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CHARLESTON — The following events
happened on these dates in West Virginia
history. To read more, go to e-WV: The West
Virginia Encyclopedia at www.wvencyclo-
pedia.org.

Jan. 28, 1902: Miners Hospital No. One
opened at Welch, with a young Dr. Henry
Hatfield as president. The legislature had
passed a law requiring state hospitals for
those engaged in dangerous occupations,
and eventually three hospitals for miners
were built in different sections of the state.

Jan. 28, 1937: In a flood that drove a
million Ohio Valley residents from their
homes, the Ohio River crested at Huntington
at 69.45 feet, more than 19 feet above flood
stage. By the time the water receded, five
people were dead, and the city was in ruins.
Parkersburg, Ravenswood and Point Pleas-

ant also were badly damaged.
Jan. 29, 1903: The great rhododendron

was designated the official state flower of
West Virginia, after being recommended by
the governor and voted on by public school
s ch o o l s.

Jan. 30, 1818: Nicholas County was cre-
ated by the Virginia legislature from parts of
Greenbrier, Kanawha and Randolph coun-
ties. The county was named for Wilson Cary
Nicholas, a Virginia governor and U.S. sen-
ator who lived from 1761 to 1820.

Jan. 30, 1895: Mingo County was created
from the southern part of Logan County.
Mingo is the youngest county in West Vir-
ginia.

Jan. 31, 1878: Educator William Wood-
son Trent was born in rural Nicholas
County. He served as state superintendent of
schools from 1933 until 1957.

Jan. 31, 1922: Movie and television
actress Joanne Dru was born Joan Letitia
Lacock in Logan. Her movie career included
more than 40 films. Her brother, singer and
TV host Peter Marshall, is also a West
Virginia native.

THIS WEEK IN W.VA. HISTORY

Significant events in
the Mountain State

Submitted photos

On Jan. 28, 1937, a flood that drove a million Ohio Valley residents from their homes, the Ohio River crested at Huntington at 69.45 feet,
more than 19 feet above flood stage. On Feb. 3, 1923, broadcast announcer Jack Fleming was born in Morgantown. He was the long-time
“Voice of the Mountaineers.”

$972K goes to two WVU research projects
E D U CAT I O N

DPNews@DominionPost.com

U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin (D-
WV), member of the Senate
Appropriations Committee,
announced $972,973 from the
National Science Foundation
(NSF) for two research projects
at West Virginia University.

The funding will support cre-
ating a web portal for artificial
intelligence-based development
of cancer drugs as well as
research on magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) design.

“The National Science Foun-
dation continues to be an
important partner for the
Mountain State through its
investments in groundbreaking
research opportunities. I’m
pleased these two projects are
receiving awards to help
advance our understanding of
cancer drugs and improve the
accuracy of MRI designs,” said
Manchin. “As a member of the
Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, I will continue advocat-
ing for resources that bolster

academic research and support
our universities across West
Vi r g i n i a . ”

The awards includ $697,973 for
CAREER: Impact of MRI con-
trast agent design on nanoscale
interactions with neutrophils
and platelets.

This project will generate new
knowledge on how the physical
characteristics of metal oxide
nanoparticles (their metal con-
tent, surface coating and size)
impact interactions with neu-
trophils and platelets.

Another $275,000 will go to
SBIR Phase I: A web portal for
AI-based comprehensive discov-
ery of repositioning drugs.

This project accelerates the
development of potential new
drug options for improved sur-
vival outcomes of cancer
patients with greatly reduced
time and costs. It uses AI tech-
nology to discover repositioning
drugs for treating refractory
non-small cell lung cancer
(NSCLC) patients after exhaust-
ing all therapeutic options.

Alzheimer’s
As s o c i a t i o n
pushes for
state plan,
b i o m a r ke r
te s t i n g

CA P I T O L

DPNews@DominionPost.com

Advocates from across West Vir-
ginia will be speaking to legislators
on behalf of the 39,000 West Vir-
ginians living with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease at the 2024 Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation State Advocacy Day at 9:30
a.m. Feb. 6 at the State Capitol in
C h a rl e s t o n .

Advocates, impacted families
and Alzheimer’s Association lead-
ers from across the state will meet
with senators and representatives
to help them understand the dev-
astating toll that Alzheimer’s and
other dementia takes on West Vir-
ginia families and to discuss the
need for updated legislation.

Legislation supported by the
Alzheimer’s Association calls for an
update to the 2011 State Plan for
Alzheimer’s and other dementia.

Through passage of HB 4756, a
task force will be created to update
this plan by:
n Conducting an assessment to

identify current gaps in state poli-
c i e s.
n Gathering input from stake-

holders around the state, including
families and government agencies.
n Developing plans for more and

improved dementia training to bet-
ter equip healthcare and support
workers to care for people with
dementia, and to attract more peo-
ple to the field.
n Establishing measurable goals

on how to better support West Vir-
ginia, including the 39,000 people
living with the disease and their
65,000 unpaid caregivers.

Additionally, through passage of
HB 4753, the association is working
to ensure that West Virginians can
access biomarker testing, reducing
the time it takes to receive a diag-
nosis and enabling access to new
disease-modifying treatments and
care planning. Biomarkers (short
for “biological markers”) offer one
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Jan. 31, 1945: Serg eant
Jonah Edward Kelley of
Mineral County was killed
in action while leading his
squad against German
positions during World War
II. He was awarded the
Medal of Honor for his
“superb courage.”

Feb. 1, 1832: E d u c at i o n

of the most promising
paths to improve demen-
tia detection, diagnosis
and treatment. Yet these
critical tests remain out of
reach for many as insur-
ance coverage is failing to
keep pace with innova-
tions and advancements
in treatments.

“West Virginians
affected by Alzheimer’s —
including families and
caregivers — deserve to
have a robust response to
Alzheimer’s and other
dementia,” said Sharon
Covert, executive director
of the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation West Virginia
chapter. “Alzheimer’s is a
growing public health cri-
sis, and as our population
continues to age, the num-
ber of those impacted by
the disease will continue
to increase. That’s why it’s
crucial that we develop a
plan for the future imme-
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reformer Alexander Luark
Wade was born. Wade reor-
ganized rural Monongalia
County schools to require
progress through eight pre-
scribed levels with a grad-
uating exercise and receipt
of a diploma. Wade’s system
worked so well it was
copied in other counties
and states.

Feb. 1, 1901: F rank
Buckles, the last surviving
American veteran of World

War I, was born in Mis-
souri. Buckles purchased a
farm in Charles Town in
1954 and continued to live
there until his death in
2011.

Feb. 2, 1908: Ju s t i c e
Marion Chambers was
born in Huntington. Cham-
bers was awarded the
Medal of Honor for his
actions in the World War II
Iwo Jima campaign in
February 1945.

Feb. 3, 1825: Confeder-
ate General William
Lowther Jackson was born
in Clarksburg. He was one
of at least three Southern
officers to bear the nick-
name “M u dw a l l . ”

Feb. 3, 1845: Gilmer

County, located in the heart
of West Virginia, was estab-
lished from parts of
Kanawha and Lewis coun-
ties. It was named for
Thomas W. Gilmer, a gov-
ernor of Virginia.

Feb. 3, 1923: B ro a d c a s t
announcer Jack Fleming
was born in Morgantown.
He was the long-time “Vo i c e
of the Mountaineers.”

Feb. 3, 1961: The West
Virginia legislature passed
a resolution adopting “T he
West Virginia Hills” as an
official state song. Prior to
“Take Me Home, Country
Ro a d s, ” “The West Virginia
Hills” was the best-known
of our four official state
s o n g s.
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d i at e ly. ”
There are approxi-

mately 39,000 West Vir-
ginia residents aged 65
and older who are living
with Alzheimer’s disease,
according to the
Alzheimer’s Association
“2023 Alzheimer’s Disease
Facts and Figures.” T hat
number is expected to
increase to 44,000 by 2025.
One in three seniors dies
with the disease — m o re
than breast and prostate
cancer combined.

Anyone interested in
joining the Association on
Advocacy Day may regis-
ter at p2a.co/H40QDPG.

Those concerned about
themselves or a loved one
can contact the
Alzheimer’s Association
West Virginia Chapter at
304-343-2717 to schedule a
care consultation and be
connected to local
resources. The
Alzheimer’s Association’s
Helpline can be reached
24/7 at 800-272-3900.
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WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY

Department of History moves to Chitwood Hall

DPNews@DominionPost.com

West Virginia Univer-
sity’s Department of His-
tory has moved into its
new home at Chitwood
Hall, marking a new chap-
ter in the building’s long
life as part of Woodburn
C i rcl e.

After undergoing reno-
vations since 2021, Chit-
wood Hall reopened for
business Jan. 8.

The building houses
four general purpose class-
rooms and will serve as a
centralized space for mem-
bers of the history depart-
ment to learn, work and
g ather.

“Chitwood Hall was
named in 1972 in honor of
history professor Oliver
Chitwood, who taught at
WVU between 1907 and
1946. Therefore, I think
this is a perfect new home
for the history depart-
ment,” said Kate Kelsey
Staples, an associate pro-
fessor and chair of the
Department of History.
“The renovations accom-
modate some new student-
centered spaces in the
building, and we are
excited to welcome stu-

dents, faculty and staff to
our new home in the spring
s e m e s t e r. ”

Chitwood features a
student resource room on
the ground level that will
serve as a gathering place
for history student clubs
and organizations, as well
as several common areas
dedicated to student work
and research, graduate
student offices and the
Department of History’s

faculty offices.
The central administra-

tive office for the history
department is located on
the second floor, along with
a conference room for fac-
ulty meetings and disser-
tation defense presenta-
t i o n s.

Updated technology was
installed in all classroom
and meeting spaces.

Other significant
upgrades include a mod-

ernized elevator, ADA
accessible restrooms,
energy-efficient light-
ing, enhanced security, a
lactation room and a gen-
der-inclusive restroom
with a baby changing
t abl e.

“I am delighted to see
Chitwood Hall’s renova-
tion complete and excited
for the Department of His-
tory to move into its new
space. It is fitting for the

department to occupy a
building with such histor-
ical significance,” said
Gregory Dunaway, dean of
Eberly College of Arts and
S c i e n c e s.

Built in 1893, Chitwood
Hall was originally
named Science Hall and
served as a home base for
scientific education and
research at West Virginia
University. During its
early years, Science Hall

held space for physics
and chemistry, and it
housed the West Virginia
State Standards of
Weights and Measures.

It also served as the
workplace of notable zool-
ogy professor Albert M.
Reese, a renowned scien-
tist and crocodile expert
who significantly con-
tributed to the field of
zoology during his tenure
at WVU.

Operated out of
Woodburn Hall
since 1950

West Virginia University’s
Department of History has
moved into its new home
at Chitwood Hall, marking
a new chapter in the build-
ing’s long life as part of
Woodburn Circle. The
building houses four gen-
eral purpose classrooms
and will serve as a cen-
tralized space for mem-
bers of the history depart-
ment to learn, work and
gather.

Ron Rittenhouse/The Dominion Post

Above: Miner’s
Hospital in
Welch. From far
left: Alexander
Luark Wade,
Joanne Dru and
the state flower,
the great rhodo-
dendron.

Submitted photos
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Mon Health System

West Virginia is among the 11
states with the highest preva-
lence rates for Chronic Obstruc-
tive Pulmonary Disease (COPD).

As COPD continues to be a
rising issue for West Virginians,
Mon Health Medical Center in
Morgantown stands as a leader in
its life-saving treatment.

In August 2023, U.S. News &
World Report named Mon Health
Medical Center to its 2023-24 Best
Hospitals as a High Performing
hospital for COPD. This is the

highest distinction a hospital can
earn for U.S. News’ Best Hos-
pitals Procedures & Conditions
r at i n g s.

“For 34 years, U.S. News has
provided data-informed rankings
to help patients and their doctors
find the best hospital to treat their
illness or condition,” said Ben
Harder, chief of Health Analysis
and managing editor at U.S.
News. “Fewer than half of eval-
uated hospitals earned any High
Performing rating. Hospitals that
are High Performing have
excelled in providing high quality

care in specific procedures
and/or conditions.”

According to the American
Lung Association of West Vir-
ginia, 186,185 adults have been
diagnosed with COPD in the state
and 1,546 people die each year
from the disease. While this dis-
ease currently has no cure, Mon
Health Medical Center stands as a
beacon of hope with the gold stan-
dard of its treatment.

Mon Health Pulmonary Care is
equipped with a comprehensive
team of providers able to diag-
nose and treat respiratory con-

ditions and diseases, such as
COPD. The Pulmonary Rehabil-
itation Program at Mon Health
provides a specialized program to
help COPD patients achieve an
improved quality of life.

“At Mon Health Pulmonary
Care, we treat each patient and
their condition with intentional,
data driven care,” said Dr.
Andrezej Jaworski, pulmonolo-
gist at Mon Health Medical Cen-
ter. “We are on the cutting edge of
COPD treatment and are always
striving for excellence in health-
care delivery for the benefit of our

p at i e n t s. ”
To learn more about Pul-

monary Care at Mon Health Med-
ical Center and across Mon
Health System, visit Mon-
H e a l t h . c o m / P u l m o n a r y C a re

BY ALDONA BIRD
DPNews@DominionPost.com

Sometimes it is okay to play with our
food. Experimenting and making food into
different shapes can be educational and ele-
vate the experience of eating.

Liquids can be turned into little spher-
ical solid drops and used as vegetarian
caviar or other garnish.

To make vegetarian caviar you will need:
n tasty liquid
n agar agar
n oil and tall jar
n dropper or syringe
n pan and whisk
n sieve and secondary container
For a sweet garnish, you can use fruit

juice — fresh squeezed or 100% juices are
best. For a savory result, try vegetable juice
or a culinary vinegar.

Start by pouring neutral oil (such as
corn oil) into a tall jar, and chilling it in the
freezer for 30-60 minutes.

Pour some of the liquid into a small
sauce pan. A cup of liquid will make loads
of drops — when experimenting you may
want to start with just half a cup.

Add agar agar. For a cup of liquid you
will likely need a 1 1/2 teaspoons or more
of agar agar. The amount will depend on
the liquid — if it is a thicker liquid (such
as mango juice) you will need less than
for a thinner base (such as lemonade).

If your mix does not solidify well you can
add it back to the pan, heat it again and add
a bit more agar agar.

Whisk the mix until the agar agar is
incorporated. Bring to a boil. If you are
using agar agar flakes rather than pow-
der, continue to boil until the flakes are

d i s s o l ve d .
Bring the oil out of the freezer, and using

an eye dropper or syringe, drop the liquid
and agar agar mixture into the cold oil. The
cold oil helps the drops solidify quickly. A
tall jar is good for this, so the drops have
time to finish solidifying before sinking to
the bottom.

After making some drops (don’t try to
complete all your mix at once), strain them
into a small sieve, catching the oil in
another container.

Rinse the balls in cold water to remove
the oil. Warm water may begin to relax
the agar agar and turn the balls into
mush.

Repeat until you have finished off your
mixture. You may need to re-chill the oil
part way through the process, or you can
keep a second jar of oil in the freezer, and
alternate the two.

Sweet little droplets can be eaten on
yogurt, to garnish ice cream or other
desserts, or put into cold drinks. Savory
droplets are fun garnishes on appetizers
such as on crackers or toast with cream
cheese, or on salads and other dishes.

Making juice or other edible liquids
into little balls makes typical ingredients
feel fancier. It can be fun to play around
with various ingredient options and dif-
ferent uses. And presentations.

Mon Health named a Top Performing
Hospital by U.S. News & World Report

HEALTH CARE

Submitted photos, courtesy of Aldona Bird

Liquids can be turned into little spherical solid drops and used as vegetarian caviar or other garnish. It’s a fun, tasty way to add flavor and
interest to a dish.

DPNews@DominionPost.com

Attorney General Patrick
Morrisey announced a represen-
tative from his office will meet
with north-central West Virginia
residents in February to discuss
consumer-related issues and
answer any potential questions.

“These public events are a
great way for consumers to talk
one-on-one with our consumer
re presentatives,” Morrisey said.
“Residents can easily get ques-
tions answered, learn what is
going on in their area and how
to keep personal information
safe and secure.”

Pam Krushansky, a consumer
outreach and compliance spe-
cialist with the office, will host
the events as scheduled below:
n Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon —

Senior Center, 500 West Main St.,
C l a rk s bu r g
n Thursday, 12:30-1:30 p.m. —

Shinnston Library, 40 Bridge St.,
Shinnston
n Feb. 5, 11 a.m. to noon —

Senior Center, 52 Trap Road,
Grafton
n Feb. 7, 10:30-11:30 a.m. —

Seneca Center, 709 Beachurst
Ave., Morgantown
n Feb. 7, 1-2 p.m. — WVU

OLLI Mountaineer Mall, 5000
Green Bag Road, Morgantown
n Feb. 8, 10:30-11:30 a.m. —

Senior Center, 171 West Second
St., Weston
n Feb. 12, 11 a.m.-noon —

County Commission Meeting
Room, 68 Armstrong St., Keyser
n Feb. 14, 11 a.m.-noon —

County Commission Meeting
Room, 106 West Main St., King-
wo o d
n Feb. 15, 11 a.m. to noon —

Senior Center, 404 Main St.,
Fa i r v i ew
n Feb. 16, 11 a.m.-noon —

Senior Center, 105 Maple Drive,
Fair mont
n Feb. 21, 11 a.m.-noon —

Senior Center, 28 North
Kanawha St., Buckhannon
n Feb. 22, 11 a.m.-noon —

Senior Center, 217 Senior Lane,
Pa r s o n s
n Feb. 26, 11 a.m.-noon —

Senior Center, 47 Church St.,
Philippi
n Feb. 28, 11 a.m.-noon —

County Commission Meeting
Room, 4 Randolph Ave., Elkins

For information on additional
requirements specific to any
location, attendees are encour-
aged to contact Pam Krushansky
at 304-741-5834. In case of
inclement weather, call ahead.

A G’s office
a n n o u n ce s
Februar y
stops for
north- central
W.Va. region

LEGAL

DIY: FRUIT CAVIAR

I186,185 ADULTS HAVE
BEEN DIAGNOSED

WITH COPD IN THE STATE
AND 1,546 PEOPLE

DIE EACH YEAR
FROM THE DISEASE.

Talk one-on-one
with representatives
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IT WAS MY FAVORITE MAGAZINE, AND
THIS WAS BACK WHEN THE MAILMAN
DROPPED OFF A STACK OF SUBSCRIP-
TIONS IN OUR MAILBOX EVERY WEEK.

Growing up we had Time,
Newsweek, Ebony, Jet, Black
Enterprise, Reader’s Digest, GQ
and Psychology Today. (My
brother was a psych major.)

My favorite by far was Sports
I l l u s t r at e d .

Little would excite me more
when I got home from school or
football practice than to see a
glossy edition of the latest Sports
Illustrated sitting on the coffee
table, Dan Marino or Reggie Jack-
son on the cover, a spread inside
about the Giants’ playoff chances.

I put off doing my homework to
see what Peter Gammons had to
say about the Mets.

You didn’t want to see your
favorite player or team on the
cover because of the so-called
“Sports Illustrated jinx.”

The Houston Astros broke the
curse in 2017, winning the World
Series despite a prediction on the
mag azine’s cover they would win.

But that was the year they
cheated, so maybe they didn’t
break the curse, after all.

The best Sports Illustrated

story of all time? That’s easy.
April 1, 1985. “The Curious Case
of Sidd Finch.”

That was the fictional April
Fools story about the phenom
country pitcher for the Mets who
could throw a baseball 168 mph.
He made Doc Gooden look like he
was tossing it underhanded.

I fell for the hoax hook, line
and curve ball. What do you want
from me? I’m a Mets fan.

Ya gotta believe.
If this sounds like the kind of

reminiscing you might hear at
someone’s funeral, well, it is,
sort of.

On Jan. 19, the iconic mag-
azine’s owners announced that
they were laying off just about the
entire staff, leaving the once-
proud publication on the brink of
d e at h .

How dire is the situation? A
crafty magazine writer might set
a scene with two out in the bottom
of the ninth, and the visiting team
needing a 59-yard field goal to
send the basketball game into
over time.

In other words, we’re in mir-
acle and fantasy land now. This is
no April Fool’s joke.

In an email sent to staff Jan. 19

morning, the Arena Group,
which operates the Sports Illus-
trated brand and SI related prop-
erties, said that Authentic Brands
Group (ABG) has revoked its mar-
keting license.

Because of the license revo-
cation, the email said, “we will be
laying off staff that work on the SI
brand.”

The magazine’s union tweeted
Friday that it would continue to
fight for the publication of the
magazine but that its future is
now in the hands of Sports Illus-
t r at e d ’s owners.

“This is another difficult day in
what has been a difficult four
years for Sports Illustrated under
Arena Group … s t ew a rd s h i p, ” the
union said in a statement. “We are
calling on ABG to ensure the con-
tinued publication of SI and allow
it to serve our audience in the way
it has for nearly 70 years.”

SI, as we like to call it — the
same way we’d use a ballplayer’s
nickname — was renowned for its
dramatic photography showcas-
ing the plays at the plate, the
catches in the end zone, the wins
at the finish line.

But what made the magazine
top notch was its writing. It had

the best writers, and not just the
best sports writers.

If you wanted a story about
who won the game, Sports Illus-
trated probably wasn’t for you.
But if you cared at all about the
relationship an MVP still main-
tained with his high school coach,
or the toll of tackle football on 12-
year-olds, SI was all in.

And the only things better
than the swimsuit issue were the
letters from irate readers threat-
ening to cancel their subscrip-
tions over it.

My favorite letter about the
swimsuit issue came from a
reader who insisted the editors
should be ashamed of themselves.
In the next paragraph, he shifted
directions, like a running back
dodging a tackler.

“My wife’s out of the room
n ow, ” he said. “Loved the edition.
Keep up the good work.”

Indeed. And thanks for the
wonderful ride.

LEONARD GREENE currently works at
the New York Daily News, where he
writes breaking news articles and
commentary.

Polls reveal that a majority of American voters aren’t
happy about a potential rematch between Joe Biden and
Donald Trump in the 2024 presidential election. Yet that’s
what the country seems poised to endure.

Trump easily won the New Hampshire Republican pri-
mary Tuesday, collecting 54% of the vote to beat his last GOP
significant challenger, Nikki Haley, by 11 points. With South
Carolina, her home state, on the Republican primary cal-
endar for Feb. 24, Haley insists she will stay the course. But
she trails Trump by 40 points on her home turf, according to
ABC News, and a loss there would effectively end her
campaign.

Haley’s decision to hang on — not surprisingly, the subject
of much vitriol and bombast from Trump — may reflect a
pragmatism stemming from the former president’s legal
hurdles. Perhaps she’s positioning herself as her party’s
alternative should Trump be unable to make it to November
as a result of one or more dalliances with the judicial
system.

Absent that unlikely end, Tuesday’s results move the
nation further toward another Biden-Trump campaign. A
survey released this week by The Hill, in conjunction with
Decision Desk HQ, found that 59% of those queried were
either “not too enthusiastic” or “not at all enthusiastic”
about that prospect.

Such high rates of dissatisfaction with what the two major
political parties are offering opens the door for a formidable
third-party hopeful. Most notably, representatives of No
Labels — which describes itself as “a national movement of
common-sense Americans pushing our leaders together to
solve our country’s biggest problems” — have suggested they
will field a “unity” candidate for the White House if the only
alternatives are Biden and Trump. The group currently has
earned ballot access in 13 states, including Nevada.

Democrats are terrified that No Labels, which includes a
handful of prominent former Democrats and Republicans,
could complicate matters for the unpopular and foundering
Biden. This has led to the spectacle of progressives tarring
Trump as a “threat to democracy” while they work feverishly
to discredit what could be a viable third alternative for many
voters. One might conclude their devotion to democracy has
its limitations.

It’s also pure conjecture to predict at this point where No
Labels might draw support. Trump has his own polling
problems, as he continues to play to his ardent base rather
than work to attract moderates and independents into his
coalition. The race may look very different in a few months,
given Trump’s legal issues, the ups and downs of the
economy and the evolving outlook of voters. A Trump-Biden
rematch appears inevitable, but there are enough minefields
ahead for both candidates to keep it interesting.
THIS EDITORIAL first appeared in the Las Vegas Review-Journal. This commentary
should be considered another point of view and not necessarily the opinion or
editorial policy of The Dominion Post.
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The jinx may have finally caught up with Sports Illustrated
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The war in Gaza is an albatross
around Benjamin Netanyahu’s neck
ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER BENJAMIN
NETANYAHU IS A MAN WITH A SIG-
NIFICANT AMOUNT OF PRESSURE ON HIS
SHOULDERS. The 3 ½-month-long
war against Hamas in Gaza has
long since turned into an alba-
tross around his neck, one that
has caused his approval ratings to
drop precipitously and created
adversity wherever he looks.

The way the Israeli military
has chosen to prosecute the mil-
itary campaign against Hamas is
by far the biggest source of angst
for the international community.
The Gaza Strip, a coastal territory
the United Nations predicted
would be “u n l ivabl e ” years before
the Israel-Hamas war erupted, is
now essentially a wasteland. More
than 25,000 Palestinians have been
killed, tens of thousands have
been wounded and entire cities,
such as Gaza City, the territory’s
largest metropolitan area, have
been leveled. More than 85% of
Palestinians in Gaza are inter-
nally displaced, and acute food
insecurity is the norm.

All of this is causing anger not
only in the Arab world but also in
the so-called Global South; South
Africa filed a case against Israel
at the International Court of Jus-
tice for genocide. President Joe
Biden is also facing pushback
from his fellow Democrats who
believe the White House isn’t
being as forceful with Netanyahu
as it should be.

Netanyahu is also the target of
intense anger inside Israel itself.
Leading the charge are the fam-
ilies of the hostages who remain
in Hamas custody. More than 130
of them, civilians and soldiers
alike, are in Gaza today, some of
them parked in Hamas’ e x t e n s ive
tunnel network. This makes it
immensely difficult for the Israeli
military to mount successful res-
cue operations — to date, only one
hostage has been rescued. The
families in Israel are concerned
that the longer the war drags on,
the more likely their loved ones
will die. It’s not an unreasonable
fear — some have reportedly been
killed in Israeli airstrikes, while
three more were accidentally
killed by Israeli troops. Fair or

not, many in Israel believe
Netanyahu isn’t doing all he can
to free the remaining hostages.
Others suspect the hostages are a
second-tier priority for his gov-
ernment, below winning the war.

The fissures within
N e t a nya h u ’s coalition govern-
ment are more obvious as well.
After Hamas’ Oct. 7 attacks,
Netanyahu reached out to his
political rivals, including former
generals Benny Gantz and Gadi
Eisenkot, to join his war cabinet.
The decision was packaged as a
way to bring the nation together
during one of its darkest moments.
For Netanyahu, it was also a
clever way to distribute some of
the blame if Israel’s war strategy
in Gaza proved to be unworkable.

Yet there isn’t much “unity” in
the unity cabinet anymore.
Eisenkot, a former military chief
of staff, is increasingly vocal about
his opposition to Netanyahu’s cur-
rent strategy in Gaza and said in a
television interview that claims of
clear, rapid progress were utter
lies. “Those who talk about an
absolute defeat and lack of will
and ability do not tell the truth,”
Eisenkot said. He even suggested
the Israelis should choose new
leaders. “We need to go to the polls
and have an election in the next
few months, in order to renew the
trust as currently there is no
tr ust.” The message isn’t subtle:
Your current leadership is deceiv-
ing you about how the war is
going.

N e t a nya h u ’s political allies
have largely chosen to ignore
E i s e n ko t ’s public comments. But
the former general isn’t wrong to
state that Israel’s war strategy is
causing more trouble than it’s
worth. While thousands of Hamas
militants have been killed over the
last three and a half months — the
U.S. estimates that 20% to 30% of
the group’s membership has been
taken off the battlefield — Hamas
has a deep bench, is well
ensconced in the Palestinian
social fabric and remains as com-
mitted to defending its turf as it
was on the first day of the war.
Outside of Saleh Arouri, the
Hamas deputy political chief who

was assassinated in Lebanon,
Hamas’ top military leadership in
Gaza — Yehya Sinwar being the
most infamous — is still alive and
kicking. There are even reports
that Hamas officials have
reemerged in Gaza City, weeks
after the Israeli military claimed
operational control over the area.

All of this has less to do with
Netanyahu, per se, and more to do
with the objectives the prime
minister embraced early on.
Those objectives include freeing
every hostage Hamas kidnapped
on Oct. 7 and destroying Hamas
as an organization. Two fairly
straightforward goals, and justi-
fiable ones at that.

The problem is that however
justifiable those goals are, they
are inherently contradictory to
one another. Annihilating Hamas
as a military and governing force
in Gaza would jeopardize the lives
of the hostages; the terrorist
group wouldn’t have any reason
to keep them alive if they them-
selves were at risk of death. Free-
ing the hostages, in turn, would
require Israeli concessions to
Hamas, which would undermine
Israel’s goal of killing the group
entirely. After all, the only reason
Israel was able to get more than
100 hostages back to their fam-
ilies in late November was
because it was willing to sign on
to a short-term truce and release
240 Palestinian prisoners in
return. Without those sweeten-
ers, the hostages would still be in
Gaza, wondering every day
whether they will live or die.

As if this wasn’t enough,
Netanyahu is also a prisoner of
his own extreme right-wing coali-
tion, which tends to equate all
Palestinians with Hamas, is
opposed to any concessions what-
soever and would prefer to solve
the Gaza problem with even
greater military force and mass
e x p u l s i o n s.

Netanyahu didn’t start this
war — Hamas did. But the prime
minister is discovering how dif-
ficult it is to end it.

DANIEL DEPETRIS is a fellow at
Defense Priorities and a foreign affairs
columnist for the Chicago Tribune.
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WO M E N ’S BASKETBALL

Danelle Arigbabu was ready to deliver when her number was called

Athletes often talk about the
importance of being ready for
their chance. “Stay ready so you
d o n’t have to get ready” has
become a popular saying for ath-
letes in recent years.

A player’s moment can come
at any time and in any situation.
Sometimes it’s hitting a big shot
late in a game or making free
throws to defend a lead. Some-
times it’s coming in cold off the

bench to defend one of the most
dangerous offensive players in
the Big 12.

West Virginia’s Dannelle
Arigbabu was called upon to do
the latter on Saturday as the
Mountaineers needed someone
to match up in the paint with
imposing Iowa State freshman
Audi Crooks.

The first-year Mountaineer
from Berlin, Germany did just
that, holding Crooks to just one
field goal in the fourth quarter
as WVU defeated the Cyclones
84-78.

“I thought Danelle came in
and gave us great minutes,”
WVU coach Mark Kellogg said.
“Yo u ’ve got to just stay ready
and the kid stayed ready and bat-
tled.”

Crooks might be the biggest
frontcourt player in the Big 12
this season and despite being

just a freshman, she’s fifth in the
lead in scoring (17.4 points per
game), eighth in rebounding
(7.4), third in field goal percent-
age (58.0%) and third in free
throws (68-105). In essence,
t h e re ’s a good chance that on
any Iowa State possession
Crooks with either make a bas-
ket, grab a rebound or make it to
the foul line.

In the third quarter alone,
Crooks scored 12 points, was 3-3
from the field, 6-7 from the foul
line and grabbed four rebounds.

Only leading by five entering
the fourth quarter, WVU needed
to figure something out or risk
Crooks taking over the end of
the game. That’s when Kellogg
called upon Arigbabu.

“This is what we brought her
fo r, ” Kellogg said. “We knew we

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

West Virginia Mountaineers forward Danelle Arigbabu (8) reacts
after defeating Iowa State Cyclones on Saturday.

CODY NESPOR

NFL PLAYOFFS AUS OPEN

Sinner rallies
from 2 sets
down to beat
Me d ve d e v
Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Jannik Sinner lined up a fore-
hand, drilled it down the line and
dropped to the court on his back,
giving himself some moments to
process how he’d managed to
come back from two sets down to
win his first Grand Slam title.

The 22-year-old Sinner found a
way to turn defense into attack in
his first major final and take the
Australian Open title from Daniil
Medvedev 3-6, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4, 6-3 on
S u n d ay.

“I like to dance in the pressure
stor m,” he said of his seemingly
serene approach to the most tense
moments. “I like it, because that’s
where most of the time I bring out
my best tennis.”

It was his third straight win
over a top 5 player after his quar-
terfinal victory over Andrey
Rublev and his semifinal upset
that ended No. 1-ranked Novak
D j o kov i c ’s long domination of the
tournament. Only Djokovic and
Roger Federer have done that pre-
viously in a major played on hard
cour ts.

So he’s in great company.
Sinner is the first Italian to

win the Australian Open and the
youngest winner in a men’s final
here since Djokovic won his first
Grand Slam title in 2008.

With Carlos Alcaraz winning
Wimbledon last year and Sinner
winning the season-opening
major, a generation shift is arriv-
ing.

“I still have to process it,
because ... beating Novak in the
semis and then today Daniil in
the final, they are tough players to
b e at , ” Sinner said. “It’s a great
moment for me and my team. But
in the other way, we also know
that we have to improve if we
want to have another chance to
hold a big trophy again.”

Sinner’s success has lit a ten-
nis fuse in Italy, where his run to
the ATP Finals championship
match and leading role in the
Davis Cup title win in November
captured the country’s attention.
The night time final in Australia
made for pre-lunch viewing in

SEE SINNER, B-3

SEE NESPOR, B-2

Mahomes, Kelce are headed back to the Super
Bowl after Chiefs shut down Ravens 17-10
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The first
quarter was vintage Patrick
Mahomes, picking apart the Bal-
timore defense with quick
passes, with Travis Kelce on the
other end of several of them.

Then the Kansas City defense
— now elite after some shaky
seasons in the past — took over.

Finally, when Mahomes needed
one more completion to send the
Chiefs back to the Super Bowl, he
went deep to Marquez Valdes-
Scantling, whose struggles this
season were emblematic of the
team’s maligned receiving group.

Complete for 32 yards. Ball-
g ame.

“The Chiefs are still the
C h i e f s, ” Kelce said emphati-
c a l ly.

After all the moments this sea-
son when they looked disjointed
and vulnerable, the Chiefs are
headed back to the Super Bowl
for the fourth time in five years.

Mahomes and Kelce were at
their magnificent best in the first
half, and Kansas City’s defense
delivered another masterpiece
against Lamar Jackson and the
Ravens, leading the Chiefs to a
17-10 victory in the AFC cham-
pionship game Sunday.

Kelce caught 11 passes for 116
yards and a touchdown, and now
the big question at next month’s
Super Bowl in Las Vegas is
whether his girlfriend Taylor
Swift will be able to make it there
in the middle of her tour. The pop
star was on hand again Sunday,
and it was a milestone day for the
34-year-old Kelce, who surpassed
Jerry Rice’s career record for

postseason receptions.
Kansas City (14-6) will face

either San Francisco or Detroit
on Feb. 11, and a victory would
make the Chiefs the first team to
win it all in back-to-back seasons
since the New England Patriots
19 years ago.

Swift’s presence has turned the
Chiefs into even more of a glam-
our team than they already were,

but it’s been more of a blue-collar
performance on the field this sea-
son. Aside from Kelce, Mahomes’
playmakers haven’t been as
threatening as in years past.

Only once this season has
Kansas City scored more than 31
points, and a home loss on
Christmas to the Las Vegas
Raiders — on the same day Bal-
timore made a statement with a
win at San Francisco — seemed
to indicate that the Chiefs’ d ay s
atop the AFC were numbered.

Not so fast.
Playing on the road in the

playoffs for the first time with
Mahomes, the Chiefs beat Buf-
falo and Baltimore in back-to-
back weeks to win the confer-
e n c e.

“I’ve never doubted, no,”
coach Andy Reid said. “T hat’s
not how we roll.”

The Chiefs led 17-7 at halftime,
and Justin Tucker’s 43-yard field
goal with 2:34 to play was the
only scoring of the second half.
Baltimore kicked deep after that,
and on third-and-9, Mahomes
connected with Valdes-Scant-
ling, who held on and knew
exactly what that catch meant.

“We ’re going to the Super

NFL PLAYOFFS

AP Photo

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) passes during
the second half of the AFC Championship NFL football game.

SEE CHIEFS, B-2

Brock Purdy, 49ers rally from 17 points down,
beat Lions 34-31 to advance to Super Bowl
Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. —
Brock Purdy threw for 267 yards
and a touchdown, and the San
Francisco 49ers rallied from 17
points down at halftime to beat
the Detroit Lions 34-31 on Sun-
day and reach the Super Bowl.

The 49ers (14-5) scored 17
points in an eight-minute span of
the third quarter to tie the NFC
championship game and then
pulled away in the fourth quarter
to earn a rematch against
Kansas City after losing to the
Chiefs in the Super Bowl four
years ago.

San Francisco mounted the
fourth comeback ever from 17
points down or more in a con-

ference title game thanks to
some big plays by Purdy and bad
mistakes from the Lions (14-6),
including two failed fourth
downs in field-goal range.
Detroit fell short of reaching the
first Super Bowl in franchise his-
t o r y.

After being questioned about
whether he could lead a come-
back, Purdy has now done it
twice in as many weeks. He engi-
neered a game-winning drive in
the fourth quarter to beat Green
Bay last week and then had an
even bigger comeback against
the Lions.

Christian McCaffrey had two
TD runs and little-used backup

AP Photo

San Francisco 49ers Brock Purdy (13) and Trent Williams (71)
celebrate after a touchdown run by Elijah Mitchell.SEE 49ERS, B-2
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S C O R E B OA R D

C ALENDAR

MONDAY, JANUARY 29
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Bridgeport at Preston, 7:30 p.m.
OVAC Semifinals

Conotton Valley (Oh.) at Trinity Christian, 7 p.m.
Parkersburg South at Morgantown, 7:30 p.m.

OVAC Consolation
Bridgeport (Oh.) at Clay-Battelle, 7 p.m.
University at Wheeling Central, 7:30 p.m.

ON TV

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN’S)
7 p.m. CBSSN — Boston U. at Holy Cross
ESPN — Duke at Virginia Tech
9 p.m. ESPN — Houston at Texas
ESPN2 — Alcorn St. at Bethune-Cookman

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN’S)
4 p.m. CBSSN — Boston U. at Holy Cross
7 p.m. ESPN2 — LSU at Mississippi St.
SECN — Georgia at Auburn
COLLEGE GYMNASTICS (WOMEN’S)
7 p.m. BTN — Illinois at Ohio St.

NBA BASKETBALL
7:30 p.m. NBATV — Phoenix at Miami
10 p.m. NBATV — Philadelphia at Portland

NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m. NHLN — Nashville at Ottawa

SOCCER (MEN’S)
2:45 p.m. FS2 — CONMEBOL U-23 Olympic Qualifier 2024 Group Stage:
Brazil vs. Ecuador, Group A, Caracas, Venezuela
5:45 p.m. FS2 — CONMEBOL U-23 Olympic Qualifier 2024 Group Stage:
Colombia vs. Venezuela, Group A, Caracas, Venezuela

TENNIS
6:30 a.m. TENNIS — Hua Hin-WTA Early Rounds
11 a.m. TENNIS — Montpellier-ATP Early Rounds
2 a.m. (Tuesday) TENNIS — Hua Hin-WTA, Montpellier-ATP Early
Rounds
6 a.m. (Tuesday) TENNIS — Hua Hin-WTA, Montpellier-ATP Early
Rounds

NBA

NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Boston 49 31 9 9 71 173 128
Florida 49 31 14 4 66 158 127
Tampa Bay 50 27 18 5 59 175 164
To r o n t o 47 25 14 8 58 166 150
Detroit 49 26 18 5 57 174 158
B u ff a l o 49 22 23 4 48 146 155
Montreal 49 20 21 8 48 136 175
Ottawa 45 18 25 2 38 151 165

METROPOLITAN DIVISION
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

N . Y.
Rangers

49 30 16 3 63 161 142

Carolina 48 28 15 5 61 163 144
Philadel-
phia

50 25 19 6 56 147 148

N . Y.
Islanders

49 20 17 12 52 143 166

Pittsburgh 46 22 17 7 51 138 126
New Jersey 47 24 20 3 51 161 168
Wa s h i n g t o n 47 22 18 7 51 115 146
Columbus 48 15 23 10 40 145 180

WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL DIVISION
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Colorado 49 32 14 3 67 190 153
Dallas 49 30 13 6 66 183 151
Wi n n i p e g 47 30 12 5 65 148 109
St. Louis 48 26 20 2 54 141 152
Nashville 49 26 22 1 53 148 152
Arizona 48 23 22 3 49 143 147
Minnesota 49 21 23 5 47 149 166
Chicago 50 14 34 2 30 105 177

PACIFIC DIVISION
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Va n c o u v e r 49 33 11 5 71 186 127
Ve g a s 50 29 15 6 64 163 138
Edmonton 45 29 15 1 59 160 124
Los Angeles 47 22 15 10 54 148 130
Seattle 48 20 18 10 50 136 143
Calgary 49 22 22 5 49 149 155
Anaheim 49 17 30 2 36 126 168
San Jose 49 13 32 4 30 103 196
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each division
and two wild cards per conference advance to
p l a y o ff s .

SUNDAY'S GAMES
St. Louis 4, Los Angeles 3, OT
Columbus at Seattle, 9 p.m.

MONDAY'S GAMES
Nashville at Ottawa, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY'S GAMES
Columbus at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Seattle at San Jose, 10:30 p.m.

NHL

needed size and we needed
somebody guarding some
of the size in the Big 12
and she is the one girl who
can do that for us.

“It makes Crooks have
to work that much harder
when you can put Danelle
in there.”

It worked like a charm,
as Arigbabu held Crooks
to just four points in the
fourth on 1-4 shooting
from the field with only
two free throw attempts.

“It was huge, it was
huge minutes,” said WVU
starting forward Kylee
Blacksten, who guarded
Crooks early in the game.
“She did everything that
she was supposed to do.
She gave our team that lit-
tle bit of a boost in the
fourth quarter that we
really needed.”

Arigbabu came out of
the game briefly to catch

her breath but otherwise
spent the entire fourth
quarter guarding Crooks.

“She got a little tired
because she hasn’t played
those extended minutes so
we tried to get her a quick
b re a k , ” Kellogg said, “bu t
I thought, to her credit,
she stayed ready.”

Arigbabu played 12 min-
utes on Saturday, her sec-
ond-most in a game since
Big 12 play started. It
w a s n’t just her defense
playing a factor either.
Arigbabu scored five
points, her most in confer-
ence play, with a field goal
and four trips to the foul
line. She also dished out a
nifty behind-the-back pass
for an assist.

“I wish you could’ve
seen her early when she
got here to see the
improvement that she’s
made. She has come so
f ar,’ Kellogg said. “She has
an (offensive) skillset, she
just doesn’t always look to
take advantage of it. The

moves were good, I
thought the passes were
the right pass. She’s just
got to slow down.”

This is Arigbabu’s first
season in Morgantown,
but her third playing col-
lege basketball after
spending two seasons at
Northeastern Oklahoma
A&M. Saturday was per-
haps her first taste of what
Big 12 basketball is all
ab o u t .

“This is a big-time level
and she’s coming up from
a junior college,” Kello gg
said. “She just needed the
game to slow down a little
bit, but I think that’s what
yo u ’re seeing now.”

“She’s grown so much
mentally, physically, all of
it,” said Blacksten, who
goes against Arigbabu reg-
ularly in practice. “She’s
really taken everything
that the coaches have said
and put it in to play. I
think that preparation is
wh at ’s given her the
opportunities to be so con-

fident coming into the
g ames.”

When going over the
players he thought played
well on Saturday, Kellogg
very rarely named off his
entire rotation, including
Arigbabu. For as much
credit that standouts like
JJ Quinerly, Jordan Harri-
son and Lauren Fields
have received for WVU’s
success this season, it
might come down to play-
ers like Arigbabu being
able to contribute at a
moment’s notice that will
determine how far the
Mountaineers can truly
g o.

“I think the lesson is to
stay ready,” Kellogg said.
“You never know when
yo u ’re number’s going to
get called. This is a long
season, it’s a long confer-
ence season but the kid
comes every day with a
great attitude and works
her tail off.”

NESPOR
FROM PAGE B-1

HS BASKETBALL
Sports@DominionPost.com

ST. ALBANS — T he
Morgnatown High girls
basketball team competed
in the St. Albans Classic
over the weekend, facing
two team from kentucky
— Russell and Ashland.

On Friday, MHS fell to
Russell 53-53. Kayli Kel-
logg scored 25 points and
Lily Jordan had 11. Rus-
sell was led by Shaelyn

Steel’s 30 points and Bella
Q u i n n’s 13.

On Saturday, the Mohi-
gans lost to Ashland 62-41.
Sadaya Jones led MHS
with 13 points while Jor-
dan and Kellogg each had
10.

MHS is now 11-4 on the
season and will host Park-
ersburg South in an OVAC
semifinal Monday at 7:30
p. m .

B ow l , ” he said. “That was
it. I knew we needed one
first down to get us to the
goal, and they trusted me to
go get one.”

Mahomes went 30 of 39
for 241 yards and a touch-
d ow n .

Jackson could win his
second MVP after leading
Baltimore to the league’s
best record and point dif-
ferential during the regular
season, but the Ravens
allowed touchdowns on the
first two Kansas City pos-
sessions and appeared a bit
panicky at times after that.

Baltimore (14-5) made
undisciplined mistakes all
game, while Kansas City
looked the part of the team
making its sixth straight
appearance in the confer-
ence title game.

With the Ravens down by
10 in the third quarter, rookie
Zay Flowers caught a 54-yard
pass to the Kansas City 10 —
then was flagged for taunting
after the play. Moments later,
he fumbled near the goal line
and the Ravens ended up

with no points.
That was one of several

frustrating moments for
Baltimore fans, whose city
was hosting an AFC cham-
pionship game for the first
time since January 1971,
when the Colts beat the
Oakland Raiders.

Jackson went 20 of 37 for
272 yards and a touchdown,
but Baltimore never really
exploited its perceived
advantage on the ground.
Jackson raced under one of
his own tipped passes in the
first half for a 13-yard
reception, but he also
turned the ball over twice,
including a forced pass into
heavy coverage that was
picked off in the end zone
with 6:45 left in the game.

Once it was clear defen-
sive coordinator Steve
Spagnuolo had the upper
hand against the Baltimore
offense, Mahomes was
happy to manage the game
and avoid doing anything
too risky.

“Spags, it seems like
when the games get bigger,
when the challenges get
higher, he performs even
b e t t e r, ” Mahomes said.

Jackson fell to 2-4 as a
starter in the postseason
despite having been the top
seed in the AFC twice. He
made a few sensational
individual plays, but the
Ravens had trouble moving
the ball otherwise.

“That guy was the main
guy I was playing for, hon-
e s t ly, ” Ravens linebacker
Patrick Queen said. “So
much stuff he gets that he
d o e s n’t deserve. This was
his opportunity to be able
to write some of that stuff
off and move on to the next
thing. That’s why it hurts,
because you want to see
people like that, teammates
that you love and care
about, get what they’re sup-
posed to get.”

Mahomes, meanwhile,
completed his first 11 pass
attempts, and although the
Ravens largely shut Kansas
City down after that, the
damage was done on a
rainy day in Baltimore.

There was some chippy
behavior before the game,
which included Ravens
defensive back Arthur
Maulet and a group of
Kansas City players having

to be separated.
Then the Chiefs forced a

three-and-out on the game’s
first drive and went 86 yards
for the opening touchdown.
Kelce caught a 13-yard pass
from Mahomes over the
middle on fourth-and-2.
Then the star tight end beat
All-Pro safety Kyle Hamil-
ton for a 19-yard touchdown
to make it 7-0.

Jackson answered in his
own spectacular way. He
broke free for a 21-yard run
when Baltimore went for it
on fourth-and-1 from its 34.
Then the star quarterback
ducked out of a near-sack
by Leo Chenal, retreated a
bit farther back and threw a
30-yard scoring strike to
Flowers, who celebrated
with teammates by doing
the “swag surf ” dance that
Swift and Chiefs fans did at
a recent game.

Kansas City was unboth-
ered. Mahomes drove his
team 75 yards in 9:02 — with
the help of an acrobatic div-
ing catch by Kelce on one
third-down toss — and
Isiah Pacheco capped the
16-play march with a 2-yard
touchdown run.

CHIEFS
FROM PAGE B-1

NBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION

W L Pct GB
Boston 35 11 .761 —
Philadelphia 29 15 .659 5
New York 29 17 .630 6
Brooklyn 18 27 .400 161/2

To r o n t o 16 30 .348 19
SOUTHEAST DIVISION

W L Pct GB
Miami 24 22 .522 —
Orlando 24 22 .522 —
Atlanta 19 27 .413 5
Charlotte 10 34 .227 13
Wa s h i n g t o n 8 37 .178 151/2

CENTRAL DIVISION
W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 32 14 .696 —
Cleveland 27 16 .628 31/2

Indiana 27 20 .574 51/2

Chicago 21 25 .457 11
Detroit 6 40 .130 26

WESTERN CONFERENCE
SOUTHWEST DIVISION

W L Pct GB
New Orleans 26 20 .565 —
Dallas 25 21 .543 1
Houston 21 24 .467 41/2

Memphis 18 28 .391 8
San Antonio 10 36 .217 16

NORTHWEST DIVISION
W L Pct GB

Oklahoma City 32 14 .696 —
Minnesota 32 14 .696 —
Denver 32 15 .681 1/2

Utah 24 23 .511 81/2

Portland 13 32 .289 181/2

PACIFIC DIVISION
W L Pct GB

L.A. Clippers 30 14 .682 —
Sacramento 26 18 .591 4
Phoenix 26 20 .565 5
L.A. Lakers 24 23 .511 71/2

Golden State 19 24 .442 101/2

SATURDAY'S GAMES
Washington 118, Detroit 104
New York 125, Miami 109

Denver 111, Philadelphia 105
Brooklyn 106, Houston 104
L.A. Clippers 115, Boston 96
Utah 134, Charlotte 122
Milwaukee 141, New Orleans 117
San Antonio 113, Minnesota 112
Sacramento 120, Dallas 115
L.A. Lakers 145, Golden State 144, 2OT

SUNDAY'S GAMES
Detroit 120, Oklahoma City 104
Indiana 116, Memphis 110
Atlanta 126, Toronto 125
Orlando 113, Phoenix 98
Chicago at Portland, 9 p.m.

MONDAY'S GAMES
L.A. Clippers at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
New York at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Phoenix at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Utah at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Houston, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
Sacramento at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Washington at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Orlando at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Milwaukee at Denver, 9 p.m.
Philadelphia at Portland, 10 p.m.

TUESDAY'S GAMES
Indiana at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Utah at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Toronto at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Philadelphia at Golden State, 10 p.m.

WEDNESDAY'S GAMES
Chicago at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Detroit at Cleveland, 7 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Washington, 7 p.m.
Sacramento at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Denver at Oklahoma City, 8 p.m.
New Orleans at Houston, 8 p.m.
Orlando at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at Brooklyn, 8:30 p.m.
Milwaukee at Portland, 10 p.m.

Elijah Mitchell scored on a
3-yard run to make it 34-24
with 3:02 to play as the Nin-
ers got over the conference
title game hump after los-
ing the past two seasons.

The Niners blew a 10-
point lead in the fourth
quarter of the NFC cham-
pionship game against the
Los Angeles Rams two
years ago and then were
forced to play much of last
ye a r ’s title game loss at
Philadelphia without a
functioning quarterback
after Purdy injured his
elbow on the opening drive
and fourth-stringer Josh
Johnson left with a concus-
sion early in the third quar-
t e r.

But San Francisco man-
aged to make the long jour-
ney back to this stage and
now is in position to deliver
the franchise its record-tying
sixth Super Bowl title and
first since the 1994 season.

A magical season for the
Lions ended in heartbreak.
Detroit remains the only
team to play every season of
the Super Bowl era without
reaching the ultimate
game. This looked like it
could be the year to end that
drought when Detroit won
back-to-back playoff games
after winning just one in
the previous 56 seasons.

But the Lions couldn’t
finish the job despite hold-
ing a 24-7 halftime lead.

San Francisco settled for
a field goal on the opening
drive of the second half
before the game completely

flipped in a four-minute
span.

Detroit coach Dan
Campbell opted to go for it
on fourth-and-2 from the
San Francisco 28, but Josh
Reynolds couldn’t hold
onto a pass from Jared Goff,
leading to a turnover on
d ow n s.

The Lions then seemed to
have a potential intercep-
tion when Purdy’s deep pass
bit Kindle Vildor in the face
mask, but the ball popped
up and was caught for a
spectacular 51-yard gain by
Brandon Aiyuk. Purdy
found Aiyuk three plays
later for a 6-yard score.

Jahmyr Gibbs then fum-
bled on the next play from
scrimmage, setting up a 1-
yard run by McCaffrey to
tie the game at 24.

It only got worse from

there for the Lions with
Reynolds dropping another
pass on third down, leading
to a punt that Detroit had a
chance to down at the 1 but
b o t ch e d .

Purdy then drove the
Niners to a 33-yard field
goal by Jake Moody and
their first lead of the
g ame.

Campbell bypassed a
chance at a game-tying field
goal on fourth-and-3 from
the Niners 30 midway
through the fourth quarter.
Goff threw an incomplete
pass and the Niners drove to
the insurance touchdown.

Goff added a TD pass to
Jameson Williams with 56
seconds to play, but the
49ers recovered the onside
kick to seal the win. Goff
finished 25 for 41 for 273
yards and a touchdown.

49ERS
FROM PAGE B-1
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I t a ly.
For 2021 U.S. Open cham-

pion Medvedev, the loss was
his fifth in six major finals.
The third-seeded Medvedev
set a record with his fourth
five-set match of the tour-
nament and time on court
at a major in the Open era,
his 24 hours and 17 minutes
surpassing Carlos
Alcaraz’s 23:40 at the 2022
U.S. Open.

He’s also the first in the
Open era to lose two Grand
Slam finals in five sets after
taking a 2-0 lead.

Medvedev lost back-to-
back Australian Open
finals — to Djokovic in 2021
and to Rafael Nadal after
holding a two-set lead the
following year.

Sinner only dropped one
set through six rounds — in
a third-set tiebreaker
against 10-time Australian
Open champion Djokovic
— until he lost two straight
to Medvedev.

It wasn’t until a break in
the sixth game of the fifth
set that he really had a full
grip on his first Grand
Slam title.

In two of Medvedev’s

five-set matches — a sec-
ond-round win over Emil
Ruusuvuori that finished at
almost 4 in the morning,
and a 4-hour, 18-minute
semifinal win over No. 6
Alexander Zverev — he had

to come back from two sets
down. Nobody had done
that on the way to an Aus-
tralian Open final since
Pete Sampras in 1995.

Against Sinner, he
started like man who

wanted to win points
q u i ck ly.

Standing closer to the
baseline to receive serve
and going to the net more
regularly than usual, he
broke in the third game and

took the first set in 36 min-
u t e s.

He had two more service
breaks in the fourth and
sixth games of the second
set but was broken himself
at 5-1 trying to serve it out.
He was successful next try.

The third set went with
serve until the 10th game,
when Medvedev was a point
from leveling at 5-5 until
three forehand errors gave
Sinner the set, and the
momentum.

He won the fourth set,
again with a service break
in the 10th game, recover-
ing immediately to win
three points after mis-hit-
ting a forehand so far out
that it shocked the Rod
Laver Arena crowd.

And so the tournament
equaled a Grand Slam Open
era record set at the 1983
U.S. Open with a 35th match
going to five sets.

In the sixth game of the
fifth set, Sinner had triple
breakpoint against a fatigu-
ing Medvedev. He missed
with his first chance but
converted with his next, a
forehand winner, for a 4-2
lead. From there, he didn’t
give Medvedev another
ch a n c e.

Medvedev had faced

either Djokovic or Rafael
Nadal in all five of his pre-
vious major finals. He beat
Djokovic to win the 2021
U.S. Open title but lost all
the others.

The 27-year-old Russian
has been saying through
the tournament that he has
more stamina than he used
to, and is mentally stronger
in the tough five-setters. He
certainly showed incredi-
ble endurance but came up
just short — ag ain.

Medvedev won his first
six career meetings with
Sinner, but has now lost
four in a row — i n cl u d i n g
three finals.

“I want to congratulate
Jannik ... you showed it
again why you deserve it,”
Medvedev said. “P ro b ably
t h at ’s not your last Grand
Slam, but I hope I can try to
get the next one if you play
in the final.”

Medvedev also sent a
message to his family and
suppor ters.

“Unfortunately I
c o u l d n’t make it today, but
I’m going to try to make it
work next time for you,” he
said. “It always hurts to
lose in the final, but prob-
ably being in the final is
better than losing before.”

SINNER
FROM PAGE B-1

AP Photo

Jannik Sinner of Italy holds the Norman Brookes Challenge Cup aloft after defeating Daniil
Medvedev of Russia in the men's singles final at the Australian Open tennis cham-
pionships at Melbourne Park, in Melbourne, Australia, Sunday, Jan. 28, 2024.

Misc. for sale

Pets

Misc. Wanted 
to Buy

MoBile HoMes 
for rent

lots & acreage

real estate 
Wanted

cars

trucks, Vans & 
suVs

asPHalt PaVing

deMolition

excaVating

Hauling

HoMe 
iMProVeMents

HoMe 
iMProVeMents

ISO 1982 DODge 
Rampage  

717-953-4673

Painting

Painting

PluMBing

pRO V TRee 
SeRVIceS LLc 

Family Owned & Operated! 
10% Seniors Citizens & 

Veterans Discount
Lic. & Ins. Free Est. 

304-288-7825
304-288-7696

roofing & 
siding

stuMP reMoVal

tree serVices

mORgaNTOWN’S 
pLUmBeR  

We handle all your 
plumbing needs!

Treat yourself to a 
New Bathroom and/or 

Kitchen! 
You DeSeRVe it! 

WV#PL15831 
Call/Text Anytime 
Jason Thompson 
(304)322-5249 

Morgantownsplumber.
com

  

 
 

DemOLITION
 

aSBeSTOS INSpec-
TION & RemOVaL

 
eXcaVaTINg

 
LaND cLeaRINg

 
SepTIc TaNKS

 
HeaVY HaULINg

 
DUmpSTeRS

 
WV033905

c & m TRee 
Super Winter Rates!

Fully Insured
Free Estimates
caLL NOW

304-216-5280
www.candmtree.com

BaRNeTT 
eXcaVaTINg LLc 

 

Attention 
Homeowners!

 

Guaranteed Call 
Back 

& Free Estimates!!!
 

*cert. Septic Installers 
class I & II

*concrete Driveway/
Sidewalk Removal & 

Repair grading
* Foundations 

*Drainage correction  
*Site prep Land clearing 

*Underground Utilities
* gravel Services
 *Retaining Walls
*Waterline Repair

*Hauling
 

Full Ins. WV#010427 
Find us on 

304-216-9696
304-319-0976 

 3D-K paINTINg LLc 
 

Call for a free estimate 
on any interior, exterior, 
painting, wall repairs, 
pressure washing and 

staining! We do the best 
for desired results!!
304-376-3738 
Call today while we 

still have openings this 
season!

 
 
Home Remodeling

& 
Repair Services

 
Interior/exterior

 
Free estimates! 

 
««Discounts«« 

for military & Seniors
 

304-322-7474
 

WV 056070 & OSHA Cert. 

Are you getting 
The Dominion Post daily?
Call today to see all our 

delivery options.

LOOKINg FOR LaND 
TO BUILD 

ReTIRemeNT HOme 
around 1-2 acres on Rt 
119 South between Boy 
Scout Camp Rd and the 
Mon/Taylor County Line.
With most utilities avail-
able. Good side roads 

are acceptable.
Send Text message to 

304-627-0418

RIcHaRD 
SmaLLS paVINg 

 
Your cheaper Little 

asphalt paver!
 

Seniors & Veterans 
Discounts

 
Driveways, parking 
Lots, patchwork &

Seal coating
 

Work guaranteed
Free estimates

 
Licensed and Insured
www.smallspaving.

com
 

304-292-1109
304-613-0202
304-366-1717
WV#014145

aBSOLUTeLY 
A BETTER DEAL
LaUReL HOme

ImpROVemeNTS
Free Est. WV005031 

Insured. 304-296-2050
LHIroofing.com

“We NaIL IT”

aRea’S #1 
ROOFINg & 

SIDINg 
cONTRacTOR 

Leading the 
competition in 

  Sales 
        Service 
              Satisfaction

for over 50 years! 

Proud to be an Owens 
Corning Preferred 
Contractor and a 

Master Elite Roofing 
Contractor. 

FRee eSTImaTeS 

Laurel Home 
Improvements 

304-296-2050
We Nail It !!!

WV # 005031 Insured
LHIwenailit.com

mOBILe HOme 
FOR ReNT 
2 Bedroom

6 Miles from Town
$560 Plus Gas & Electric
Deposit & Lease No Pets

304-216-1355

FOR SaLe 
Kitchen, 

15Ft Base & Top,
Door & Storm, Patio 
Door, & Garage Door 

w/ Opener
304-216-1355

2012 SILVeR 
meRceDeS 

GLK 350 Auto, Approx 
84K Miles

Good Dependable Car
Never Wrecked

asking $10,500
304-276-0738

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
Buying comic Books

call or Text
304-598-8925

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

TRISTaTe TRee 
SeRVIce 

 
STUmp gRINDINg

 
Any Size Stump

 
Optional Cleanup

 
Fit through 35” Gate

 
Licensed & Insured

 
Tristatetreewv.com

 
304-376-6700

pemBROKe WeLSH 
cORgI pUppIeS 

AKC, Family Raised, 
Shots, De-Wormed, & 

Vet Checked
Ready Now $700

CALL 814-483-3064

VIDeO DRaIN 
INSpecTION & 

cLeaNINg 
Underground

Water/Sewer Line
Replacement

or Repair
*utilities

WV#010427
304-216-9696
304-319-0976
Barnett Excavating, 

LLC

FOR SaLe
cLaSS RINg 

Morgantown HS 1978
White Gold

Sapphire w/ Floating 
Mohigan, Size 6

Great Cond, Appraised
$500

304-290-4092

cReeK SIDINg
& ROOFINg 
µResidential
µcontractor

µVinyl Siding Insti-
tute Certified
µNcWV HBa 

  member
þLicensed & Insured
µSeamless 

gutters
µgutter covers/

cleaning
µSiding & Roofing

credit cards
accepted

(304) 599-4999
#WV057088

aBSOLUTeLY
aNYTHINg
HaULeD! 

Basement & attic
cleaning,

Brush Removal, 
gravel & mulch

304-282-7135 
morgantown

aLL-TRee 
SeRVIceS 

 
Tree Trimming & 

Removal
Stump Grinding 
Chipping Service

 
Fully Insured

Free estimates
304-292-3131
304-698-5155

HaRTLeY paINTINg 
LLc 

 
Residential & 

 
commercial 

 
 

Interior & exterior
 

power Washing 
 

Staining
 

cleaning Services
 

Over 20 Yrs 
experience

 
Free estimates

 
 

304-216-1068
 

WV054653

ameRIcaN BULLY 
pUppIeS 

Ready for their forever 
home! ABKC, papers in 

hand, shots, health cert, 
dewormed. 

M&F Solid & Merles 
call 412-759-7255 

HaRRIS HOUSeHOLD 
SOLUTIONS 

Painting Inside or Out 
General Repairs 

Call Today 
 304-216-1410 

ask for Allen
Fully Insured

10% Discounts for 
Veterans and Seniors

FaST caSH 
HOmeBUYeR 

  Close in 14 days 
GUARANTEED

304-532-2553

mYeRS TRee 
SeRVIce LLc 

Give us a call for all 
your tree service 

needs. We give Veteran 
& Senior Citizen dis-

counts and as always 
we are fully insured. 

Free estimates.
caLL 724-970-9293
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2019
camry xle

stk# 34026a     45K Miles  Was $27,100
Now Save

          $3,100!$24,000

2019
highlander le Plus

stk# 24044a     51K Miles  Was $33,175
Now Save

          $6,675!$26,500

2018

stk# 24050a     40K Miles  Was $31,325
Now Save

          $6,325!$25,000

rav4 hybrid limited
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Solutions — B-3

Vaccination is still the best
way to fight tripledemic
HELLO, DEAR READERS, and
welcome to a bonus let-
ters column. We’ll begin
with the latest data that
show this winter is shap-
ing up to be another
“t r i p l e d e m i c. ” I n fl u e n z a
and respiratory syncytial
virus, or RSV, are surging
throughout the United
States, and new cases of
COVID-19 are not far
behind. Please protect
yourselves and the people
around you by getting
this year’s flu vaccine and
the updated COVID shot.
It’s not too late for either
of these, and there is evi-
dence that getting both at
once boosts immune
response. For people who
are most at risk of RSV, a
monoclonal antibody
injection is available. And
now, onward to your let-
t e r s.

— We have, over the
years, fielded several
questions about bug bites
and discussed the
immune response that
often accompanies them.
This includes pain,
swelling, itching and a
sensation of warmth at
the site of the bite.

You don’t want to
break open the blisters
that may form after an
insect bite. That creates
an open wound and puts
you at risk of infection.

As the immune system
does its work, the blisters
will gradually lessen and
fade on their own. If the
blisters bother you, cover
the area with a bandage
that allows air circula-
tion, but protects it from
inadvertent damage.

— Another topic that
gets a lot of mail is mac-
ular degeneration. This is
a condition in which cer-
tain age-related structural
changes in the retina
affect central vision. We
heard from a reader diag-
nosed with drusen, which
are deposits of debris
within the layers of the
retina. “Are there any new
treatments for drusen,
and also to prevent me
from developing macular
de generation?” she asked.
Unfortunately, there is no
treatment for drusen at
this time.

Mo n d ay,
Jan. 29, 2024

Take the path that
leads to peace of mind.
Revisit contracts, update
documents, search for
ways to lower overhead
and adjust your lifestyle
to fit your budget. Con-
sider what’s important to
you and discard anything
you no longer need or use.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 19) — Refuse to let
someone cost you emotion-
ally or financially. Don’t fol-
low the crowd; be smart and
take the cost-efficient route.

PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20) — If you rely on
intuition, you will figure out
how to get what you want.
The opportunity to advance
looks good.

ARIES (March 21-
April 19) — Surround your-
self with supportive people.
Donate your time and skills
to a cause that matters to
you.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20) — A job change
may tempt you, but get what
you want in writing before
making the switch.

GEMINI (May 21-
June 20) — Don’t believe any-
thing or anyone without veri-
fication. An offer will cost you if
you don’t read the fine print.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22) — Follow your
instincts and make changes
that can offer a broader use

of your skills, experience and
knowledge.

LEO (July 23-
Aug. 22) — Taking a real-
istic approach to things will
help you avoid veering off
course. Consider what you
need.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22) — You are in a
better position than you real-
ize. Change is doable if you
are open to implementing
something new.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23) — Observe what’s
happening around you. Don’t
trust others to offer an hon-
est opinion or take care of
matters that concern you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 22) — Focus on how
you make and use money.
Discuss your plans with
experts and people you trust.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21) — Make wise deci-
sions. Not everything will be
as it appears. Information is
only as good as its source.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — Forge ahead with
confidence and don’t look
back. Take charge, follow
your heart and be the master
of your destiny.

EUGENIA LAST

DRS. ELIZABETH KO
& EVE GLAZIER


