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CHARLESTON — Tragic sit-
uations where lawmakers grew
frustrated while trying to ask
questions prompted a bill that
passed the House of Delegates.

The bill, HB 4595, would
allow a legislative oversight
committee to meet privately to
hear details about sensitive
matters like child protective
services investigations or nurs-
ing home abuse allegations.

Even though the provision
allows closed door meetings,
the concept is that lawmakers
could gain access to sensitive
information, perform oversight

functions and potentially react
in a timely fashion to adjust
p o l i c i e s.

The bill also has a program
performance evaluation pro-
cess. And it requires depart-
ments to report to law enforce-
ment within 30 days a death or
serious harm of a person in
state custody.

The House of Delegates
passed the bill overwhelmingly
on Thursday, 96-0.

Delegates made reference to
a couple of tragic situations as
they spoke about the bill.

One was the case of an 8-year-
old, Raylee Browning, who died
the day after Christmas 2018.

Her father, his girlfriend at the
time and her sister were con-
victed and sentenced in her
death in 2022. The week-long
trial included testimony about
CPS referrals that did not result
in action.

The other was the more
recent allegations of teenagers
locked in a shed on their Sis-
sonville area property with no
running water, no food, and no
adequate toilet and a younger
child alone in an upstairs loft in
the house nearby.

Delegate Heather Tully,
R-Nichols, spoke on the House
floor to say she had pushed for

BY BEN CONLEY
BConley@DominionPost.com

T here’s a push in Charleston
to get some of the state’s nearly
$1 billion in opioid settlement
money flowing by Election Day.

Region 4 wants to be ready.
To that end, the Monongalia

County Commission hosted a
meeting of regional representa-
tives Thursday morning at the
Mon County Center.

During the hour-long session,

individuals representing 22 of
the region’s 76 governmental
bodies (counties and municipal-
ities) created the process
through which a regional gov-
ernance board will be created.

The regional clearinghouse is
a requirement of the memoran-
dum of understanding outlining
the state’s opioid settlement dis-
bursement process. It will serve
as a pass-through, vetting fund-
ing applications within its foot-
print before they get to the West

Virginia First Foundation, the
state-level body ultimately
responsible for allocating funds.

In relatively short order, the
group determined the regional
body will be made up of 26 people
comprised of one representative
selected by each county and one
representative collectively
selected by the municipalities
within each county.

For example, the Monongalia
County Commission will select
one representative and the

municipalities of Morgantown,
Westover, Star City, Granville
and Blacksville will need to
come together to select one
re presentative.

The group selected this setup
over a 13-member body com-
prised of one representative for
each county.

Parsons Police Chief Kevin
Keplinger explained one repre-
sentative per county would
further disadvantage small
towns already receiving little in
direct allocations from the
s e t t l e m e n t s.

“A lot of times the county per-
spective is different than a
municipal perspective. If you do
this you run the very real risk of
completely isolating your

Region 4 forming framework
for opioid settlement distribution
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Senate committees on Thurs-
day approved bills dealing with
firearms instruction and belief-
based student organizations, and
a resolution honoring Morgan-
town resident and Holocaust
survivor Edith Levy.

Senate Government Organiza-
tion took up SB 402, to allow the
U.S. Concealed Carry Association
to provide concealed carry
classes in West Virginia. Com-
mittee council told the senators
that the NRA already provides
them.

Former Delegate Joshua Hig-
ginbotham, a certified USCCA
instructor, told the members that
Virginia passed a similar bill last
year. USCCA already offers
classes here, with several hun-
dred instructors in the state and
about 6,000 active members.

In other states, he said, USCCA
provides more classes than the
NRA and majority of USCCA
instructors are also NRA
cer tified.

The bill would simply codify
the USCCA’s authority to cover
instances where a county sheriff
might not wish to issue a permit if
the applicant took a USCCA
cl a s s.

It passed without debate and
goes to the full Senate.

Senate Education passed SB
503, also without debate.

It says a state institution of
higher education may not deny
a religious, political, or ideo-
logical student organization
that is open to all students any
benefit or privilege made
generally available to any other
student organization, or

Resolu tion
honor s
Holocau st
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CHARLESTON — A judge has
rejected an argument that claims
on $300 million in personally
guaranteed liabilities should be
set aside for Gov. Jim Justice and
his family’s companies.

In a filing, the judge has
invited a lawyer representing
Ju s t i c e ’s longtime lender Carter
Bank & Trust to prepare an order
that would be a major milestone
in collecting the debt.

The debts were personally
guaranteed by Jim Justice, his
wife Cathy and their son Jay, who
runs the family’s coal operations.
The debts applied to several
branches of the family’s business
network, but the most prominent
may be Greenbrier Hotel Corp.,
referring to the historic resort
that generated waves of goodwill
for Justice when he bought it out
of bankruptcy.

Judge Carter Greer, of Mar-
tinsville, Va., circulated a memo
this week that stated multiple
times his conclusion that the Jus-
tices had not laid out an ade-
quately factual defense that could
have been persuasive to set aside
the debt claims.

“Here, defendants allege no
facts to support their legal con-
cl u s i o n s, ” Greer wrote.

Carter Bank wants to cash in
roughly $300 million in defaulted
loans, holding out signed guar-
antees to say the Justices should
pay up.

Following the judge’s filing,
bank officials filed an official
statement to shareholders
through the Securities and
Exchange Commission.

“Carter Bank anticipates that
in the near future the Circuit
Court will enter Orders effectu-
ating its ruling and finalizing
these confessions of judgments,”
wrote bank officials.

“Carter Bank further antici-
pates that subsequent creditor
process will be issued to collect on
these claims from the judgment
debtors, including Governor
Ju s t i c e. ”

The statement continued by

Judge rejects
Justice defense
on $300 million
liabilities
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Some members of the Universtiy High School cross-country team practice on the trail along the
Monongahela River Thursday. Today’s temperature could come close to the record high of 68, set in
1950. AccuWeather forecasters say we should see mainly cloudy skies and a high of 63. Saturday will
bring in more fog with a high of 50 and Sunday will have rain and snow with a high of 49. The forecast
calls for a coating to an inch of snow.
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Bill allowing DNA
collection for felony
crimes struck down
BY JEFF JENKINS
WVMetroNews.com

CHARLESTON — T he
House of Delegates
defeated a bill Thursday
that would have allowed
DNA to be collected by
police from those arrested
for some felony crimes.

Following a long
debate, delegates defeated
HB 4627 on a 30-66 vote.

The bill would have
allowed police to collect
DNA from a person
arrested for a felony
crime “of violence against
a person, burglary or
felony offense where the
victim was a minor
ch i l d . ”

The DNA collected
would be stored until the
completion of the crimi-
nal case against the per-
son arrested. If the person
was eventually found to be
not guilty or the charges
were dropped, the accused
could petition the court to
have the DNA taken out of
the data base.

The bill sparked a
debate about personal
f re e d o m s.

“I’m just shocked that
with this super majority
that we are taking up leg-
islation to create a DNA
data base,” Del. Shawn
Fluharty, D-Ohio, said. “I
d o n’t think that was a
talking point prior to com-
ing down here for any of
yo u . ”

Del. J.B. Akers,
R-Kanawha, said the bill
included clear safeguards

for privacy concerns.
“What I do know is that

if we do not pass this bill
there will be someone who
is a victim of a crime and
we ’ll never identify the
person who committed
the crime against them.
That will happen,” A ke r s
p re d i c t e d .

Supporters of the bill
cited a U.S. Supreme
Court 5-4 decision that
said taking DNA at the
time of an arrest is legal.
Del. Joey Garcia, D-Mar-
ion, cautioned fellow del-
egates about leaning too
much on that decision.

“Just because the
Supreme Court has said
we can do something that
d o e s n’t mean we should
do something,” G a rc i a
said.

Del. Jonathan Pinson,
R-Mason, a former deputy
sheriff, said taking DNA
is no different than fin-
gerprints being taken at
the time of arrest. He said
T hursday’s debate was
leaving out one key
g roup.

“No one here today has
spoken about the victims
of crime,” Pinson said. “I
would submit this is not a
constitutional violation.”

A motion to postpone
action on the bill for an
indefinite period of time
was defeated on a
48-48 vote. Delegates also
voted down an attempt to
delay further discussion
on the bill for three days.

saying banks have an obli-
gation to their sharehold-
ers and the financial sys-
tem to collect in full all
amounts that are due and
owing to them. Carter Bank
stated that it would aggres-
sively pursue all remedies
to collect what is owed.

“As with all its cus-
tomers, Carter Bank
expects to be repaid by the
Justice Entities in full all
amounts due and owing
although the timing of such
payment in full in these
matters is presently inde-
ter minate,” bank officials
s t at e d .

Carter Bank in April
filed to collect on confessed
judgments adding up to
$302 million, plus interest
and attorneys fees, in

Martinsville Circuit Court
in Virginia. The claims
cited the personal guaran-
tees by the Justices.

The confessions of judg-
ment are written and
signed agreements accept-
ing liability in instances of
default. In such circum-
stances, the note may be
presented to the court with-
out even notifying the
debtor or having a hearing.
By signing, borrowers may
sacrifice their right to be
heard in court.

The confessed judg-
ments filed by Carter Bank
apply to loans on James C.
Justice Companies, Justice
Family Group, Greenbrier
Hotel Corp., Greenbrier
Golf and Tennis Club,
Greenbrier Sporting Club,
Players Club LLC,
Oakhurst Club, Greenbrier
Medical Institute, Justice
Low Seam Mining, Twin
Fir Estates and Wilcox
I n d u s t r i e s.

Those loans had come
due April 15.

Lawyers for Justice’s
companies responded by
filing motions to set aside
the confessed judgments in
the 11 cases.

The filings contended
that enforcing the judged
confessions is a radical step
and that the Justice

companies deserve a
chance to offer a more
detailed defense.

The Justice legal team
contended that Carter
Bank violated the Bank
Holding Company Act of
1956 and engaged in a
scheme to do so, that Carter
breached its contractual
and fiduciary obligations to
Justice and the family com-
panies, that Carter inter-
fered with Justice’s busi-
ness expectancies and rela-
tionships with other
lenders, that the confes-
sions of judgment violated
due process and that the
personal guarantees are
null and void.

Finally, the Justice team
claimed Carter Bank’s con-
duct was so bad that the
Justice companies would
be entitled to damages of
even greater value than the
original debt claim.

G re e r ’s conclusion:
“The defendants offer
sparse analysis as to how
these defenses are either
adequate or dispositive.”

In a hearing last month
in Greer’s courtroom,
lawyers representing Jus-
tice pointed toward their
separate federal lawsuit
that contends Carter has
engaged in unfair business
p r a c t i c e s.

The legal team for Jus-
tice handed the judge a
printout of the heavily
redacted complaint in the
federal case.

The federal case is still
active in the Southern Dis-
trict of West Virginia, with
Carter arguing that the
venue is inappropriate
because the bank, its board
and the Justice business
operations are mostly in
Vi r g i n i a .

In the Martinsville, Va.,
courtroom, Judge Greer
concluded the facts were
not apparent to support the
Justice defense against the
cl a i m s.

Carter Bank’s statement
to shareholders made ref-
erence to the distinction
between the judgment in
local court and the federal
d i s p u t e.

“This Circuit Court pro-
ceeding predates and is sep-
arate and apart from the
Complaint filed by the Jus-
tice Entities against Carter
Bank in federal district
court in West Virginia on
November 10, 2023,” bank
officials wrote.

“That Complaint con-
tains false and misleading
claims that Carter Bank
will vigorously defend in
due course.”

JUSTICE
FROM PAGE A-1

the bill because of ques-
tions in her community
over the death of Rylee
Browning, who had been a
Nicholas County resident.

“I had constituents ask-
ing me about this child’s
d e at h , ” said Tully, who is
vice chair of the House
Health committee. “I really
felt as though we got
stonewalled and we did not
get the information that we
really needed to figure out
where the major issue hap-
pened and where our fail-
ures happened that

resulted in the death of this
ch i l d . ”

Tully said, “I think this
is one way to get some more
information to make real-
time decisions for these
children who could be in
potential peril.”

Delegate Mike Pushkin,
D-Kanawha, referred to the
Sissonville tragedy when
speaking in support of the
bill. He said the children
there were “locked in a
shed, treated like slaves.
Neighbors in the Sis-
sonville area had repeat-
edly called Child Protective
Services, and there’s no
records of anyone ever

answering those calls, any-
one showing up to check on
these children, who were
locked in a shed.”

He said he’s sorry the
bill is necessary.

“I do think it’s incred-
ibly unfortunate that a bill
like this is necessary,”
Pushkin said, “but unfor-
tunately it is because too
often we’re trying to get
information from many of
these state agencies under
this current administra-
tion and we don’t get
a n swe r s. ”

Delegate Brandon
Steele, R-Raleigh, said law-
makers have a broad role of

setting policy and do need
to respect the executive
b r a n ch ’s role of carrying
that out. Nevertheless,
Steele said the bill will give
legislators an important
oversight tool.

“I’m sure all of you have
had constituents come to
you with situations that are
hear tbreaking,” Steele
said.

“This helps us get infor-
mation of these tragic, hor-
rifying circumstances so
that we can make broad law
t h at ’s applicable to the
entire state, but not to act as
an executive branch official,
to not act as a judiciary.”

BILL
FROM PAGE A-1

otherwise discriminate
against the organization,
based on: the expression
of the organization; or a
requirement that the
org anization’s leaders or
members affirm and
adhere to the organiza-
t i o n’s sincerely held
beliefs, comply with the
org anization’s standards

of conduct, or further the
org anization’s mission or
pur pose.

It goes to the full
S e n at e.

Government Organiza-
tion approved SR 6, the
Edith Levy resolution.
Levy died Nov. 11, and the
resolution opens saying she
was “a Holocaust survivor,
and a remarkable woman,
who dedicated her life to
educating others about the

horrors of genocide and the
importance of tolerance
and compassion.”

The resolution was
introduced on Jan. 15 and
came up for action the next
day, but was referred to the
committee. Senate staff told
The Dominion Post the res-
olution had a couple of
items that needed amend-
ment, and rather than try to
do that on the Senate floor it
was more efficient to refer

it to committee.
Also, the family wasn’t

available that day and the
Senate plans to bring it
back to the floor when the
family is able to come to the
C ap i t o l .

The corrections were
made by staff and the com-
mittee members approved
the amended resolution
unanimously without
discussion.

RESOLUTION
FROM PAGE A-1

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s, ” he said.
“We ’re already facing the
fact that we have a very
small amount of money
that came to our munic-
ipality. We functionally get
nothing out of this first
draw. It goes to the county.
So, if we get no say in this,
I’m concerned about that.”

A second question was
whether the regional body
needed to be made up of
elected officials.

The answer was no.
While members can be
elected officials, it is up to
the counties and munici-
palities to choose whom
they want.

Marion County repre-
sentative Lloyd White said
winning elections doesn’t
make one knowledgeable
about opioids or addiction.

“When you limit it to
elected officials only, you’re
limiting your pool of exper-
tise to pick from,” White

said. “I think we have one
opportunity to do it. Let’s
do it right.”

The names of all
appointees are due to the
Monongalia County Com-
mission by March 1. The
initial appointments will
serve a one-year term.

While Thursday’s meet-
ing was chaotic at times —
about half the partici-
pants were taking part via
online meeting software
— Monongalia County
Commissioner Tom
Bloom said he walked
away pleased.

As the first to begin set-
ting up a regional struc-
ture, Bloom said the five
other regions across the
state are watching the
p ro c e s s.

“Considering there is
absolutely no precedent,
I’m very happy. I was

honestly worried how it
was going to go, especially
with people joining
online. I thought it went
much better than I was
expecting,” Bloom said. “I
think we set up an atmo-
sphere where everyone
wants to work together.
Whether you’re Tunnel-
ton or Monongalia
County, everyone got to
speak and be part of the
decision process.”

Of the 13 counties in the
region, seven were repre-
sented — Monongalia, Har-
rison, Braxton, Upshur,
Lewis, Preston and Marion.
The region also includes
Taylor, Barbour, Tucker,
Randolph, Gilmer and Dod-
dridge counties.

Of the 63 municipalities
in the region, 15 were rep-
resented — Star City,
Granville, Westin, Clarks-

burg, Lumberport, Davis,
Fairmont, Tunnelton,
Grafton, Elkins, Bridgeport,
Parsons, Masontown,
Gassaway and Mannington.

Despite being the largest
city in the region, nobody
representing the city of
Morgantown participated
in the meeting.

Morgantown Mayor
Jenny Selin said the
absence was not
intentional.

“It’s my fault. It was a
mix up,” she said. “It’s very
important and we do intend
to fully participate.”

Jonathan Board, who
was narrowly selected to
represent Region 4 on the
West Virginia First Foun-
dation in July before
announcing a run for West
Virginia Senate in
August, also was not
p re s e n t .

Bloom said Board
planned to attend but was
asked to testify as an expert
witness before a legislative
committee meeting.

OPIOID
FROM PAGE A-1

THE NAMES OF ALL APPOINTEES ARE DUE TO THE
MONONGALIA COUNTY COMMISSION BY MARCH 1.

Let us know what’s going on
with your business, club or

team. Email news tips,
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DPNews@DominionPost.com

Questions: 304-291-9425

Want to see your news
in The Dominion Post?
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CONTROVERSY HAS ERUPTED AT THE
STATE CAPITOL OVER A BILL THAT, IF IT
BECOMES LAW, WOULD MAKE IT A
SERIOUS CRIME FOR A LIBRARIAN OR
MUSEUM CURATOR TO DISPLAY OR
MAKE AVAILABLE TO A MINOR MATERIAL
THAT IS OBSCENE.

Specifically, HB 4654 removes
schools, museums and public
libraries from the exemption in
current law that protects them
from prosecution.

Bill sponsor, Delegate Brandon
Steele (R, Raleigh) said on Talk-
line Wednesday that several
librarians in his community
urged him to push the bill to
protect children from salacious
material. (The West Virginia
Library Association has come out
against the bill.)

That view was reinforced by a
number of speakers at a public
hearing Wednesday morning in
the House Chamber, as our Brad

McElhinny reported.
“The first speaker … re a d

right away from a book describ-
ing oral sex, and that set a tone
for the House Chamber discus-
sion of what is or isn’t appro-
priate material.”

“This is for our 12, 13 and 14-
year-old children in our middle
s ch o o l s, ” said speaker Elisa
Payne. “Our society is morally
bankrupt if we allow children
access to this obscenity in our
schools. We are not banning or

burning; we are protecting.”
But just as many speakers at

the hearing argued against the
bill, while defending the access to
books with material that some
consider objectionable. “You may
not like it but it does not mean we
should be censoring it,” said Eli
Baumwell, interim executive
director of ACLU West Virginia

The desire to protect children
from anything and everything
that is not age appropriate is
understandable. However, this
bill is a taking a sledgehammer to
a gnat. Here are some of the prob-
lems with the bill:
n West Virginia libraries

already have in place a procedure
for challenging books. An indi-
vidual can file for a reconsid-
eration of the material, which is
then reviewed by staff, the library
director and the library board.

n Republican legislators con-
stantly push for “p a re n t a l
r i g h t s. ” That argument implies
that parents, not the government,
know what is best for their chil-
dren, so then let the parents
decide what books their children
should read.
n Such a law would have a

chilling effect on what is included
in libraries and museums. A
librarian or curator, who is
trained for the position, may
believe a book or display has true
artistic and intellectual value,
but they may self-censor for fear
of being criminally charged. If
convicted, they could face up to
five years in prison, and a $25,000
f i n e.
n Bill advocates say they want

to prevent children from easily
accessing pornography in the
library. However, advocates in
other states have used the law to
target an expansive list of books,
including classics such as “Of
Mice and Men,” “Brave New
Wo rl d , ” “The Kite Runner,” “T he

Color Purple,” “The Glass Castle”
and “To Kill and Mockingbird.”
The law would invite a rash of
book banning efforts.
n The law would be

constitutionally questionable.
Arkansas passed a similar law
last year and it has been chal-
lenged in court. Last July, a fed-
eral judge issued a temporary
injunction preventing enforce-
ment, citing First Amendment
i s s u e s.

Advocates for this bill need to
demonstrate that the existence of
certain books in libraries rep-
resents a threat so great that it
requires a state law where a vio-
lation could send a librarian to
prison.

Otherwise, let librarians do
their jobs and entrust parents to
make their own decisions about
what their children read.

HOPPY KERCHEVAL is a MetroNews
anchor and the longtime host of
“Talkline.” Contact him at
hoppy.kercheval@wvradio.com.

Good: HB 4428 — a candidate for election for any state, county,
or local office is required to have his or her principal residence
within the election district for the office for which they are seeking
to be elected. The bill defines “principal residence” as “re s i d e n c e
where the candidate is domiciled which includes both physical
residency and an intent to remain in the state, district, county, or
m u n i c i p a l i t y. ” This bill passed the House and is in the Senate.

If your U.S. history classes ever made it as far as Recon-
struction, you may have learned the term “car petbagger,” wh i ch
referred to opportunistic Northerners who flooded the South after
the Civil War to fill power vacuums in business and politics.
Merriam-Webster defines carpetbagger more generally as “a
nonresident or new resident who seeks private gain from an area
often by meddling in its business or politics.” Unfortunately, we
have several of those in West Virginia politics.

We are all in favor of residency requirements for elected office.
As we said last week, how can someone represent an area and its
people if that person has never really lived there?

Bad: HB 4552 — to ensure party affiliation is consistent with
c a n d i d at e ’s voter registration. From the bill: the appropriate
official “If a candidate’s current party affiliation is not as stated
on the Certificate of Announcement, the filing shall be refused.”
This bill has passed the House and has moved to the Senate.

This one is bad because nearly 25% of West Virginia’s reg-
istered voters are Independent — but Independents rarely do well
in elections, because they don’t have the clout or resources of the
two established parties. This bill could prevent a quarter of the
electorate from running for a partisan office unless they change
their party affiliation.

Stupid: SB 280 — allowing teachers in public schools to discuss
scientific theories. From the bill: No school “shall prohibit a
public school classroom teacher from discussing or answering
questions from students about scientific theories of how the
universe and/or life came to exist.” This bill passed the Senate and
is being considered by the House.

The caveat here is that what the bill is actually allowing is
“intelligent design,” which is not a scientific theory at all, but
rather a slightly watered down version of Biblical creationism. To
be clear: There is no scientific evidence of “intelligent design,”
and it is not recognized by any reputable institution as a scientific
theory. Which makes this is yet another attempt to force religious
indoctrination into our public schools despite the clear edict to
keep church and state separate.

Maybe good: SB 448 — Requiring age-appropriate instruction
on Holocaust in public schools. From the bill text: “All public
schools ... shall give age-appropriate instruction on the Holocaust,
the systematic, planned annihilation of European Jews and other
groups by Nazi Germany, a watershed event in the history of
humanity, to be taught in a manner that leads to an investigation
of human behavior, an understanding of the ramifications of
prejudice, racism, and stereotyping, and an examination of what
it means to be a responsible and respectful person ...”

In theory, all of this sounds good. But, frankly, we don’t trust this
Legislature on matters of education. This is the same body that
wants to add any depiction of transgender people to the definition
of “o b s c e n e, ” is threatening to send librarians to jail, thinks that
an extreme ideological group has the same scientific authority as
an actual scientific/medical institution (Live Action is not the
same as the American Heart Association) and would have teach-
ers fired if a history lesson makes a student uncomfortable. We
wo u l d n’t be surprised if the next thing legislators do is determine
Holocaust education is not appropriate at any age — t h e re fo re
effectively banning any lessons on the topic.

EDITORIAL

BY WILEY

BY STEPHAN PASTISPEARLS BEFORE SWINE

NON SEQUITUR

The Good, the Bad
and the Stupid 2

Library bill spurs controversy

ADAM RAESE
Publisher

304-284-0300

CHRIS HALTERMAN
Production Director

304-291-9479

JESSICA BELLINO
Advertising Manager

304-225-3405

PAM QUEEN
Editor

304-291-9433

JESSICA NELSON
Opinion Editor
304-291-9470

H.C. Greer (1878-1948) & Agnes Jane Greer (1880-1972)

BRAD PENNINGTON
Circulation/Marketing

304-291-9465

House Republicans don’t
actually want to fix the border
HOUSE REPUBLICANS HAVE A
CHANCE TO PROVE THEY WANT TO
SOLVE THEIR DECLARED BORDER
CRISIS, and not just as a means
to inflame their base in an
election year.

Senate GOP leaders are sup-
porting a bipartisan compro-
mise on immigration, one that
would give them much of what
they want. The proposal would
raise the bar for asylum seek-
ers, make it easier to remove
migrants from the border and
restrict their ability to stay in
the U.S. while they await pro-
cessing. The deal would also
unlock emergency aid to
Ukraine and Israel.

But hardline House Repub-
licans, egged on by former Pres-
ident Donald Trump, are threat-
ening to kill the package, argu-
ing it doesn’t go far enough.

Senate leaders contend this
is the deal of a lifetime and
even Sen. Lindsey Graham, an
ardent Trump supporter,
warned his House counter-
parts that if they’re holding
hold out for a Trump reelec-
tion, they won’t get a better
deal. They would need a fil-
ibuster-proof, 60-vote majority
in the Senate for passage. Sen-
ate Minority Whip John
Thune, of South Dakota, con-
curred, adding, “the timing is
right to do this.”

Of course, that would mean
relinquishing an issue far-right
Republicans have spent decades
cultivating in favor of actual
progress on border control.

Trump, as he did in 2018, is
doing his best to scuttle any
potential deal that might rob
him of his signature
issue. He’s demanding
that Republicans do not
wh at ’s best for the
country, or even the
party, but for him. He
has publicly excoriated
any potential deal, and
recently wrote on Truth
Social that “I do not
think we should do a
Border Deal, at all,
unless we get EVERY-
THING needed to shut
down the INVASION of
Millions & Millions of

people …” “I have no doubt
that our wonderful Speaker of
the House, Mike Johnson, will
only make a deal that is PER-
FECT ON THE BORDER.”

But rejecting another border
deal is not without risk for
Republicans. The public is
beginning to see that it’s House
Republicans who are blocking
any movement on border con-
trol. They’re the real obstacle,
not President Joe Biden.

In addition to the deal’s
other elements, the White
House funding request seeks
$14 billion for U.S. border secu-
rity. That’s enough to pay for
1,300 more border patrol agents,
more asylum officers and hun-
dreds of judge teams to ease the
serious backlogs that are clog-
ging the system. More agents,
more officers and more judges
would go a long way toward
restoring a measure of order.

Biden isn’t disputing the
seriousness of the border
issue. He said as recently as
December that “I’ve made it
clear that we need Congress to
make changes to fix what is a
broken immigration system,
because … we all know it’s bro-
ke n , ” and that he was willing
to do “significantly more,”
including changes to policy to
keep the deal on track.

A major sticking point
between Senate Republicans
and Biden remains longstand-
ing presidential authority to
allow migrants into the U.S.
under special circumstances
known as “humanitarian
p a ro l e. ” One of the most recent
examples was in 2021, when
tens of thousands of Afghans

were relocated to the U.S. fol-
lowing this country’s with-
drawal from Afghanistan.

According to the National
Immigration Forum, under
humanitarian parole refugees
are protected from deportation
and can obtain work permits.
It’s not meant as a path to cit-
izenship and it offers no
extended benefits for family
m e m b e r s.

Nevertheless, Senate Repub-
licans want restrictions on its
use and that’s part of the give
and take of compromise. That’s
re a s o n abl e.

W h at ’s not reasonable is
House Republicans’ insistence
on something that can never
pass a Senate controlled — if
only marginally — by
D e m o c r at s.

Caught in all this is still-new
House Speaker Mike Johnson,
wh o ’s facing a rebellion from
the far-right wing of his con-
ference where a single vote can
trigger a motion to vacate —
the first step toward ushering
him out. He’s already under
fire for agreeing to another
short-term funding deal to
avoid a government shutdown.

So what do the hardliners
want? They’re insisting that
Biden authorize the 900-mile
border wall that Trump
promised but failed to deliver
during his presidency. They
want complete control over
shutting down the border if
necessary, and to deport even
unaccompanied minors to
their countries of origin.
Trump himself has repeatedly
promised to conduct the

biggest deportation
operations in history.

Senate Republicans,
to their credit, are tak-
ing the issue seriously
and doing what respon-
sible leaders do – ne go-
tiate. House Republi-
cans should do the
same, or risk the ire of
voters who see through
their tactics.

PATRICIA LOPEZ is a
Bloomberg Opinion columnist
covering politics and policy.

HOPPY KERCHEVAL
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BY JIM BISSETT
JBissett@DominionPost.com

James Foley’s homework
comes with horsepower.

And the points he has to sup-
port during papers and presen-
tations, more often than not,
involve load-bearing walls.

James, a senior at Clay-Bat-
telle Middle/High School and the
Monongalia Technical Education
Center, is the district’s Student of
the Month for January.

He sat down for an interview
with Superintendent Eddie
Campbell Jr., which can be
viewed on the district’s web site:
h t t p s : / / b o e. m o n o. k 1 2 . w v. u s / .

“It’s quite an honor, for me,
actually, to be able to come here
and talk to a student of your cal-
i b e r, ” the superintendent said.

Having completed his required
core classes at his high school in

Blacksville, James now spends
full days at MTEC, toggling back
and forth between his automotive
tech and carpentry classes.

Call him the DIY king, MTEC’s
director Greg Dausch said in his
n o m i n at i o n .

He never misses class, the
director said.

And, Dausch added, he never
fails to act upon his own initiative
as a student.

T hat’s because James is a
wrench-turner from way back
who also likes building things, as
he told the superintendent during

their sit-down session at his high
school in Blacksville.

“They have the programs I’ve
grown up doing, like automotive
and carpentry,” he said of his
senior days at the tech center on
Mississippi Street.

Programs, he said, that make
him want to give his all, every
d ay.

“The teachers are really good,”
the student said.

“They describe everything
how they want it done. How they
teach makes it clear and easy.”

So, the superintendent asked,

how would James “sell” c a re e r
technical education to his class-
mates who may be aware of MTEC
but aren’t doing coursework
t h e re ?

He’d hammer down, he said, on
his perspective as a student of the
month — who initially didn’t like
going to class.

Early on, in fact, he was ready
to chuck the whole deal.

Just like the dispatching of
broken boards and spent vinyl
siding into the Dumpster at the

‘The way they teach makes it clear and easy’
E D U CAT I O N

Photo Friday

BY ERIN CLEAVENGER
ECleavenger@DominionPost.com

Residents of West Virginia will
now have easier access to county
magistrate court filings from the
comfort of home — or wherever
you might be.

In an effort to make court
records more accessible,
Supreme Court of Appeals of West
Virginia Chief Justice Tim Arm-
stead announced the new online
database Thursday afternoon in a
brief press conference. A demon-
stration of the new online service
fo l l owe d .

Justice Elizabeth D. Walker,
Justice John A. Hutchison, Jus-
tice William R. Wooton and Jus-
tice C. Haley Bunn joined Arm-
stead for the announcement in
the West Virginia Law Library.

Armstead said residents are
now able to easily search mag-
istrate court records back to 2003
or earlier for all 55 counties
simultaneously, thanks to the
internal efforts of IT staff for the
court system.

Prior to the online database,
magistrate court information
could only be accessed through
the local county courthouse. It
can now be found from any com-
puter, smart phone or internet
capable device.

“We understand that this court
belongs to the people of our state,
and it needs to be open and acces-
sible to those who have a need to
have information related to our
court system and filings in mag-
istrate court,” Armstead said.

The database was rolled out
Thursday and is now live and can
be accessed by visiting
cour tswv.gov.

The search system is com-
pletely free to use and does not
require any type of registration,

Armstead said. Anyone with a
computer or mobile device can
enter a first or last name or a case
number and it will generate

Newly launched
mag istrate
court database
brings court
info home

T E C H N O L O GY

Submitted photo

Eric Fairbanks, of Morgantown, captured this photo of Felix the Cat pouncing on Milo while playing in the snow on Saturday. To submit a shot
for Photo Friday, send a high-resolution digital image to DPNews@dominionpost.com. Include your name and information about the photo,
including where and when it was taken.

Commissioners vote to update employee handbook
BY JENIFFER GRAHAM
DPNews@DominionPost.com

KINGWOOD — In an unusually short
meeting, Preston County commissioners
voted to move forward with an agreement to
update their employee handbook.

The cost of the update is not to exceed
$3,000.

Commissioner Samantha Stone said once
the employee handbook is updated, elected
officials can choose to adopt it or not to use it.
She said attorney Wendy Greve will provide
a training session with county employees
about the changes being made.

Greve works with the firm of Pullin,
Fowler, Flanagan, Brown, and Poe.

“We have a retainer with them but the
hourly rate increased,” she said. “I asked
Wendy to redo our contract with the firm and
we will have it on the next agenda,” she
said.

In a letter to Commission President Don
Smith, Greve wrote, “I am writing to confirm
my retention to proved general legal counsel,
as needed at the following rates: Wendy
Greve, $250 per hour; associate, $185 per
hour; and paralegal, $95 per hour.”

“We will keep accurate records of the time

devoted to your work for billing purposes,
including conferences conducted in person
or by telephone, negotiations, legal research,
file review, document preparation and revi-
sion, travel on behalf of your corporation and
other activities related to this representa-
tion. Reimbursable costs include, by way of
example, filing fees, travel expense, telecopy
charges, courier charges, computer
research, and photocopying,” Greve wrote.

In other business, County Administrator
Nate Raybeck said Panhandle Cleaning and
Restoration, the company repairing water
damage at the sheriff ’s office, said the floors
downstairs have been completed. He said
next week Panhandle would complete the
punch list and clean up. Raybeck said the
electrical work is yet to be completed.

Commissioner Hunter Thomas said Pre-
ston County Senior Citizens is planning to
add some Buckwheat Expresss routes to the
Bruceton Mills area. He said once a week the
bus will provide service from Bruceton to
Morgantown and from Bruceton to King-
wood. Thomas said other routes might be
initiated in the future.

Commissioners went into executive ses-
sion to discuss personnel and legal matters.

No action was taken.
For those interested in running for office,

the filing period ends at noon Saturday for
filing in person. Mailed filings will be
accepted if they are postmarked prior to noon
on Saturday.

The next meeting of the Preston County
Commission will be 10:30 a.m. Jan. 30.

The first February meeting will be at
9 a.m. Feb. 7.

PRESTON COUNTY

Mon Schools’
Student of the
Month for January

COMMISSIONER SAMANTHA STONE
SAID ONCE THE EMPLOYEE

HANDBOOK IS UPDATED, ELECTED
OFFICIALS CAN CHOOSE TO ADOPT IT

OR NOT TO USE IT.

SEE STUDENT, A-5

SEE DATABASE, A-5
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work site.
“I had no desire to

g o, ” he said.
Until MTEC.
“I started coming

here and it changed my
point of view on going to
s ch o o l , ” he said.

“How much it works
and how much it will
actually help benefit
yo u . ”

And, as it turned out,

the student, who can
make engines purr did
his own tune-up at Clay-
Battelle, after all.

It was smooth cruis-
ing, he said, once he gave
it chance and made him-
self do it.

As with MTEC, Clay-
B at t e l l e ’s teachers, he
said, were the master
mechanics for this job.

“T hey’ve helped me
more than I could ever
thank them.”

WITH ALL THIS SNOWY
WEATHER, ARE YOUR KIDS
HOME WITH YOU looking for
something fun to do? Well,
I have just the idea for
you. In less than five min-
utes, you and your little
ones can whip up a deli-
cious batch of snow ice
c re a m !

I remember when I was
young, there were a few
times that we had snow
days and got to make snow
ice cream. This was so
mind-blowing to me as a
kid, because I had no idea
that you could use snow to
make ice cream or that it
could be so easy.

So, when it started snow-
ing last week, I knew that I
wanted to do this activity
with my kiddos.

The most important
thing when making snow
ice cream is to make sure
you are using the top layer
of snow so you aren’t get-
ting the dirt from the
ground. It’s also important
to make sure not to use
yellow snow, for obvious
re a s o n s.

For this snow day treat,
all you need are five ingre-
dients, a bowl and a spoon.
Yo u ’ll need milk, sugar,
vanilla extract, sea salt and
fresh snow. The sea salt is
optional, but it does make
the vanilla flavor pop a little
more. If vanilla isn’t your
favorite flavor, you can use

cocoa powder to make it
chocolate. The best part to
this is adding all the fun,
yummy toppings your heart
d e s i re s.

So, we know the ingre-
dients, but how do we make
it? It’s super easy! For 2-4
servings, you take 1 cup of
milk, 1/3 cup of sugar, 1 tea-
spoon of vanilla extract, a
pinch of sea salt, and whisk
it all together.

Once it is combined, you
add 8 cups of fresh snow
and stir it into the milk
mixture until you have the
consistency you want. It’s
that simple! Then you can
top it with sprinkles or
cookie crumbles or my
personal favorite, chocolate
syr up.

So next time you have
snow and are looking for a
sweet way to celebrate with
your kids, remember to
make snow ice cream!

ANN BURNS is a Morgantown
native, raising two young children
with her husband, Drake. She
writes weekly columns for The
Dominion Post. Contact her at
Columns@DominionPost.com.

ANN BURNS

Turn snow into a sweet
treat and a fun activity

MOM’S CORNER

CANDIDATE FILINGS
DPNews@DominionPost.com

The candidate filing
period in West Virginia
runs through Saturday.

Early voting will be
May 1-11.

Primary election day is
May 14. Polls open at
6:30 a.m. and close at
7:30 p.m.

These statewide and
area state office candidates
filed with the secretary of
state on Monday, Tuesday
or Wednesday. The
notation (I) indicates
incumbent.

Candidates for county
offices also filed this week.

U.S. President
Ryan Binkley, Texas, R
Don Lindsay, Baker,

W.Va., R
Dean Phillips,

Minnesota, D
U.S. Senate
Bryan Bird, Beckley, R
Secretary of State
Brian Wood, Winfield, R
Attorney General
Richie Robb, South

Charleston, D

Gover nor
Moore Capito,

Charleston, R
Chase Linko-Looper,

Saint Albans, Mountain
Chris Miller,

Huntington, R
Secretary of State
Ken Reed, Hedgesville,

R
Attorney General
John “J. B . ” M c C u s ke y,

Charleston, R
Mike Stuart, South

Charleston, R
House of Delegates
Frankie Delapas, Fair-

mont, D, District 74
Mai-Lyn Sadler, Morgan-

town, D, District 82
Rick Wolfe, Bridgeport,

R, District 73
Stephanie Spears

Tomana, Idamay, D, District
75

Monongalia County
Commissioner

MaryAnn Babich Folz —
R

Monongalia County
Assessor

Rich Jacobs — R

Senate Education Committee hears results of WVEA
survey, showing high levels of stress and burnout
BY DAVID BEARD
DBeard@DominionPost.com

West Virginia Educa-
tion Association Presi-
dent Dale Lee presented
the Senate Education
Committee with the
results of a survey that
show high levels of stress
and burnout across all
staff — teachers, support
staff and service person-
nel — and challenges
recruiting new teachers.

“The staffing issues
will continue to grow if
something isn’t done to
address the concerns,” he
said Thursday. “It’s time
for us to focus on public
education in a way that
improves the working
conditions of our employ-
ees and the learning con-
ditions of our students.”

The survey was con-
ducted last November, he
said, among 700 WVEA
m e m b e r s.

Dissatisfaction with
working conditions was
high: 73%, somewhat dis-
satisfied, 33% very dissat-
isfied, 27% somewhat sat-
isfied; only 2% very sat-
isfied. Dissatisfaction
was highest among teach-
ers with five years or less
of experience.

Four issues ranked as
the top concerns, all iden-
tified by 98% of respon-
dents: stress and
burnout; leaving the pro-
fession; lack of respect;
and salaries. Asked to
narrow the field to just
two issues, salaries and
student behavior rose to
the top.

In the area of teacher
burnout, 26% said this
school year is the highest
year ever for them, while
36% said burnout is
higher than in previous
ye a r s.

Will they keep
teaching: 18% are very

confident they will; 54%
are somewhat confident;
35% are not at all con-
fident and 12% are
unsure. Lack of confi-
dence is highest among
those with six to 20 years
of experience.

What would convince
them to stay: raises, 28%;
respect, 20%; improve
safety and student disci-
pline, 19%; less paper-
work, 17%; smaller
class sizes and more
1-1 instruction, 11%.

Lee said the survey
revealed that teacher
stress levels are higher
now than during the pan-
demic. And there has
been a 14% reduction in
the number of students
entering education pro-
grams, meaning it’s
harder to recruit.

West Virginia isn’t the
only state experiencing
these problems, he said.
It’s nationwide. But other

states are working on
solutions so competition
for educators is at an all
time high.

Many states are offer-
ing raises and reforms,
he said. While West Vir-
ginia has provided
teacher raises in the past
four of five years, the
raises aren’t keeping
pace with other states
and West Virginia fell
from 46th to 50th in the
National Education
Association ranking of
average teacher pay.

The senators thanked
Lee for the information.
Committee chair Amy
Grady, R-Mason, said that
next week, either Tues-
day or Thursday, they will
review a state Depart-
ment of Education survey
conducted among all
teachers that drew
almost three times the
responses: 2,022.

S TAT E

search results.
With a quick scroll down

the main webpage, users
will see a resources section.
Under that, there is a Mag-
istrate Records Search
option.

Clicking that link takes
you to the database search
page — it may ask you to
verify you are a human first
— where you can search by
name, case number, cita-
tion number, filing date,
case type and court
l o c at i o n .

It is important to pay
attention to your search
results as two or more peo-
ple may have the same
name. For example, a com-
mon name like John Smith
could show results for sev-
eral different people with
that name. Birth dates will
typically be listed with
search results to help clear
up potential confusion.

Once results are gener-
ated, you can pull up case
related information like
prior and future court
dates, bond or fine

amounts, judgments and
people involved with your
case. However, related
court documents are not
available for viewing
online. Case-related docu-
ments can still be obtained
through county court-
h o u s e s.

The search system can
help callers and visitors in
need of copies of court
records to know what to ask
for and which county they
need to contact.

The public can continue
to use existing public
access terminals located in
each magistrate court
cl e rk ’s office, which will be
enhanced to include search
results from all counties
s t at ew i d e.

“There has been a real
commitment with this
court over the last several
years to try to make court
records more accessible,”
Armstead said. “We think
this is the next step in that
process. We’re going to con-
tinue to look for new oppor-
tunities to make our
documents and records
even more accessible.”

WVU junior injured in September explosion dies
BY ERIN CLEAVENGER
ECleavenger@DominionPost.com

Family and friends are
mourning the loss of a
20-year-old West Virginia
University junior who died
last week after suffering
injuries in a Sept. 6, 2023,
explosion at her
off-campus residence in
Morg antown.

According to her obit-
uary, Carly Joan Grozier of
Bethlehem, Pa., passed
away surrounded by
friends and family on
Jan. 17 at West Penn Hos-
pital in Pittsburgh.

Grozier was one of four
victims involved in the
home explosion on Wells
Street in September but
was the only one exposed
to the full force of the blast.
She was air-lifted to an
intensive care burn unit in
Pittsburgh after suffering
third-degree burns on 50%
of her body.

The cause of the
explosion was thought to
be related to a gas leak.

In her obituary, it
states Grozier was
“overwhelmed by the

outpouring of love and sup-
port she received from her
friends, family, her health-
care team, and community
during the last months of
her life.”

She was known for her
“vibrant personality, fight-
ing spirit, sass, and sense
of humor,” it said.

“She was many things
— a daughter, niece,
cousin, and friend. Carly
was an athlete, comedian,
and fashionista. Most
importantly, she was a
kind and generous person
who never failed to put the
needs of others over her
ow n . ”

Grozier was studying
communications and social
media at WVU, where she
was also a member of the
WVU Women’s Lacrosse
C l u b.

The lacrosse club posted
a statement to its social
media following Grozier’s
d e at h .

“We are deeply saddened
by the news that our team-
mate and friend passed
away peacefully sur-
rounded by her family on

January 17, 2024. Everyone
on our team loved Carly
dearly and her light radi-
ated throughout everyone
she was around. Our heart
goes out to her family and
friends during this hard
time. Her effect on the team
will not be forgotten. She is
forever in our hearts,” they
said.

In Grozier’s honor, the
team started a fundraiser
through the popular crowd-
funding site GoFundMe to
benefit the burn unit at
West Penn Hospital. The
campaign is titled Donation
to West Penn in Carly
Gro zier’s Honor.

The Grozier family has
requested that instead of
flowers, those wishing to
honor Carly should con-
sider donating to the burn
unit at West Penn Hospital,
where she was staying.

All money raised by the
team’s campaign will be
given directly to the hospital
in their teammate’s honor.

“We want to bring
together the WVU Commu-
nity and support Carly’s
cause. Anyone who knew

Carly knew of the light she
possessed and her ability to
always make you laugh,”
fundraiser information
states. “We hope that this
donation will carry on her
light and contagious atti-
tude and spread word to her
story. We know that she will
not be forgotten. Any and all
donations are greatly
ap p re c i at e d . ”

Donations to the burn
unit can also be made by
check with “Burn Concern”
written in the memo line
and sent to The Western
Pennsylvania Hospital
Foundation, 4818 Liberty
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA
15224.

You can donate online at
supportahn.org. After
choosing your gift amount,
select West Penn Hospital,
and then type Burn Con-
cern in the box below Other
D e s i g n at i o n .

A private burial will be
held for Grozier on Jan. 31
with visitation the previous
day at Herron Funeral
Homes in her hometown of
Bethlehem, Pa.

U P DAT E
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Prosecutor tells jury that mother of Michigan
school shooter is at fault for 4 student deaths
Associated Press

PONTIAC, Mich. — A
school shooting that killed
four students in Michigan
could have been prevented
if the mother of the armed
teen had removed him
after seeing his violent
drawings that same day, a
prosecutor told jurors
Thursday in an uncom-
mon trial about parental
re s p o n s i b i l i t y.

Jennifer Crumbley is
charged with involuntary
manslaughter in the Nov.
30, 2021, attack at Oxford
High School. Prosecutors
say she and husband
James Crumbley were
grossly negligent and that
their son’s actions were
fo re s e e abl e.

Jennifer Crumbley was
aware of Ethan Crumbley’s
deteriorating mental health
and social isolation and
knew that a gun drawn on a
math assignment resembled
the one that he had used
with her at a shooting
range, assistant prosecutor
Marc Keast said.

“This was a purchase cel-
ebrated by Jennifer on
Instagram: ‘Mom and son

day testing out his new X-
mas present,’” Keast said,
quoting a social media
post.

Instead of taking the
boy home from school after
seeing the drawing, Jen-
nifer and husband James
Crumbley left a meeting
after 11 minutes and
allowed him to stay. He

soon killed four students
and wounded several oth-
ers. No one had checked
his backpack for a gun.

The case against Jen-
nifer Crumbley and her
husband, who will stand
trial in March, marks the
first time that a parent has
been charged in a mass
shooting at a U.S. school.

“Even though she didn’t
pull the trigger, she’s
responsible for those
d e at h s, ” Keast said in his
opening statement.

Keast focused on two key
themes: access to a gun at
the Crumbley home and the
school meeting on the day of
the shooting, when a
teacher was alarmed by the
t e e n’s drawing of blood and
a gun and the phrase, “T he
thoughts won’t stop. Help
m e. ”

“The two people in the
world that had all of the
information, all the back-
ground to put this drawing
into context, were James
and Jennifer Crumbley,”
Keast said. “They didn’t say
a ny t h i n g . ”

They failed to follow
through on “small and easy
things that would have
prevented all this from
h ap p e n i n g , ” he said.

Defense attorney Shan-
non Smith told jurors that
evidence of the shooting will
“make you sick and dis-
gusted.” But she said Jen-
nifer Crumbley was manip-
ulated by her son and wasn’t
to blame.

Detroit Free Press via AP

Jennifer Crumbley becomes emotional after seeing video
of her son walking through Oxford High School during the
Nov. 30, 2021 shooting rampage in the courtroom of
Oakland County Judge Cheryl Matthews in Pontiac,
Mich.

CRIME

Man arrested outside Taylor Swift’s Manhattan
townhouse reportedly spotted there about 30 times
Associated Press

NEW YORK — A man
charged with stalking
and harassment after his
arrest near singer Taylor
Swift’s Manhattan town-
house had been spotted
there dozens of times in
the past two months and
was repeatedly asked to
leave, according to court
documents released
We d n e s d ay.

David Crowe, 33, of
Seattle was taken into
custody Monday evening
and again Wednesday

afternoon by officers
responding to complaints
of an emotionally dis-
turbed man acting errat-
ically near Swift’s home
in the exclusive Tribeca
neighborhood, spokes-
people for the New York
Police Department said.

Crowe was arraigned
Wednesday on stalking
and harassment charges
related to Monday’s
arrest and given super-
vised release. The pros-
ecutor’s request for an
order of protection was

granted, according to a
spokesperson from Man-
hattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg’s office.

A short time after leav-
ing court, police say they
arrested Crowe again
near Swift’s townhouse
and charged him with
four counts of criminal
contempt related to the
protection order.

The Associated Press
left a phone message
seeking comment with
C rowe ’s attorney in the
public defender’s office.

Court documents say
an unidentified security
worker had spotted
Crowe near the singer’s
home about 30 times
since Nov. 25. Crowe was
asked about 10 times not
to approach the building
or to leave, according to
the complaint.

In seeking supervised
release Wednesday, Assis-
tant District Attorney
Harriet Jiranek said
C rowe ’s “continued con-
duct in showing up to this
location despite numer-

ous directives to leave
shows a clear risk that
the defendant will not
abide by court orders to
return to court. ”

It was unclear if Swift
was home on Monday or
Wednesday when Crowe
was taken into custody. A
representative for the
singer did not return
emails from the AP seek-
ing comment. Police
would not confirm
reports that Crowe also
was detained Saturday
outside the townhouse
and released.

Swift on Sunday was in
the Buffalo, New York,
area, where her
boyfriend, Kansas City
Chiefs tight end Travis
Kelce, played against the
Buffalo Bills in an NFL
playoff game. The Chiefs
won 27-24.

Swift’s Manhattan
townhouse has been the
scene of several break-ins
when Swift wasn’t there,
including by some who
were identified as
s t a l ke r s.

H E A LT H CA R E

Ohio bans gender-affirming care and restricts
transgender athletes despite GOP governor’s veto
Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio —
Ohio has banned gender-
affirming care for minors
and restricted transgender
wo m e n’s and girls’ par tic-
ipation on sports teams, a
move that has families of
transgender children
scrambling over how best
to care for them.

The Republican-domi-
nated Senate voted Wednes-
day to override GOP Gov.
Mike DeWine’s veto. The
new law bans gender-
affirming surgeries and
hormone therapies, and
restricts mental health care
for transgender individuals
under 18. The measure also
bans transgender girls and
women from girls and
wo m e n’s sports teams at
both the K-12 and collegiate
l eve l .

The override cleared the
chamber 24-8 mostly along
party lines, save Sen.
Nathan Manning, a Repub-
lican from Cuyahoga
County who has consis-
tently broken from his
party on the issue.

Officials expect the law
to take effect in roughly

90 days. The Republican-
majority House had voted
to override the veto earlier
this month.

Two of Kat Scaglione’s
three children are trans-
gender, and the Chagrin
Falls artist is devastated,
but not surprised, by the
new law. Her 14-year-old
daughter Amity is already
receiving mental health
services and some medica-
tion, and would be able to

continue her treatment
under the law’s grandfather
clause, but she wouldn’t be
able to seek anything fur-
ther, such as hormone ther-
apies, and would have to go
out of state to progress in
her gender-affirming care.

Scaglione and her part-
ner, Matt, are even consid-
ering moving their family
out of state entirely, despite
recently buying a house in
a school district and

community that’s safer for
Amity and her 10-year-old
sister, Lexi, who is also
transgender. They don’t feel
welcome in Ohio, and don’t
see that changing anytime
soon.

“Even as we’ve settled in
and have good things right
now, we’re constantly look-
ing over our shoulder wait-
ing for something to change
to the point where we have
to get out now,” Sca glione
said. “It’s been hard to
move somewhere and try to
make it home, while you’re
constantly feeling like at
any moment you may have
to flee.”

DeWine reiterated
Wednesday that he vetoed
the legislation — to the cha-
grin of his party — to pro-
tect parents and children
from government over-
reach on medical decisions.
But the first week of Jan-
uary, he signed an executive
order banning gender-
affirming surgeries for peo-
ple under 18 despite med-
ical professionals main-
taining that such surgeries
a re n’t happening in the
s t at e.

AP photo

Protesters advocating for transgender rights and
healthcare stand outside of the Ohio Statehouse in
Columbus, Ohio.
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SAFETY

Delta plane loses
nose wheel as it
prepared for takeoff
Associated Press

A Boeing 757 jet oper-
ated by Delta Air Lines lost
a nose wheel while prepar-
ing for takeoff from
Atlanta.

Delta Flight 982 —
headed to Bogota, Colom-
bia — was taxiing for
departure at Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta Interna-
tional Airport when the
incident took place around
11:15 a.m. Saturday,
according to the Federal
Aviation Administration,
which is investigating the
incident.

The plane is 32 years old
and is not the same model
as the 737 Max that has
raised safety concerns in
recent years.

“All customers and
their bags were removed
from the aircraft, trans-
ferred to the gate and onto
a replacement aircraft,”
Delta said. “We apologize

to our customers for the
i n c o nve n i e n c e. ”

No one was injured, a
Delta spokesperson told
The Associated Press —
adding that the plane was
re-tired and placed back
into service the next day.

According to the the
Atlanta-based airline,
172 passengers, two pilots
and four flight attendants
were on board the flight.

When contacted by The
AP Wednesday, Boeing did
not comment further. The
Arlington, Virginia, air-
craft maker ended produc-
tion of the 757 nearly
20 years ago.

There have been a
string of mishaps involv-
ing Boeing planes over
recent years but it is
unclear who is to blame for
the most recent incident.
Delta is responsible for
maintaining its planes.

L E G I S L AT U R E

A sampling of bills
introduced Wednesday
and Thursday
BY DAVID BEARD
DBeard@DominionPost.com

Here is a sampling of
bills introduced Wednes-
day and Thursday. Local
sponsors and cosponsors
are noted.
n SB 529, to include

Salem University in the
PROMISE Scholarship
prog ram.
n SB 530, to remove the

requirement for a county to
draft and adopt comprehen-
sive zoning ordinances.
n SB 531, to allow char-

ter schools to charge Hope
Scholarship students for
classes that students enroll
in at the charter school.
n SB 532, the Orphan Oil

and Gas Well Prevention
Act of 2024, to prevent oil
and gas wells form being
orphaned on surface
ow n e r ’s land with no
responsible driller or oper-
ator with the resources to
plug the well. Sen. Randy
Smith, R-Tucker, lead spon-
sor; Sen. Mike Caputo,
D-Marion, co-sponsor.
n HB 5058, to provide a

process by which a city may
hold an election to recall an
o rd i n a n c e.
n HB 5060, to allow

partisan elections for
county board of education
m e m b e r s.
n HB 5066, to prohibit

electric bicycles, or
“e - b i ke s, ” for hunting use
in this state.
n SB 545, to establish the

E-cigarette and E-cigarette
Liquid Directory.
n SB 549, to permit

investigators in the State
Tax Division to carry

concealed weapons. Sen.
Randy Smith, R-Tucker,
c o - s p o n s o r.
n SB 558, to require pub-

licly funded medical
schools to teach the most
current evidence-based,
life-saving methods, includ-
ing abortion pill reverse.
n SB 559, to eliminate

the requirement that 14- or
15-year-olds obtain a work
permit; establishing that
employer seeking to hire a
child 14 or older receive an
age certificate from the
commission prior to
employing the child; pro-
viding commissioner the
authority to issue age cer-
tificates for children ages
14 and over.
n HB 5068, to provide that

operating any vehicle at
speeds in excess of
25 mph over the posted speed
limit is reckless driving.
n HB 5072, the Act to

Prohibit the Purchase of
Small Unmanned Aircrafts
Manufactured or Assem-
bled by a Covered Foreign
E n t i t y.
n HB 5084, to require

that a valid driver’s license,
state identification card, or
military identification card
be presented to verify the
minimum age of 18 for the
purchase or acceptance of
tobacco related products.
Delegates Amy Summers,
R-Taylor, Phil Mallow,
R-Marion, co-sponsors.
n SB 5184, to require

inmates to be housed based
on their biological sex.
n SB 5186, to protect

gasoline-powered, state
vehicles from government
b a n s.
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O B I T UA R I E S

Paul Shogren
Paul W. “Sunshine”

Shogren, 94, of Oakland,
Md., passed away on Jan.
16, 2024, at Cherry Hill
Assisted Living. Born on
May 30, 1929, in Pittsburgh,
he was the son of the late
Paul W. Shogren, Sr. and
Gertrude (Curry) Shogren.

Paul obtained his B.S. in
forestry in 1951 from Penn
State University. After
graduation, he enlisted in
the U.S. Marine Corps, and
served in Korea during the
war. He subsequently
served 18 years in the Army
Reserves and National
Guard. In 1963, he earned a
Master of Divinity from
Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary. Paul worked 30
years for the U.S. Govern-
ment in the Forestry Ser-
vice and Land Manage-
ment. He was active in the
Boy Scouts of America for
79 years, earning Eagle and
Silver Beaver awards. An
active member of St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church,
he also volunteered with
Christian Crossing Thrift
Shop, Habitat for Human-
ity, Garrett County Histor-
ical Society, Garrett County
Forestry Board, 4-H, the
Marine Corps, and the

American Legion.
Paul is survived by his

loving wife, Donna Lee
(Wagner) Shogren; two
sons, Gunnar Paul Shogren
and wife Stephanie Swan,
and Björn Paul Shogren;
sister, Gertrude (Shogren)
Poppleton; and numerous
nieces, nephews, and
cousins. In addition to his
parents, he is preceded in
death by his sister, Sandy
(Shogren) Lenthall.

Friends will be received
to Celebrate Paul’s Life at
St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church, 318 East Oak St.
Oakland, MD., at 1 p.m. on
Feb. 1, 2024. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made
to St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church or Chris-
tian CrossingThrift Shop.

The Shogren family has
been especially apprecia-
tive of the help from the
staff of Cherry Hill
Assisted Living, Tracy and
Johnny Lipscomb, David
Gomez, Chris Crabtree, and
Rob and Diana Heilig.

The C & S Fredlock
Funeral Home, P.A. is hon-
ored to be serving the
Shogren family at this
t i m e.

Emil Alexander
Emil Paul Alexander of

Morgantown, passed away
at his home
sur rounded
by family on
Jan. 24,
2024. He was
10 days shy
of his 97th
bir thday.

F riends
and family
will be

received at St. Mary Roman
Catholic Church, 3346 Uni-
versity Ave., Morgantown,
from 5-8 p.m. on Sunday,
Jan. 28, and again on Mon-
day, Jan. 29, from 10 a.m.
until the Mass of Christian
Burial at 11 a.m. with

Father John McDonough as
celebrant. A private family
committal service will take
place at a later time at Bev-
erly Hills Memorial Gar-
dens with full military
funeral rites.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made in his
memory to St. Ursula Food
Pantry Outreach, P.O. Box
18, Pursglove, WV 26546 or
The Pantry Plus More,
9 Rousch Dr., Morgantown,
WV 26501

A full obituary will
appear in the Sunday edi-
tion of the Dominion Post
and be updated at
w w w. h a s t i n g s f u n e r a l
h o m e. c o m

Emil
Alexander

N AT I O N

Jill Biden is helping promote
a new gun safety initiative
with school principals
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — T he
White House is trying to
enlist school leaders to
help spread the word
about the importance of
safely storing firearms to
protect children.

The new initiative is
being announced Thurs-
day at an event for school
principals with first lady
Jill Biden and Education
Secretary Miguel Car-
dona. Also participating
will be Stefanie Feldman,
who runs the White House
Office of Gun Violence
P reve n t i o n .

“We know safe storage
of firearms can save lives,
especially by reducing
suicide by firearms and
school shootings,” Fe l d-
man told reporters.

Guns are the leading
cause of death for Amer-
ican children, and most
guns used in school shoot-
ings are taken from the
shooter’s home.

“I know that there are
some parents who wake
up every day, drop their

kids off for school and
while they’re watching
their kids walk through
that door, there’s just a
little part of them that
worries about gun vio-
lence during the school
d ay, ” Feldman said.

As part of the
announcement, the Jus-
tice Department will
release a guide to safe
firearm storage, and the
Education Department
will distribute materials
to schools that can be
shared with families.

The administration has
relied on initiatives like
this one, which involves
limited executive action
and promoting voluntary
measures, at a time when
tougher gun control pro-
posals are nonstarters in
Cong ress.

T here’s no federal law
requiring gun owners to
lock up their firearms,
although the White House
has encouraged such
rules to be implemented at
the state level.

IN MEMORIAM

Melanie, singer-songwriter
of ‘Brand New Key’ and
other ‘70s hits, dies at 76
Associated Press

Melanie, the singer-
songwriter who rose
through the New York folk
scene, performed at Wood-
stock and had a series of
1970s hits including the
enduring cultural phe-
nomenon “Brand New
Ke y, ” has died.

Her publicist Billy
James told The Associ-
ated Press that Melanie
died Tuesday. She was 76
and lived in central Ten-
nessee. The cause was not
immediately revealed.

“Our world is much
dimmer, the colors of a
dreary, rainy Tennessee
pale with her absence
t o d ay, ” her children
Leilah, Jeordie and Beau
Jarred, said in a post on
her Facebook page
announcing her death.

With a voice that could
shift from high-pitched
and coy to a deep soulful
rasp, Melanie wrote and
sang hits including “Look
What They’ve Done to My
Song Ma” and “Lay Down
(Candles in the Rain).”

She was best known for
“Brand New Key,” a song
from her 1971 album
“Gather Me” that she
wrote about about a girl
who bikes and skates past
the house of a boy she
longs for. It became a No. 1
hit in the U.S. and several
other countries.

With echoes of the pop-
ular songs of the ‘20s and
‘30s, it combines a youth-
ful simplicity with a
winking adult sophistica-
tion in its chorus:

“Well, I’ve got a brand-
new pair of roller skates,
yo u ’ve got a brand-new
key, I think that we should
get together, and try them
on to see.”

She would say in later
interviews that she didn’t
necessarily intend sexual
innuendo in the song, but
those who heard it
we re n’t necessarily
w ro n g .

“I probably have a
quirky way of writing,
and I think I was mis-
understood,” she told the
Tennessean newspaper in
2014. “I had this smiling,
cherubic thing, and I
think that worked against
me. Girls with guitars
who were relevant were
angst-filled and angular.”

The song has had sev-
eral revivals in the
decades since. It had a key
place in Paul Thomas
A n d e r s o n’s 1997 film
“Boogie Nights” and was
lip-synced by Jimmy Fal-
lon on “The Tonight
S h ow ” in 2016.

Born Melanie Safka,
the daughter of a jazz
singer, in Queens, New
York, she studied at the
American Academy of
Dramatic Arts and per-
formed in the coffee
houses of Greenwich Vil-
lage and other New York
folk hubs.

She released her self-
titled debut album in 1969,
and had hit songs in
Europe with “Bobo’s
Par ty” and “Beautiful
Pe o p l e. ”

C OU RT S

Trump White House official Peter Navarro gets a 4-month
sentence for defying a House Jan. 6 subpoena
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Trump White House offi-
cial Peter Navarro, who
was convicted of contempt
of Congress for refusing to
cooperate with a congres-
sional investigation into
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on
the U.S. Capitol, was sen-
tenced on Thursday to four
months behind bars.

He was the second
Trump aide convicted of
contempt of Congress
charges. Former White
House adviser Steve Ban-
non previously received a
four-month sentence but is
free pending appeal.

Navarro was found
guilty of defying a sub-
poena for documents and a
deposition from the House
Jan. 6 committee. He served
as a White House trade
adviser under then-Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
later promoted the Repub-
l i c a n’s baseless claims of
mass voter fraud in the 2020
election he lost to Democrat

Joe Biden.
U.S. District Judge Amit

Mehta told Navarro that it
took “ch u t z p a h ” for him to
assert that he accepted
responsibility for his
actions while also suggest-
ing that his prosecution
was politically motivated.

“You are not a victim.
You are not the object of a

political prosecution,” the
judge said. “These are cir-
cumstances of your own
making.”

Navar ro’s attorneys
filed a notice that he is
appealing his conviction
and sentence.

Navarro has said he
c o u l d n’t cooperate with the
committee because Trump

had invoked executive priv-
ilege. The judge barred him
from making that argu-
ment at trial, however, find-
ing that he didn’t show
Trump had actually
invoked it.

Navarro said in court
before his sentencing
Thursday that the House
committee investigating
the Jan. 6 attack had led
him to believe that it
accepted his invocation of
executive privilege.

“Nobody in my position
should be put in conflict
between the legislative
branch and the executive
b r a n ch , ” he told the judge.

Mehta said that assert-
ing executive privilege is
not “magic dust to avoid a
d u t y. ”

“It’s not a get-out-of-jail-
free card,” the judge
added.

A federal prosecutor,
John Crabb Jr., told the
judge that the Justice
Department enforces the
law “without fear, favor or
political influence.”

AP photo

Former Trump White House official Peter Navarro talks to
the media as he arrives at U.S. Federal Courthouse in
Washington.

NEWS BRIEFS
Associated Press

Herbert Coward dies in
North Carolina crash

Authorities say Her-
bert Coward, known for
his “Toothless Man” ro l e
in the movie “D e l ive r -
a n c e, ” has died in a crash
on a western North Car-
olina highway. North
Carolina Highway Patrol
Sgt. M.J. Owens says the
crash happened Wednes-
day as Coward and
Bertha Brooks left a doc-
tor’s appointment and
Coward pulled out in
front of a pickup truck.
Coward and Brooks as
well as a Chihuahua and
pet squirrel were killed.
Coward had a small but
memorable role in John
Boor man’s 1972 classic
“D e l ive r a n c e. ” The film
focuses on a group of
businessmen canoeing in
Georgia whose adventure
turns into a backwoods
nightmare when local
mountain men assault
them.

Woman dies due to
mislabeled cookies

HARTFORD, Conn. —
A New York City woman
died after eating a mis-
labeled cookie containing
peanuts. Stew Leonard’s
announced Tuesday that
Vanilla Florentine Cook-
ies sold in its grocery
stores in Danbury and
Newington in Connecti-
cut from Nov. 6 to Dec. 31
were being recalled. The
retailer said about
500 packages of the hol-
iday cookies were sold.
Connecticut officials say
a New York resident died
after eating them at a
social gathering in Con-
necticut. That person
was identified Thursday
as 25-year-old dancer
Órla Baxendale by a law
firm representing her
i n t e re s t s.

Colman Domingo to
play Joe Jackson

NEW YORK — F resh
off his Oscar nomination,
Colman Domingo has
joined the upcoming
Michael Jackson biopic
“M i ch a e l ” to play the pop
star’s domineering
father, Joe Jackson. Lion-
sgate announced Thurs-
day that Domingo has
been cast in Antoine
Fuqua’s currently-in-pro-
duction film. On Tuesday,
Domingo was nominated
for best actor by the
Academy Awards for his
performance as the civil
rights activist Bayard
Rustin in “Ru s t i n . ” Jo e
Jackson, who died in

2018, was the controver-
sial patriarch of a musi-
cal family, launching the
Jackson 5 and the solo
careers of Michael and
Janet. But he was also an
alienating manager and
abusive father whose
children later in life dis-
tanced themselves.
“M i ch a e l ” is to schedule
to open in theaters in
April next year.

Robitussin maker
recalls cough syrup

WASHINGTON — T he
maker of Robitussin is
recalling several lots of
cough syrup due to con-
tamination that could
pose a serious risk to
people with weakened
immune systems. The
recall affects eight lots of
Robitussin cough syrup
for adults containing
honey. The Food and
Drug Administration
posted the company’s
announcement to its web-
site Wednesday. The com-
pany says the products
may contain dangerously
high levels of yeast. Yeast
is a natural component of
honey, but the levels
detected by the company
were beyond allowed
measurements. The
recalled products were
Honey CF Max Day Adult
and Robitussin Honey CF
Max Nighttime Adult
cough syrups. Haleon
says it has not received
any reports of injury or
infection linked to the
p ro d u c t s.

Sexual harassment on
U.S. Biathlon team

U.S. Biathlon national
champion Joanne Reid
was sexually harassed and
abused for years by a ski-
wax technician while rac-
ing on the elite World Cup
circuit, a watchdog group
that oversees sex-abuse
allegations in Olympic
sports found. When she
complained, Reid says she
was told his behavior was
just part of the male Euro-
pean culture. Army
National Guard biathlete
Deedra Irwin says she
repeatedly had to step in
to protect Reid, and noti-
fied her military superi-
ors, who immediately
demanded action. Only
then did U.S. Biathlon
alert the U.S. Center for
SafeSport. Their 18-month
investigation found that
Petr Garabik engaged in
repeated sexual harass-
ment and unwanted sex-
ual contact. He was sus-
pended for six months and
put on probation until
December 2024.

DominionPost.com
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 Fri. Sat.
Lake Yest. Change

Temperature

Precipitation
Showers
T-storms
Rain
Flurries
Snow
Ice

Shown 
are noon 
positions 

of weather 
systems and 

precipitation. 
Temperature 

bands are 
highs for the 

day.

Cold
Warm

Stationary

Fronts

 Major Minor Major Minor

Five-day forecast indicates peak feeding times for � sh 
and game.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W 

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, 
t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Monongahela

 7 a.m. 24-hour

Fld: � ood stage. Prs: stage in feet at 7 a.m. yesterday. Chg:
change in previous 24 hours. M: missing.

River Stages

 Fld. Prs. Chg.

MOUNTAINS

Mansfi eld

Columbus

Parkersburg

Charleston

Huntington

Beckley

Elkins

Cumberland

Pittsburgh

Wheeling

Akron

Altoona

Martinsburg

Morgantown

Fairmont

Clarksburg

Grafton

Kingwood

47/35

50/39

51/36
57/40

57/40

58/40

61/43

59/43

61/43

62/42

64/43

58/42

67/40

62/43

63/44

62/43

62/44

60/42

West Virginia: Today: mostly 
cloudy and mild. Areas of fog in 
the north this morning; a morn-
ing shower in spots in the south. 
Rain Sunday may turn to snow 
before ending Sunday night. Low 
clouds and fog tonight. Shown is today's weather. 

Temperatures are today's highs 
and tonight's lows.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

Last New First Full

Feb 2 Feb 9 Feb 16 Feb 24
Fri.: 11:56 a.m. 5:44 a.m. ---- 6:07 p.m.

Sat.: 12:21 a.m. 6:32 a.m. 12:43 p.m. 6:54 p.m.

Sun.: 1:09 a.m. 7:19 a.m. 1:29 p.m. 7:39 p.m.

Mon.: 1:54 a.m. 8:04 a.m. 2:14 p.m. 8:24 p.m.

Tue.: 2:38 a.m. 8:48 a.m. 2:58 p.m. 9:07 p.m.

Beckley, WV 61/43/r 51/38/r
Charleston, WV 61/43/c 49/41/r
Columbus, OH 50/39/c 44/37/r
Cumberland, MD 64/43/c 53/40/r
Fairmont, WV 62/43/c 50/44/r
Grafton, WV 62/44/c 51/45/r
Huntington, WV 59/43/c 48/41/r
Kingwood, WV 60/42/c 47/42/r
Pittsburgh, PA 57/40/c 46/37/sh
Wheeling, WV 57/40/c 46/40/r

Cheat Lake   860.95 +0.60
Deep Creek, MD   2457.62 +0.15
Jennings Randolph   1441.91 -0.28
Stonewall Jackson   1067.79 +0.13
Tygart   1038.09 -0.70
Youghiogheny   1418.68 +0.69

Morgantown  22 10.07 -0.03

Morgantown through 4 p.m. � ursday

High/low  ...........................................  60°/54°
Normal high/low  ...............................  39°/20°
Record high  ................................. 75° in 1950
Record low  ................................  -11° in 1936

Sunrise today  ..................................  7:33 a.m.
Sunset tonight  ................................  5:32 p.m.
Moonrise today  ..............................  6:28 p.m.
Moonset today  ...............................  8:26 a.m.

62° 47°

43° 43°

47°

33°

40°

30°

44°

33° 

TODAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

Mostly cloudy and warm Fog in the morning, then a little 
rain

Periods of rain A little snow at times Cloudy with snow � urries in the 
afternoon

24 hrs ending 4 p.m. � ursday  .............  0.53"
Month to date  ......................................  3.37"
Year to date  ..........................................  3.37"

 New Base Trails
Ski Area snow (in) (in) Open

Snow reports provided by OnTheSnow.com

Canaan Valley   0 36-60 23

Seven Springs, PA   0 18-18 36

Snowshoe/Silver Creek   0 0-53 58

Timberline Four Seasons   0 30-70 20

Wisp, MD   0 24-28 32

A L M A N AC TV LISTINGS
Associated Press

Today is Friday,
Jan. 26, the 26th day of
2024 There are 340 days
left in the year.
Highlight:

In 2020, NBA legend Kobe
Bryant, his 13-year-old daugh-
ter Gianna and seven others
were killed when their heli-
copter plunged into a steep
hillside in dense morning fog
in Southern California; the
former Lakers star was 41.

On this date:

In 1915, President Woodrow
Wilson signed the Rocky
Mountain National Park Act,
which created America’s
10th national park.

In 1962, the United States
launched Ranger 3 to land
scientific instruments on the
moon. (The probe ended up
missing its target by more
than 22,000 miles.)

In 1998, President Bill Clin-
ton forcefully denied having
an affair with a former White
House intern, telling
reporters, “I did not have
sexual relations with that
woman, Miss Lewinsky.”

Today’s birthdays:
Cartoonist Jules Feiffer is 95.
Sportscaster-actor Bob
Uecker is 89. Actor Scott
Glenn is 85. Activist Angela
Davis is 80. Actor Richard
Portnow is 77. Reggae musi-
cian Norman Hassan (UB40)
is 66. Actor-comedian-talk
show host Ellen DeGeneres is
66. Rock musician Charlie
Gillingham (Counting Crows)
is 64. Hockey Hall of Famer
Wayne Gretzky is 63. Musi-
cian Andrew Ridgeley is 61.
R&B singer Jazzie B (Soul II
Soul) is 61. Actor Paul
Johansson is 60.

S te p s o n’s crimes are more
than stepmom can tolerate
DEAR ABBY: My 30-
year-old stepson,
“D av i d , ” is a convicted
sex offender, currently
serving a 15-year sen-
tence for possession of
child pornography and
having inappropriate
conversations with a pre-
teen that almost went
further. This was his
third arrest for the same
thing.

Because of David’s
autism, his family looks
the other way about his
crimes. They all send
him money, call him,
buy him things, etc. I
have kids of my own,
and, frankly, the whole
situation makes me want
to vomit. I hide how I
feel and try to be there
for my husband because
he loves his son, and it
pains him to see David
in prison. He also has
been wonderful to my
kids and raised them
like his own.

I’m dreading what is
going to happen when
David is out of prison.
He has nowhere to go,
and I know he’s going to
want to live with us. I
am 1,000% against this,
and I truly believe it
could happen again.

My kids will be adults
soon and away at college
when he’s released, so I
c a n’t use that as an
excuse for him not to
live with us. I also don’t
want my home address
on the sex offender reg-
istry. The street where I
live is full of children.

What can I do?
I don’t want to lose

my husband over this. I
love him with all my
heart, which is why I
c a n’t tell him how I feel.
Every time David speaks
with his dad, he tells
him he wishes he were
home with him. Please
help! — STEPMOM
WHO’S DREADING IT

DEAR STEPMOM: It
is time to have an honest
talk with your husband
about this. When a sex
offender is released from
prison, there are stipu-
lations in place. One of
them is being forbidden
to live close to young,
vulnerable children.
Because your street is
populated with them,
David may not be able to
live with you. This is
something you and your
husband need to be com-
municating about as
D av i d ’s release draws
nearer, because it will
have an impact on your
l ive s.

JEANNE PHILLIPS writes “Dear
Abby” under the pseudonym
Abigail Van Buren. Write Dear
Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

JEANNE PHILLIPS
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HIGH SCHOOL SWIMMING

THE HAMMER BROS

BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
Sports@DominionPost.com

South American-born broth-
ers Daniel and Christian Ham-
mer have settled into life in Mor-
gantown after moving to the
Mountain State a little over two
years ago.

Originally born in Belo Hor-
izonte, Brazil (slightly north of
Rio De Janeiro), the two siblings
moved to West Virginia to be
closer to their mother who had
moved to town to attend WVU
and study for her doctoral
de g ree.

The brothers have been swim-
ming since they were children
and said they started to see their
interest in the sport grow around
the same time at the ages of 12
(Daniel) and 10 (Christian). They
are now both key members of the
Morgantown High swimming
team.

“We started swimming when
we were children, but not always
in competition back in Brazil,”
Daniel, the eldest brother, said.
“We were on the same team
together also, maybe not always
in the same group based on our
ages but we’ve always been
swimming together.”

Christian said it didn’t take
long for him to notice the dif-
ference in practice and prepa-
ration when it came to compet-
itive swimming once he began
taking it seriously.

“I hadn’t put much thought
into swimming competitively at
all when I first began,” Chris-
tian, the younger brother, said.
“Once we started competing and
changing the way we practiced
for meets and stuff, I felt like I
could go somewhere with swim-
ming one day if I worked hard.”

Moving to Morgantown has
also expanded the pair’s oppor-

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

Top: Morgantown's Daniel Hammer looks on after the 50 yard freestyle. Bottom: Morgantown's Christian
Hammer competes in the 200 yard medley relay during a swim meet at the Mylan Aquatic Center on
Wednesday.

Daniel and
C hristian
excelling for
Mo rga n t o w n
swimming

WVU BASEBALL

Sports@DominionPost.com

TCU was selected as the pre-
season favorite in a vote by the
lea gue’s head coaches in the 2024
Big 12 Baseball Preseason Poll,
slotting into the top spot for the
second consecutive season.
Coaches were not permitted to
vote for their own team.

The Horned Frogs received 11
first-place votes and are coming
off a season that saw TCU win the
Phillips 66 Big 12 Championship
and advance to the semifinals of
the Men’s College World Series.
Texas, who received the other two
first place votes, is in second
place, ahead of third place Okla-
homa State. Texas, Oklahoma
State and West Virginia shared
the 2023 regular season title.

Texas Tech, who is looking for
an eighth consecutive bid to
NCAA Regionals, slots in fourth,
followed by Kansas State, who is
coming off a 35-win campaign, the
prog ram’s most since 2013. Okla-
homa and West Virginia, who
each reached NCAA Regionals a
year ago, are tied for sixth.

The Mountaineers are coming
off their best season in program
history, finishing 2023 with a 40-20
record and a share of their first
Big 12 title.

WVU also has the regining and
preseason Big 12 Player of the
Year in infielder JJ Wetherholt.

Kansas follows in eighth, as
Houston leads the quartet of new
members in ninth place. UCF is
10th and Baylor is 11th while BYU
and Cincinnati tie for 12th.

The top 10 teams in the Con-
ference standings will qualify for
the Phillips 66 Big 12 Champi-
onship in Arlington, Texas, May
21-25.

Big 12 Baseball Preseason
Poll
1. TCU (11) - 143
2. Texas (2) - 131
3. Oklahoma State - 119
4. Texas Tech - 107
5. Kansas State - 98
T6. Oklahoma - 85
T6. West Virginia - 85
8. Kansas - 67
9. Houston - 56
10. UCF - 45
11. Baylor - 36
T12. BYU - 21
T12. Cincinnati - 21

WVU baseball
picked 6th in
Big 12 poll

HIGH SCHOOL SWIMMING

Me n’s basketball Backyard Brawl extended through 2028

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

West Virginia Mountaineers center Jesse Edwards (7) dunks the ball
over Pittsburgh Panthers center Federiko Federiko (33) during the
Backyard Brawl earlier this season. WVU and Pitt announced the Brawl
has been extended through 2018 on Thursday.

BY JUSTIN JACKSON
JJackson@DominionPost.com

The men’s basketball version
of the Backyard Brawl has new
l i f e.

Both WVU and Pitt announced
Thursday the rivalry will be
extended four more years
through the 2027-28 season.

“There is no question that this
is one of the best rivalries in
college athletics and has pro-
duced some great games through
the years,” WVU athletic director
Wren Baker said in a statement.
“The rivalry is not only good for
the two universities but also their
fans. I want to thank Heather
Lyke and the Pitt administration
for supporting the renewal of this
series, which is a win for college
b a s ke t b a l l . ”

Baker and Lyke have been in
discussions about extending the

series for months, with both ath-
letic directors going on the record
saying they were in favor of the
extension.

Next season’s game will be
played at Petersen Events Center
on Pitt’s campus, as well as the
2026 matchup.

The WVU Coliseum will host
games in 2025 and 2027.

No official dates have been
announced, but the previous non-
conference games in the series
were generally played in Novem-
ber or December.

Pitt’s 80-63 victory this season
was the final game of a two-year
extension signed back in 2020.

“The Backyard Brawl is great
for both schools, the fan bases and
especially for college basketball,”
WVU head coach Josh Eilert said.
“I have been at WVU for 17 of
these games, and without ques-
tion, they are our biggest rival.

For the last six years, it’s been one
of the highlights of our noncon-
ference schedule and will cer-
tainly be for the next four
ye a r s. ”

As former Big East members,
both schools played regularly
from 1996-2012. After the 2011-12
season, WVU left the Big East and
joined the Big 12. Pitt joined the

WVU at
Oklahoma State

WHEN: 2 p.m. Saturday
WHERE: Gallagher-Iba Arena,

Stillwater, Okla.
TV: ESPN+ (Online subscription
needed)

RADIO: 100.9 JACK-FM
WEB: dominionpost.com

SEE BRAWL, B-2

SEE HAMMER, B-2
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C ALENDAR

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26
BOYS BASKETBALL

Morgantown at John Marshall, 6:30 p.m.
Buckhannon-Upshur at University, 7:30 p.m.
Trinity Christian at Webster County, 7:30 p.m.
Philip Barbour at Preston, 7:30 p.m.
Clay-Battelle at WoodCounty

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Trinity Christian at East Hardy, 6:30 p.m.
Wood County at Clay-Battelle

St. Albans Classic
University vs. Boyd County (Ky.), 5:30 p.m.
Morgantown vs. Russell (Ky.), 7 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING
University at WSAZ Tournament

ON TV

AHL HOCKEY
7 p.m. NHLN — Wilkes-Barre Scranton at Lehigh Valley

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN’S)
6:30 p.m. CBSSN — Ohio at Kent St.
7 p.m. ESPNU — Marist at Niagara
8 p.m. FS1 — Michigan St. at Wisconsin
8:30 p.m. ESPN2 — Saint Joseph’s at St. Bonaventure
9 p.m. ESPNU — Utah Valley at Seattle
10 p.m. FS1 — Stanford at California

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN’S)
8 p.m. PAC-12N — Stanford at Arizona St.
10 p.m. PAC-12N — Colorado at Oregon St.

COLLEGE GYMNASTICS (WOMEN’S)
7 p.m. ESPN2 — Alabama at Florida
SECN — Georgia at Kentucky
8:30 p.m. SECN — LSU at Missouri

COLLEGE HOCKEY (MEN’S)
8:30 p.m. CBSSN — Denver at North Dakota

COLLEGE WRESTLING
7 p.m. ACCN — NC State at Pittsburgh
BTN — Michigan at Ohio St.
9 p.m. BTN — Iowa at Illinois

FIGURE SKATING
4 p.m. USA — U.S. Championships: Men’s Short Program, Columbus, Ohio
8 p.m. NBC — U.S. Championships: Women’s Free Skate, Columbus, Ohio

GOLF
3 a.m. GOLF — DP World Tour: The Ras Al Khaimah Championship,
Second Round, Al Hamra GC, Ras al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates
12 p.m. GOLF — LPGA Tour: The LPGA Drive On Championship, Second
Round, Superstition Mountain Golf & Country Club, Gold Canyon, Ariz.
3 p.m. GOLF — PGA Tour: The Farmers Insurance Open, Third Round,
Torrey Pines South Course, La Jolla, Calif.
5 p.m. CBS — PGA Tour: The Farmers Insurance Open, Third Round,
Torrey Pines South Course, La Jolla, Calif.
3:30 a.m. (Saturday) GOLF — DP World Tour: The Ras Al Khaimah
Championship, Third Round, Al Hamra GC, Ras al Khaimah, United Arab
Emirates

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL (BOY’S)
11 p.m. ESPNU — ESPN High School Basketball Showcase: Notre Dame
(Calif.) at Sierra Canyon (Calif.)

HORSE RACING
2:30 p.m. FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at the Races

NBA BASKETBALL
7 p.m. NBATV — Dallas at Atlanta
9:30 p.m. NBATV — Portland at San Antonio

NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m. ESPN — Vegas at NY Rangers

SOCCER (MEN’S)
5:45 p.m. FS2 — CONMEBOL U-23 Olympic Qualifier 2024 Group Stage:
Brazil vs. Colombia, Group A, Caracas, Venezuela

TENNIS
3:30 a.m. ESPN — ATP: The Australian Open, Semifinals, Melbourne,
Australia
12 p.m. ESPN2 — ATP: The Australian Open, Semifinals, Melbourne,
Australia (Taped)

X GAMES
9:30 p.m. ESPN — World of X Games: Day 1, Aspen, Colo.

OVAC GIRLS TOURNAMENT

OVAC Girls Basketball
Tournament

Semifinals: Monday, Jan. 29
Class 1A
No. 4 Valley (7-8) at No. 1 Cameron (8-4)
No. 3 Conotton Valley (Oh.) (6-7) at No. 2 Trinity
Christian (9-4)

Class 2A
No. 4 Steuvenville Catholic (Oh.) (9-6) at No. 1
Monroe Central (Oh.) (14-3)
No. 3 Frontier (Oh.) (10-5) at No. 2 River (Oh.)
(13-3)

Class 3A
No. 4 Union Local (Oh.) at No. 1 Martins Ferry
(Oh.)

No. 3 Bellaire (Oh.) (13-5) at No. 2 Fort Frye
(Oh.) (14-4)

Class 4A
No. 4 East Liverpool (Oh.) (9-8) at No. 1 Indian
Creek (Oh.) (16-3)
No. 3 Oak Glen (7-7) at No. 2 Buckeye Local
(Oh.) (10-7)

Class 5A
No. 4 Parkersburg South (9-5) at No. 1 Mor-
gantown (11-1)
No. 3 Wheeling Park (11-3) at No. 2 Steubenville
(Oh.) (12-4)

Championship: Saturday, Feb. 3
At Harrison Central High School, Cadiz, Oh.

NFL PLAYOFFS

NFL Playoff Glance
All Times EST
Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 13
Houston 45, Cleveland 14
Kansas City 26, Miami 7
Sunday, Jan. 14
Green Bay 48, Dallas 32
Detroit 24, L.A. Rams 23
Pittsburgh at Buffalo, ppd. to Jan. 15
Monday, Jan. 15
Buffalo 31, Pittsburgh 17
Tampa Bay 32, Philadelphia 9
Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 20

Baltimore 34, Houston 10
San Francisco 24, Green Bay 21
Sunday, Jan. 21
Detroit 31, Tampa Bay 23
Kansas City 27, Buffalo 24
Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 28
AFC
Kansas City at Baltimore, 3 p.m. (CBS)
NFC
Detroit at San Francisco, 6:30 p.m. (FOX)
Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 11
At Las Vegas
TBD, 6:30 p.m. (CBS)

Let us know what’s going on
with your business, club or

team. Email news tips,
photos or press releases to
DPNews@DominionPost.com

Questions: 304-291-9425

Want to see your news
in The Dominion Post?

ACC a year later.
The series was put on

hold for four years until a
four-year series was signed
for the 2017-18 season, and
then extended two more
years in 2020.

WVU has won five of
those six meetings, until
Pitt’s victory in Morgan-
town this season.

“The Backyard Brawl
game is one of the most
anticipated matchups on
the schedule each year for
the two fan bases,” Pitt
head coach Jeff Capel said.
“These kinds of games are
what makes college athlet-
ics so special. We are
excited to extend the series
and look forward to four
more matchups that will
have both fan bases eagerly
awaiting the day tickets go
on sale.”

BRAWL
FROM PAGE B-1

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

West Virginia Mountaineers forward Akok Akok (13) blocks Pittsburgh Panthers forward
William Jeffress (24) earlier this season.

tunities in the pool.
“In Brazil, swimming

i s n’t supported in colleges
or universities,” Daniel
said. “So we thought that it
would also be a good chance
for us to be able to go to
college and swim at the
same time. Even with the
school season there, we
only swim once or twice a
month, whereas here we
swim all the time and are
constantly in the pool with

other swimmers.”
Christian mentioned

how having his older
brother on the team helps
him every day.

“I enjoy having my
brother as a teammate a
lot,” he said. “E s p e c i a l ly
when we first moved to
America, having someone
that could speak my native
language (Portuguese)
when I needed to was good
for me.”

Daniel echoed his
b ro t h e r ’s words with a
humble admission.

“He was younger but
always faster than me,” he
said. “So it was nice to have
someone to always practice
with to help push me to
constantly improve in the
pool. On days that we don’t
have practice or anything,
like Sunday, I’m always
pushing him to go swim-
ming and to help me with
some things.”

The two have adapted
quickly to the changes and
are now a crucial part of the
swimming team at MHS.

“These two have been

very supportive of everyone
on the team, boys and girls
since they arrived,” MHS
coach Eric Householder
said. “They been great
about working construc-
tively with their teammates
and have helped us build a
very strong relay team that
they are a part of.”

The next chance for the
Hammer brothers and
MHS to take the pool will be
in the Regional Swim Meet
on Feb. 3 at Brooke High
S ch o o l .

HAMMER
FROM PAGE B-1
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Jackson, McCaffrey and Prescott are finalists
for AP NFL MVP and offensive player awards

Sports@DominionPost.com

University High School
exemplifies not only the
best traditions of academic
excellence but also pride in
the rich athletic traditions.
In 2018, The University
High School Athletic Hall
of Fame was established.
Believing that athletics
plays an integral role in the
pride and vitality of the
high school setting, Univer-
sity High School recognizes
outstanding athletes, ded-
icated coaches, athletic
directors, administrators,
and auxiliary personnel
who have brought positive
recognition to themselves
and to UHS.

The University HS Ath-
letic Hall of Fame Commit-

tee is accepting nomina-
tions now. Nomination
Forms can be found on the
University HS Website
( h t t p s : / / h aw k s. m o n o. k 1 2 . w v. u s / )
under Athletics.

An inductee must meet
or exceed one or a com-
bination of the following:

1. Athletes must have
attended University High
S ch o o l .

2. All inductees must be
of the highest moral and
ethical character and must
have brought positive
recognition to himself/her-
self for University High
S ch o o l .

3. Athletes will become
eligible for induction into
the UHS Athletic Hall of
Fame 10 years after their
high school class has grad-

u at e d .
4. Athletes’ post-sec-

ondary careers (both col-
lege and professional) may
be used as criteria for con-
sideration for their induc-
tion.

5. Coaches, athletic
directors, administrators
and individuals who have
contributed to the UHS ath-
letic programs in an aux-
iliary capacity may be con-
sidered for induction.

6. Coaches, athletic
directors and administra-
tors will become eligible for
induction into the UHS
Athletic Hall of fame upon
re t i re m e n t .

Please include an addi-
tional one-page narrative
documenting reasons your
nominee should be consid-

ered for the UHS Athletic
Hall of Fame. Please mail
this form and your letter
to:
n Jeffery Bailey, UHS

Athletic Director
131 Bakers Ridge Road
Morgantown, WV, 26508.
Your sealed envelope

should include the follow-
ing:

1. Nomination Form
2. One-page narrative
3. Nominator’s name,

phone number, and e-mail
for follow-up

4. Nominee’s phone
number, e-mail, and
address for potential con-
tact.

UHS seeking Hall of Fame nominations
HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Associated Press

Lamar Jackson, Chris-
tian McCaffrey and Dak
Prescott are finalists for
The Associated Press 2023
NFL Most Valuable Player
and Offensive Player of the
Year awards.

The winners will be
announced at NFL Honors
on Feb. 8. A nationwide
panel of 50 media mem-
bers who regularly cover
the league completed vot-
ing before the playoffs
be gan.

Bills quarterback Josh
Allen and 49ers QB Brock
Purdy also are finalists for
MVP. Dolphins wide
receiver Tyreek Hill and
Cowboys wideout CeeDee
Lamb are the other two
finalists for Offensive
Player of the Year.

Jackson, the 2019 NFL
MVP, threw for 3,678 yards
and 24 touchdowns and also
ran for 821 yards and five
scores. He helped the Bal-
timore Ravens (14-4) finish
with the best record in the
league and led them to a
playoff win over Houston.
Jackson received 45 of 50
votes for AP first-team All-
P ro.

The Ravens will host the
Kansas City Chiefs (13-6) in
the AFC championship
game on Sunday.

Prescott had 4,516 yards
passing, an NFL-best 36 TD
passes and a 105.9 passer
rating while leading Dallas
to an NFC East title. But the

Cowboys were eliminated
in the wild-card round by
Green Bay.

McCaffrey, a unanimous
choices for AP All-Pro, led
the NFL with 1,459 yards
rushing and had 14 rushing
TDs for San Francisco. He
also had 564 yards receiving
for seven scores.

Purdy, McCaffrey and
the 49ers (13-5) will host the
Detroit Lions (14-5) in the
NFC championship game
on Sunday.

The Cleveland Browns
have finalists in four cat-
egories: Myles Garrett for
Defensive Player of the
Year; Kevin Stefanski for
Coach of the Year; Joe
Flacco for Comeback
Player of the Year; Jim
Schwartz for Assistant
Coach of the Year.

The Houston Texans
have finalists for Offensive
and Defensive Rookie of the
Year. QB C.J. Stroud and
edge rusher Will Anderson
Jr., selected back-to-back
with the second and third
picks in the NFL draft, are
aiming to make it two
straight years the winners
are from the same team.
New York Jets wide
receiver Garrett Wilson
and cornerback Sauce
Gardner won the awards in
2022.

The Texans routed the
Browns in a wild-card play-
off before losing at Balti-
more in the divisional
ro u n d .

Cowboys edge Micah

Parsons and cornerback
DaRon Bland, Raiders
edge Maxx Crosby and
Steelers edge T.J. Watt join
Garrett as finalists for
Defensive Player of the
Ye a r.

Watt led the NFL with 19
sacks, Crosby had 14 1/2
and Garrett and Parsons
each had 14. Bland set an
NFL record with five inter-
ception returns for a touch-
d ow n .

Lions tight end Sam
LaPorta and running back
Jahmyr Gibbs, Rams wide
receiver Puka Nacua and
Falcons running back
Bijan Robinson are final-
ists for Offensive Rookie of
the Year along with
S t ro u d .

Eagles defensive tackle
Jalen Carter, Rams defen-
sive lineman Kobie
Turner, Steelers corner-
back Joey Porter Jr. and
Seahawks cornerback
Devon Witherspoon join
Anderson as finalists for
Defensive Rookie of the
Ye a r.

H o u s t o n’s DeMeco
Ryans, Detroit’s Dan
Campbell, San Francisco’s
Kyle Shanahan and Bal-
t i m o re ’s John Harbaugh
are finalists for Coach of
the Year along with Ste-
f anski.

Stefanski, the 2020 win-
ner, led the Browns to an 11-
6 record despite losing
Deshaun Watson and hav-
ing to use four starting
QBs. Ryans took the Tex-

ans from the AFC South’s
worst to first in his rookie
season. Campbell helped
Detroit capture its first
division title in 30 years.
Harbaugh and Shanahan
led their teams to No. 1
s e e d s.

Schwartz guided the
N F L’s No. 1 ranked defense
in his first season as Cleve-
land’s defensive coordina-
tor. Lions offensive coor-
dinator Ben Johnson,
Ravens defensive coordina-
tor Mike Macdonald and
offensive coordinator Todd
Monken and Texans offen-
sive coordinator Bobby
Slowik also are finalists for
Assistant Coach of the
Ye a r.

Buccaneers quarterback
Baker Mayfield, Rams QB
Matthew Stafford, Dol-
phins QB Tua Tagovailoa
and Bills safety Damar
Hamlin join Flacco as final-
ists for Comeback Player of
the Year.

This was the second year
for the AP’s weighted vot-
ing system. Voters chose a
top five for MVP and top
three for all other awards.
For MVP, first-place votes
were worth 10 points. Sec-
ond through fifth-place
votes were worth 5, 3, 2 and
1 points.

For all the other awards,
first-place votes equaled 5
points, second were 3 and
third were 1.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Sports@DominionPost.com

St. Francis 8s 53, Sun-
crest 29

St. Francis was led in
scoring by Blaze Colis-
tra’s 14 points and Arlo
Colistra’s 10. S. Schnider
led Suncrest with nine
p o i n t s.

St. Francis 7s 47, Sun-
crest 27

Reed Barlett led St.
Francis with 11 points, fol-
lowed by Kannon
Pe a s a k ’s 10. Suncrest’s
leading scorer was Col-
ston Cooper with 14
p o i n t s.
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Harbaugh returning to NFL to coach Chargers
after leading Michigan to national title
Associated Press

COSTA MESA, Calif. —
Jim Harbaugh was hired as
head coach of the Los Ange-
les Chargers on Wednesday,
leaving Michigan after cap-
ping his ninth season as
coach of college football’s
winningest program with
the school’s first national
championship since 1997.

Harbaugh signed a five-
year deal a person close to
the negotiations told The
Associated Press. The per-
son spoke to the AP on con-
dition of anonymity
because the Chargers did
not announce the terms.

Harbaugh made the
highly anticipated decision
to go back to the NFL after a
second interview and
resume his chase for a
Super Bowl that eluded him
as a quarterback and
c o a ch .

He will be the first for-
mer Chargers player to
return to the team as head
coach. He played for the
Bolts in 1999-2000 before
retiring following the 2001
season.

“My love for Michigan,
playing there and coming
back to coach there leaves a
lasting impact. I’ll always
be a loyal Wolverine,” Har-
baugh said in a statement.
“I’m remarkably fortunate
to have been afforded the
privilege of coaching at
places where life’s journey
has created strong personal
connections for me. When I
played for the Chargers, the
Spanos family could not
have been more gracious or
more welcoming.

“Being back here feels
like home, and it’s great to
see that those things
h ave n’t changed.”

Harbaugh is the first
coach in 26 seasons to win a
national title and not
return to the school the fol-
lowing season. Nebraska’s
Tom Osborne retired fol-
lowing the 1997 season after
the Cornhuskers split the
national title with Michi-
g an.

Los Angeles was looking
for a new coach and general
manager after Brandon
Staley and Tom Telesco
were fired on Dec. 15, a day
after a 63-21 loss in Las

Vegas to the Raiders.
Harbaugh was first

asked about possible inter-
est in the Chargers job as
his team was preparing for
the Rose Bowl, but did com-
ment. He first met with the
Chargers on Jan. 15.

Harbaugh was the
eighth of 15 coaching can-
didates to interview with
the Spanos family. He was
the only one to get a second
i n t e r v i ew.

The Atlanta Falcons also
talked to Harbaugh on Jan.
16 and had booked a second
interview before he decided
to accept the Chargers job.

“Jim Harbaugh is foot-
ball personified, and I can
think of no one better to
lead the Chargers for-
w a rd , ” owner Dean Spanos
said in a statement while
also borrowing from one of
Harbaugh’s catch phrases.
“Who has it better than
us?”

The Chargers are the
fourth of eight teams to fill
their head coach job, fol-
lowing New England, Las
Vegas and Tennessee.
Atlanta, Carolina, Seattle
and Washington remain
with an opening.

Harbaugh called Michi-
gan athletic director Warde
Manuel to inform him he
was leaving to lead the

Chargers. Michigan tried
to keep Harbaugh, offering
him a new six-year contract
for $11.5 million per season,
according to a person famil-
iar with the negotiations
told The Associated Press.
The person spoke on con-
dition of anonymity
because they were not
authorized to share details
of the deal.

Manuel may promote
Sherrone Moore to replace
Harbaugh after the offen-
sive coordinator filled in
for him during the final
three games of the regular
season when he was sus-
pended by the Big Ten for
violating the conference’s
sportsmanship policy over
alleged sign-stealing in a
case that dominated the
second half of last season.

“We are working quickly
to hire the next head coach
for the program and will do
everything possible to keep
this current staff and team
to gether,” Manuel said in a
statement. “We appreciate
Jim’s dedication and pas-
sion for Michigan, the uni-
versity and Ann Arbor, and
I wish Jim and the entire
Harbaugh family much
success with the Los Ange-
les Chargers.”

Harbaugh was 86-25 at
Michigan and restored col-

lege football’s winningest
program to relevance after
it slipped over several sea-
s o n s.

Following two straight
losses in the College Foot-
ball Playoff semifinals,
extending Harbaugh’s win-
less streak in bowl games to
six, Michigan outlasted
Alabama at the Rose Bowl
and pulled away from
Washington to win the
national championship
with a school-record 15-0
m a rk .

Harbaugh’s alma mater
could not offer the one
thing he desperately wants
— a Super Bowl title.

The Chargers have one
of the league’s top quarter-
backs in Justin Herbert,
but finished 5-12 this sea-
son and lost eight of their
last nine, including the last
five. Herbert will be playing
for his fourth head coach
and possibly fourth offen-
sive coordinator in five sea-
s o n s.

The Bolts though have
made only three playoff
appearances since 2013 and
h ave n’t won a division title
since 2009.

Harbaugh will inherit a
team that most of all needs
a culture change. They
were 0-7 in games decided
by three points or fewer
this season, tying the 1984
Houston Oilers for worst
mark since the merger.

The offense this past sea-
son regressed because of
injuries at wide receiver
and on the offensive line.
Herbert broke the index
finger on his right hand
and missed the last four
games, but even when he
was at the helm, Los Ange-
les was ranked 18th in total
offense after six straight
years being in the top 11.

The defense was ranked
28th, marking the first time
since 1986 it has been
ranked 20th or worse three
straight years.

Harbaugh and the new
general manager will have
the fifth overall pick in
Ap r i l ’s draft, the fourth
time since 2016 the Charg-
ers have had a pick in the
top seven. Los Angeles will
also move into a new year-
around headquarters in El
Segundo before the start of
training camp.

“The only job you start
at the top is digging a hole,
so we know we’ve got to
earn our way. Be better
today than yesterday. Be
better tomorrow than
t o d ay, ” Harbaugh said in a
statement. “My priorities
are faith, family and foot-
ball, and we are going to
attack each with an enthu-
siasm unknown to
mankind.”

Harbaugh returned to
Michigan, where he was a
star quarterback in the
mid-1980s, in 2015 after
going 44-19 over four years
in San Francisco. He left
the 49ers amid tension with

the front office. He went to
three straight NFC cham-
pionship games and lost the
Super Bowl to Baltimore,
and his coach/brother,
John, nearly 11 years ago.

The Harbaugh brothers
will face each other for the
first time since that Super
Bowl during the 2024 sea-
son when the Chargers host
the Ravens. The date and
time will be announced in
early May when the NFL
regular season schedule is
re l e a s e d .

He also came close to the
Super Bowl as a player,
nearly lifting the Indi-
anapolis Colts to a win at
Pittsburgh on a game-end-
ing desperation pass in the
AFC championship game
on Jan. 14, 1996.

Harbaugh was one of
eight candidates who had
previous head coaching
experience in college or the
NFL, including former Ten-
nessee Titans coach Mike
Vrabel and former Stanford
coach David Shaw, who was
an assistant under Har-
baugh at the University of
San Diego and Stanford.

The Chargers also inter-
viewed two in-house can-
didates — interim coach
Giff Smith and offensive
coordinator Kellen Moore.

Nine GM candidates
have interviewed, includ-
ing interim GM JoJo
Wooden. The others are
New York Giants assistant
GM Brandon Brown, Bal-
timore director of player
personnel Joe Hortiz,
Chicago assistant GM Ian
Cunningham, Buffalo
director of player person-
nel Terrance Gray, New
Orleans Saints assistant
GM Jeff Ireland, Indianapo-
lis Colts assistant GM Ed
Dodds, Chicago co-director
of player personnel Jeff
King and NFL chief football
administrative officer
Dawn Aponte.

AP Photo

Jim Harbaugh will be the coach of the Los Angeles Chargers, leaving Michigan after
capping his ninth season as coach of college football’s winningest program with the
school’s first national championship since 1997, two people familiar with the situation
told The Associated Press.

PRO FOOTBALL

Raheem Morris hired as head coach by
Atlanta Falcons, who pass on Bill Belichick
Associated Press

ATLANTA — T he
Atlanta Falcons have hired
Los Angeles Rams defen-
sive coordinator Raheem
Morris as their head coach
after an exhaustive search
that included six-time
Super Bowl winner Bill
Belichick, a person famil-
iar with the decision told
The Associated Press on
T hursday.

The person spoke on
condition of anonymity
because the team had not
made an announcement.

The 47-year-old Morris is
a familiar name in Atlanta,
having served as the Fal-
cons’ interim head coach
for the final 11 games of the
2020 season after the firing
of Dan Quinn. He previ-
ously coached the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers for three
s e a s o n s.

Morris was hired by the
Falcons after an exhaus-
tive search in which 14
candidates were inter-
viewed, with Belichick the
most notable among
them.

Earlier Thursday, the
team conducted a second
interview with Houston
Texans offensive coordi-
nator Bobby Slowik, but
decided in the end to go
with a coach who worked
in Atlanta from 2015-
2020.

Morris becomes the first
non-interim Black coach in
Falcons history and joins
general manager Terry
Fontenot, who also is Black,
in leading a franchise that

h a s n’t had a winning sea-
son since 2017.

After being passed over
for the Falcons job after the
2020 season in favor of
Arthur Smith, Morris
moved to the Rams. He
spent three seasons as that
team’s defensive coordina-
tor, a tenure that included a
Super Bowl championship
his first year.

Smith was fired by the
Falcons shortly after their
final regular-season game.
He went 7-10 in each of his
three seasons.

Morris was just 33 years
old when he got his first
head coaching job with the
Buccaneers in 2009. He
lasted three seasons, finish-

ing with one winning sea-
son, no playoff appearances
and a record of 17-31.

During his time in
Atlanta, Morris worked on
both sides of the line as a
pass game coordinator,
receivers coach and sec-
ondary coach under Quinn.
He was promoted to defen-
sive coordinator ahead of
the 2020 season, moving up
to interim head coach after
Quinn was fired following
an 0-5 start.

Morris guided the Fal-
cons to a 4-7 mark the rest of
the season, leaving his
career record as a head
coach at 21-38.
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Defending champion Sabalenka beats Coco
Gauff, will meet Zheng in Australian Open final
Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Aus-
tralia — Aryna Sabalenka
has taken her Australian
Open title defense all the
way back to the champi-
onship match because she
has applied a crucial lesson
from her U.S. Open final
loss to Coco Gauff.

She kept reminding her-
self the next point is often
more important than the
one she’d just lost.

So when she had missed
a set point and a chance to
serve out the first set, and
then gave Gauff an oppor-
tunity to serve for a one-set
lead, she was prepared to
“let it go” and just keep
sw i n g i n g .

The No. 2-seeded
Sabalenka attacked Gauff ’s
serve with her powerful
returns and unloaded 33
winners in total in a 7-6 (2),
6-4 semifinal victory Thurs-
day night that earned her a
spot in Saturday’s decider
against first-time finalist
Zheng Qinwen.

Sabalenka won her
breakthrough major here
last year, and reached the
semifinals at Roland Gar-
ros and Wimbledon before
losing the U.S. Open final to
Gauf f.

Now she’s the first to
reach consecutive finals at
Melbourne Park since Ser-
ena Williams in 2015, ‘16
and ‘17.

“The key was that I was
able to stay focused no mat-
ter what, no matter what
the score was ... keep fight-
ing for it,” Sabalenka said.
“I’m super happy to be in
another final of a Grand
Slam. Hopefully I can do a
little bit better than the last
t i m e. ”

No. 12-seeded Zheng had
a 6-4, 6-4 win over No. 93-
ranked Dayana Yastrem-
ska, ending the Ukrainian
p l aye r ’s bid to become just
the second qualifier to
reach a Grand Slam final in
the Open era.

Zheng lost in the U.S.

Open quarterfinals to
Sabalenka last year in her
best previous run at a
major but said she’s more
prepared this time.

Reaching the final a
decade after Chinese com-
patriot Li Na won the Aus-

tralian title almost com-
pletes a dream, she said.
One more win will finish
it.

“It feels unbelievable.
I’m super excited to have
such a great performance
today and arrive in the

final,” said Zheng, who
h a s n’t faced a player
ranked in the top 50 in six
rounds. “I haven’t faced big
seeded (players) ... but, you
know, it’s a match, so let’s
see what’s going to happen
in the final.”

Sabalenka said she’d
been “ready for anything”
against Gauff, and was
happy to have some support
in the crowd after facing
the 19-year-old American in
New York last September.

Gauff went into the
semifinals unbeaten in 2024
after winning the title in
Auckland, New Zealand,
and was on a 12-match win-
ning streak in majors.

The first set contained
six service breaks.
Sabalenka led 5-2 and
missed a set point as Gauff
went on a four-game roll to
take a 6-5 lead. Gauff also
c o u l d n’t serve out.

In the tiebreaker,
Sabalenka raced to 5-1 and
chants of “Coco, Coco”
echoed around Rod Laver
Arena, where the roof was
closed because of rain.

It didn’t help Gauff, who
won points on just three of
her 17 second serves in the
first set. That made her
push harder and led to six
double-f aults.

The second set was tight,
until Sabalenka broke in
the ninth game.

After missing her first
match point when Gauff
saved with a forehand win-
ner to end a 12-shot rally,
Sabalenka earned a second
match point with an ace
and clinched it after 1 hour,
42 minutes.

That she won’t win a sec-
ond major before turning
20 in March wasn’t a huge
concern for Gauff.

“I tend to be hard on
myself, so today was like,
‘Dang!’ But looking back
overall at this stage of my
life, it was a successful
t i m e. ”

Gauff said she saw statis-
tics that ranked her close to
Serena Williams and Jen-
nifer Capriati in their
t e e n s.

“They had great careers.
So I’m in the right direc-
tion,” she said. “I just have
to remind myself of the
journey and not so much of
the moment.

“I did want to win a Slam
as a teenager, and I did that.
I was hoping to get No. 2, or
at least give myself a
chance to get No. 2. I feel it
can only go upwards from
h e re. ”

Yastremska, who won
three matches in qualifying
and five matches in the
main draw, said she was
proud of the way she was
able to fly the flag for
U k r a i n e.

“It was a great tourna-
ment for me. Usually (you)
get in Grand Slams seven
matches to play, and I have
played nine matches, so I’m
very proud of myself,” she
said.

Yastremska needed a
medical timeout after the
seventh game after hurting
her hip, and the fatigue
finally set in.

“Not really sad about the
loss, but very sad that I
d i d n’t have enough emo-
tions and enough recov-
e r y, ” she said. “There was
some important moments
where I had to give a little
bit more than she did. I felt
like I just couldn’t take it.”

In some older news, 43-
year-old Rohan Bopanna
and Matthew Ebden
advanced to their second
consecutive Grand Slam
m e n’s doubles final by beat-
ing Zhang Zhizhen and
Tomas Machac 6-3, 3-6, 7-6
(7).

Tournament officials
said Bopanna and Ebden, at
a combined age of 79, will
become the oldest No. 1
pairing in tennis history
after the tournament.

AP Photos

Top: Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus reacts during her semifinal against Coco Gauff of the
U.S. at the Australian Open tennis championships Thursday. Zheng Qinwen of China
waves after defeating Anna Kalinskaya of Russia in their quarterfinal match at the
Australian Open tennis championships Wednesday.

DominionPost.com
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Help Wanted

Misc. for sale

pets

Misc. Wanted 
to Buy

MoBile HoMes 
for rent

lots & acreage

cars

trucks, Vans & 
suVs

aspHalt paVing

deMolition

excaVating

Hauling

HoMe 
iMproVeMents

HoMe 
iMproVeMents

ISO 1982 DODge 
Rampage  

717-953-4673

painting

painting

pluMBing

pRO V TRee 
SeRVIceS LLc 

Family Owned & Operated! 
10% Seniors Citizens & 

Veterans Discount
Lic. & Ins. Free Est. 

304-288-7825
304-288-7696

roofing & 
siding

stuMp reMoVal

tree serVices

mORgaNTOWN’S 
pLUmBeR  

We handle all your 
plumbing needs!

Treat yourself to a 
New Bathroom and/or 

Kitchen! 
You DeSeRVe it! 

WV#PL15831 
Call/Text Anytime 
Jason Thompson 
(304)322-5249 

Morgantownsplumber.
com

  

 
 

DemOLITION
 

aSBeSTOS INSpec-
TION & RemOVaL

 
eXcaVaTINg

 
LaND cLeaRINg

 
SepTIc TaNKS

 
HeaVY HaULINg

 
DUmpSTeRS

 
WV033905

c & m TRee 
Super Winter Rates!

Fully Insured
Free Estimates
caLL NOW

304-216-5280
www.candmtree.com

BaRNeTT 
eXcaVaTINg LLc 

 

Attention 
Homeowners!

 

Guaranteed Call 
Back 

& Free Estimates!!!
 

*cert. Septic Installers 
class I & II

*concrete Driveway/
Sidewalk Removal & 

Repair grading
* Foundations 

*Drainage correction  
*Site prep Land clearing 

*Underground Utilities
* gravel Services
 *Retaining Walls
*Waterline Repair

*Hauling
 

Full Ins. WV#010427 
Find us on 

304-216-9696
304-319-0976 

HaRRIS HOUSeHOLD 
SOLUTIONS 

Painting Inside or Out 
General Repairs 

Call Today 
 304-216-1410 

ask for Allen
Fully Insured

10% Discounts for 
Veterans and Seniors

 3D-K paINTINg LLc 
 

Call for a free estimate 
on any interior, exterior, 
painting, wall repairs, 
pressure washing and 

staining! We do the best 
for desired results!!
304-376-3738 
Call today while we 

still have openings this 
season!

 
 
Home Remodeling

& 
Repair Services

 
Interior/exterior

 
Free estimates! 

 
««Discounts«« 

for military & Seniors
 

304-322-7474
 

WV 056070 & OSHA Cert. 

LOOKINg FOR LaND 
TO BUILD 

ReTIRemeNT HOme 
around 1-2 acres on Rt 
119 South between Boy 
Scout Camp Rd and the 
Mon/Taylor County Line.
With most utilities avail-
able. Good side roads 

are acceptable.
Send Text message to 

304-627-0418

RIcHaRD 
SmaLLS paVINg 

 
Your cheaper Little 

asphalt paver!
 

Seniors & Veterans 
Discounts

 
Driveways, parking 
Lots, patchwork &

Seal coating
 

Work guaranteed
Free estimates

 
Licensed and Insured
www.smallspaving.

com
 

304-292-1109
304-613-0202
304-366-1717
WV#014145

aBSOLUTeLY 
A BETTER DEAL
LaUReL HOme

ImpROVemeNTS
Free Est. WV005031 

Insured. 304-296-2050
LHIroofing.com

“We NaIL IT”

aRea’S #1 
ROOFINg & 

SIDINg 
cONTRacTOR 

Leading the 
competition in 

  Sales 
        Service 
              Satisfaction

for over 50 years! 

Proud to be an Owens 
Corning Preferred 
Contractor and a 

Master Elite Roofing 
Contractor. 

FRee eSTImaTeS 

Laurel Home 
Improvements 

304-296-2050
We Nail It !!!

WV # 005031 Insured
LHIwenailit.com

mOBILe HOme 
FOR ReNT 
2 Bedroom

6 Miles from Town
$560 Plus Gas & Electric
Deposit & Lease No Pets

304-216-1355

FOR SaLe 
Kitchen, 

15Ft Base & Top,
Door & Storm, Patio 
Door, & Garage Door 

w/ Opener
304-216-1355

2012 SILVeR 
meRceDeS 

GLK 350 Auto, Approx 
84K Miles

Good Dependable Car
Never Wrecked

asking $10,500
304-276-0738

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
Buying comic Books

call or Text
304-598-8925

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

TRISTaTe TRee 
SeRVIce 

 
STUmp gRINDINg

 
Any Size Stump

 
Optional Cleanup

 
Fit through 35” Gate

 
Licensed & Insured

 
Tristatetreewv.com

 
304-376-6700

pemBROKe WeLSH 
cORgI pUppIeS 

AKC, Family Raised, 
Shots, De-Wormed, & 

Vet Checked
Ready Now $700

CALL 814-483-3064

VIDeO DRaIN 
INSpecTION & 

cLeaNINg 
Underground

Water/Sewer Line
Replacement

or Repair
*utilities

WV#010427
304-216-9696
304-319-0976
Barnett Excavating, 

LLC

FOR SaLe
cLaSS RINg 

Morgantown HS 1978
White Gold

Sapphire w/ Floating 
Mohigan, Size 6

Great Cond, Appraised
$500

304-290-4092

cReeK SIDINg
& ROOFINg 
µResidential
µcontractor

µVinyl Siding Insti-
tute Certified
µNcWV HBa 

  member
þLicensed & Insured
µSeamless 

gutters
µgutter covers/

cleaning
µSiding & Roofing

credit cards
accepted

(304) 599-4999
#WV057088

aBSOLUTeLY
aNYTHINg
HaULeD! 

Basement & attic
cleaning,

Brush Removal, 
gravel & mulch

304-282-7135 
morgantown

aLL-TRee 
SeRVIceS 

 
Tree Trimming & 

Removal
Stump Grinding 
Chipping Service

 
Fully Insured

Free estimates
304-292-3131
304-698-5155

HaRTLeY paINTINg 
LLc 

 
Residential & 

 
commercial 

 
 

Interior & exterior
 

power Washing 
 

Staining
 

cleaning Services
 

Over 20 Yrs 
experience

 
Free estimates

 
 

304-216-1068
 

WV054653

ImmeDIaTe DRIVeR 
NeeDeD 

Federal Background 
Check Required, 

At least 3 yrs 
Driving Exp.

304-771-3709

PRO BASEBALL

Just 58 single-team players among 273 in Hall of
Fame after addition of Todd Helton and Joe Mauer
Associated Press

COOPERSTOWN, N.Y. —
Todd Helton and Joe Mauer
will become just the sixth
pair of players inducted
together into the Hall of
Fame after spending their
big league careers with one
org anization.

“A lot of things had to go
right,” Helton said Thurs-
day during a news confer-
ence in the Hall’s plaque
gallery alongside Mauer
and fellow electee Adrián
Beltré. “Obviously contract
and money plays into all of
that. … You bite your
tongue a little bit and you
go out and you play hard
every day. You try to make
the team better and you
lead, and if they want you
there, great. … I am so
happy that I got to play my
whole career in Colorado,
where I love the town and I
love the people.”

There are no decisions
for the Hall to make about
the caps on the plaques of
Helton, who spent 17 sea-
sons with the Rockies, and
Mauer, who played 15 sea-
sons for the Minnesota
Twins. The Hall will have to
decide what to do for Beltré
after a career that included

eight years with the Texas
Rangers, seven with the Los
Angeles Dodgers, five with
the Seattle Mariners and
one with the Boston Red
S ox .

The Hall has made the
cap decisions since ahead
of the 2002 induction.

Just 58 of 273 players
elected to the Hall spent
their entire career with one
team. The only prior single-
team duos inducted
together were Mickey Man-
tle and Whitey Ford (1974),
Johnny Bench and Carl

Yastrzemski (1989), George
Brett and Robin Yount
(1999), Tony Gwynn and Cal
Ripken Jr. (2007), and Mar-
iano Rivera and Edgar Mar-
tinez (2019).

Helton was nearly
traded to the Red Sox in
2007, the same year he
helped Colorado reach the
World Series against
Boston.

“From my understand-
ing, it was a done deal and
Keli McGregor, who was
our team president at the
time, vetoed it at the last

second,” Helton said. “And I
am glad he did. Going to the
World Series with Colorado
meant more than winning
it with somebody else.”

Mauer grew up in St.
Paul, Minnesota, and was
drafted first overall by his
hometown team in 2001.

“I always felt that we had
a chance to win there,” said
Mauer, the 2009 AL MVP
and a three-time AL batting
champion. “Every day I
would go in, along with my
teammates and try to do
that, to be the best version
of myself. ... It’s a special
place, a special community
and I am happy to be a part
of it.”

Mauer stood behind the
dais holding 5-year-old son
Chip and admiring tributes
to the initial Hall class of Ty
Cobb, Walter Johnson,
Christy Mathewson, Honus
Wagner and Babe Ruth.

“One of his favorite
movies right now is ‘Sand-
lot’ and they talk about The
Great Bambino,” Mauer
said. “I am excited for
myself to learn even more
history about the game, but
to also have him learn more
about the great players
before me and it starts with
that first class right there,

so it’s pretty special.”
Beltré (95.1%) and

Mauer (76.1%) were elected
Tuesday by the Baseball
Wr i t e r s ’ Association of
America in their initial bal-
lot appearances and Helton
(79.7%) was voted in on the
sixth try, receiving four
more votes than needed for
the 75% threshold. They
will be inducted July 21
along with former major
league manager Jim Ley-
land, who was elected last
month by the contempo-
rary baseball era commit-
t e e.

“Every corner here is
impressive, but the one that
I was glad to see and
shocked to see was Juan
M a r i ch a l , ” Beltré said of
the plaques. “Being a little
kid from the Dominican,
that was the first big name
that I heard in baseball and
the first big leaguer that I
thought was like a god to us
in the Dominican. Every-
thing you heard was about
Juan Marichal growing up
and I remember every kid
trying to equal his famous
leg kick.”

Beltré became the fifth
Dominican elected after
Marichal, Pedro Martínez,
Vladimir Guerrero and

David Ortiz.
“There is big pride,” Bel-

tré said. “I know there are
going to be a lot coming,
especially with (Albert)
Pujols coming soon.”

Beltré credited former
big league manager Felipe
Alou, a family friend, and
scouts Ralph Avila and
Pablo Peguero for his being
able to sign with the
Dodgers as a 15-year-old in
1994.

“They were the men that
gave me a chance to become
a baseball player,” Beltré
said. “They believed in me,
they signed me at 15 years
old and they saw something
in me that I didn’t believe at
the time.”

Helton will join former
Rockies teammate Larry
Walker in the Hall. Helton
was nervous meeting the
Hall of Famer Brett, but is
eager to spend time with
him, Mike Schmidt and
other members this sum-
m e r.

“I looked up to those
g u y s, ” Helton said. “T hey
were like my heroes. I am
looking forward to golfing
with them, hanging with
them and being part of the
f amily.”

AP Photo

From left, Hall of Fame President Josh Rawitch, with newly
elected inductees Adrián Beltré, Todd Helton, and Joe
Mauer, Chairman of the Board Jane Forbes Clark and
BBWAA secretary-treasurer Jack O'Connel.
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LegaL advertisement

9-Month-Old Male
43 Pounds

9-Month-Old Female
40 Pounds

3-Year-Old Male
40 Pounds

Kobe

5-Month-Old Male
42 Pounds

5-Month-Old Male
40 Pounds

1-Year-Old Male
65 Pounds 

Luigi

MarioDash

Merlin

Nutmeg

30343                                  Jan. 26

ADVERTISEMENT MR-34-BR

 Notice is hereby given that DANA MINING COMPANY, LLC 966 CRAFTS RUN RD, MAIDSVILLE, WV 26541has submitted an application for the reissuance of Article 11/WVNPDES Permit No. WV1011715 to the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, 47 School Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1150 in order to maintain, monitor and operate a bathhouse, an office and shop area and an underground mine disposal area and a deep mine in the Sewickley seam/mineral 
bed. The operation will discharge treated storm water into Long Drain of Jakes Run and Jakes Run and Dolls Run of Pedlar Run and Unnamed Tributary of Pedlar Run and Pedlar Run and Unnamed Tributary of an Unnamed Tributary of Dunkard 
Creek and Unnamed Tributary of Robinson Run and Robinson Run of Monongahela River and is located 2.5 (miles), northwest of MAIDSVILLE , in Cass District(s) of Monongalia County(ies), Longitude 80 ° 0 ‘ 22 “ and Latitude 39 ° 42 ‘ 28 “ (Coor-
dinates from USGS Topographic Map).

 The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking information on private surface water intakes for human consumption located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream of this operation. Please provide your 
name, phone number, mailing address, the name of the stream being with the intake, and the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be submitted to the address above.

 An anti-degradation review has been conducted. Tier 1 protection is afforded because effluent limitations ensure compliance with water quality criteria for all designated uses. Where applicable, a full Tier 2 anti-degradation review has 
been conducted.

 Comments on the Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding the Article 11/NPDES application shall be in writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state the nature of the issues proposed to be 
raised in the hearing. Such written comments or requests should be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above, and must also reference the Article 11/NPDES permit number shown above. Comments received 
by February 26, or thirty (30) days from date of publication, will be considered. A copy of the Article 11/WVNPDES application, draft permit, rational page, and fact sheet (if required) will be available for inspection and obtaining copies during nor-
mal business hours at the DEP Regional Office located at the address above.

DEP Telephone No. 304-457-3219   Article 11/NPDES Permit No. WV1011715

WO R L D

Report on sex abuse in Germany’s Protestant Church documents at least 2,225 victims
Associated Press

BERLIN — At least
1,259 people working for the
Protestant Church of
Germany have committed
sexual abuse in the last
decades and at least
2,225 victims were affected
by the abuse according to
an independent report
published Thursday.

The numbers are based
on the study of documents
and files from the regional
churches and the

Lutherans’ diaconal relief
and social welfare organi-
zation, known as Diakonie.

However, the authors
said they were not able to
analyze the personnel files
of all pastors and deacons
within the church, but pri-
marily disciplinary files.
They estimated that the
real number of perpetra-
tors is much higher, with
nearly 3,500 people who
have committed sexual
abuse, German news
agency dpa reported.

“It’s the tip of the tip of
the iceberg,” said Martin
Wazlawik from Hannover
University, who coordi-
nated the study on sexu-
alized violence in the
Protestant Church in
Ger many.

The church commis-
sioned the study in 2020 and
financed it with 3.6 million
euros ($3.92 million), with
the goal of analyzing struc-
tures within the church
that promote violence and
abuse of power. As an

umbrella organization of
20 regional churches, the
EKD represents 19.2 mil-
lion Protestant Christians
in Germany.

At the presentation of
the study in Hannover, the
head of the Council of the
Protestant Church in Ger-
many, also known as EKD,
apologized to the victims
“wholehear tedly.”

“As an institution, we
have also been guilty of
countless crimes against
countless people,”

Hamburg Bishop Kirsten
Fehrs said, adding that she
was “deeply shocked” by
the overall picture pre-
sented by the study.

“Ever since I have been
dealing with this topic, I
have been sincerely
shaken by the abysmal
violence that has been
inflicted on so many peo-
ple in our church,” Fe h r s
said, adding that the
church would accept the
results of the study “with
h u m i l i t y. ”

This report comes sev-
eral years after Germany’s
Catholic Church published
staggering numbers on
sexual abuse by its clergy.

In 2018, a church-com-
missioned report con-
cluded that at least
3,677 people were abused by
Catholic clergy in Ger-
many between 1946 and
2014. More than half the
victims were 13 or younger,
and nearly a third served as
altar boys.
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30149 JANUARY 12, 19, 26

2022-C-000284-MONONGALIA COUNTY-SPINSADDLE, LLC

To: SANAZ LLC, SANAZ LLC, SANAZ, LLC, MONT CHATEAU HOMEOWNERS ASSO-
CIATION, INC. C/O ROBERT BABIARZ, MONT CHATEAU HOME OWNERS ASSOCIA-
TION, INC. C/O PAUL CASSAK, MONT CHATEAU ESTATES, SANAZ LLC, SANAZ, LLC, 
SANAZ, LLC C/O MAJID JARAIEDI, SANAZ, LLC C/O JAVID JARAIEDI, SANAZ, LLC C/O 
HAMID JARAIEDI, SANAZ, LLC, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, 
successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, adminis-
trators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delin-
quent property, and other parties that may have any interest in the subject property.

 
DISTRICT UNION MAP 19V PARCEL 0004 0000 0000
 
You will take notice that SPINSADDLE, LLC, the purchaser of the following real estate, 
Cert No. 2022-C-000284, located in UNION District, LOT 14 OR .3488 AC THE 
VIEWS AT CHEAT LAKE which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name of 
SANAZ LLC, and was sold by the deputy commissioner of delinquent and nonentered 
lands of MONONGALIA County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on May 25, 2023. 
SPINSADDLE, LLC requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be 
made on or after July 1, 2024, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or before June 30, 2024 will be 
as follows:
 
Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with inter-
est, for tax year ticket number 2021 - 65208.
 
                                                                                                              $497.60
 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for ticket 
number
 
                                                                                                                 $0.00
 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2022-72648.
 
                                                                                                              $786.77
 
Additional taxes with interest.
 
                                                                                                                 $0.00
 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest.
 
                                                                                                             $190.32
 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service, 
Secretary of State with interest.
 
                                                                                                          $1,066.02
 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.
 
                                                                                                                 $0.00
 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, 
certified or personal check.
 
                                                                                                           $2,540.71
 
You may redeem at any time before June 30, 2024 by paying the above total 
less any unearned interest.
 
Given under my hand January 8, 2024
 
/s/:G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of MONONGALIA County, State of West Virginia
 

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, 

County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East

Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions, please call 1-888-509-6568

30249 JANUARY 19, 26 FEBRUARY 2

2022-C-000120-MONONGALIA COUNTY-PAUL D & F LAURA HIMES

To: ERICA MARIE SHISLER LOUGHRY, OCCUPANT, STEVEN MICHAEL LOUGHRY, 
MONONGALIA COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL, WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY MEDICAL 
CORPORATION HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATION, ERICA MARIE SHISLER LOUGHRY, STE-
VEN MICHAEL LOUGHRY, ALL OF THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, CREDITORS, 
REPRESENTATIVES, SUCCESSORS OR ASSIGNS OF ERICA MARIE SHISLER LOUGHRY 
WHOSE ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN, ALL OF THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
CREDITORS, REPRESENTATIVES, SUCCESSORS OR ASSIGNS OF STEVEN MICHAEL 
LOUGHRY WHOSE ADDRESSES ARE UNKNOWN, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fi-
duciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have any interest in 
the subject property.
 
DISTRICT GRANT MAP 17 PARCEL 0078 0002 0000
 
You will take notice that PAUL D & F LAURA HIMES, the purchaser of the following 
real estate, Cert No. 2022-C-000120, located in GRANT District, .89 AC SUR & 
R/W which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name of LOUGHRY ERICA 
MARIE SHISLER & STEVE, and was sold by the deputy commissioner of delinquent and 
nonentered lands of MONONGALIA County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on May 
25,2023. PAUL D & F LAURA HIMES requests that you be notified a deed for such real 
estate will be made on or after July 1, 2024, as provided by law, unless before that 
day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or before June 
30, 2024 will be as follows:
 
Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with inter-
est, for tax year ticket number 2021 - 32516.
 
                                                                                                             $795.79
 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for ticket 
number
 
                                                                                                                 $0.00
 
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2022-39515.
 
                                                                                                             $655.50
 
Additional taxes with interest.
 
                                                                                                                 $0.00
 
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest.
 
                                                                                                             $212.95
 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service, 
Secretary of State with interest.
 
                                                                                                          $1,234.07
 
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.
 
                                                                                                                 $0.00
 
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, 
certified or personal check.
 
                                                                                                          $2,898.31
 
You may redeem at any time before June 30, 2024 by paying the above total 
less any unearned interest.
 
Given under my hand January 12, 2024
 
/s/: G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
G. Russell Rollyson, Jr.
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of MONONGALIA County, State of West Virginia
 

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, 

County Collections Division 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East

Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305

Questions, please call 1-888-509-6568

30335 JANUARY 26

AIR QUALITY PERMIT NOTICE
 

Notice of Open Comment Period

On September 5, 2023, West Virginia University Hos-
pitals, Inc. (WVUH) applied to the WV Department of 
Environmental Protection, Division of Air Quality (DAQ) 
for an after-the-fact modification permit to install and 
operate 4 natural gas-fired boilers with diesel backup, 
8 emergency generator engines, and 2 ethylene oxide 
(EtO) sterilizers at their J.W. Ruby Memorial Hospital lo-
cated at  1 Medical Center Drive, Morgantown, Monon-
galia County, WV  26506 at 39.65333°N latitude  and 
-79.97515°W longitude.  A preliminary evaluation has 
determined that all State and Federal air quality require-
ments will be met by the proposed facility.  The DAQ 
is providing notice to the public of an open comment 
period for permit application R13-3342B.
 
The following increases in potential to emit (PTE) will 
be authorized by this permit action: Particulate Matter 
(PM), 2.5 tons per year (TPY); Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx), 
23.9 TPY; Carbon Monoxide (CO), 17.1 TPY; Volatile Or-
ganic Compounds (VOC), 2.1 TPY; Sulfur Dioxide (SO2), 
0.5 TPY; and Ethylene Oxide (EtO), 0.06 TPY.
 
Written comments or requests for a public meeting 
must be received by the DAQ before 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day, February 26, 2024.  A public meeting may be held 
if the Director of the DAQ determines that significant 
public interest has been expressed, in writing, or when 
the Director deems it appropriate.
 
The purpose of the DAQ’s permitting process is to 
make a preliminary determination if the proposed modi-
fication will meet all state and federal air quality require-
ments.  The purpose of the public review process is to 
accept public comments on air quality issues relevant 
to this determination.  Only written comments received 
at the address noted below within the specified time 
frame, or comments presented orally at a scheduled 
public meeting, will be considered prior to final action 
on the permit.  All such comments will become part of 
the public record.
 
John Legg 
WV Department of Environmental Protection 
Division of Air Quality 
601 57th Street, SE 
Charleston, WV  25304 
Telephone:  304/926-0499, ext. 41275 
Email:  john.c.legg@wv.gov
 
Additional information, including copies of the draft 
permit, application and all other supporting materials 
relevant to the permit decision may be obtained by 
contacting the engineer listed above. The draft per-
mit and engineering evaluation can be downloaded at: 

h t t p s : / / d e p . w v . g o v / d a q / p e r m i t t i n g /
P a g e s / N S R - P e r m i t - A p p l i c a t i o n s . a s p x 

30351                      Jan. 26

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE PROPOSED ABANDONMENT IN ITS ENTIRETY OF HARP 901/8 (0.21 MILE), HARP 901/9 
(0.25 MILE), HARP 901/10 (0.05 MILE), HARP 901/11 (0.05 MILE), HARP 901/17 (0.21 MILE), HARP 901/20 (0.05 MILE), HARP 901/18 (0.19 MILE), AND 

HARP 901/19 (0.05 MILE), ALL AS LOCATED IN MONONGALIA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
 
 The West Virginia Division of Highways hereby provides notice of the proposed abandonment in its entirety of HARP 901/8 (0.21 MILE), HARP 901/9 (0.25 
MILE), HARP 901/10 (0.05 MILE), HARP 901/11 (0.05 MILE), HARP 901/17 (0.21 MILE), HARP 901/20 (0.05 MILE), HARP 901/18 (0.19 MILE), AND HARP 901/19 (0.05 
MILE), all as located in Monongalia County, West Virginia.
 
 West Virginia Department of Transportation, District 4 requested the abandonments on behalf of the Town of Blacksville. Information related to the pro-
posed abandonments may be found at http://go.wv.gov/roadabandonments.
 
 Anyone wishing to comment on this proposal or to request a meeting may do so by emailing the Commissioner of Highways (preferred method), at HD-
SHelpDesk@wv.gov or by writing to the Commissioner at West Virginia Division of Highways, Information Technology Division, Capitol Complex, Building 5, Room 
720, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Charleston, West Virginia 25305-0430, Attn: Angela Liller on or before March 1, 2024.

W E AT H E R

Water service restored to rural Tennessee town a
week after winter storm, sub-freezing temperatures
Associated Press

MASON, Tenn. — T he
majority of residents in the
rural Tennessee town of
Mason had water services
restored Wednesday, a week
after freezing temperatures
broke pipes and caused
leaks in the decades-old,
neglected water system.

Mayor Eddie Noeman
told The Associated Press
that 75% of the predomi-
nantly Black west Tennessee
town of 1,300 people has had
water restored, with the rest
expected to be able to use
their faucets by Wednesday
night or Thursday.

A winter storm brought
sub-freezing temperatures
and snow to Mason and the
rest of Tennessee last week.
The cold caused the town’s
pipes to freeze over and
break, creating leaks that
lowered water pressure and
left many residents without
running water. The cold
exposed major problems
with a water system that
dates back to the 1950s, the
mayor said.

Noeman said no money
had been invested in the
t ow n’s water system since
2010.

Residents filled up jugs
and buckets at the homes of
relatives and friends who
live in the area but did not
lose water service. Many
either bought water or

picked some up at give-
aways by the fire depart-
ment and local churches.

“Everybody came
together for the town of
Mason,” Noeman said.
“We ’ve had these problems
for a very long time.”

Larry Camper, 69, still
did not have water restored
to his home as of Wednes-
day afternoon, so he filled
plastic jugs with water
from a spigot outside City
Hall. Camper said also
received water from the
mayor and melted snow
that stayed on the ground
for days after the storm. He
said he stockpiled water
before the storm because
Mason has previously had
outa g es.

“It should have been
fixed long before this,” he
said.

Mason has been beset by
problems with infrastruc-
ture and financial misman-
agement for years. Two for-
mer employees were
charged with taking town
funds, and the state
c o m p t ro l l e r ’s office has
said the town had thou-
sands of dollars in missing
credit card expenditures.

In 2022, the state of Ten-
nessee moved to take over
M a s o n’s finances. But offi-
cials later reached an
agreement that allowed the
local government to retain

control of its spending.
Noeman said the town

had been losing six million
gallons of water a year to
leaks, but 45 leaks have
been repaired since he took
office a year ago. A Mis-
souri-based company took
over the water system in
October, and no problems
had been reported until last
we e k ’s storm, he said.

The state has given
Mason $1.9 million to
improve its water system.
Along with the town’s
1,300 people, Mason also
provides water to residents
who live nearby in unin-
corporated areas of Tipton
C o u n t y.

“Some people called me
very, very, very upset about
it,” Noeman said of the
water outage. “But when I
explained to them what the
situation was and how we
reached this point, people
understood.”

More than two dozen
water systems in Ten-
nessee were placed under
boil-water notices during
the recent cold snap. Nine-
teen counties in the state
reported operational issues
with their water utilities,
the Tennessee Emergency
Management Agency said.

In Memphis, residents
spent five days boiling
water for drinking, brush-
ing their teeth and prepar-
ing food as repair crews
worked to fix broken pipes,

which led to low water pres-
sure that can allow harmful
bacteria to contaminate the
water supply. The boil-
water advisory was lifted
Tuesday. Memphis Light,
Gas and Water said water
quality tests have met state
and federal standards.

Sarah Houston, execu-
tive director of Protect Our
Aquifer, said water infras-
tructure in the South is not
built for heavy snow, large
ice accumulations and
days of subfreezing
t e m p e r at u re s.

“Our water lines are not
buried beneath the frost
line. They’re not insulated.
And they’re old,” she said.

The unusually cold
weather has caused dozens
of deaths around the U.S.
this month, many involv-
ing hypothermia or road
accidents. The Tennessee
Department of Health
reported 36 weather-related
fatalities across the state as
of Tuesday.

Virginia Rivers, a for-
mer vice mayor of Mason
who now serves as an alder-
woman, said she got run-
ning water restored on
We d n e s d ay.

“I do understand that the
fact that the system is old,
and I do understand the
frustration of the people
because I’m affected by it,
t o o, ” she said.

“It’s hard. It’s not easy.
But we’re surviving.”

C OU RT S

Republican lawmakers in
Pennsylvania challenge
state, federal actions to
boost voter registration
Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. —
A group of conservative
state lawmakers in Penn-
sylvania filed a federal
lawsuit Thursday chal-
lenging three voting-
related executive branch
actions designed to boost
voter registration, includ-
ing a 2021 executive order
by President Joe Biden.

The lawsuit is expected
to be one of many to lit-
igate voting and election
rules in a battleground
state that is critical to
2024’s presidential con-
test. In the 2020 election,
T r ump’s campaign, state
officials, the Democratic
Party and others fought
over the rules for mail-in
voting, and Trump later
baselessly smeared the
election as rife with fraud
and tried unsuccessfully
to overturn it.

The lawsuit, filed by
24 Republican state law-
makers, challenges the
legality of a 2021 executive
order by Biden that orders
federal agencies to con-
sider ways to expand
access to registering to
vote and information
about voting.

It also challenges two
state-level actions. One is
last fall’s introduction of
automatic voter registra-
tion in Pennsylvania by
Democratic Gov. Josh
Shapiro. The other is a
2018 state directive under
then-Democratic Gov.
Tom Wolf. That directive
said that counties cannot
reject a voter registration
application solely on the
basis of finding that the
applicant submitted a
d r ive r ’s license number
or Social Security number
digits that don’t match
what is in a government
agency database.

The three actions
needed — but never
received — le gislative
approval, or conflict with
existing law, the lawsuit
c o n t e n d s.

B i d e n’s executive order
has been the subject of
lawsuits and letters from
conservative officials and
organizations seeking
information about federal
agency plans under it.
Republican state
attorneys general and

secretaries of state have
asked Biden to rescind it.

The Brennan Center
for Justice last year called
B i d e n’s executive order
“one of the most substan-
tial undertakings by any
administration to over-
come barriers to voting.”

The U.S. Justice
Department declined
comment on the lawsuit.
S h ap i ro ’s administration
said in a statement that it
is “f r ivo l o u s ” to suggest
that it lacks the authority
to implement automatic
voter registration.

“This administration
looks forward to once
again defending our
democracy in court
against those advancing
extreme, undemocratic
legal theories,” S h ap i ro ’s
administration said.

The Shapiro adminis-
tration in September
instituted automatic vot-
ing, under which prompts
on the computer screens
in driver’s license centers
take the user to a template
to register to vote. That
leaves it up to the user to
choose not to register. Pre-
viously, prompts on the
computer screen first
asked users whether they
wanted to register to
vo t e.

Twenty-three other
states and Washington,
D.C., already have varying
models of what is called ”
automatic voter registra-
tion,” according to the
National Conference of
State Legislatures. Still,
former President Donald
Trump has already
accused Democrats of
“trying to steal” Pe n n s y l -
vania in 2024’s election
through automatic voter
re gistration.

In the 2020 election,
Trump and his allies went
to court repeatedly to
overturn Biden’s victory
and relentlessly criticized
election-related decisions
by the state’s Democratic-
majority Supreme Court.

Many of the lawmakers
on Thursday’s lawsuit
have sued previously to
invalidate the state’s vote-
by-mail law, voted to con-
test the 2020 presidential
election or protested the
certification of the
2020 election for Biden.

DominionPost.com
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Solutions — B-5

Creatine supplements can
help build muscle mass
DEAR DOCTORS: I’m a
36-year-old woman, and
recently I began lifting
weights to get stronger. A
trainer at my gym has
been saying that taking a
creatine supplement
could be helpful for that.
What is creatine, and
what does it do?

Dear Reader: Creatine
is an organic compound
that the body relies on for
a continuous supply of
energy to the muscles. Cre-
atine is synthesized by the
body from a trio of amino
acids, primarily by the
liver. The kidneys also play
a role, and the pancreas is
believed to contribute, as
well. The compound also is
available from dietary
sources, mainly red meat,
seafood and chicken.

The majority of creatine
is stored in the skeletal
muscles in a form known
as phosphocreatine, or cre-
atine phosphate. Creatine
aids in the production of
adenosine triphosphate, or
ATP. That’s the body’s
main source of energy for
crucial functions, includ-
ing powering muscle con-
traction and release, the
transmission of electrical
impulses along the nerves
and the synthesis of pro-
tein for tissue mainte-
nance and repair.

Researchers have found
that when someone takes
creatine supplements
while engaged in a pro-
gram of resistance train-
ing, such as weightlifting,
it can help to build lean
body mass.

A healthy person with a
balanced diet that includes
red meat, chicken and
seafood will get an ade-
quate supply of creatine.
However, research shows
that supplements can be
helpful in making athletic
gains. Some studies have
found that using a creatine
supplement can help build
muscle mass and improve
s t re n g t h .

When it comes to cre-
atine supplements, a wide
body of research has found
them to be safe. Your doc-
tor will help you evaluate
your goals and can guide
you in choosing the right
supplement for your needs.

Fr i d ay,
Jan. 26, 2024

If you act in haste,
yo u ’ll make a mistake that
can affect important rela-
tionships. Plan your
actions and initiate
changes that lead to more
opportunities and less
emotional stress. Take
matters into your own
hands. Don’t be afraid to
take control of situations.
Do what makes you happy.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 19) — Put your energy
to good use. Concentrate on
prepping for something you
want to pursue.

PISCES (Feb. 20-
March 20) — Change what’s
necessary. Keep your money
and possessions safe
and avoid unnecessary
purchases.

ARIES (March 21-
April 19) — Forgo trivial mat-
ters, don’t let anyone goad
you into a debate and
sidestep anyone tempting
you to take a risk.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20) — Stick to the facts
and leave no room for error.
Stop anyone who exagger-
ates or gossips before
someone gets hurt.

GEMINI (May 21-
June 20) — Keep your
pursuits secret until you have
enough information to
formulate your next move.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22) — Set an agenda

and head in a direction that
doesn’t require approval or
permission.

LEO (July 23-
Aug. 22) — Your tendency to
overreact will work against
you. Protect your reputation
and position.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22) — Take part in
something that will broaden
your awareness or bring you
in touch with someone from
your past.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23) — Don’t mix emo-
tions and money. The cost of
a repair or replacement will
take you by surprise.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 22) — Compromise will
encourage opportunities.
Share your ideas and con-
cerns, and you’ll get valuable
feedback.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21) — Know where your
money goes. Unexpected
expenses will leave you short
of cash and feeling stressed.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — Focus on your
living space and how it
affects your functionality and
mindset.

EUGENIA LAST

DRS. ELIZABETH KO
& EVE GLAZIER


