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BY JIM BISSETT
JBissett@DominionPost.com

Junius Lewis was taking those auditorium
steps three at a time as he strode through an
audience of appreciative students Wednesday
morning at South Middle School.

“Hold up, hold up,” the Morgantown minister
and former WVU star called over the happy din,
as he carried a cordless microphone.

“We ’ve got a question over here.”
A lot of the queries were fun, and Lewis

repeated them into that microphone, so everyone

could hear.
“How tall am I? I’m 6-11. How tall were my mom

and dad? My mom was 5-10 and my dad was 5-9. I
d o n’t know where my height came from. The
shower head in my house? Ten feet. There’s a lot
of me to wash.”

And some of them were serious: “When did I
decide to become a minister? I was in Paris,
France, playing pro ball and I couldn’t figure out
why I was so unhappy. So, I started listening to my
inner voice.”

Listening was the whole point of his appear-
ance at South.

He was there as part of the K-12 Speakers
Bureau of the West Virginia Public Education
Collaborative, which advocates for the intellec-
tual advancement of students in the Mountain

BY BEN CONLEY
BConley@DominionPost.com

It was an uphill climb to be
sure, but the Chestnut Ridge
Park tubing hill opened to the
public for the first time this

past weekend.
By all accounts, it was a hit.
Monongalia County Director

of Parks and Recreation J.R. Pet-
sko said a total of 270 people
bundled up and bought a ticket to
s l i d e.

“Everybody has opinions
nowadays, and it’s very few times
in life that you have 270 people
that were ecstatic about what
they did,” Petsko told the Monon-
galia County Commission.
“Not one complaint the

entire weekend.”
Ironically, the hill’s grand

unveiling was nearly derailed by,
of all things, too much snow.

“As you know, we got hit Fri-
day with a pretty big snowstorm.
We had over a foot of snow at
Chestnut Ridge,” Petsko said,
launching into a list of individ-
uals, county and state depart-
ments and at least one private
business that came together to
clear the roads and necessary
areas of the park to get the

Chestnut Ridge tubing hill
opens to snowy success

COMMUNITY

‘Make sure it’s a good voice’

Former WVU basketball star
Junius Lewis inspires students

BY BRAD MCELHINNY
WVMetroNews.com

The first speaker at a public
hearing on opening West Vir-
ginia’s obscenity laws to pros-
ecution of library representa-
tives read right away from a
book describing oral sex, and
that set a tone for the House
Chamber discussion of what is
or isn’t appropriate material.

“This is for our 12, 13 and
14-year old children in our middle
s ch o o l s, ” said speaker Elisa
Pay n e.

“Our society is morally
bankrupt if we allow children
access to this obscenity in our
schools. We are not banning or
burning; we are protecting.”

The public hearing in the
House of Delegates was occurring
because West Virginia lawmakers
are considering opening public
and school libraries up to felony
charges for the display or dis-
semination of obscene material.
The House Judiciary Committee
has held off on considering the
bill until after the public
hearing.

About half of the speakers at
the public hearing favor the
move. The other half warned
that opening up libraries to
potential prosecution would
result in a chilling effect.

Removing exemptions from
West Virginia’s obscenity law
could expose library representa-
tives to felony penalties resulting
in up to $25,000 fines or up to five
years in jail.

Federal obscenity laws gen-
erally follow a three-pronged
test, including whether a rea-
sonable person finds that the
material, taken as a whole, lacks
serious literary, artistic,

Public hearing
over bill that
could criminalize
library content
brings out books

I N F O R M AT I O N

BY DAVID BEARD
DBeard@DominionPost.com

The House of Delegates was
unified on a list of bills and res-
olutions on Wednesday, except
one promoting moonshine. The
booze bill passed by just one
vo t e.

HB 4793, the moonshine bill,
would allow home distilling of up
to 25 gallons for one person aged
21 and older in a household, or up
to 50 gallons in a household with
two or more of legal drinking
a g e.

Judiciary chair Tom Fast,
R-Fayette, has been consistently
opposed to booze bills in his
10 years in office. He said, “T he
Legislature in the past 10 years
has just paved the way for more
and more and more alcohol con-
sumption and alcohol use.”

He spoke at length on the pub-
lic health issues associated with
alcohol and said the bill doesn’t
fix any existing problems. “Let’s
send it in the trash can where it
b e l o n g s. ”

Delegate Geoff Foster, R-Put-
nam, agreed with the intent of the
bill but said the 50-gallon limit
was excessive, allowing the moon-
shiner to get drunk 267 times.
“T hat’s a problem.”

The vote was 49-48 with two
delegates absent, and it goes to
the Senate.

Locally, Republicans Geno
Chiarelli and Amy Summers, and
Democrats Joey Garcia, Anitra
Hamilton, Evan Hansen and John
Williams voted for it. Republicans
Mike DeVault, Buck Jennings,
Phil Mallow, Joe Statler, George
Street and Debbie Warner voted
against it.

Senate resolutions
SJR 16 is headed: “Urging the

United States Congress to enact
much-needed reforms to federal
permitting policies to
accelerate deployment of new

Ho u s e
moonshine
bill squeaks
by with
1-vote margin
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Ron Rittenhouse/The Dominion Post

Former WVU basketball star Junius Lewis leans over to hear a question from a South Middle School
student on Wednesday. The West Virginia Public Education Collaborative’s K-12 Speakers Bureau
invited Lewis to speak to students about his career on and off the court.

CRIME

Additional details found regarding
Hazelton inmate death
BY ERIN CLEAVENGER
ECleavenger@DominionPost.com

The death of a 68-year-old
inmate at the Federal Correc-
tional Institution (FCI) Hazel-
ton over the weekend is being
investigated as a homicide, a
source at the prison confirmed.
The Dominion Post agreed not
to identify the source.

A press release from the Fed-
eral Bureau of Prisons (FBOP)

earlier this week stated inmate
Kenneth Harrington was found
unresponsive Sunday after-
noon in an undisclosed area of
the prison.

According to the source, Har-
rington was found in a bath-
room in the Special Housing
Unit (SHU) at the medium-secu-
rity facility. The official cause of
Har rington’s death will be
determined by a medical

examiner, but it is believed at
this time that his death was
caused by another inmate, who
has been identified but not yet
named.

The FBOP said employees
initiated life-saving measures
and requested emergency med-
ical services (EMS) while life-
saving efforts continued, but
Harrington was ultimately pro-
nounced dead by medical
personnel.

Harrington was sentenced in
the Southern District of Texas
to approximately 19 1/2 years in
prison for armed bank robbery.

SEE DEATH, A-3
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hill open.
“This was a group

effort by everybody. This
w a s n’t just parks and rec
staf f,” he said.

The county’s taxpayers
also played a part.

In November 2019, the
commission used funds
from the parks, trails and
recreation levy to pur-
chase a three-phase gen-
erator and snow-making
attachment from HKD
Snowmakers ($122,120)
and 300-foot Sunkid tub-
ing tow lift ($48,350).

While the snow
machine went into action,
it was quickly determined
that the geometry of the
hill was all wrong to sup-
port the tow system.

The project ultimately
snowballed into a four-
plus year effort costing at
least $395,179 to get the
hill reshaped and open to
the public.

The hope now is that it
will stay open, but that’s
going to take an assist
from Mother Nature.

Petsko said park staff
created about 2 feet of
manmade snow over the
weekend to go with the
natural stuff. He also
noted the process of mak-
ing snow is a little tricker
than you might think and
requires temperatures of
28 degrees or below.

Tubing has already
been called off this week-
end due to the amount of
rain in the forecast.

While it’s anticipated
to be well above 28 degrees
the weekend of Feb. 9, the
hill will open if the exist-
ing snow survives the rain
and warmer tempera-
tures expected over the
next week or so.

Information on the sta-
tus of the tubing hill will
be released every Wednes-
day at noon. The easiest

way to access that infor-
mation is through the
Mon County Parks and
Recreation and Chestnut
Ridge Park Facebook
pages. You can also call
the park at
304-594-1773.

Commissioner Jeff
Arnett encouraged
county residents to get to
Chestnut Ridge Park. He
said the new winter
amenity is on par with
others around
the state.

“I’ve been to the one at
Snowshoe. Other than the
fact that they have a lot
more snow and it stays
open longer, it compares
perfectly with ours, and
it’s about six times the
cost,” he said. “It’s a
wonderful thing the
levy has helped us
p rov i d e. ”

When open, tubing is
available for two two-hour
sessions daily on Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays,
from 10 a.m.- noon and
from 2 p.m.- 4 p.m. Each
session is limited to
50 people.

Children must be at
least 4 years old and
42 inches tall and must
ride independently.

Tickets are $10 and
can be purchased at
m o n c o u n t y p a rk s. c o m .

G OV E R N M E N T

Delegates examine changes to
West Virginia elections laws
BY BRAD MCEILHINNY
WVMetroNews.com

The House Judiciary
Committee advanced a cou-
ple of bills affecting West
Virginia election laws.

The bills were left over
from a Judiciary Commit-
tee agenda earlier in the
week when other topics
went long and delegates
c o u l d n’t get to the election
p o l i c i e s.

HB 4017 would make sev-
eral election law changes,
including establishing
criminal penalties for
coercing or offering pay-
ment for unlawful registra-
tion; and for casting a ballot
in person after having
voted an absentee ballot.

Delegate Josh Holstein,
R-Boone, sponsor of the bill
said the intent “is to pro-
hibit any kind of fraud.”

Delegate Shawn
Fluharty, D-Ohio, asked if
double balloting, absentee
and then in-person, occurs
re gularly.

Deak Kersey, chief of
staff for the Secretary of
S t at e ’s office, said casting a
ballot after voting via
absentee ballot does
sometimes happen.

Kersey said, “T here’s a
procedure in place to make
sure that folks that submit
an absentee ballot don’t get
a regular ballot in the
polling place on Election
D ay. ”

Fluharty wondered if
t h at ’s the case, why a
change in the law would be
n e c e s s a r y.

Delegate Joey Garcia,
D-Marion, proposed an
amendment to the bill to try
to clarify that items of very
little value would not con-
stitute an illegal payment
for a vote.

He said he was trying to
protect get-out-the-vote
efforts “trying to register
people to vote and they may
give bottled water, an apple,
certainly don’t want them
to be giving out a thing of
wh i s ke y. ”

“So I think that’s greater
than de minimis. But I
think things like that, to me
make common sense that
we ’re not trying to crim-
inalize what I’ve seen is
very normal voter
registration drives.”

The proposal that would
have allowed “de minimis”
gifts for voters was voted
d ow n .

The bill passed the
majority of the committee
and now goes to the House
fl o o r.

HB 4350 would prohibit
the filling of a vacancy on
the ballot after the close of
the candidate filing period.

Current law allows
party executive committees
or their chairs to fill such
vacancies for a limited
amount of time, about two
weeks, after the close of the
filing period.

This bill would state
that the vacancy cannot be
filled and the vacancy
would continue.

Delegate Evan Hansen,
D-Monongalia, said “this is
one of a series of election-
related bills that make it
harder to register, make it
harder to run for office.

“I can’t support that.
T hat’s not the type of
democracy that I want to
live in. I want to live in a
country where we encour-
age people to run for office
and have as much choice as
possible, where we encour-
age people to register to
vote so they can choose
their leaders. And we
encourage people to actu-
ally cast votes.”

Another election-related
bill was bumped from
t o d ay ’s agenda. This was
among those that the com-
mittee also didn’t get
around to considering on
M o n d ay.

So the committee has not
yet taken up HB 4016, which
would prohibit the delivery
of unsolicited absentee bal-
lot applications to any per-
son who has not specifi-
cally requested one.

In 2020, when the nation
was hit by the COVID-19
pandemic and the gover-
nor had declared a
health-related state of
emergency, county clerks
mailed absentee ballot
application postcards to
all registered voters for
the Primary Election.

West Virginia Citizen
Action expressed concern
that the House bill will
“have a chilling effect on
those who work to encour-
age voting by prohibiting
the distribution of a public
document available for
download from the Secre-
tary of State’s website.”

Earlier this week, the
Judiciary Committee
advanced a bill, House Bill
4205, specifying the Legis-
lature has the ability to
bring legal actions against
state government officials
who make or attempt unau-
thorized changes in state
election laws.

L E G I S L AT U R E

A sampling of bills introduced
Monday and Tuesday
BY DAVID BEARD
DBeard@DominionPost.com

Here is a sampling of
bills introduced Monday.
Local sponsors and
cosponsors are noted.
n SB 495 and 496, to

clarify that race discrim-
ination includes discrim-
ination based on certain
hair textures and styles.
SB 496, Sen. Mike Caputo,
D-Marion, sponsor.
n SB 497, to proscribe

rent control.
n SB 499, to permit the

care of a patient by
telemedicine across state
l i n e s.
n SB 501, creates and

defines the felony offense
of cruelty to animals.
n SB 506, to eliminate

the restriction to carry a
firearm on the state Capi-
tol Complex grounds.

SJR 6, a proposed con-
stitutional amendment to
authorize the incorpora-
tion of churches or reli-
gious denominations that
choose to incorporate.
Sens. Mike Oliverio,
R-Monongalia, Randy
Smith, R-Tucker,
c o - s p o n s o r s.
n SJR 7, to propose an

amendment to the Consti-
tution to provide that in
all elections held in West
Virginia only citizens of
the state who are citizens
of the United States are
qualified to vote.
n HB 4743, to require

medical professionals to
obtain consent for a med-
ical resident to treat a
patient in advance of
the appointment or
p ro c e d u re.
n HB 4962, prohibiting

city or town from requir-
ing hotel or motel partic-
ipation in housing
voucher programs; pro-
hibiting county from
requiring hotel or motel
participation in housing
voucher programs; and
prohibiting a housing
authority from requiring
hotel or motel participa-
tion in housing voucher
prog rams.
n HB 4963, to prohibit

the use of deep fake
technology to influence
an election.

n HCR 43, requesting
the Joint Committee on
Government and Finance
study the potential of
Cheat Lake as a state park
and the potential eco-
nomic and social impacts
if this area is turned into a
park or left for future
development. Delegate
Debbie Warner, R-Monon-
galia, lead sponsor; Del-
egates Geno Chiarelli, Joe
Statler, both R-Monon-
galia, Evan Hansen,
Anitra Hamilton, both
D-Monongalia, Buck
Jennings, George Street,
R-Preston, co-sponsors.
n HB 4743, to require

medical professionals to
obtain consent for a med-
ical resident to treat a
patient in advance of
the appointment or
p ro c e d u re.
n HB 4962, prohibiting

city or town from requir-
ing hotel or motel partic-
ipation in housing
voucher programs; pro-
hibiting county from
requiring hotel or motel
participation in housing
voucher programs; and
prohibiting a housing
authority from requiring
hotel or motel participa-
tion in housing voucher
prog rams.
n HB 4963, to prohibit

the use of deep fake tech-
nology to influence an
election.
n HB 5003, to require

that any 16- or 17-year-old
who seeks a marriage
license from the county
clerks of this state be a
West Virginia resident.
n HB 5009, to create a

process by which voters
may recall a county ordi-
nance in a special
election.
n HB 5014, to make a

$2 million supplementary
appropriation to the West
Virginia University Gen-
eral Administration
Fund.
n HB 5022, to increase

the amount of ephedrine,
pseudoephedrine or
phenylpropanolamine a
person may purchase
annually. Delegate Amy
Summers. R-Taylor,
s p o n s o r.

MONEY

Mon Power, Potomac Edison reach settlement
in base rate case, await PSC approval

BY DAVID BEARD
DBeard@DominionPost.com

Mon Power, Potomac
Edison and the various par-
ties involved in the com-
panies’ base rate increase
case have filed a proposed
settlement with the Public
Service Commission and
await the PSC’s approval.

Joining the companies
in the Joint Stipulation and
Agreement filed Tuesday
are PSC staff, the PSC’s
Consumer Advocate Divi-
sion, the West Virginia
Energy Users Group,
Longview Power, West Vir-
ginia Citizen Action Group,
Solar United Neighbors
and Energy Efficient West
Vi r g i n i a .

The FirstEnergy sisters’
previous base rate case was
filed nine years ago. They
originated this rate case on
May 31, seeking $207.5 mil-
lion, including for their
infrastructure and their
energy assistance pro-
grams. The hike would
have cost the average res-
idential customer
$18.07 per month, a 15%
hike. The overall proposed
increase across all cus-
tomer types — re s i d e n t i a l ,
commercial, industrial and
street lighting — was 13%.

In later testimony they
reduced their request to
$172.8 million, a 10.6% hike,
the settlement says.

T hey’ve settled on an
increase of $105 million, a

6.4% overall hike, effective
March 27. The companies
said the settlement will
increase the average
monthly residential bill by
7.9% — $9.94.

The settlement doesn’t
state how much that would
affect the monthly residen-
tial bill, only noting these
bills will see a 7.9%
increase. But the PSC has
already OK’d two other rate
increases for the compa-
nies — for their Vegetation
Management Program and
for their Expended Net
Energy Costs — and those
will have to be factored
to gether.

The companies’ re q u e s t
to cut in half the credit for
net-metering for home
solar customers was not
included in the settlement
and the parties have asked
the PSC to decide on that.
This issue was the subject
of a two-hour public hear-
ing Monday night — with
all speakers opposing the
change – and will be further
explored in a Thursday evi-
dentiary hearing involving
the parties in the
settlement.

In the settlement, the
companies have agreed to
withdraw their request for
an Infrastructure Invest-
ment Program and to estab-
lish instead a three-year IIP
pilot program funded with
$5 million to $10 million per
year. They will book those
costs in their next base rate

case, and track the costs
and benefits associated
with the IIP to possibly pro-
pose a full program at a
later date.

The companies said in a
press release the IIP will
enhance reliability in rural
areas by funding specific,
targeted projects such as
the construction of lines
that provide alternative
sources of power from dif-
ferent circuits.

The companies also
agreed to implement an
Energy Assistance Out-
reach Team pilot program
for three years or until
their next base rate case,
whichever comes later. The
annual pilot budget will be
$391,609. The companies
said this will enhance their
ongoing efforts to increase
awareness, education and
participation in energy
assistance programs avail-
able to eligible, low-income
customers, as well as finan-
cial assistance for health
and safety improvements.

Jim Myers, president of
FirstEnerg y’s West Vir-
ginia Operations, com-
mented, “We ’re pleased to
have reached an agreement
that supports our impor-
tant investments that
strengthen the energy grid,
funds reliability programs
targeting rural communi-
ties and offers additional
assistance to our customers
facing financial hardship.
We consistently explore
avenues for settling cases to
streamline processes and
minimize expenses for the

state and stakeholders.”
Mon Power serves about

395,000 customers in
34 West Virginia counties.
Potomac Edison serves
about 285,000 customers in
seven counties in Maryland
and 155,000 customers in
the Eastern Panhandle of
West Virginia.

Net metering
Net-metering customers

generate all or a portion of
their own power, typically
through solar, and receive
credits on their bill for any
power they generate in
excess of what they use.

Currently, the compa-
nies provide a full 1-to-1
credit, meaning energy
given to the utility is worth
the same as energy bought
from the utility. The cur-
rent residential base rate is
about 11.4 cents per kilo-
watt hour (kWh) and could
go up to about 13 cents as
the companies’ several rate
cases reach their respective
c o n cl u s i o n s.

The companies propose
to change that to base cred-
its on the wholesale rate for
electricity, which the fil-
ings calculate at 6.6 cents
per kWh — roughly half of
the 13 cents per kWh. This
would take effect for new
net-metering customers
joining after March 27,
2024.

PSC staff have agreed
that the credit needs to be
reduced but proposed a
middle ground: 8.8 cents
per kWh.

Net metering credit still in question
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political or scientific
va l u e.

“You may not like it but
it does not mean we should
be censoring it,” said Eli
Baumwell, interim execu-
tive director of ACLU West
Vi r g i n i a .

The public hearing was
helpful because speakers
on each side of the issue
cited books that they
believed could be affected
by the possible law. Most of
the books cited by support-
ers of the potential felony
liability included passages
with explicit sexual
d e s c r i p t i o n s.

Several states, including
Arkansas, have passed sim-
ilar laws opening libraries
to obscenity laws in recent
years. Often, library mate-
rials under scrutiny are not
straight-out pornography
but instead works like
“This Book is Gay” and
“Beyond Magenta: Trans-

gender Teens Speak Out.”
The most challenged in

2021 and 2022, according to
the American Library
Association, was “Gender
Q u e e r, ” an illustrated mem-
oir that recounts the
author’s exploration of gen-
der identity and sexuality.

Speaker Cara Butler
went to the podium in the
House Chamber and read a
passage about oral sex. “We
need to return to a God-
fearing country,” she said.
“Do you think God is happy
with this?”

Another speaker in
favor of the bill, Jessica
Rowley of Wood County,
held a book up, called it
“filth” and read from it. She
said it had been on display
and showed an illustration
depicting oral sex. She held
up another book with illus-
trations of male masturba-
tion, showing it to those
gathered in the House
C h a m b e r.

“Is this what we want
our children to read? We

can do better West
Vi r g i n i a , ” Rowley said.

Speaker Barbara
Steinke spoke against the
policy proposal, citing
“Heather Has Two Mom-
m i e s. ” She said that book
could be helpful to a young
person whose family
reflects that situation.

“If it’s not a traditional
family, does that make it
obscene?” she asked.

Mickey Blackwell, exec-
utive director of the West
Virginia Principals Associ-
ation, came with copies of
“Huckleberry Finn,” writ-
ten in the 1800s and now
considered a literary clas-
sic, and the more modern
“H ow l . ”

Blackwell said parents
are responsible for saying
no to books they consider
unacceptable. “It is always
the parent’s responsibility.
Throw them in jail and see
h ow …” and he was cut off
as his time to speak ran
out.

Suncrest Elementary
School Principal Rosetta
Le is a graduate of the
University of North
Carolina at Charlotte.

She was an academic
coach at North Elemen-
tary before moving on
Suncrest Elementary,
where she was hired as
an assistant principal in
2022 and named to her
present post last year.

Due to a reporter's
error, incorrect infor-
mation appeared in a
Jan. 20 story.
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energy infrastructure.”
Lead sponsor Senate

President Craig Blair pre-
viously said the state Leg-
islature reviews and
approves agency rules cre-
ated to carry out state code.
This provides checks and
balances, noting it’s not
that way at the federal level,
where Congress has abdi-
cated its authority to the
a g encies.

SCR 16 is an all-of-the
above energy resolution, he
said, aimed at the federal
permitting delays that dis-
courage investment in

energy projects, to the
detriment of national
s e c u r i t y.

On the House floor, Eco-
nomic Development chair
Gary Howell, R-Mineral,
explained the resolution
and said, “We should not be
hampered by our own gov-
ernment through outdated,
cumbersome regulations
that give foreign and enemy
countries an advantage
over our own citizens.”

Delegate Daniel Linville,
R-Cabell said federal reg-
ulations are important but
a re n’t accomplishing their
intended ends. He cited
work on the Milton flood
wall, where the Army

Corps of Engineers was
charging $10 million to sift
through dirt, under the His-
toric Preservation Act, that
was going back onto the
wall; and the $100 million
loss to the state because
someone found two bum-
blebees along Corridor H.

“T here’s a reason we
c a n’t build anything in this
country anymore,” he
said.

The vote was 93-4, with
four Democrats voting
against, including Hamil-
ton and Hansen.

SCR 17 “Reaffir ming
support of WV Legislature
for State of Israel and Jew-
ish people.”

Linville explained the
resolution and said, “T his
i s n’t about the Right or the
Left, this is about the right
or the wrong.

Delegate Mike Pushkin,
D-Kanawha, as “50% of the
House Jewish caucus,”
expressed his appreciation
for the spirit of resolution,
but urged his colleagues to
consider it and its oppo-
sition when they vote on
future bills that recognize
the establishment of one
religion over another.

The vote was unani-
mous. Copies will be sent to
the U.S. president, the U.S.
House speaker, the U.S. Sen-
ate majority leader, West

Vi r g i n i a ’s congressional
delegation, the U.S ambas-
sador to Israel and Israel’s
prime minister.

House bills
HB 4620 removes the

expiration date for a food
handler card and allows
volunteers without a card
to work under a person
with a card up to 12 times a
year. It passed 97-0 and goes
to the Senate.

HB 4666 enhances crim-
inal penalties for human
trafficking involving adults
and minors and eliminates
the possibility of parole for
crimes involving minors.
Lead sponsor Brandon

Steele, R-Raleigh, said cur-
rent code is too weak, forc-
ing prosecutors to send
cases to the feds. This bill
will make state law
stronger than federal law. It
passed 97-0 and goes to the
S e n at e.

HB 4766 aims to increase
the number of out-of-state
medical students receiving
in-state tuition rates who
agree to practice for a spe-
cific time within West Vir-
ginia from two to four pro-
gram participants per med-
ical school – increasing the
total number to 12. It also
passed 97-0 and goes to the
S e n at e.

MOONSHINE
FROM PAGE A-1

He had been in custody
at the FCI Hazelton facil-
ity since June 5, 2023.

No other employees
or inmates were injured
in the incident, and the
public was never in
dang er.

The Federal Bureau
of Investigation was
notified of the death and
is investigating.

Officials for the
Bruceton Mills facility
are unable to disclose
any additional informa-
tion at this time, citing
their office does not
share specifics regarding
the cause of death for any
incarcerated individual
for safety, security, and
privacy reasons.

State, from pre-school to
colle ge.

Lewis, who pastors
through his Greater Love
Family Outreach Min-
istries, preached to the
South students about hav-
ing faith in themselves,
first.

You know, he said: So,
you can listen to the good
messages out there while
filtering out the bad.

“Who speaks in your
life?” he asked.

“Let me see who you’re
hanging with. Show me
your friends and I’ll show
you your future.”

Jumping in late
Back home in Rich-

mond, Va., in the early
1970s, he was a bit of an
anomaly, he admitted.

At least as far as the
conventional sports wis-
dom of the day went.

T hat’s because the self-
described “tall, skinny
Black kid” — by the time he
was the age of the audience
he was talking to at South,
he was already scraping the
archways at 6-7 — d i d n’t
much care for the sport that
would make his name in the
Mountain State.

Not at first, he said.
Coaches and other youth

leaders, though, started
watching him for his

potential, he said.
Some worked him on the

fundamentals of the game.
One made him jump

rope for four weeks before
he even picked up a bas-
ketball. In an inspired bit of
vertical resourcefulness,
said “ro p e ” was actually a
10-foot electrical extension
cord to accommodate his
height.

“You could get a schol-
a r s h i p, ” they said. “Yo u
could go to the NBA.”

At first, he told his audi-
ence he was thinking more
about the former than the
l at t e r.

His mother was a beau-
tician and his dad drove a
truck. He wasn’t “p o o r, ” he
remembered, but there
we re n’t a lot of extra dollars
to go around, either.

A scholarship would
take the burden off his par-
ents, he reasoned, so he
worked hard.

Coaches noticed him at a
basketball camp in
Pe n n s y l va n i a .

He didn’t go out for the
varsity at Huguenot High
School until his junior year
— and by his senior year, he
was one of the country’s top
college prospects in the
c o u n t r y.

Duke came calling.
So did N.C. State, Notre

Dame, Louisville and
scores of others.

WVU won out.

Let’s go, Mountaineers
He liked the laid-back

vibe of the little, land-grant
burg nestled in the
Appalachians and Morgan-
town was still close enough
to Richmond and his
f amily.

“Hey, I’m a Mama’s Boy,”
he said. “I didn’t want to get
too far away.”

He settled in at his dorm
room in the Towers residen-
tial complex, where physical
plant employees during his
first week on campus welded
two bed frames together so
he could rest comfortably.

He would need it,
because he worked hard on
the court, in the weight
room and, most impor-
tantly, in the classroom,

he said.
“I had the same dorm

room all four years,” said
Lewis, who graduated in 1979
with degrees in physical edu-
cation and safety manage-
ment degrees.

“And I had my books
with me on all the road
g ames.”

His time as a Moun-
taineer basketballer, first
with head coach Joedy Gard-
ner, then Gale Catlett, was
distinguished with solid,
consistent play from the
6-11 center.

There were plenty of
moments for the highlight
reel, also, including that
fierce dunk against Notre
Dame on a snowy February
afternoon in Morgantown

in 1977 that still makes him
s m i l e.

T hat’s when the Moun-
taineers took to the heavily
favored, and nationally
ranked Irish, 81-68.

“No one expected us to
win,” he said.

Game changer
Which, he said, are the

voices not worth listening
to — “D o n’t let anyone tell
you that you aren’t good
enough. Don’t let anyone
define you.”

The tallest order of all,
he said, is keeping an open
heart and an open mind on
the journey.

He started as a kid who
w a s n’t thinking about bas-
ketball. Then, he got pretty
good at it.

While the NBA was elu-
sive, he still had fun with
the game — and he got to
live and travel in Europe as
part of the deal.

Later, he heard the call to
a rewarding life in faith and
m i n i s t r y.

“The voice that you lis-
ten to that’s the strongest is
the voice in your head,”
Lewis told his audience for
the day.

“Make sure it’s a good
voice. Things might not work
out like you initially wanted,
but it can also end up being
more rewarding than you
ever dreamed.”

SURE
FROM PAGE A-1

...KENNETH
H A R R I N GTO N
WAS FOUND
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S U N DAY

AFTERNOON ...

DEATH
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Ron Rittenhouse /The Dominion Post

Junius Lewis talks to student Roman Mayfield at South
Middle School on Wednesday.
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THIS IS A POTENTIALLY PERILOUS TIME
FOR OUR ECONOMY AND THE SECURITY
OF THE WEST. Trade policy with
China sits at the center. China is
no longer just a trading partner
with whom we have differences.
It’s become a global adversary
using trade to dominate militar-
ily as well as economically.

China’s strategy is to flood the
world with its cheap products.
We ’re not talking about T-shirts.
We ’re talking about electric vehi-
cles, of which China commands
almost 60% of the world market.

How are Americans and others
to compete with manufacturers
whose first objective is not to
make money, but to put everyone
else out of business?

“The weakness of Western
companies is they have to be prof-
i t abl e, ” an executive at the
TechInsights research firm told
The New York Times.

When the supply of solar pan-
els exceeds demand, U.S. factories
lay off workers and lower their

capacity, a spokesman for the
Solar Energy Manufacturers for
America Coalition explained.
“T hat’s not the way it works in
China. They’ve just continued to
build and build and build.”

China now makes about 80% of
the world’s solar panels.

China’s state-directed manu-
facturers do this with enormous
state subsidies. They include
direct investment and tax credits.
Access to cheaper energy confers
another advantage.

The Biden administration has
put more than $2 trillion into U.S.
manufacturing to build domestic

capacity and protect jobs. It also
wants American factories to lead
the charge against climate
change, hence concern over the
deluge of Chinese solar panels.

In addition to pushing com-
petition out of the way, China is
using trade to obtain the sensitive
American technology that can go
into weapons systems. Computer
chips are in the crosshairs.

Former President Donald
Trump started some of the push-
back on China, but Joe Biden’s
policy is more muscular. He is
rewriting the trade rules in ways
his predecessor never ventured.

Going beyond tariffs and sanc-
tions, a Biden executive order
would do much to close the money
spigots that help finance Chinese
development of advanced
weapons. China is pushing ahead
on making computer chips that go
into high-tech products with
strategic importance. These are
semiconductors that the rest of

the world wants to make as well.
The order would ban Amer-

icans in private equity, venture
capital, joint ventures and other
forms of finance from putting
money in any Chinese entity
involved in semiconductors,
quantum computing or artificial
intellig ence.

The Biden administration’s
objective, Bloomberg News says,
is “to asphyxiate entire industries
key to China’s capability on the
battlefield and in cyberspace.”

Brewing in the background is
the growing fear that China is
cozying up to America’s adver-
saries. For a while, China seemed
to be playing the useful role of
peacemaker between Ukraine
and Russia. But as time goes on,
it’s shown to be clearly in Russia’s
cor ner.

In April, the Chinese ambas-
sador to France said in an inter-
view that “ex-Soviet Union coun-
tries” are not sovereign states

under international law. That
would include Ukraine.

This did not sit well with the
French, who fear further
advances by Vladimir Putin’s
Russia could pull NATO into a
war. And it sat even less well
with Latvia, Lithuania and Esto-
nia, the Baltic states perpetually
feeling threatened by a Russian
i nva s i o n .

A bipartisan group of House
members wants the Biden admin-
istration to establish a new “com-
ponent” tariff that would tax an
imported Chinese chip located
inside another finished product.
Sounds like a solid idea.

China is clearly playing not
only by different rules, but a dif-
ferent game altogether. One way
to protect jobs and national secu-
rity would be to withdraw from
the game. Biden the diplomat
denies that America is trying to
“decouple” from China. Could
fool us, and for many, not entirely
d i s p l e a s e.

FOLLOW FROMA HARROP on Twitter
@FromaHarrop. She can be reached at
fharrop@gmail.com.

The West Virginia Senate is advancing a bill that would force schools to
show students an anti-abortion propaganda film produced by an extreme “p ro -
life” group that became infamous for secretly videotaping Planned Par-
enthood consultations and crusading to end federal funding for the provider.

SB 468 would require schools to show the video “Meet Baby Olivia,” p ro d u c e d
by the anti-abortion group Live Action, to all eighth graders and tenth graders
as part of a lesson on “human development.” (An earlier version required the
roughly three-minute video be shown to third, fifth and eighth graders).

It isn’t necessarily wrong to teach kids how humans develop in the womb —
especially as part of a comprehensive sex-ed course that teaches more than just
abstinence. However, “Meet Baby Olivia” is pure anti-abortion propaganda.

The video is narrated by a British-sounding woman who tells viewers life
begins at fertilization and all physical characteristics, including gender (yes, it
uses “g ender” instead of “sex”), are determined at this moment. The video then
launches into a flawed timeline of fetal development inside the womb.

When the medical community calculates fetal development, it does so starting
at the first day of a woman’s menstrual cycle. According to information from the
Cleveland Clinic and Mount Sinai Hospital: A woman’s period makes up the first
week. The second week is when the ovaries release an egg, and this is when she
is most likely to conceive. Week 3 is when a fertilized egg begins to develop into
a zygote, then into a blastocyst. Week 4 is when that blastocyst implants itself into
the uterine wall. Week 5 is the “embryonic period” when the most basic
structures start to develop, including the “hear t” tube. Week 6 is when
ultrasound may detect a “hear tbeat.”

“Meet Baby Olivia” starts counting development “one week after fer-
t i l i z at i o n ” when the blastocyst implants in the uterine wall. While the video
occasionally throws in a “[blank] weeks after fertilization,” it labels the
images with “[blank] weeks” —  obviously meant to imitate the way the
medical community tracks development.

Due to this tricky language, every developmental stage is presented as
happening much earlier in pregnancy than it does by medical standards. It
presents the “hear tbeat” as being detectible at 3 weeks, but that’s not until 5 or
6 weeks. Even Live Action’s founder Lila Rose tweeted she heard her baby’s
heartbeat for the first time at 7 weeks.

Perhaps one of the most egregious lies it tells is that this quarter-inch, tadpole-
shaped embryo starts moving at 6 weeks. Movement does not start until at least
11 weeks — or 9 weeks, if we match the video’s timeline. The video also says
hiccupping starts at 6 weeks — something that doesn’t happen until 19 weeks,
according to the Cleveland Clinic.

The video also tries to portray what is now a fetus as kicking and bouncing
around the womb at 11 weeks. Such intense movement doesn’t start until “the
q u i cke n i n g ” between 17 and 20 weeks (which the video falsely reports as 14-17
weeks). Mothers generally can’t feel these movements until 19-21 weeks.

The video then shows the incredibly inaccurate image of a nearly fully formed
baby, complete with a full head of hair, at 20 weeks and says it can live outside the
womb. That is not what a fetus looks like at 20 weeks (or even 23 weeks). At that
point, it still has another four months before it’s considered ready for birth.

T hat’s another of the video’s tricks: It not only shows images more advanced
than the stage of development, it also shows everything at roughly the same
size, so the blastocyst at the start is only slightly smaller than the fetus at the
end, drawing a false visual equivalence between the two.

We can reasonably disagree about if or when abortion is appropriate. But we
must start with shared facts, and this video is filled with falsehoods.

The purpose of this video is not to educate — it is to indoctrinate. This anti-
abortion group wants to train people to imagine a newborn at 20 weeks so it
can justify banning abortion long before viability outside the womb. It wants
to convince people there’s a heartbeat at 3 weeks, so it when it pushes for
“hear tbeat” bills, abortion will effectively be banned at conception.

If you think it’s wrong to force political propaganda into our schools, contact
Senate President Craig Blair at craig.blair@wvsenate.gov or call 304-357-7801.
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How to fight misinformation
and build a stronger democracy
IT WAS EASIER TO FIGURE OUT
WHAT NEWS SOURCES TO
TRUST WHEN I WAS GROWING
UP IN CHICAGO. YOU COULD
READ THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE
OR THE SUN-TIMES. (I rode
along on my brother’s
newspaper routes.) You
could watch the local news
on WGN-Ch. 9 or tune into
one of the network news
channels. Newspapers pub-
lished their opinions on
the editorial pages or in
clearly labeled commen-
taries, and all worked to
get their facts right.

But now? Think about
how we consume news in
our digital age: largely
through our individual
screens, from fragmented
sources across social
media. Think about the
young people in your life.
Where do they get their
news? How do they know
where to turn for informa-
tion they can trust?

We are facing a news lit-
eracy crisis. We are awash
in content, from promoted
posts, to user-generated
videos and punditry meant
to persuade rather than
inform. Misinformation
and disinformation lurk
everywhere, helped along
by bots, trolls and artificial
intelligence and promoted
by foreign agents. And too
often, such content gets a
boost from Americans who
should know better.

As all this questionable
content proliferates, local
newspapers close at a rate
of more than two per week.

In this information
world, it has become
exceedingly difficult
to find credible news
— the vetted facts
that we all need to
make informed deci-
sions about our lives
and communities
that are the founda-
tion of our democracy.
Without the ability to
find reliable information

and verifiable facts, public
trust in our institutions
continues to fall.

Rather than throw up
our hands and give in to
cynicism, we can do some-
thing to separate fact from
fiction.

This week is National
News Literacy Week, an
annual event aimed at pro-
viding people with the tools
and skills they need to find
credible news and informa-
tion. Cosponsored by the
nonprofit News Literacy
Project, the week is a
reminder of the importance
of news literacy for every-
one, especially the next gen-
eration. The idea is to spark
a national movement for
news literacy, much like
previous campaigns against
drunken driving or litter-
ing. We can — and we must
— build a more news-liter-
ate America.

Being news literate
means knowing how to
think about the news and
information we encounter,
so we know what to trust,
share and act on. We all
need to get smarter about
how we consume news and
information, no matter our
age. We can start with
three easy steps.

1. Be intentional about
the information you con-
sume. This means actively
seeking out news sources,
rather than passively hop-
ing that standards-based
news stories will find their
way into your feeds. It also

means turning to a variety
of sources — even those
that might challenge our
beliefs — rather than
falling into echo chambers.

2. Take the time to ana-
lyze the information in
your feeds. Simply pausing
to consider whether a
claim is true before hitting
“s h a re ” on a post can stop
misinformation before it
has a chance to spread.
Simply being skeptical of
claims that don’t link back
to an original source — a
common misinformation
tactic — can help prevent
you from falling for false
infor mation.

3. Act as a trusted inter-
mediary in your networks.
Sharing information often
provides people with a
sense of belonging and val-
idation of their beliefs. In
an era of declining trust in
traditional news media,
leverage your personal
relationships to spread
reliable information. This
will require using PEP —
patience, empathy and per-
sistence — in conversa-
tions with your family and
f r i e n d s.

We will never stop the
supply of bad information.
There will always be new
sources that create and
spread it and algorithms
that promote it. Instead,
we must fix the demand
side and ensure that every-
one has the skills they
need to separate fact from

fiction and seek out
quality news and
infor mation.

To give verifiable
facts a fighting
chance, we all need
the knowledge to

make well-informed
ch o i c e s.

DAVID HILLER, a former
publisher of the Chicago

Tribune, is a member of the
News Literacy Project’s National
Journalism Advisory Council.
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Restaurant: The F.A.R.M (The Food.
Arts. Recreation. Market.)

Location: 1179 Main Street,
Granville, WV

Dishes: Breakfast burrito and the Wake
Up Dog, chicken pot pie and mashed
potatoes, and loaded potato soup.

I WALKED INTO THE F.A.R.M. on a
snowy Saturday morning and left
with breakfast in my belly and lunch
and dinner to take home.

Inside this large, colorful building
are retail areas that are sectioned off
and themed with art and wares from
various makers. House plants filled
the area directly to my right. Orna-
ments and hand-painted items and
copies of WV Living filled the walk
down the aisles. There were T-shirts
touting pepperoni rolls, handcrafted
cutting boards, jams, salsas, books,

stickers and art lining the tables
and shelves.

In the back, a cooler filled with
grab-and-go items marked the begin-
ning of the dining area and a bright
yellow table with a fringed umbrella
opened into an area of tables and
chairs. It is eclectic, to say the least.

But eclectic is the point. The
F.A.R.M. — or Food. Arts. Recre-
ation. Market. — is a collection of
locally made items and antiques that
are all about West Virginia and its
makers. The same goes for its
m e nu s.

The hot dog menu is out of this
world, with 13 new takes on your
regular frank that range in price
from $7 to $10. It’s well worth it too!
Elk, venison, turkey, “b e yo n d , ” d u ck
— even bison sausage — are meats on
The F.A.R.M.’s hot dog menu.
Through an Instagram message,
they told me, “The most popular one
is the DeCarlo’s Dog Father (named
after the original owners of the build-
ing) — sweet Italian sausage, grilled
peppers and onions, kalamata olives,
tomato, fresh basil, and mozzarella
ch e e s e. ” I decided to get a hot dog for
breakf ast.

Breakfast at The F.A.R.M. is
served from 9 a..-2 p.m. on Saturdays
only. The Wake Up Dog is a Nathan’s
hot dog wrapped in egg and cheese

and topped with home fries, all in a
soft, split-top hot dog roll. Eggs on a
hot dog, you say? It was worth the
bite — almost like a hot dog omelet
you can eat with your hands. I just
forgot to add ketchup! For $5, the
Wake Up Dog is the perfect cure for
college students on a budget nursing

BY BEN CONLEY
BConley@DominionPost.com

The Monongalia County Com-
mission on Wednesday approved
$56,000 to assist with a water line
extension project near Cheat
L a ke.

Specifically, the funds will pro-
vide $2,000 to help cover tap fees
for each of the 28 homes to be
served by the project.

The properties are located off
Rugh Lane, Lubbuck Lane and
Longhorn Lane in the Morgans

Run area.
“This is a long-time ask; not

necessarily to us, but I’ve been
hearing about the Morgans Run
project from several homeowners
since before I was on commission.
I’m glad to see they’re moving
forward with it,” Commissioner
Jeff Arnett said, adding, “This is
a longstanding commitment that
we have. When there’s new ser-
vice being provided to areas, we
contribute to each new
household.”

In November, the Morgantown

Utility Board authorized an appli-
cation for a $2 million West Vir-
ginia Infrastructure and Jobs
Development Council Critical
Needs grant as well as a loan of
approximately $2 million to con-
struct a water line extension esti-
mated in the $3.25 million range.

MUB Director of Communica-
tions Chris Dale said the utility is
still in the process of submitting
that application.

He said there is not yet an
estimated timeline for when the
work could begin.

If the grant is awarded and the
project ultimately moves for-
ward, the borrowed portion will
be paid back through surcharges
on customer water bills in the
new service area.

In other commission news,
Mountain Line General Manager
Maria Smith attended Wednes-
d ay ’s meeting to deliver ballot
language for the renewal of the
transit levy in the May primary.

If supported by 60% of voters,
rates for the levy would remain
unchanged from the original

passage in 2016 and 2020 renewal
— 2.2 cents per $100 assessed
value on Class II (residential)
property and 4.4 cents per $100 on
Class III and IV (commercial).

It’s anticipated the levy would
provide Mountain Line
$2,223,973 annually for four years,
beginning July 1, 2025
($8,895,892 total).

Smith said a county resident
with property assessed at
$160,000 would pay about $2.93 per
month or $35 per year.

Commission chips in on Morgans Run water extension work
MON COUNTY

The Morgantown Dish:
The F.A.R.M

Kingwood Council
approves business
licenses for two eateries

First Fridays and
new exhibitions —
the arts in full force

PRESTON COUNTY

BY JENIFFER GRAHAM
DPNews@DominionPost.com

KINGWOOD — Mem-
bers of Kingwood City
Council approved two new
business licenses. The first
was for Jennifer Bracken,
owner of Rt. 26 Dinner, LLC,
located across from the
courthouse on Price Street.
The second was for Pep-
peronnies, a pizza shop
owned by Ronald Shaver.

A third business license
for a salon that was to be
located in a residential
area was denied. Mayor
Jean Guillot said a busi-
ness in a residential area
brings in extra vehicles
and foot traffic.

“If we allow one busi-
ness to be in a residential
area then we have to
approve others,” he said.
“It gives the business an
unfair advantage over busi-
nesses located in business
areas because the owner
would be paying residen-
tial utilities,” he said.

Councilman Bill Robert-
son said the city’s old ordi-
nance allowed for a vari-
ance, but the variance
option was written out of
the current ordinances.

Council members also
discussed Westpoint Park.
Guillot said it is filled with
litter and debris and asked

council members if they
thought it could be broken
into parcels and sold to the
re s i d e n t s.

Councilman Mike
Livengood said he doesn’t
believe council has the
authority to sell parcels of
the property. He said the
land would have to be sold
by bid.

“Council doesn’t want to
spend the money to fence it
in. I’d like to be rid of it,”
Guillot said.

Livengood suggested the
property could be parceled
off and sold by bid.

Guillot said he will have
the city attorney look into
it. No further action was
t a ke n .

In other business,
council:
n Approved the first

reading of the cemetery
o rd i n a n c e.
n Received a Trenton

Trust Grant for $10,094.94.
The money will be used to
repair the tennis court.
n Approved park and

re c re at i o n’s request to
increase rental prices by
10% across the board.
n Council went into

executive session to
discuss personnel.

The next meeting of the
Kingwood City Council will
be 6:30 p. m. Feb. 6.

STARTING THE NEW YEAR OFF
STRONG, various Greater
Morgantown organiza-
tions and creative loca-
tions are installing and
announcing their gallery
schedules. Take a stroll
through downtown Mor-
gantown, or venture
through local businesses
to see what talents our
local artisans have.

WVU Erickson
Alumni Center

The WVU Erickson
Alumni Center now boasts
a captivating exhibition of
artworks by Alexandria
Gaujot and her students,
which were installed in
mid-January. Gaujot, a
visual artist of Ukrainian-
American descent, is
based in West Virginia.
She spent much of her for-
mative years in Donetsk,
Ukraine, during the 1980s
when the country was still
part of the Soviet Union.
In 2020, Gaujot battled can-
cer, which re-ignited her
passion for creating new
art and teaching others.
Drawing inspiration from
traditional Russian tech-
niques learned at the

Donetsk Arts College, Gau-
jot now shares her creative
talents by providing art
lessons, actively partici-
pating in the regional cre-
ative arts scene, producing
stunning works of art and
using her art to foster a
sense of community and
inspire others.

Gaujot’s work can be
viewed from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday through Friday at
the WVU Erickson Alumni
Center. The center does
allow rental of the gallery
space, so please be mindful
if the space is reserved.

Black Bear Burritos
Evansdale

Experience the works of
local artist, Eddie
Spaghetti, while enjoying a
delicious lunch from Black
Bear Burritos in Evans-
dale. Eddie Spaghetti is a
committed community
member, continuously
sharing his love for nature
and the arts. This year, he
opened a workshop and
community art location,
the Ferry House, where he

ARTS COLUMN

CHRISTINA IVERSON

Submitted photos

A breakfast burrito from The F.A.R.M. in Granville.

The Wake Up Dog brings all the best
parts of breakfast to the hot dog.

SEE DISH, A-6 SEE ARTS, A-6
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a hangover, an older child
who likes a wacky break-
fast item, or your average
foodie who wants some-
thing a little different from
your average diner
breakf ast.

I also tried a breakfast
burrito, which was a hearty
serving of tasty chorizo,
sweet potato, cheddar
cheese, sauteed onions and
peppers and scrambled
eggs, all wrapped up in a
tortilla. It was definitely
flavorful and the chorizo
was the highlight in the
w r ap.

I couldn’t leave without
a peek into the cooler. The
daily specials menu offers
hearty, homestyle meals
like meatloaf and scal-
loped potatoes or lasagna
bolognese for just $12. The
$5 daily soups include beef

vegetable and chili. I
chose a heavy pan of
chicken pot pie and
mashed potatoes, and a
cup of potato soup. Hearty
carbs for a cold day!

Later, I warmed up my
to-go meal, which was
enough to share with
someone. The gravy was
homemade and almost a
touch sweet. It was a tasty
side to the pot pie. I feared
it would be dry as a to-go
item but it was not. The
pastry top was still flaky
and so, so buttery. Lots of
shredded chicken-to-
creamy filling ratio
helped hold the pie
together in the take home
container and later heated
in the oven.

My favorite, though,
was the potato soup. It was
so delicious, and the herbs
made it a unique potato
soup in my humble opin-
ion, and the best I’ve ever
had. I originally pulled out

crackers and cheese to top
the soup, but those were
not needed. The soup was
thick and creamy and
bursting with flavors that
d i d n’t need drowned out
by cheddar and oyster
crackers. This is down
home cooking, right from
g randma’s house.

The Morgantown Dish
will definitely be visiting
The F.A.R.M. again. I’ve
got 13 specialty dogs to try!
Aside from breakfast Sat-
urdays, the restaurant is
open Monday through Fri-
day from 11am to 2pm, but
good luck staying awake
the rest of the workday to
whoever comes here here
for lunch!

CHRISTINA IVERSEN is the
mouth behind The Morgantown
Dish. The Morgantown Dish
tastes, reviews and supports
locally-owned restaurants in North
Central West Virginia. Get the
Dish on the best local eats in
Morgantown at
themorgantowndish.com or on
Instagram @TheMorgantownDish.

DISH
FROM PAGE A-5

plans to host a variety of
creative workshops!

Black Bear Burritos is
open from 11 a.m. to
10 p.m. Monday through
S at u rd ay.

First Fridays for the Arts
Starting Feb. 2 from 6 to

9 p.m., a collection of Mor-
gantown art organizations
will come together to orga-
nize First Fridays for the
Arts. Every First Friday,
art galleries in downtown
Morgantown will host
exhibition features to

encourage the public to
explore Morgantown’s cre-
atives. Participating loca-
tions for Feb. 2 include
Andrew White Guitars,
the Monongalia Art Cen-
ter, the Morgantown Art
Party and the Pleasant
Street Co-Op. Get your art
groove on, and explore all
that Morgantown has to
offer. More information
will be posted on
www.ar tsgm.org.

Get connected to the
creative community
The Arts Council of

Greater Morgantown
(ACGM) is your local

resource for arts informa-
tion and opportunities.
Here at the ACGM, we aim
to advance the arts and
enhance the community
by encouraging invest-
ment in imagination,
infrastructure, and inven-
tion. Please check out our
website artsgm.org or fol-
low us on Facebook and
Instagram @theArtsCoun-
cilofGreaterMorg antown.

WANT TO STAY CONNECTED?
Email Jordan@artsgm.org to be
added to the ACGM Creative
Network mailing list! Also,
donations to advance the Arts
Council can be made through the
donation tab located at
artsgm.org.

ARTS
FROM PAGE A-5
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Kids ride down Chestnut Ridge Park's Tubing Hill on opening day.

FUN IN THE SNOW

MON COUNTY

Sheriff ’s department investigating
fatal Tuesday night wreck on I-79
DPNews@DominionPost.com

Monongalia County
Sheriff ’s Office is inves-
tigating a fatal wreck that
occurred Tuesday night on
Interstate 79.

According to a release
from the department,
deputies were dispatched
to a single motor vehicle
accident with one fatality
near the 144-mile marker

on I-79.
This is an ongoing

investigation. Anyone
with information is asked
to call the Monongalia
County Sheriff ’s Office at
304-21-7260.

The release states no
name will be released at
this time, pending notifi-
cation of family.

Deputies were assisted

by Westover Volunteer
Fire Department, Clinton
District Volunteer Fire
Department, Triune-Hal-
leck Volunteer Fire
Department, Mon EMS
and the West Virginia
State Police.

The department would
not release any additional
information at the time of
this report.

Senate Judiciary OKs bill
clarifying powers of state
schools superintendent
BY DAVID BEARD
DBeard@DominionPost.com

The Senate Judiciary
Committee on Wednesday
made a third go at passing
a bill to codify certain pow-
ers of the state schools
superintendent.

SB 189 says “county
boards of education,
county superintendents,
employees of the county
boards of education, and
the West Virginia Public
E m p l oye e s ’ G r i eva n c e
Board shall give substan-
tial deference to the state
superintendent’s interpre-
tation of that part of the
school law or rules of the
State Board of
E d u c at i o n . ”

Versions of this bill
passed the Senate in 2022
and 2023 and died in the
House both times.

The senators learned,
again, that the bill is an
attempt to put in state code
an issue already made law
by the state Supreme
Court in a case syllabus

point. The court said sub-
stantial deference must be
given to a superinten-
dent’s interpretation of a
law or state BOE rule.

Mary Catherine Tuk-
willler, who served as state
board council from 2014-21
said the bill would apply
when the superintendent
receives an inquiry from
county superintendent, a
union or a citizen on the
meaning of a rule or
s t at u t e.

Those interpretations,
she said, are stored in a
publicly accessible
database. They remain
valid until a new law
supersedes it or a new
interpretation is issued
upon request.

Sen. Mike Caputo, D-
Marion, repeated his con-
cern from prior years that
the deference required of
the Public Employees’
Grievance Board could tip
the scales in favor of the
state and against an
employee in a grievance
p ro c e e d i n g .

He attempted two
amendments, including
one that would prohibit an
interpretation issued dur-
ing a case from affecting
that case, but both failed in
voice votes.

Bill lead sponsor Sen.
Ryan Weld, R-Brooke,
explained that the intent
of the bill is to provide for
uniformity in interpreta-
tion of code and rules
across all 55 counties. It
arose from an issue with
school speech pathologists
and whether they were
due a raise intended for
special education instruc-
tors. The intent of the law
was not to include them,
but one county gave them
a raise.

“We ended up then with
a hodge-podge of rulings
across 55 different
c o u n t i e s. ”

With the amendments
voted down, the bill passed
in a divided voice vote and
goes to the full Senate.

L E G I S L AT U R E

Senators get a look at Hope
Scholarship enrollment and dollars
BY DAVID BEARD
DBeard@DominionPost.com

The Senate School
Choice Committee
received a review of the
Hope Scholarship pro-
gram on Wednesday, and a
little look at what’s ahead
for next school year.

Amy Willard, assistant
treasurer of Savings Pro-
grams, with the state trea-
s u re r ’s office, oversees
Hope and reviewed the
2022-2023 annual report on
the program. This was the
first such report, she said,
and while it’s not statu-
torily required the trea-
surer chose to produce
o n e.

For the 2022-2023 school
year, she said, 2,333 schol-
arships were awarded;
512 applicants were
deemed ineligible; and
1,290 declined awards —
many because court
action shut down the pro-
gram from July-October
2022 and families didn’t
want to disrupt their kids’
schooling. (By compari-
son, committee chair
Patricia Rucker, R-Jeffer-
son, said, there are
245,047 students in public
s ch o o l s. )

The full year Hope

award was $4,298.60. Total
funds transferred to stu-
dents was $9,188,026.43;
and $7,771,761.39 was
spent, leaving $1,416,265.04
unspent to carry over to
this school year.

The top three Hope
recipient counties were
Kanawha, with 337; Berke-
ley with 208; and Monon-
galia, with 132. Preston
has 43 recipients and Mar-
ion had 45. Three counties
had no recipients:
McDowell, Pendleton and
Doddridg e.

Out of the 2,333 recip-
ients, the vast majority –
1,717 – attended nonpublic
schools. Willard said some
families in border coun-
ties send their children to
out-of-state nonpublic
schools. In terms of dol-
lars, $5,767,261.46 stayed in
state; $117,698.88 went to
Maryland; $90,555 to Ohio;
$55,881.80 to Virginia;
$42,436.73 to Pennsylva-
nia; $5,280 to Kentucky.

For the current year,
she said. Hope received
7,076 applications. Of
those, 5,675 were awarded;
662 were ineligible; 631
declined; 22 are on hold.

For the coming year,
they received more than
1,000 applications came in

after the May 15 deadline.
“T hat’s not very efficient
for my staff.” So, the board
in December decided to
create a year-round appli-
cation timetable with
pro-rated scholarship
amounts funded
quar terly.

For the 2024-25 school
year, for which they’ve
already received
2,592 renewal applica-
tions, awards will be
granted on this timetable:
March 1-June 15: 100%
annual award amount;
June 16-Sept. 15: 75%
award amount;
Sept. 16-Nov. 30: 50%; Dec.
1-Feb. 28: 25%.

Any applications sub-
mitted after Feb. 28 will be
eligible for funding for the
2025-26 school year.

Sen. Mike Woelfel, D-
Cabell, asked Willard
some questions about the
money going out of state
and mentioned he has a
bill, SB 327, to prohibit
Hope money from going
out of state. He asked
Rucker if she could put it
on a future agenda, but she
said the bill was referred
to Finance so she can’t. So
Woelfel said he’ll talk to
the Finance chair about
it.

E D U CAT I O N

NEWS BRIEFS
Associated Press

YouTuber wanted on
multiple charges

DENVER — A motor-
cyclist who authorities
say posted a video of him-
self on YouTube speeding
from Colorado Springs to
the Denver metro area on
Interstate 25 in 20 min-
utes — a trip that typi-
cally takes about an hour
— is wanted on multiple
charges. The Colorado
State Patrol says 32-year-
old Rendon Dietzmann of
Texas recorded himself
Sept. 28 going more than
150 mph, squeezing
through small gaps in
traffic and traveling on
the shoulder. Dietzmann
is known as Gixxer Brah
on YouTube. He has
posted multiple similar
videos from different
parts of the country.
Investigators say numer-
ous drivers contacted
them about the incident.

In-N-Out to close
first location

OAKLAND, Calif. — In-
N-Out Burger will close its
first location in its 75-year
history due to a wave of
car break-ins and

robberies at its only
restaurant in Oakland, Cal-
ifornia. The company said
Wednesday that it has
taken repeated steps to
keep its customers and
employees safe but that
they continue to be regu-
larly victimized. The
affected fast-food restau-
rant is in a busy corridor
near Oakland Interna-
tional Airport and will
close on March 24. Denny
Warnick, In-N-Out’s chief
operating officer, says that
the company feels that the
frequency and severity of
crimes encountered by cus-
tomers and employees
“leave us no alternative” to
closing the location.
In-N-Out is based in Irvine,
Califor nia.

Saudi Arabia opens first
liquor store 70 years

JERUSALEM — A
liquor store has opened in
Saudi Arabia for the first
time in over 70 years.
T hat’s what a diplomat
who walked through the
store told The Associated
Press on Wednesday. The
move further socially lib-
eralizes the once-ultracon-
servative kingdom that is
home to the holiest sites in
Islam. While restricted to

non-Muslim diplomats, the
liquor store in Riyadh
comes as Saudi Arabia’s
assertive Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
aims to make the kingdom
a tourism and business
destination as part of
ambitious plans to slowly
wean its economy away
from crude oil.

Jon Stewart will return
to ‘The Daily Show’

NEW YORK — Come -
dian Jon Stewart is
rewinding the clock,
returning to “The Daily
S h ow ” as a weekly host
and executive producing
through the 2024 U.S. elec-
tions cycle. Comedy Cen-
tral on Wednesday said
Stewart will host the top-
ical TV show every Mon-
day starting Feb. 12. A
rotating lineup of show
regulars are on tap for the
rest of the week. Stewart
first hosted from 1999 to
2015. Over the years, “T he
Daily Show” has skewered
the left and right by mak-
ing the media a character
and playing it absolutely
straight, no matter how
ridiculous. The show has
not had a permanent host
since Trevor Noah left last
ye a r.

https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/24/senate-judiciary-oks-bill-clarifying-powers-of-state-schools-superintendent-for-third-year-in-a-row/
https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/24/senators-get-a-look-at-hope-scholarship-enrollment-and-dollars/
https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/24/chestnut-ridge-tubing-hill-opens-to-snowy-success/
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Alice Everson
Alice Rose “Sissy” E ve r -

son, passed away peacefully
at her home
on Jan. 22,
2024, at the
age of 78.
Born on
Aug. 4, 1945,
in Morgan-
town, Sissy
was a cher-
ished
d a u g h t e r,

sister, mother, grand-
mother, and great-grand-
mother whose presence
brought joy and comfort to
all who knew her.

Sissy dedicated her life
to caring for others, both
as a devoted homemaker
and as a beloved babysit-
ter to many children in
her community. Her nur-
turing spirit was evident
in every aspect of her life

and made an indelible
impact on all the lives she
touched. She created a
legacy of love, kindness,
and generosity that her
family and friends will
proudly carry on.

She is survived by her
loving daughters, Joyce
Hess (David Bolyard) of
Morgantown, and Carol
Johnson (Lonnie) of New
Bern, N.C.; her son, Charlie
Everson of Morgantown;
and her adored grandchil-
dren, Joseph (Kat) John-
son, Colby Everson, Sierra
(Austin) McClintick, Alex
Everson, Dylan Everson;
and one great-grandchild,
Amara Johnson. Sissy also
leaves behind her devoted
siblings, Wayne (Shirley)
Sanders, Paul Sanders, Leo
(June) Sanders, Luther
(Gloria) Sanders, and Keith

(Gaylene) Sanders, who
will miss her profoundly.
Her shining example of
familial love will continue
to guide them.

Sissy was preceded in
death by her parents,
Charles and Elizabeth
Wolfe Sanders; and sib-
lings, Gladys Steele, Ida
Mae Biondi, Elden Sanders,
Donald Sanders, William
‘Tink’ Sanders, and an
infant sibling.

In her moments of
leisure, Sissy found joy in
watching episodes of NCIS
and engaging her mind
with word search puzzles
and many spirited card
games with her friends and
family. Her friendly
demeanor, generous spirit,
and selfless nature were the
cornerstones of her exis-
tence and are the words

that best summarize her
m e m o r y.

Sissy’s departure leaves
a void that can never be
filled, but her influence and
the treasured memories
she created will resonate
forever in the hearts of
those who had the privilege
of knowing her.

Friends and family will
gather at the Fred Jenkins
Funeral Home from
2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. on Fri-
day, Jan. 26, and again from
10 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 27,
until time of services at
11 a.m. with Pastor Pamela
Todd officiating. She will
rest at the Dunn Cemetery,
Snake Hill Road,
Morg antown.

Condolences:
w w w. f re d j e n k i n s f u n e r

a l h o m e. c o m

Alice
Everson

Harding Mallow
Harding Amos Mallow,

age 103, a resident of Laurel
Mountain,
passed away
from this
life Monday,
Jan. 22,
2024, at J.W.
Ru by
Memorial
Hospital in
Morg an-
town. He

had been in failing health,
but death was unexpected.
Harding was born Aug. 17,
1920, in Montrose, a son of
the late George Amos Mal-
low and Barbara Jane
Smith Mallow.

On Oct. 4, 1952, he mar-
ried the former Texie
Bright who survives at
home. Also left to cherish

his memory are three chil-
dren, Leon Mallow and wife
Terry, Delores Moshuda
and husband Ralph
(deceased) and Diane Parks
and husband Steven; and
grandson, George Mallow
and wife Katie. Also pre-
ceding him in death were
six siblings, Guy Mallow,
Carl Mallow, Hobart Mal-
low, Jess Mallow Simmons,
Laura Mallow and Bertha
Mallow Lancaster; two
infant brothers, and son-in-
law, Ralph Moshuda.

Harding was a 1940 grad-
uate of Elkins High School
and was a Veteran of World
War II, serving in the U.S.
Coast Guard from August
1942 through October 1945.
He graduated with a Bach-
elor of Science Degree from

Davis & Elkins College and
a Master of Science Degree
from West Virginia Univer-
sity. He taught school in
Baltimore for one year and
was a science teacher and
assistant principal in the
Randolph County Schools
for 31 years. Harding
enjoyed gardening, wood-
working, hunting, fishing
and was truly at home with
nature. He loved spending
time with his family and
f r i e n d s.

Friends may call the
Tomblyn Funeral Home in
Elkins from 5-7 p.m. on
Thursday, Jan. 25. A funeral
service will be held at
11 a.m. Friday, Jan. 26, from
the funeral home chapel
with Rev. Brian L. Seders
officiating. Interment will

follow at Mountain State
Memorial Gardens where
full military honors will be
accorded by members of the
United States Coast Guard,
H.W. Daniels Post 29 Amer-
ican Legion and Tygart Val-
ley Post 3647 Veterans of
Foreign Wars.

Memorial contributions
may be made to the Amer-
ican Kidney Fund, 11921
Rockville Pike, Suite 300,
Rockville, MD 20852,
h t t p s : / / s e c u re. k i d n e y -
fund.org in memory of
Harding. The Tomblyn
Funeral Home of Elkins is
in charge of the arrange-
ments for Harding Amos
M a l l ow.

Condolences:
w w w. t o m bly n f u n e r a l

h o m e. c o m

Harding
Mallow

Eric Wentz
Eric Lee Wentz, 66, of

Morgantown, passed away
at home on Jan. 21, 2024. He
was born in Buckhannon
on Aug. 16, 1957, to the late
Leonard and Lola (Ware)
We n t z .

Eric graduated from
Shinnston High School and
Fairmont State University
with a degree in electronic
technology. He was also a
master electrician. Eric
was an employee of Mylan
Pharmaceuticals until its
closure in 2021. He accepted
a position with Viatris and
was working as an elec-
tronic technician. He loved
football and played for the
Pop Warner team and he
played for the Shinnston
Spartans in high school.
Eric continued his love of
football by becoming a foot-
ball and lacrosse official.
He liked to travel and had
visited many of the U.S.
States and Canada. He was
a member of the St. Johns
Lodge No 24 A.F. & A.M. On
his 50th birthday, he cel-
ebrated by climbing Mt.
Rainier in Washington
State but did not make it to
the summit, he had shorts
on and it was “too darn
cold!” Eric married his
soulmate, Tammy, in 1980
and they have been living a
happy life ever since. They
always kissed goodnight
followed by “I Love You.”

He is survived by his
wife of 44 years, Tammy
(Akers) Wentz; three

brothers, Dave (Diane)
Wentz, Mark (Barb) Wentz,
Tim (RaEtta) Wentz; one
sister, Susan (Dustin)
Miller; one sister-in-law,
Debbie Palmer; nieces and
nephews, Kristina Beringo,
Lori Taylor (Bobby), David
B. Wentz, Jamie Speight
(Ryan), Andrew Wentz
(Leiren), Joshua Miller,
Jacob Wentz (Kayla Grif-
fin), Luke Wentz, Geoff
Jones (Halie) and daugh-
ters, Allen Bebout (Jen-
nifer) and sons, Luke
Bebout and son, as well as
several great-nieces and
nephews and one great-
g reat-nephew.

In addition to his par-
ents, Eric is preceded in
death by his infant son, Ian
Nathanial Wentz; mother-
and father-in-law, Jack and
Joan Akers; brother-in-law,
Gregg Palmer; and nephew,
Benjamin Wentz.

Family and friends will
be received at Dorsey
Funeral Home, 701 S. Pike
St., Shinnston, from
4-8 p.m. on Thursday, Jan.
25, and Friday, Jan. 26, from
noon-2 p.m., the time of ser-
vice, with Rev. Sandra
Conti officiating. Inter-
ment to follow at Shinnston
Memorial Cemetery and
St. Johns Masonic Lodge
No. 24 will perform
memorial rites.

Dorsey Funeral Home is
honored to be handling the
arrangements for the
Wentz family.

DEATH NOTICE
Helen Pericho Costa, 99, of
Point Marion, Pa., died Tues-
day, Jan. 23, 2024, in the
Mon Health Medical Center in
Morgantown. She was born in
Lake Lynn, Pa. Services will
be held at the Richard R.
Herod Funeral Home of Point
Marion at 9:30 a.m. on
Friday, Jan. 26.

Let us know what’s going on
with your business, club or

team. Email news tips,
photos or press releases to
DPNews@DominionPost.com

Questions: 304-291-9425

Want to see your news
in The Dominion Post?

Pu b l i s h e d
obituaries can
now be viewed

for free at
dominion
post .com.

SAFETY

Ring will no longer allow police to request
doorbell camera footage from users
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Amazon-
owned Ring will stop allow-
ing police departments to
request doorbell camera
footage from users, marking
an end to a feature that has
drawn criticism from
privacy advocates.

In a blog post on Wednes-
day, Ring said it will sunset
the “Request for Assis-
tance” tool, which allows
police departments and
other public safety agencies
to request and receive video
captured by the doorbell
cameras through Ring’s
Neighbors app.

The company did not
provide a reason for the
change, which will be effec-
tive starting this week.

Eric Kuhn, the head of
Neighbors, said in the
announcement that law
enforcement agencies will
still be able to make public
posts in the Neighbors app.
Police and other agencies
can also still use the app to

“share helpful safety tips,
updates, and community
eve n t s, ” Kuhn said.

The update is the latest
restriction Ring has made to
police activity on the Neigh-
bors app following concerns
raised by privacy watch-
dogs about the company’s
relationship with police
departments across the
c o u n t r y.

Critics have stressed the
proliferation of these rela-
tionships – and users’ abil -
ity to report what they see
as suspicious behavior - can
change neighborhoods into
a place of constant surveil-
lance and lead to more
instances of racial
p ro f i l i n g .

In a bid to increase trans-
parency, Ring changed its
policy in 2021 to make police
requests publicly visible
through its Neighbors app.
Previously, law enforcement
agencies were able to send
Ring owners who lived near
an area of an active
investigation private emails

requesting video footage.
“Now, Ring hopefully

will altogether be out of the
business of platforming
casual and warrantless
police requests for footage to
its users,” Matthew Guar-
iglia, a senior policy analyst
at the digital rights group
Electronic Frontier Founda-
tion, said in a statement on
We d n e s d ay.

Law enforcement agen-
cies can still access videos
using a search warrant.
Ring also maintains the
right to share footage with-
out user consent in limited
c i rc u m s t a n c e s.

In mid-2022, Ring
disclosed it handed over
11 videos to police without
notifying users that year
due to “exigent or emer-
g ency” circumstances, one

of the categories that allow
it to share videos without
permission from owners.
However, Guariglia, of the
Electronic Frontier Founda-
tion, said the group remains
skeptical about the ability of
police and the company to
determine what is or is not
an emergency.

Last summer, Ring
agreed to pay $5.8 million to
settle with the Federal
Trade Commission over
allegations that the com-
pany let employees and con-
tractors access user videos.
Furthermore, the agency
said Ring had inadequate
security practices, which
allowed hackers to control
consumer accounts and
cameras. The company dis-
agrees with those claims.

C OU RT S

Jury seated in trial of Michigan
mom whose son killed 4 at school
Associated Press

PONTIAC, Mich. — A
jury was selected Wednes-
day in the trial of a Michi-
gan woman who faces
involuntary manslaugh-
ter charges in a school
shooting committed by
her teenage son.

Prosecutors insist Jen-
nifer Crumbley bears
some responsibility for
the deaths of four students
at Oxford High School in
2021. She’s accused of fail-
ing to address 15-year-old
Ethan Crumbley’s mental
health needs and making
a gun accessible at home.

Jennifer Crumbley, 45,
is not accused of knowing
about her son’s plans. But
prosecutors say she and
husband James Crumbley
were grossly negligent.
It’s the first time parents
have been charged in a
mass school shooting.

Jury selection began
Tuesday in Oakland
County court, 40 miles
north of Detroit.

The judge and lawyers
spoke to prospective

jurors for hours, probing
for any strong opinions
about the tragedy, guns,
parental responsibility
and other themes that will
emerge at trial.

Judge Cheryl
Matthews said the case is
“deeply sad” but that
“s y m p at hy ” should have
no role in determining
guilt or innocence.

Defense attorneys
insist the parents could
not have foreseen the mur-
ders. Opening statements
will be given Thursday.

In December, Ethan, 17,
was sentenced to life in
prison after pleading
guilty to murder, terror-
ism and other crimes.
James Crumbley, 47, will
face a separate trial in
M a rch .

The Crumbleys have
been in jail for more than
two years awaiting trial,
unable to afford a $500,000
bond. Involuntary
manslaughter in Michi-
gan carries a maximum
sentence of 15 years in
prison.

AP file photo

In this Feb. 8, 2022, photo, Jennifer and James Crum-
bley, the parents of Ethan Crumbley, appear in court in
Rochester Hills, Mich.

https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/24/alice-everson/
https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/24/harding-mallow/
https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/24/helen-costa/
https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/23/eric-wentz/
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 Thu. Fri.
Lake Yest. Change

Temperature

Precipitation
Showers
T-storms
Rain
Flurries
Snow
Ice

Shown 
are noon 
positions 

of weather 
systems and 

precipitation. 
Temperature 

bands are 
highs for the 

day.

Cold
Warm

Stationary

Fronts

 Major Minor Major Minor

Five-day forecast indicates peak feeding times for � sh 
and game.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W 

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, 
t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Monongahela

 7 a.m. 24-hour

Fld: � ood stage. Prs: stage in feet at 7 a.m. yesterday. Chg:
change in previous 24 hours. M: missing.

River Stages

 Fld. Prs. Chg.

MOUNTAINS

Mansfi eld

Columbus

Parkersburg

Charleston

Huntington

Beckley

Elkins

Cumberland

Pittsburgh

Wheeling

Akron

Altoona

Martinsburg

Morgantown

Fairmont

Clarksburg

Grafton

Kingwood

47/41

52/45

48/45
54/48

56/52

58/51

59/55

59/51

59/53

61/52

50/43

53/43

51/39

59/51

59/52

61/54

59/53

60/53

West Virginia: Mild today with 
periods of rain; areas of morning 
fog. Mild tonight with occasional 
rain and drizzle. Areas of fog 
Friday morning in the north; a 
shower in spots in the south. Low 
clouds Friday night. Shown is today's weather. 

Temperatures are today's highs 
and tonight's lows.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

Full Last New First

Jan 25 Feb 2 Feb 9 Feb 16
Thu.: 11:07 a.m. 4:55 a.m. 11:32 p.m. 5:19 p.m.

Fri.: 11:56 a.m. 5:44 a.m. ---- 6:07 p.m.

Sat.: 12:21 a.m. 6:32 a.m. 12:43 p.m. 6:54 p.m.

Sun.: 1:09 a.m. 7:19 a.m. 1:29 p.m. 7:39 p.m.

Mon.: 1:54 a.m. 8:04 a.m. 2:14 p.m. 8:24 p.m.

Beckley, WV 59/53/r 58/40/r
Charleston, WV 59/55/r 61/42/c
Columbus, OH 52/45/r 50/35/c
Cumberland, MD 50/43/r 65/39/c
Fairmont, WV 59/51/r 62/39/c
Grafton, WV 59/53/r 62/41/c
Huntington, WV 59/51/r 57/39/c
Kingwood, WV 60/53/r 58/39/c
Pittsburgh, PA 54/48/r 56/35/c
Wheeling, WV 56/52/r 58/38/c

Cheat Lake   860.35 +0.59
Deep Creek, MD   2457.47 +0.04
Jennings Randolph   1442.19 +0.03
Stonewall Jackson   1067.66 -0.12
Tygart   1038.79 -1.21
Youghiogheny   1417.99 -0.03

Morgantown  22 10.10 +0.26

Morgantown through 4 p.m. Wednesday

High/low  ...........................................  57°/38°
Normal high/low  ...............................  39°/20°
Record high  ................................. 72° in 1967
Record low  ................................  -15° in 1963

Sunrise today  ..................................  7:34 a.m.
Sunset tonight  ................................  5:31 p.m.
Moonrise today  ..............................  5:24 p.m.
Moonset today  ...............................  7:55 a.m.

61° 61°

54° 41°

53°

43°

48°

33°

39°

30° 

TODAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY

Warm with rain; fog this 
morning

Mostly cloudy and mild Cloudy and mild; afternoon rain Periods of rain A bit of morning snow; 
otherwise, cloudy

24 hrs ending 4 p.m. Wednesday  ..........  0.01"
Month to date  ......................................  2.84"
Year to date  ..........................................  2.84"

 New Base Trails
Ski Area snow (in) (in) Open

Snow reports provided by OnTheSnow.com

Canaan Valley   0 44-70 36

Seven Springs, PA   0 18-18 42

Snowshoe/Silver Creek   0 0-53 58

Timberline Four Seasons   0 30-70 20

Wisp, MD   0 24-28 32

A L M A N AC TV LISTINGS
Associated Press

Today is Thursday,
Jan. 25, the 25th day of
2024. There are 341 days
left in the year.
Highlight:

In 1971, Charles Manson
and three women followers
were convicted in Los Angeles
of murder and conspiracy in
the 1969 slayings of seven
people, including actor
Sharon Tate.

On this date:

In 1915, America’s first offi-
cial transcontinental tele-
phone call took place as
Alexander Graham Bell, who
was in New York, spoke to his
former assistant, Thomas
Watson, who was in San
Francisco, over a line set up
by American Telephone
& Telegraph.

In 1945, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, became the first
community to add fluoride to
its public water supply.

In 2004, NASA’s Opportunity
rover zipped its first pictures
of Mars to Earth, showing a
surface smooth and dark red
in some places, and strewn
with fragmented slabs of light
bedrock in others.

In 2021, President Joe Biden
signed an order reversing a
Pentagon policy that largely
barred transgender people
from military service.

Today’s birthdays:
Actor Leigh Taylor-Young is
80. Actor Jenifer Lewis is 67.
Country musician R&B singer
Kina is 55. Actor China Kant-
ner is 53. Actor Ana Ortiz is
54. Drummer Joe Sirois (sih-
ROYS’) (Mighty Mighty Bos-
stones) is 52. Musician Matt
Odmark (OHD’-mark) (Jars of
Clay) is 50.

S o n’s girlfriend may
miss out on tradition
DEAR ABBY: My son,
who is in his senior year
of high school, is dating
a beautiful, sweet girl I’ll
call “Amanda.” I’m very
fond of her. This is an
exciting year for them
both because soon she
will be shopping for her
graduation gown.
Amanda told me her
mom has said she will
have to wear her older
sister’s dress. (Her sister
graduated seven years
ago.) Finances are tight
for their family. I asked
Amanda how she feels
about it, and she isn’t
h ap py.

I would love to buy
her a gown. I remember
being in high school and
how exciting it was to be
able to buy a new gown.
My daughter is two
years older and says that
soon the girls in school
will be talking about
shopping for their new
gowns. I really want this
experience for Amanda.

The problem is, I
d o n’t want to offend her
or her mother with my
offer. Should I stay out of
this? Should I approach
her mother? I have met
her mom only a couple
of times, and I don’t
want to step on any toes.
Even if my son and
Amanda are not together
by the time graduation
happens, I would still
want her to have a dress
of her choosing and all
the experiences that
come with it. — OFFER -
ING ASSISTANCE

IN CANADA
DEAR OFFERING:

You are a caring,
thoughtful, generous
woman. However, the
subject of Amanda’s fam-
i ly ’s finances is sure to
be a delicate one. Do not
discuss this with
Amanda yet. Consider
reaching out “m o t h e r- t o -
mother” and explaining
that Amanda mentioned
she might be wearing
her sister’s dress for
g raduation.

Explain to Mom that
you care about Amanda,
and suggest that if she
would allow it, you
would love to take them
both to lunch and to
shop for a dress she
might like. Tell her you
would like that to be
your graduation gift to
Amanda or, if this is
something she’d prefer
to be just between the
two of you adults, you
would reimburse her for
the expense. Then cross
your fingers.

JEANNE PHILLIPS writes “Dear
Abby” under the pseudonym
Abigail Van Buren. Write Dear
Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

JEANNE PHILLIPS

Discover the safe and aff ordable
way to regain access to all of your 
home and allow you to use your 
stairs safely.

1-888-969-4439

Call now to save
on a Rave 2 stair lift! 

Don’t let the stairs
limit your mobility.

Contactless consultations, installations and delivery available!

The Rave 2 stair lift is the ideal 
solution for anyone:

Who struggles using the stairs

That is worried about risking
a fall on the stairs

Who wants to access all of
their home
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Associated Press

RaeQuan Battle and his West
Virginia teammates celebrated
on the court amidst a swarm of
students as John Denver’s “Ta ke
Me Home, Country Roads” bl a re d
over the WVU Coliseum sound
system.

B at t l e ’s 23 points and nine
rebounds led West Virginia to a
stunning 91-85 upset win over
No. 3 Kansas Saturday.

“Surreal moment, man,” he
said after the game. “D o e s n’t hap-
pen to very many people, espe-
cially in the college world. It’s
hard to win games like that.”

Just two months ago, Battle
wondered if NCAA rules would

prevent him from having that
kind of special moment this sea-
son.

Battle is the first person from
the Tulalip Reservation in Wash-
ington state to play Division I
basketball. He played his first two
college seasons at Washington
but struggled to focus as issues at
home affected him, so he trans-
ferred to Montana State. He had
two strong seasons there before
his coach, Danny Sprinkle, left to
become head coach at Utah
S t at e.

An athlete usually can transfer
without penalty after a coaching
change, but if there has been at
least one previous Division I

transfer, he or she must sit out a
year at the new home.

Battle knew the rules, but felt
he needed basketball as part of a
comprehensive process to
improve his mental health. He
said he has lost “countless peo-
ple” to drugs, alcohol and
COVID-19 over the years. He
fought through the pressure of
being a local player representing
his tribe at Washington, then lost
Sprinkle at Montana State —
someone he saw as a “personal
t h e r ap i s t . ”

He felt West Virginia had the
proper support system to help
him flourish personally and aca-

West Virginia’s Battle thrives after judge lets
athletes with multiple transfers play immediately

COLLEGE SPORTS

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

WVU’s RaeQuan Battle has found success with the Mountaineers this
season after being found eligible to play.

BY CODY NESPOR
CNespor@Dominion Post.com

In Mark Kellogg’s opinion, this
week off came at just the right
time for the WVU women’s bas-
ketball team.

“I’ve probably had a few years
where I didn’t like when the bye
came and we didn’t need it and
t h e re ’s other years when it comes
at the exact right time,” said Kel-
logg, WVU’s first-year head
coach. “It’s probably coming at a
pretty good time for us.”

The Mountaineers (16-2, 5-2
Big 12) are currently on a week-
long break between games, last
playing Saturday at Cincinnati, a
72-43 victory.

“When you get that bye week,
yo u ’ve got to make sure you use it
the right way,” Kellogg said after
the team’s win over Houston last
Wednesday. “Get some rest, but
not lose your rhythm at the same
t i m e. ”

Kello gg’s up-tempo, high-effort
style demands a lot from his play-
ers and although depth has not
been an issue this season, eight
players average over 16 minutes
per game, players have been look-
ing forward to having a few days
of f.

“We ’ve already talked about
it,” fifth-year guard Lauren
Fields admitted last week. “Our
bodies feel it so it’ll be good for
u s. ”

WVU’s next game is this Sat-
urday against Iowa State in the
Coliseum (2 p.m./ESPN+). It will
be a rematch from earlier this
month when the Cyclones (12-5, 6-
1) mounted a 19-point comeback
in the second half in Ames to deal
WVU one of its two losses this
season.

“Those are distant memories,”
Kellogg said of the team’s losses
from earlier this month. “T he
Iowa State one is going to sting a
little bit when you blow a 19-point
lead on the road against a quality
team in a tough place to play. But
you can’t dwell on it.”

The Mountaineers led by 19, 55-
36 with 6:04 in the third quarter
before ISU went on scoring runs
of 13-0 and 20-2 to take control
down the stretch.

WVU taking
advantage of
time off before
its rematch
with Iowa State

WO M E N ’S HOOPS

GETTING READY TO GO

SPORTS EDITOR: Cody Nespor 304-291-9410 EMAIL: Sports@DominionPost.com TWITTER: DomPostSportsC O N N EC T

SEE BATTLE, B-2

SEE WVU, B-2

Sports@DominionPost.com

WVU baseball standout
JJ Wetherholt has been named
the Big 12 Preseason Player of the
Year, earning every vote from the
Big 12 head coaches.

The junior is the reigning Big
12 Player of the Year after leading
the country with a .449 batting
average in 2023 while also tal-
lying 16 home runs, 24 doubles,
67 runs, 60 RBI and 36 stolen
bases. He earned unanimous

First Team All-America status
after the season while also being
named a First-Team Academic
All-American by College Sports
C o m m u n i c at o r s.

Entering the 2024 season,
Wetherholt is projected as one of
the top selections in the upcom-
ing MLB Draft including being
listed as the top prospect by
MLB.com, Baseball America and
Perfect Game.

The Mountaineers begin the
2024 campaign on Feb. 16, on the

road at Stetson in DeLand,
Florida. The first chance to catch
WVU at Wagener Field at Monon-
galia County Ballpark will be on
Feb. 28, when the Mountaineers
take on Canisius.

The Big 12 Preseason Poll will
be revealed today.

PRESEASON ALL-BIG 12 TEAM
C: Karson Bowen, TCU
IF: Kodey Shojinaga, Kansas
IF: Kaelen Culpepper, K-State
IF: Anthony Silva, TCU
IF: Gavin Kash, Texas Tech*
IF: JJ Wetherholt, West Virginia*
OF: Bryce Madron, Oklahoma

OF: Nolan Schubart, Oklahoma State*
OF: Porter Brown, Texas
DH: Janson Reeder, Kansas
UT: Carson Benge, Oklahoma State
SP: Owen Boerema, K-State
SP: Kole Klecker, TCU*
SP: Payton Tolle, TCU
SP: Lebarron Johnson Jr., Texas*
RP: Tyson Neighbors, K-State*
RP: Ben Abeldt, TCU
Preseason Player of the Year
JJ Wetherholt, West Virginia*
Preseason Pitcher of the Year
Lebarron Johnson Jr., Texas
Preseason Newcomer of the Year
Payton Tolle, TCU
Preseason Freshman of the Year
Will Gasparino, Texas
*- unanimous selection

Wetherholt named Big 12 Preseason Player of the Year
COLLEGE BASEBALL

Swimmers get in
last tune-ups
during final
regular season meet

BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
Sports@DominionPost.com

With the end of the high school
swimming season looming, teams
across West Virginia are fine-tun-
ing as much as possible as Region-
als are set to be held one week
from Saturday on Feb. 3 at Brooke
High School.

One of the final meets of the
regular season was held Wednes-
day at the Mylan Aquatic Center
with Morgantown.

Unlike the two MoHawk Invi-
tationals held at Mylan Aquatic
Center previously this season,
We d n e s d ay ’s meet was smaller
with Weir, Elkins, and North Mar-
ion being the three schools trav-
eling to compete with the co-host-
ing Hawks and Mohigans.

Morgantown won the boys
team title with a score of 77, ahead
of second-place Elkins with 42.
Elkins won the girls’ title with a
score of 75, ahead of Morgan-
t ow n’s 58.

Despite the smaller number of
teams, UHS coach Nicolle Davis
says different teams have the
chance to compete with different
swimmers and swim in the state
meet pool.

“It’s a great opportunity for
everyone involved,” she said. “It
gives everyone another chance
to improve. We knew the teams
coming in this evening would be
here in full force and that gives
us the chance to see what we
need to do in the coming weeks.
We even had a school record bro-
ken that has been on the board

since 2016-2017.”
UHS junior Nate Lindsay

clocked a 49:02, taking first place
in the 100-yard freestyle to set the
new boys’ school record.

Other winners for University
were Tyler Zundell (200
freestyle) and the girls’ 2 0 0 - ya rd
relay team of Monica Fisher,
Isabella Ratnour, Haley Kramer
and Maddie McCoy.

MHS senior and WVU signee
Delaney Householder took first
overall in the girls’ 1 0 0 - ya rd
freestyle and 100-yard back-
stroke and was able to improve
on her fastest time of the sea-
son so far in the freestyle with

a 55.14.
“She told me after the race

that she thought she felt a little
faster but missed the first wall
s l i g h t ly, ” MHS coach Eric House-
holder said. “She is one of the
ones that still isn’t one hundred
percent sure on where she will
be for us come regionals but she
feels ready for whatever comes
her way.”

Other winners for the Mohi-
gans were Lincoln Alugbuo
(200 IM), Daniel Hammer
(50 freestyle, 100 backstroke), Lil-
lian Linscheid (100 butterfly),
Christian Hammer (100 butter-
fly) and the boys’ 200 medley

relay team of Christian Hammer,
James McGinnis, Daniel Ham-
mer and Colin Bailey.

“Earlier in the season you’re
able to spread the team out as far
as events and let them hone in on
where they want to focus on com-
peting later on,” MHS coach Eric
Householder said. “We want to
make sure everyone is in their
best position going into region-
als so we can qualify as many for
states as possible.”

In the Regional meets, 24
swimmers will qualify for the
state meet with the top three
finishers in each event per

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

University’s Nate Lindsay competes in the 200 yard IM on Wednesday.

SEE SWIMMERS, B-2

https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/24/swimmers-get-in-last-tune-ups-during-final-regular-season-meet/
https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/24/wvu-taking-advantage-of-time-off-before-its-rematch-with-iowa-state/
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S C O R E B OA R D

C ALENDAR
THURSDAY, JANUARY 25

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Preston at Philip Barbour, 7:30 p.m.
Clay-Battelle at Madonna

ON TV
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN’S)

5 p.m.: CBSSN — Elon at Campbell
ESPNU — Central Connecticut at Fairleigh Dickinson
7 p.m.: CBSSN — UMKC at S. Dakota St.
ESPN2 — SMU at North Texas
ESPNU — Fort Wayne at N. Kentucky
9 p.m.: CBSSN — New Mexico St. at Sam Houston St.
ESPN2 — San Francisco at Gonzaga
ESPNU — W. Illinois at S. Indiana
PAC-12N — Arizona St. at Oregon
11 p.m.: CBSSN — Pacific at Saint Mary’s (Cal)
PAC-12N — Arizona at Oregon St.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN’S)
6 p.m.: ACCN — Florida St. at Duke
7 p.m.: PEACOCK — Ohio St. at Illinois
SECN — Florida at Mississippi
8 p.m.: ACCN — Miami at North Carolina
BTN — Penn St. at Northwestern
ESPN — South Carolina at LSU
9 p.m.: SECN — Texas A&M at Missouri

COLLEGE GYMNASTICS (WOMEN’S)
6 p.m.: BTN — Penn St. at Rutgers

FIGURE SKATING
2 p.m.: USA — U.S. Championships: Pairs Short, Columbus, Ohio
5 p.m.: USA — U.S. Championships: Rhythm Dance, Columbus, Ohio
8 p.m.: USA — U.S. Championships: Women’s Short Program, Columbus,
Ohio

GOLF
3 a.m.: GOLF — DP World Tour: The Ras Al Khaimah Championship,
First Round, Al Hamra GC, Ras al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates
12 p.m.: GOLF — LPGA Tour: The LPGA Drive On Championship, First
Round, Superstition Mountain Golf & Country Club, Gold Canyon, Ariz.
3 p.m.: GOLF — PGA Tour: The Farmers Insurance Open, Second Round,
Torrey Pines South Course, La Jolla, Calif.
3 a.m. (Friday): GOLF — DP World Tour: The Ras Al Khaimah Cham-
pionship, Second Round, Al Hamra GC, Ras al Khaimah, United Arab
Emirates

NBA
7:30 p.m.: TNT — Boston at Miami
10 p.m.: TNT — Sacramento at Golden State

TENNIS
3:30 a.m.: ESPN — WTA: The Australian Open, Semifinals, Melbourne,
Australia
12 p.m.: ESPN2 — WTA: The Australian Open, Semifinals, Melbourne,
Australia (Taped)
10:30 p.m.: ESPN — ATP: The Australian Open, Semifinals, Melbourne,
Australia
3:30 a.m. (Friday): ESPN — ATP: The Australian Open, Semifinals,
Melbourne, Australia

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL
OVAC Girls Basketball Tournament

Semifinals: Monday, Jan. 29

Class 1A
No. 4 Valley (7-8) at No. 1 Cameron (8-4)
No. 3 Conotton Valley (Oh.) (6-7) at No. 2 Trinity Christian (9-4)

Class 2A
No. 4 Steuvenville Catholic (Oh.) (9-6) at No. 1 Monroe Central (Oh.) (14-3)
No. 3 Frontier (Oh.) (10-5) at No. 2 River (Oh.) (13-3)

Class 3A
No. 4 Union Local (Oh.) at No. 1 Martins Ferry (Oh.)
No. 3 Bellaire (Oh.) (13-5) at No. 2 Fort Frye (Oh.) (14-4)

Class 4A
No. 4 East Liverpool (Oh.) (9-8) at No. 1 Indian Creek (Oh.) (16-3)
No. 3 Oak Glen (7-7) at No. 2 Buckeye Local (Oh.) (10-7)

Class 5A
No. 4 Parkersburg South (9-5) at No. 1 Morgantown (11-1)
No. 3 Wheeling Park (11-3) at No. 2 Steubenville (Oh.) (12-4)

Championship: Saturday, Feb. 3
At Harrison Central High School, Cadiz, Oh.

TENNIS
demically. Interim West
Virginia coach Josh Eilert
lived on the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation in
South Dakota for two years
as a child, so Battle felt a
connection.

Battle transferred with
hopes that the NCAA would
understand his plight, but
his appeals were denied
t w i c e.

Last month, a federal
judge in West Virginia
issued a temporary restrain-
ing order against the NCAA,
giving multiple-transfer ath-
letes a 14-day window to com-
pete. The judge later
extended the order through
the spring season, meaning
Battle could play the rest of
the season.

“I feel like it was all
meant to be, especially me
coming here,” Battle said.
“People ask if I regret com-
ing here. I know I never
thought of regret. But, you

know, there’s a lot of stuff
that came with it. A lot of
good things, a lot of bad
things. But, you know.
God’s plan.”

The ruling also helped
players such as his team-
mate, Noah Farrakhan, UT-
Arlington guard Phillip
Russell, Utah guard Deivon
Smith, Cincinnati forward
Jamille Reynolds and BYU
freshman forward Marcus
A d a m s.

Battle spoke before the
judge and called it one of
the most uncomfortable
experiences of his life.

“I was sweating,” he
said. “I don’t sweat from my
armpits like that, but I was
sweating a lot. And then
after, I was feeling uneasy
and that day after the trial
was when I threw up. I feel
like that was a lot of stress
and anxiety just releasing
itself from my body.”

The pressure was so
intense that he missed the
first game he was eligible to
play due to an illness he
believes was brought on by

stress. After four days of
being sick and losing 10
pounds, it was time to
d e l ive r.

“I took the NCAA on
head on, pretty much,” he
said. “I went to court
against the NCAA. So now
whoever was paying atten-
tion to my case is watching
me to see what I do.”

He scored 29 points in a
loss to Radford in his first
game back, then followed
that with 29 in a win over
Toledo. He is averaging
17.9 points through nine
g ames.

Eilert sees the difference
in Battle’s mental health
since the ruling.

“It’s meant the world to
him that he can just com-
pete in the game he loves
and compete with the lights
on, not just in practice,”
Eilert said. “Rae needs that.
He certainly needs that
competitive fire. He needs
to fuel that each and every
day. And the game of bas-
ketball is where he gets his
happiness. It’s meant the

world to him.”
Russell is one of the

more notable players the
ruling helped. He sat out
the first month of the sea-
son after his waiver request
that was denied had
already taken a big toll on
him and his family.

The junior erupted for
28 points in his debut on
Dec. 16 against Air Force.
He followed that up with
18 points and seven assists
against Texas Tech.

After five games, Russell
missed the next three with
an ankle injury, then
returned to score 24 points
against UT Rio Grande Val-
ley. Russell, who started his
career at Saint Louis and
played at Southeast Mis-
souri State the past two sea-
sons, has one more season
of eligibility left.

“This opportunity, I’m a
step closer to my dream. My
dream is to play in the
N BA , ” he said. “It gave me a
chance to prove myself and
also to prove the doubters
w ro n g . ”

BATTLE
FROM PAGE B-1

WVU has rattled off
three straight wins since
that loss, including back-to-
back dominant outings
against Houston and
C i n c i n n at i .

“It’s in the distance now,
until we play them again,”
Kellogg admitted. “And
then we’ll have to relive
it.”

While preparing for
Iowa State will be a focus
for the Mountaineers this
week, taking advantage of
the time off to get proper
rest will be just as impor-
tant.

“Iowa State got us, so
we ’ve got a week to pre-
p a re, ” Kellogg said. “But
some of the preparation
will be to take care of your
body and not even come (to
the gym), go home and rest
and recover.”

WVU
FROM PAGE B-1

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

West Virginia Mountaineers guard Jordan Harrison (10)
protects the ball from a Houston Cougars player last week.

DominionPost.com

PREP SPORTS

University boys hang on to edge
out Parkersburg South, 62-60
Sports@DominionPost.com

PARKERSBURG — P l ay -
ing its first game in 12 days,
the University boys’ b a s ke t -
ball team hung on late to
pick up a road win, 62-60,
Wednesday evening at
Parkersburg South.

“We've prepared for so
many teams and then we
didn't get to play them,”
UHS coach Joe Schmidle
told The Parkersburg News
and Sentinel, referencing
last week’s weather post-
ponements. “Then we had
to get ready for Park South
and I thought we had them
really well scouted.”

University (6-6) led by
two points at halftime and
then outscored the Patriots
(1-10) 12-4 in the third quar-
ter to lead by 10 entering
the final frame.

The Hawks eventually
led by 11 with 1:38 to play
before Parkersburg South’s
Jackson Smith hit four

three-pointers, including
one as time expired, to
make it just a two-point vic-
t o r y.

“I was not comfortable at
all up 10 with about a cou-
ple minuts to go,” S ch m i d l e
admitted.

James Fortney-Garbart
led UHS with 27 points
while Zach Demidovich
and John Coleman each
supplied 12.

“James played his best
game of the year and Zach
Demidovich did a lot of

t h i n g s, ” Schmidle said.
“John Coleman was a little
more aggresive offensiely
(Wednesday) and looked to
score more, which I've
really been on him about
that and I was proud of
him.”

Ethan Jackson also
chipped in nine points for
the Hawks.

Smith led the Patriots
with 23 points while Harry
Silvas had 13 and Cole Joy
scored 14.

BOX SCORE
University 62, Parkersburg South 60

UHS  17  13  12  20  --  62
PSHS  15  13  4  28  --  60
UNIVERSITY (6-6) - Ethan Jackson 2 4-6 9, John
Coleman 6 0-2 12, Luke Hudson 0 0-0 0, Zach
Demidovich 4 3-4 12, James Fortney-Garbart 9 6-8
27, Coen Henderson 1 0-0 2, Glenn Brown 0 0-0 0;
TOTALS: 22 13-20 62; 3-point goals: Fortney-
Gabart 3, Jackson, Demidovich 1
PARKERSBURG SOUTH (1-10)- Mason Nutter 1
0-2 2, Triston Walker 0 0-0 0, Jackson Smith 7 3-4 23,
Harry Silvis 5 0-0 13, Cole Joy 5 4-4 14, Navi Hewitt
0 4-4 4, Conner McMullen 0 0-2 0, Tobi Adebulu 1 0-
0 2, Taj Joyce 1 0-0 2, Matthew Mullen 0 0-0 0,
Turner Garretson 0 0-0 0; TOTALS: 20 11-16 60; 3-
point goals: Smith 6, Silvis 3

Australian Open
Results
We d n e s d a y
Men's Singles
Quarterfinals
Daniil Medvedev (3), Russia, def. Hubert
Hurkacz (9), Poland, 7-6 (4), 2-6, 6-3, 5-7, 6-4.
Alexander Zverev (6), Germany, def. Carlos
Alcaraz (2), Spain, 6-1, 6-3, 6-7 (2), 6-4.
Women's Singles
Quarterfinals
Dayana Yastremska, Ukraine, def. Linda
Noskova, Czech Republic, 6-3, 6-4.
Zheng Qinwen (12), China, def. Anna Kalin-
skaya, Russia, 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-1.
Men's Doubles
Quarterfinals
Rohan Bopanna, India, and Matthew Ebden (2),
Australia, def. Maximo Gonzalez and Andres
Molteni (6), Argentina, 6-4, 7-6 (5).
Yannick Hanfmann and Dominik Koepfer, Ger-
many, def. Hugo Nys, Monaco, and Jan Zielin-

ski (7), Poland, 6-4, 7-6 (3).
Simone Bolelli and Andrea Vavassori, Italy,
def. Kevin Krawietz and Tim Puetz (8), Ger-
many, 7-5, 6-4.
Women's Doubles
Quarterfinals
Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, and Elise Mertens (2),
Belgium, def. Demi Schuurs, Netherlands, and
Luisa Stefani (9), Brazil, 6-4, 6-2.
Storm Hunter, Australia, and Katerina Sini-
akova (3), Czech Republic, def. Laura Siege-
mund, Germany, and Barbora Krejcikova (5),
Czech Republic, 4-6, 7-5, 6-4.
Mixed Doubles
Semifinals
Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, and Jan Zielinski (3),
Poland, def. Andrew Harris and Jaimee
Fourlis, Australia, 7-6 (8), 6-2.
Neal Skupski, Britain, and Desirae Krawczyk
(2), United States, def. Marc Polmans and
Olivia Gadecki, Australia, 6-4, 6-1.

ON TV
NBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION

W L Pct GB
Boston 34 10 .773 —
Philadelphia 29 13 .690 4
New York 27 17 .614 7
Brooklyn 17 26 .395 161/2

To r o n t o 16 28 .364 18
SOUTHEAST DIVISION

W L Pct GB
Miami 24 20 .545 —
Orlando 23 21 .523 1
Atlanta 18 25 .419 51/2

Charlotte 10 32 .238 13
Wa s h i n g t o n 7 36 .163 161/2

CENTRAL DIVISION
W L Pct GB

Milwaukee 31 13 .705 —
Cleveland 26 16 .619 4
Indiana 24 20 .545 7
Chicago 21 24 .467 101/2

Detroit 5 39 .114 26
WESTERN CONFERENCE

SOUTHWEST DIVISION
W L Pct GB

New Orleans 26 18 .591 —
Dallas 24 19 .558 11/2

Houston 20 22 .476 5
Memphis 17 27 .386 9
San Antonio 8 35 .186 171/2

NORTHWEST DIVISION
W L Pct GB

Minnesota 31 13 .705 —
Oklahoma City 30 13 .698 1/2

Denver 31 14 .689 1/2

Utah 22 23 .489 91/2

Portland 12 31 .279 181/2

PACIFIC DIVISION
W L Pct GB

L.A. Clippers 28 14 .667 —
Phoenix 25 18 .581 31/2

Sacramento 24 18 .571 4
L.A. Lakers 22 23 .489 71/2

Golden State 18 22 .450 9
TUESDAY'S GAMES

Denver 114, Indiana 109
New York 108, Brooklyn 103
New Orleans 153, Utah 124
Oklahoma City 111, Portland 109
L.A. Clippers 127, L.A. Lakers 116

WEDNESDAY'S GAMES
Detroit 113, Charlotte 106
Minnesota 118, Washington 107
Memphis 105, Miami 96
Milwaukee 126, Cleveland 116
Portland at Houston, night
Phoenix at Dallas, night
Oklahoma City at San Antonio, night
Atlanta at Golden State, night

TODAY'S GAMES
Philadelphia at Indiana, 7 p.m.
Utah at Washington, 7 p.m.
Boston at Miami, 7:30 p.m.
Denver at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Minnesota at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m.
Sacramento at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Chicago at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

FRIDAY'S GAMES
Dallas at Atlanta, 7 p.m.
Houston at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Phoenix at Indiana, 7 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
Oklahoma City at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Orlando at Memphis, 8 p.m.
Portland at San Antonio, 9:30 p.m.

SATURDAY'S GAMES
Washington at Detroit, 12 p.m.
Miami at New York, 3 p.m.
Philadelphia at Denver, 5:30 p.m.
Houston at Brooklyn, 6 p.m.
L.A. Clippers at Boston, 7 p.m.
Utah at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
New Orleans at Milwaukee, 8 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Golden State, 8:30 p.m.
Minnesota at San Antonio, 8:30 p.m.
Sacramento at Dallas, 9 p.m.

region (12 total swimmers)
automatically qualifying
for the state swim meet
scheduled for Feb. 15-16 in
Morgantown. Then, the fol-
lowing 12 best times from
all four regions combined
will make up the rest of the
field in each event.

For example, if a swim-
mer finishes fourth in the

region in an event, their time
would be compared to every
swimmer in the three
remaining regions that fin-
ished fourth or lower in the
same event, eventually deter-
mining the rest of the 24-
person field for every event.

Girls’ basketball
GRAFTON — The Pre-

ston girls’ basketball team
lost by 10 on the road Tues-
day night, 59-49 at Grafton.

The Knights led by as

many as seven, 25-18, in the
first half, but shots stopped
falling as the team only score
eight points in the 16 min-
utes surrounding halftime.

Grafton led by 20 with
just over three minutes to
play, when shots started
falling for Preston again,
but 10 was as close as the
Knights could get before
time ran out.

Bella Miller led Preston
with 17 points while
Kendra Nazelrod scored

nine with four blocks and
Cameryn Sypolt finished
with eight points and nine
rebounds. Ella White had
five points and seven
assists with four rebounds
and two steals.

Jazzy Ray led Grafton
with 23 points as the
Bearcats shot 50% from
three-point range in the
contest.

P re s t o n’s next game is
Thursday at Class AAA No.
4 Philip Barbour.

SWIMMERS
FROM PAGE B-1

Jay Bennett/News and Sentinel

University’s James Fortney-Garbart lays the ball in against
Parkersburg South Wednesday evening.

N BA

Antetokounmpo records triple-double, Bucks beat
Cavs in Central showdown after Griffin firing
Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Giannis
Antetokounmpo had his
third triple-double in his
last four games and the Mil-
waukee Bucks responded to
the firing of coach Adrian
Griffin with a 126-116 vic-
tory Wednesday night that
snapped the Cleveland Cav-
aliers’ eight-game winning
s t re a k .

Antetokounmpo had 35
points, matched a season
high with 18 rebounds and
had 10 assists for his seventh
triple-double of the season.

Damian Lillard scored 28
points and Khris Middleton
added 24 for the Bucks.

Griffin was fired Tues-
day despite being 30-13 in
his lone season as coach.
Joe Prunty, an assistant on
Grif fin’s staff, served as
interim head coach
Wednesday while the
Bucks were finalizing nego-
tiations with Doc Rivers to
eventually take over.

Central Division-leading
Milwaukee has the Eastern
C o n f e re n c e ’s second-best
re c o rd .

Donovan Mitchell had 23

points and Jarrett Allen
added 21 points and 12
assists for the Cavs, second
in the Central Division at
26-16.. Georges Niang and
Max Strus scored 14 points
each, Sam Merrill 12 and
Isaac Okoro 10.

Cleveland had trailed for
just 35 seconds over its last
five games and had three
straight wire-to-wire victo-
ries, but never led in this
o n e.

GRIZZLIES 105, HEAT 96
MIAMI — Vince Williams

Jr. scored 25 points, GG Jack-

son added 17 off the bench
and short-handed Memphis
spoiled Terry Rozier’s debut
in Miami.

Scotty Pippen Jr. and
Jaren Jackson Jr. each
scored 15 for Memphis,
which led for the entire sec-
ond half. John Konchar had
11 points and 10 rebounds
for the Grizzlies.

Tyler Herro scored 18 for
Miami, which has dropped
four straight for the second
time this season. Bam Ade-
bayo finished with 15 points,
15 rebounds, six assists and
six blocks for the Heat.
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TENNIS

Zverev ousts Alcaraz to move into Australian Open
semis against Medvedev. Zheng into 1st semifinal
Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Aus-
tralia — After backhanding
the ball into the crowd
when Carlos Alcaraz sent
his service return too long,
Alexander Zverev
screamed. He shook both
arms in a victory celebra-
tion and again he
screamed, a mix of triumph
and relief.

Any self-doubt that he
could contend for major
titles again were expunged
in a 6-1, 6-3, 6-7 (2), 6-4 quar-
terfinal win on Wednesday
over the brightest rising
star in tennis, earning
Zverev a spot in the Aus-
tralian Open semifinals
against Daniil Medvedev.

He’d missed a chance to
serve it out in straight sets
but didn’t waste his second
oppor tunity.

A serious ankle injury at
the 2022 French Open and
the ensuing layoff made
him wonder if he really was
good enough to win a Grand
Slam title.

A pending trial in a Ger-
man court over an assault
allegation dating back to
2020 has had critics ques-
tioning his status on the
tour. He has denied the
accusations and declined
comment on the judicial
proceedings scheduled for
M ay.

Alcaraz won Wimbledon
last year and was the only

player to beat 10-time Aus-
tralian Open winner Novak
Djokovic in a Grand Slam
match in 2023.

Zverev went through
Alcaraz’s credentials as he
digested Wednesday’s win:
No. 1 or No. 2 in the world,
two major titles, etc, etc.

“Look, I’m playing one of
the best players in the
wo rl d , ” Zverev said. “T hen
when you start winning,
obviously your brain starts
going. It’s not always help-
ful but I’m happy I got it at
the end.”

Speaking in a news con-
ference at almost 3 a.m.
local time, Zverev consid-
ered the win over Alcaraz
as his most important since
the ankle surgery.

“I was on top of my game
before the injury hap-
pened,” he said. “I’m
extremely happy to be back
where I am and winning
these kind of matches, giv-
ing myself the chance
again. Because last year ... I
w a s n’t a Slam contender.”

Alcaraz missed the 2023
Australian Open with
injury and was into the
quarterfinals here for the
first time, completing a
Grand Slam set.

He had dropped only one
set and spent five fewer
hours on court than Zverev
in the four previous
ro u n d s.

“I’m sad with my level

today, because I have been
playing good tennis,”
Alcaraz said. “O bv i o u s ly
quarterfinal of a Grand
Slam is a good run. It’s not
what I’m looking for, but is
not bad.”

Medvedev, a two-time
finalist in Australia, out-
lasted ninth-seeded Hubert
Hurkacz 7-6 (4), 2-6, 6-3, 5-7,
6-4 to make it to the semi-
finals here for the third
time in four years.

“I’m so destroyed right
n ow, ” No. 3-ranked
Medvedev, the 2021 U.S.
Open winner, said of his
tough run in Melbourne
that included a nearly 4 1/2-

hour, five-set second-round
win that finished at
3:39 a.m.

In the other semifinal
Djokovic, on a 33-match
winning streak at the Aus-
tralian Open, will play Jan-
nik Sinner, who beat him
twice in three matches at
the end of last year.

Zverev was on top of
Alcaraz early, winning all
but two points on serve in a
29-minute first set. Two ser-
vice breaks in the second
gave the Olympic gold
medalist a surprisingly
comfortable lead.

Just after midnight,
Zverev was serving for a

straight sets win at
5-3 when Alcaraz broke for
the first time. Alcaraz got
back to 5-5 when he chased
a shot into the doubles alley
and knocked a backhand
down the line, beaming a
big smile and shaking his
racket in a gesture that sug-
gested: “Hello, still here.”

He won the last seven
points of the tiebreaker to
make it 2-1.

But after an exchange of
service breaks to open the
fourth and some energy-
sapping rallies that had
both players sprinting side-
to-side to make incredible
shots, Zverev got another
chance to close out after
breaking in the ninth
g ame.

He clinched it about
1:20 a.m. local time.

The women’s semifinal
lineup was completed when
No. 12 Zheng Qinwen won
10 of the last 11 games to
fend off Anna Kalinskaya 6-
7 (4), 6-3, 6-1 on Wednesday
and Dayana Yastremska
beat Linda Noskova 6-3,
6-4.

Defending champion
Aryna Sabalenka and U.S.
Open winner Coco Gauff
will meet in the other semi-
final.

Zheng, a U.S. Open quar-
terfinalist last year,
regained control after
Kalinskaya won six of the
last seven points to take the

first in a tiebreaker.
“Really excited. First

time for me,” Zheng said.
“Of course I’m proud of
myself. But this is just the
beginning — I still need to
play tomorrow.”

No. 93-ranked Yastrem-
ska won three matches in
the qualifying tournament
and became only the second
qualifier to reach the
wo m e n’s singles semis in
Australia in the Open era.

“It’s nice to make his-
tory because at that time I
was not born,” she said.
“I’m super happy (but) very
t i re d . ”

Noskova beat top-ranked
Iga Swiatek on her way to
her first Slam quarterfinal
but struggled against Yas-
t re m s k a .

After the match, Yas-
tremska wrote a message
on a TV camera lens and
later explained it was
“about the Ukrainian fight-
ers, that I’m very proud of
them. They really deserve a
huge respect.”

She said she’s inspired
by representing her coun-
try, which has been at war
for nearly two years since
the Russian invasion.

“It’s my mission here,”
she said. “If I do well, I can
get — tough to express. I’m
just trying to give the signal
to Ukraine that I’m really
proud of it.”

AP photo

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain waves as he leaves Rod Laver
Arena following his quarterfinal loss to Alexander Zverev of
Germany at the Australian Open tennis championships at
Melbourne Park, Melbourne, Australia, early Thursday.

PRO BASEBALL

Ichiro Suzuki arrives on next year’s Hall of
Fame ballot; Sabathia and Hernandez eligible too
Associated Press

It was a little past 8 a.m.
in Tokyo when the newest
inductees to the Baseball
Hall of Fame were
announced.

Next year there could be
some big celebrations over
breakfast in Japan.

Ichiro Suzuki headlines
the group of players who
are eligible for voting a
year from now. That ballot
is also expected to include
Cy Young Award winners
CC Sabathia and Félix Her-
nández — and the final
chance for reliever Billy
Wagner, who fell five votes
short this time.

Adrián Beltré, Todd
Helton and Joe Mauer
were voted in this year by
members of the Baseball
Wr i t e r s ’ Association of
America. The results were
announced Tuesday night
in the eastern U.S. The
time change between the
Hall’s location in Cooper-
stown, New York, and
Suzuki’s home country of
Japan should be quite rel-
evant in 2025.

The outfielder appears
to be a lock for induction
after surpassing 3,000 hits
in the major leagues and
becoming one of the great-
est Asian stars to play in
America, a couple of
decades before Shohei
Ohtani took the sport by
stor m.

W h at ’s less clear is how
Sabathia and Hernández
will fare. Sabathia sur-
passed 250 wins and 3,000
strikeouts. Hernández
d i d n’t pitch nearly as long
but had a better ERA and
WHIP than Sabathia.

The BBWAA hasn’t
elected a pitcher since
2019, when Roy Halladay,
Mike Mussina and Mari-
ano Rivera went in. With
starters shouldering lower
workloads these days, it
will be interesting to see
how voters adjust. Justin
Verlander figures to have a

good shot after he retires.
For Sabathia and Her-
nández, that’s less clear.

“I think Sabathia is
probably going to be a
pretty strong first-year
g u y, ” said Ryan Thibo-
daux, whose online Hall
of Fame ballot tracker
reveals votes as they’re
made public both before
and after the announce-
ment of the results. “I
d o n’t know if he gets all
the way in his first
ye a r. ”

ONE MORE CHANCE
Wa gner’s approval

rate increased from
68.1% to 73.8% this year,
but he still fell short of
the 75% threshold for
election. Next year is his
last one on the ballot, and
candidates in that spot
often receive a bump. He
wo n’t need much of one to
get in.

LESS CROWDED?
In addition to Beltré,

Helton and Mauer, Gary
Sheffield will be off the
ballot next time. This was
his 10th and final year,
and he ended up at 63.9%.
With only one obvious
favorite for induction

arriving — Suzuki — va r -
ious holdover candidates
could have a good chance to
move closer to 75%.

Overall, 1,237 “ye s ” vo t e s
were taken up this year by
players who won’t be in the
ballot for 2025. Last year that
number was only 483, which
may explain why candidates
like Andruw Jones (61.6%),
Bobby Abreu (14.8%) and
Andy Pettitte (13.5%)
seemed to tread water a bit
this time.

Carlos Beltrán did make
it to 57.1%, an increase of
over 10%.

Thibodaux pointed out
that the “middle tier” of
newcomers to the ballot
next year — like Hernández,

Dustin Pedroia, Ian
Kinsler, and Troy Tulow-
itzki — could garner a
decent number of votes,
even if they aren’t elected.
Candidates need to reach
5% to stay on the ballot.

“I think we might have
more people who kind of
make 5% than usual among
next year’s candidates,”
Thibodaux said. “I think
overall, though, it should be
a year where (holdover)
candidates do have an
opportunity to gain some
votes. This was kind of not
one of those years.”

IT’S GETTING LATE
Chase Utley received

only 28.8% approval on his
ballot debut, but he has
plenty of time to build on
that. Abreu, Pettitte and
Jimmy Rollins (14.8%) are
further along in the pro-
c e s s.

Abreu has been on the
ballot five years — h a l f w ay
to the 10-year limit — and
Pettitte has been on for six.
This was the third year for
Ro l l i n s.

“If (Abreu) is going to
make a move, it probably is
going to need to be now,”
Thibodaux said.
“Sheffield, he started to
make his first big jump
around this time. Obvi-
ously, it wasn’t enough for
him. It would be kind of
now or never to start show-
ing signs of progress.”

AP file photo

Seattle Mariners' Ichiro Suzuki heads to first base after
hitting a single against the Cleveland Indians during the
third inning of a baseball game March 31, 2018, in
Seattle.
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Michigan could have Jim
Harbaug h’s replacement
already on campus in
‘shining star’ Sherrone Moore
Associated Press

When Nick Saban retired
at Alabama two weeks ago,
the chain reaction it set off
caused five more head coach-
ing changes across major
college football in a little
more than a week.

Now Michigan, the win-
ningest program in college
football history and the
defending national cham-
pion, is in the market for a
coach after Jim Harbaugh
decided Wednesday to go
back to the NFL with the
Los Angeles Chargers.

Michigan is the type of
job that could set off
another wave of moves, but
the chances of that happen-
ing seem far less likely.

The Wolverines might
very well have their man
already on campus in offen-
sive coordinator Sherrone
M o o re.

“We are working quickly
to hire the next head coach
for the program and will do
everything possible to keep
this current staff and team
to gether,” Michigan ath-
letic director Warde
Manuel said in a telling
s t at e m e n t .

With Harbaugh serving
two separate suspensions
this past season for potential
NCAA rules violations,
Michigan went 4-0 with
Moore leading the team on
game days. And those
we re n’t just any games.
Moore was in charge when
Michigan won at Penn State
and against Ohio State to
win the Big Ten East.

“We ’ve already seen it,
right? You’ve already got a
glimpse of the shining star
that he is,” Harbaugh said
about Moore during the
leadup to the national
championship game
against Washington earlier
this month. “He’s just phe-
nomenal, so smart, works
so hard at it.”

The 37-year-old Moore
has never been a head
coach. He joined Har-
baugh’s staff in 2018 as tight
ends coach on the recom-
mendation of Dan Enos,
who spent about six weeks
after the 2017 season as a
member of Harbaugh’s
staff before bouncing to
Alabama for another gig.

Moore quickly won
over Harbaugh.

“First time we sit down,
we meet each other,” Har-
baugh recalled. “And then I
asked him, just show me
your technique of a zone
block and a gap block for a
tight end. And he jumped
up and just started demon-
strating and went through
this teaching progression
that was, boom, one, two,
three, four, and memorable,
learnable. But first time I
met him I was blown away.
Knocked my socks off.”

In 2021, the year Michi-
gan bounced back from a
terrible pandemic-short-
ened season that almost
cost Harbaugh his job,
Moore was promoted to
offensive line coach and co-
offensive coordinator.

Michig an’s offensive
line has been one of the best
in the country since, the
driving force behind a team
that won three straight Big
Ten titles and three games
in a row against rival Ohio
S t at e.

Moore might seem to be
the obvious choice, but
Michigan — similar to
Alabama — could tempt
just about any coach in the
country if it chooses to look
o u t s i d e.

For weeks while Kalen
DeBoer led Washington to
the national championship
game and contract exten-
sion talks were tabled,
there was speculation the
South Dakota native would
be an appealing possible
replacement for Harbaugh.
DeBoer, instead, became
S ab a n’s replacement at
A l ab a m a .

Jedd Fisch, who went
from Arizona to Washing-
ton to replace DeBoer,
might have been an inter-
esting candidate for Michi-
gan, too. Fisch worked for
Harbaugh in 2015 and ‘16
and just pulled off a
remarkable rebuild in
three seasons at Arizona.

But those moves also
showed why it might be
best for Michigan to stay in-
house. A coaching change
triggers the opening of a 30-
day transfer portal window
for players at the school
with the vacancy.

Alabama, Washington
and Arizona have all had
key players jump in the por-
tal as new staffs scramble to
hold together rosters at a
time when it is difficult to
find quality replacements.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

TCU women go from school-record
14-0 start and AP ranking to
forfeits and open tryouts
Associated Press

FORT WORTH, Texas —
TCU was on quite a roll in
coach Mark Campbell’s
first season, off to a school-
record 14-0 start and in the
AP Top 25 poll.

Only a couple of weeks
later, after injuries side-
lined 20-point scorers
Sedona Prince and Madi-
son Conner, and veteran
point guard Jaden Owens,
the Horned Frogs were hav-
ing to forfeit two games and
hold open tryouts on cam-
pus just to fill some roster
s p o t s.

“It just shows how
quickly a season can turn,”
Campbell said Tuesday
night, after the Frogs
played and won their first
game in 10 days.

There were four new
walk-on players on the ros-
ter from the more than
40 who attended tryouts last
week, though only TCU vol-
leyball player Sarah
Sylvester appeared briefly
in the 66-60 win over UCF.

“Just been decimated by
the injury bug, you have
open tryouts midyear, we
h ave n’t played 5-on-5, and
you show up and you get a
Big 12 win,” Campbell said.
“It’s been a special, hard
two weeks.”

Prince, a 6-foot-7 grad-
uate transfer from Oregon,
broke the ring finger on her
right hand in the opening
seconds of TCU’s first game
this calendar year, a
matchup of undefeated Big
12 teams at Baylor. She still
played the entire game, and
finished with 20 points and
10 rebounds in the 71-50 loss
on Jan. 3.

Owens, the Baylor trans-
fer who was the Big 12’s
active leader in assists, suf-
fered a torn ACL and
meniscus in her right knee
in the first half at Houston
on Jan. 13, the Frogs’ four th
consecutive loss. Conner,
the junior guard who came
to TCU from Arizona, then
injured her MCL in prac-
tice after the team returned
home and sophomore
guard DaiJa Turner
announced she had season-
ending ankle surgery.

The Frogs were down to
only six available scholar-
ship players, with two of
those on limited minutes
coming off injuries, going
into a scheduled home
game against Top 10 team
Kansas State. Though the
Wildcats were already in
Fort Worth to play, TCU for-
feited that game and one
last Saturday at Iowa State.

While those count as losses
in the Big 12 standings,
they aren’t reflected in
TCU’s overall 15-4 record.

“It was the right deci-
sion to make, it was a hard
decision to make,” TCU ath-
letic director Jeremiah
Donati said. “Not unprece-
dented. It’s unusual.”

UConn had a game
against DePaul postponed
last season when the
Huskies were under the Big
East Conference’s mini-
mum of seven available
scholarship student-ath-
letes. Xavier didn’t have
enough available players
when it canceled a non-con-
ference game at Arizona
State last month, and Jack-
sonville last week had
health and safety concerns
in its program before its
game against North
Florida was rescheduled.

There is no minimum
roster threshold in the Big
12, something Donati
expects to be addressed by
the conference. Under cur-
rent rules, a Big 12 school
unable to field a team for-
feits if no extraordinary
circumstances exist,
instead of being able to
reschedule games.

“I know these decisions
a re n’t easy, but it is impact-
ful. I don’t know what we
spent to travel down there,
but it’s a significant
amount of money. ... Then
players missed opportuni-
ties. I hate injuries, you
know everybody goes
through them,” Kansas
State coach Jeff Mittie said.
“The Big 12’s got to take a
hard look and get our input
as coaches and figure out a
way that these things don’t
h ap p e n . ”

Prince, Conner and
Owens were the only TCU
players averaging more

than 30 minutes a game
before they got hurt. Prince
and Conner should both
return before the end of the
season.

For now, the lineup and
the gameplan is much dif-
ferent for the Frogs.

“MC (Campbell) always
says the journey of the sea-
son, like there’s going to be
injuries, obviously proba-
bly not to this capacity usu-
a l ly, ” said senior guard
Agnes Emma-Nnopu, one
of four TCU players on the
floor for at least 34 minutes
against UCF.

The Frogs scored the
g ame’s last nine points,
going ahead to stay when
freshman guard Victoria
Flores had a steal and
breakaway layup with 1:18
left. She had been playing
behind Owens while also
overcoming having surgery
twice to repair torn ACLs.

“I am just beyond proud
of this group of kids,”
Campbell said.

Sylvester, a 6-3 sopho-
more who was working out
with the school’s volleyball
team last week when she
heard about the basketball
tryouts, played only the
final 1:08 of the third quar-
ter. Two of the other added
walk-ons played on state
championship prep teams,
and another is a freshman
guard who had more than
1,500 points in high school
while twice being a district
player of the year in nearby
Granbury, Texas.

“T hey’re suiting up
because we need numbers,”
Campbell said, soon after
holding two fingers slightly
apart from each other. “But
they’re this far away from
full tilt, get in there and
let’s rock and roll.”

AP photo

TCU guard Una Jovanovic (5) is greeted at the bench by
injured teammates Knisha Godfrey, DaiJa Turner, Madison
Conner, Jaden Owens, Sedona Prince and Paige Bradley,
from left, during the second half of the team’s NCAA
college basketball game against Central Florida in Fort
Worth, Texas, Tuesday.

GOLF

Yu shoots 8-under 64 for a
1-shot lead over Cantlay, Hisatsune
at the Farmers Insurance Open
Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Kevin Yu
of Taiwan shot a bogey-free,
8-under 64 on the North
Course at Torrey Pines to
take a one-shot lead over
Patrick Cantlay and Ryo
Hisatsune in the opening
round of the Farmers
Insurance Open on
We d n e s d ay.

The eight lowest scores
came on the North Course,
which generally plays a few
strokes easier than the
South Course on the munic-
ipal layouts on a bluff high
above the Pacific Ocean.
Players have a round on
each course before the cut.
The final two rounds will be
played on the South
C o u r s e.

Cantlay, ranked No. 6 in
the world, had just one
bogey and fared better than
No. 5 Xander Schauffele
and defending champion
and seventh-ranked Max
Homa, both of whom played
the South Course. Schauf-
fele, a local who played at
San Diego State, shot a 3-
under 69 while Homa had

all three of his bogeys in the
first seven holes in carding
a 2-under 70.

The best score on the
South Course was a 5-under
67 by Nicolai Hojgaard of
Denmark, who arrived
Monday from Dubai and
was able to play only nine
holes on the North Course
on Tuesday. The Farmers
ends Saturday to avoid
being shown opposite the
NFL conference champi-
onship games.

Yu, a 25-year-old who
played at Arizona State, is
seeking his first PGA Tour
win. He tied for third at The
American Express last
week, two shots behind
Kevin Dunlap, the first
amateur to win on the PGA
Tour in 33 years.

“I fell short last week;
bogeyed the last hole on
Sunday. But yeah, I’ve been
playing very good and just
keep building momentum,”
Yu said. “If I hit a lot of
fairways, I can have a lot of
chances to get on the green
and try to make some
p u t t s. ”

Cantlay avoided the
roughs that were soaked
during a storm that over-
whelmed parts of the city
M o n d ay.

Cantlay, who grew up in
Orange County and played
at UCLA, hasn’t played the
Farmers since 2019
although he did play in the
U.S. Open at Torrey Pines
in 2021.

“Obviously, different
conditions this week,”
Cantlay said. “It will be a
lot more wet this week. The
scores should be quite a bit
lower. But you play the golf
course from the fairway
and you can have a bunch of
chances around here.”

He said the key to his
round was playing well on
the three par 5s, although
he three-putted No. 17 for
par, which he called “kind
of a bummer.” His only
bogey was on the par-3
No. 3.

Hisatsune, a 21-year-old
from Japan who’s also seek-
ing his first PGA Tour win,
had just one bogey.
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Never Forget Mini Fact:
Anne Frank’s 
father, Otto, 
survived the 
Holocaust and 
made sure his 
daughter’s 
diary was 
published.

Next Week:
Our states: 

Rhode Island

 Every year on Jan. 27, people around the 
world remember the victims of the Holocaust 
in World War II. This date was chosen 
because people in the concentration camp at 
Auschwitz, Poland, were liberated, or freed, 
on that day in 1945. 
 This week, The Mini Page learns more 
about the United Nations’ International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day and the events 
it observes
World War II
 Although the war started in September 
1939, the United States didn’t become involved 
until Dec. 7, 1941, after a surprise attack by 
the Japanese destroyed many airplanes and 
ships at the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor in 
Hawaii. It was called a world war because so 

many countries all around the 
globe were involved in it.

     In 1934, a politician in 
Germany, Adolf Hitler, declared 
himself führer, or leader, 
of the country and directed 
the government away from 
democracy. 

A dreadful goal
 Part of Hitler’s plan was to take over 
Poland and the Soviet Union, along with 
other European nations, and eliminate Jewish 
people from the region. Jewish people had 
been discriminated against for hundreds of 
years, and after World War I, Hitler’s Nazi

Party in Germany wanted to create a world 
where there weren’t any Jews. 
 Hitler’s plan started with enacting laws 
that prohibited 
Jewish people 
from owning 
businesses and 
homes. They 
were forced to 
wear a gold Star 
of David on 
their clothing to 
identify them as 
Jews. Jewish neighborhoods were attacked 
and the people massacred. 
 Eventually, the Nazis started rounding 
up Jewish people and moving them to 
concentration camps. They were told they’d 
have good jobs and be taken care of, but 
the camps were crowded, dirty and full of 
disease. Many people were killed as soon as 
they arrived at the camp.
 By the time the war ended, the Nazis had 
murdered 6 million Jewish people, along with 
disabled people, other ethnic minorities and 
LGBTQ people. Many of the concentration 
camp victims were children.
What does Holocaust mean?
 The word Holocaust comes from the 
Greek language. It means “burnt offering.” 
This word is now used to refer to the 
extermination, or killing, of Jewish and other 
people during World War II.

One girl’s story
 Have you read a book called “The 
Diary of a Young Girl”? The book collects 
the writings of Anne Frank, a 13-year-old 
Jewish girl who went into hiding with her 
family in July 1942.
 Anne was born in Germany, but 
her family moved to Amsterdam, the 

Netherlands, after 
Hitler came into 
power. She and her 
parents, along with 
her sister, Margot, 
lived in secret rooms 
behind a bookcase in 
the building where her 
father’s business was. 
    Anne kept a diary 
and wrote about 
their two years in 

hiding. Another family, the Van Pelses, 
joined them in the hiding place, and later, 
a family friend named Fritz Pfeffer also 
moved in. Four people who worked for 
the business knew that the Jewish people 
were hidden there and supplied them 
food and other necessities.
 The families were discovered on Aug. 
4, 1944, and in September, Anne’s family 
was moved to Auschwitz. Later, Anne 
and her sister were transferred to another 
camp, where Anne died in February or 
March, 1945. Her sister also died there.

Words that remind us of Holocaust Remembrance Day are hidden 
in this puzzle. Some words are hidden backward or diagonally, and 
some letters are used twice. See if you can find:

Teachers: Follow and 
interact with The Mini Page 
on Facebook!

For later:
Look in your newspaper for items about the 
U.N. Holocaust Remembrance Day.

Mini Jokes

Poppy:  How does a polar 
bear build his house?

Paul: Igloos it together!

Try ’n’ Find

You’ll need:
• 2 tablespoons reduced-fat milk
• 3 tablespoons chunky peanut butter
• 1 1/4 cups light whipped topping
• 3 cups cold reduced-fat milk

•  1 (5.1 ounce) package 
chocolate-flavored 
instant pudding mix

Cook’s Corner
Peanut Butter Pudding Parfait

The caterpillar larvae that 
metamorphose into butterflies are struggling 
to survive climate change, a new study 
concludes. Researchers at the University of 
Cambridge say that the larvae are unable 
to regulate their temperature, leaving them 
helpless against weather extremes. They 
warn that this could mean fewer “beautiful, 
charismatic butterflies,” which could impact 
pollination and the birds that eat the larvae. 
Scientists suggest creating microclimates and 
structures in green spaces, such as backyard 
gardens and parks, so these creatures can 
have a bit of shade.

Eco Note

The Mini Page® © 2024 Andrews McMeel Syndication 
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7 Little Words for Kids

1. they fly in a “V” (5)
2. not straight (7)
3. hold in your arms (5)
4. calm (8)
5. opposite of straight, as in hair (5)
6. a place to write your thoughts (7)
7. thick sheet of ice (7)

ACE CI ESE PE

GLA OKED CU NAL

CAR GE RY ER

RLY JOUR FUL CRO

Use the letters in the boxes to make a word with the same meaning as 
the clue. The numbers in parentheses represent the number of letters in 
the solution. Each letter combination can be used only once, but all letter 
combinations will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

Answers: geese, crooked, carry, peaceful, curly, journal, glacier.
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On the Web:
• bit.ly/MPHolocaust
• bit.ly/MPAnne

At the library:
• “Anne Frank” by Wil Mara

Resources

What to do:
1.  Stir the 2 tablespoons milk with the peanut butter until mixed well. Gently blend in the whipped 

topping.
2. Make pudding according to directions with 3 cups of milk in a separate bowl.
3. Spoon whipped topping mixture and pudding alternately into parfait glasses.
4. Chill for 1 hour before serving. Serves 6 to 8.

 G E R M A N Y O P M H C O R H  
 L I B E R A T E D J S P F E O  
 C O N C E N T R A T I O N L M  
 M Z S S E N I S U B W N E T E  
 C D N A L O P X D X E W D I N  
 A J B J A N N E C Y J A D H A  
 M A S S A C R E K T W R I L Z  
 P X N I R E R H U F S B H M I  
 G Y R A I D Z T I W H C S U A  
 L A W S H T S U A C O L O H Z 
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Help Wanted

Misc. for sale

pets

Misc. Wanted 
to Buy

MoBile HoMes 
for rent

lots & acreage

cars

trucks, Vans & 
suVs

aspHalt paVing

deMolition

excaVating

Hauling

HoMe 
iMproVeMents

HoMe 
iMproVeMents

ISO 1982 DODge 
Rampage  

717-953-4673

painting

painting pluMBing

pRO V TRee 
SeRVIceS LLc 

Family Owned & Operated! 
10% Seniors Citizens & 

Veterans Discount
Lic. & Ins. Free Est. 

304-288-7825
304-288-7696

roofing & 
siding

stuMp reMoVal

tree serVices

mORgaNTOWN’S 
pLUmBeR  

We handle all your 
plumbing needs!

Treat yourself to a 
New Bathroom and/or 

Kitchen! 
You DeSeRVe it! 

WV#PL15831 
Call/Text Anytime 
Jason Thompson 
(304)322-5249 

Morgantownsplumber.
com

  

 
 

DemOLITION
 

aSBeSTOS INSpec-
TION & RemOVaL

 
eXcaVaTINg

 
LaND cLeaRINg

 
SepTIc TaNKS

 
HeaVY HaULINg

 
DUmpSTeRS

 
WV033905

c & m TRee 
Super Winter Rates!

Fully Insured
Free Estimates
caLL NOW

304-216-5280
www.candmtree.com

BaRNeTT 
eXcaVaTINg LLc 

 

Attention 
Homeowners!

 

Guaranteed Call 
Back 

& Free Estimates!!!
 

*cert. Septic Installers 
class I & II

*concrete Driveway/
Sidewalk Removal & 

Repair grading
* Foundations 

*Drainage correction  
*Site prep Land clearing 

*Underground Utilities
* gravel Services
 *Retaining Walls
*Waterline Repair

*Hauling
 

Full Ins. WV#010427 
Find us on 

304-216-9696
304-319-0976 

HaRRIS HOUSeHOLD 
SOLUTIONS 

Painting Inside or Out 
General Repairs 

Call Today 
 304-216-1410 

ask for Allen
Fully Insured

10% Discounts for 
Veterans and Seniors

 3D-K paINTINg LLc 
 

Call for a free estimate 
on any interior, exterior, 
painting, wall repairs, 
pressure washing and 

staining! We do the best 
for desired results!!
304-376-3738 
Call today while we 

still have openings this 
season!

 
 
Home Remodeling

& 
Repair Services

 
Interior/exterior

 
Free estimates! 

 
««Discounts«« 

for military & Seniors
 

304-322-7474
 

WV 056070 & OSHA Cert. 

LOOKINg FOR LaND 
TO BUILD 

ReTIRemeNT HOme 
around 1-2 acres on Rt 
119 South between Boy 
Scout Camp Rd and the 
Mon/Taylor County Line.
With most utilities avail-
able. Good side roads 

are acceptable.
Send Text message to 

304-627-0418

RIcHaRD 
SmaLLS paVINg 

 
Your cheaper Little 

asphalt paver!
 

Seniors & Veterans 
Discounts

 
Driveways, parking 
Lots, patchwork &

Seal coating
 

Work guaranteed
Free estimates

 
Licensed and Insured
www.smallspaving.

com
 

304-292-1109
304-613-0202
304-366-1717
WV#014145

aBSOLUTeLY 
A BETTER DEAL
LaUReL HOme

ImpROVemeNTS
Free Est. WV005031 

Insured. 304-296-2050
LHIroofing.com

“We NaIL IT”

aRea’S #1 
ROOFINg & 

SIDINg 
cONTRacTOR 

Leading the 
competition in 

  Sales 
        Service 
              Satisfaction

for over 50 years! 

Proud to be an Owens 
Corning Preferred 
Contractor and a 

Master Elite Roofing 
Contractor. 

FRee eSTImaTeS 

Laurel Home 
Improvements 

304-296-2050
We Nail It !!!

WV # 005031 Insured
LHIwenailit.com

mOBILe HOme 
FOR ReNT 
2 Bedroom

6 Miles from Town
$560 Plus Gas & Electric
Deposit & Lease No Pets

304-216-1355

FOR SaLe 
Kitchen, 

15Ft Base & Top,
Door & Storm, Patio 
Door, & Garage Door 

w/ Opener
304-216-1355

2012 SILVeR 
meRceDeS 

GLK 350 Auto, Approx 
84K Miles

Good Dependable Car
Never Wrecked

asking $10,500
304-276-0738

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
Buying comic Books

call or Text
304-598-8925

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

TRISTaTe TRee 
SeRVIce 

 
STUmp gRINDINg

 
Any Size Stump

 
Optional Cleanup

 
Fit through 35” Gate

 
Licensed & Insured

 
Tristatetreewv.com

 
304-376-6700

pemBROKe WeLSH 
cORgI pUppIeS 

AKC, Family Raised, 
Shots, De-Wormed, & 

Vet Checked
Ready Now $700

CALL 814-483-3064

VIDeO DRaIN 
INSpecTION & 

cLeaNINg 
Underground

Water/Sewer Line
Replacement

or Repair
*utilities

WV#010427
304-216-9696
304-319-0976
Barnett Excavating, 

LLC

FOR SaLe
cLaSS RINg 

Morgantown HS 1978
White Gold

Sapphire w/ Floating 
Mohigan, Size 6

Great Cond, Appraised
$500

304-290-4092

cReeK SIDINg
& ROOFINg 
µResidential
µcontractor

µVinyl Siding Insti-
tute Certified
µNcWV HBa 

  member
þLicensed & Insured
µSeamless 

gutters
µgutter covers/

cleaning
µSiding & Roofing

credit cards
accepted

(304) 599-4999
#WV057088

aBSOLUTeLY
aNYTHINg
HaULeD! 

Basement & attic
cleaning,

Brush Removal, 
gravel & mulch

304-282-7135 
morgantown

aLL-TRee 
SeRVIceS 

 
Tree Trimming & 

Removal
Stump Grinding 
Chipping Service

 
Fully Insured

Free estimates
304-292-3131
304-698-5155

HaRTLeY paINTINg 
LLc 

 
Residential & 

 
commercial 

 
 

Interior & exterior
 

power Washing 
 

Staining
 

cleaning Services
 

Over 20 Yrs 
experience

 
Free estimates

 
 

304-216-1068
 

WV054653

ImmeDIaTe DRIVeR 
NeeDeD 

Federal Background 
Check Required, 

At least 3 yrs 
Driving Exp.

304-771-3709

L I T I G AT I O N

Lawsuit seeks to protect dolphins by limiting
use of flood-control spillway near New Orleans
Associated Press

JACKSON, Miss. —
Opening a spillway as a
flood-control measure in
2019 sent polluted fresh
water from the Mississippi
River into the Gulf of Mex-
ico and killed bottlenose
dolphins that live in salt-
water, according to a new
l aw s u i t .

Several local govern-
ments and business groups
on the Mississippi Gulf Coast
filed the federal lawsuit Mon-
day against the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

The lawsuit argues that
the Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act requires federal
agencies, including the
Corps of Engineers, to
obtain a U.S. Department of
Commerce permit when
their actions may disrupt
the behavioral patterns of
an animal such as the
bottlenose dolphin.

“The massive volumes of
polluted fresh water
diverted through the Bon-
net Carré Spillway and into
the Mississippi Sound
caused direct and indirect
mortality of resident
bottlenose dolphins,” the
lawsuit says. “Many of the

dolphins that did survive
developed extremely
painful and debilitating
skin lesions.”

The lawsuit seeks a
court order that would
require the Corps of Engi-
neers to comply with any
obligation to obtain a per-
mit before any further
opening of the Bonnet
Carré Spillway — some-
thing that could slow down
use of the flood-control
str ucture.

The Associated Press sent
an email Wednesday to the
U.S. Department of Justice,
which represents the Corps
of Engineers, seeking a
response to the lawsuit. A
spokesperson said the
department declined to
comment.

The Bonnet Carré Spill-
way is upriver from New
Orleans. Opening the spill-
way diverts Mississippi
River water to Lake
Pontchartrain and Lake
Borgne, after which it flows
to the Mississippi Sound in
the Gulf of Mexico.

It is rarely used. But
when the river is high,
opening the spillway eases
pressure on the levees that
protect New Orleans.

However, opening the
spillway also carries pol-
lutants and nutrients into
the Mississippi Sound and
reduces salinity. The result
can be damage to oyster,
fish and crab habitats, and
algae blooms that affect
marine life and beaches.

Opening of the Bonnet
Carré Spillway has caused
conflict between leaders in
Louisiana, who want to pro-
tect the state’s largest city,
and those in Mississippi,
who want to protect fisheries
and other commercial inter-
ests that rely on the Gulf of
M e x i c o.

The new lawsuit is sim-
ilar to one that some of the
same coastal Mississippi
governments and business
groups filed in 2019 against
the Corps of Engineers. The
earlier lawsuit said the
corps was required to con-
sult with the National
Marine Fisheries Service
before opening the
s p i l lw ay.

In January 2023, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Louis Guirola Jr.
of Gulfport, Mississippi,
ruled in favor of those who
sued. The 5th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals affirmed
that ruling in June.

AP photo

Workers open bays of the Bonnet Carre Spillway to divert rising water from the Mississippi
River to Lake Pontchartrain, upriver from New Orleans, in Norco, La., May 10, 2019.
Several local governments and business groups on the Mississippi Gulf Coast filed a
lawsuit Monday.

THE NEW LAWSUIT IS SIMILAR TO ONE THAT SOME OF THE SAME COASTAL
MISSISSIPPI GOVERNMENTS AND BUSINESS GROUPS FILED IN 2019 ...
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TRUSTEE’S SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE

The undersigned Substitute Trustee, by virtue of the authority vesting in it by 
that certain Deed of Trust recorded on October 11, 2007, in the Office of the 
Clerk of the County of Commission of Monongalia County, West Virginia, in 
Book No. 1592 at Page 306, George David Campbell and Donna Kay Campbell 
did convey unto Peter D. Dinardi, as Original Trustee,  certain real property 
described in said Deed of Trust; and the beneficiary has elected to appoint Elk 
River Trustees Inc., as Substitute Trustee by virtue of a Substitution of Trustee 
recorded on November 30, 2023, in Book 2587 at Page 267 in the aforesaid 
Clerk’s Office;  the undersigned Substitute Trustee has been requested, in 
writing, by the beneficiary of said Deed of Trust to sell the real estate described 
below, as there has been a default under the terms and conditions of said Deed 
of Trust.  Therefore, the undersigned Substitute Trustee having been instructed 
by U.S. Bank National Association, as Indenture Trustee for the CIM Trust 
2019-R3 Mortgage-Backed Notes, Series 2019-R3 to foreclose thereunder will 
offer for sale, at a public auction at the front door of the Monongalia County 
Courthouse in Morgantown, West Virginia, on

February 8, 2024 at 11:00 AM

the following described real estate, together with its easements, improvements, 
and appurtenances thereunto belonging, situate in Morgan Tax District, 
Monongalia County, West Virginia, and more particularly bounded and 
described as follows:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

THAT CERTAIN TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND, TOGETHER WITH THE 
BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, SITUATE IN MORGAN 
TAX DISTRICT, MONONGALIA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, AND MORE 
PARTICULARLY BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS, TO-WIT:

BEGINNING AT AN IRON POST SET ON THE NORTHEAST SIDE OF THE 
MORGANTOWN AND KINGWOOD PIKE, COUNTY ROAD #81, AND ALSO 
BEING AN ORIGINAL CORNER BETWEEN GRANTOR AND ALLENE 
MUSGRAVE, THENCE WITH TWO LINES OF SAID PIKE RIGHT OF WAY, N. 
5° 10’ W. 87.60 FEET TO A STAKE, THENCE N. 13° 45’ W. 46 FEET TO AN 
IRON ROD IN THE CENTER OF A PRIVATE ROAD LEADING TO ORIGINAL 
GEORGE POOLE FARM HOUSE, THENCE WITH THE CENTER LINE OF 
SAME, N. 59° 25’ E. 193 FEET TO AN IRON ROD, THENCE N. 62° 25’ E. 
220.70 FEET TO AN IRON ROD; THENCE RUNNING TWO DIVISION LINES, 
S. 22° 30’ E. 267 FEET TO AN IRON PIPE, THENCE S. 73° 50’ W. 254.50 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD IN AN ORIGINAL LINE BETWEEN THE GRANTOR 
AND MUSGRAVE; AND THENCE S. 85° 45’ W. 201.25 FEET TO THE 
BEGINNING, CONTAINING 2.092 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, AS SURVEYED 
BY PAUL W. GUSEMAN, L.L.S., ON MAY 7, 1979, A PLAT OF WHICH SURVEY 
IS ATTACHED TO THE DEED HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO.

THE GRANTORS FURTHER GRANT AND CONVEY UNTO THE SAID 
GRANTEES, AS APPURTENANT TO THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED TRACT OR 
PARCEL OF LAND, ALL OF THEIR RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST IN AND TO 
A RIGHT OF WAY, OR PRIVATE ROAD, ALONG THE NORTHERN SIDE OF 
SAID 2.092 ACRE TRACT AS HERETOFORE EXCEPTED AND RESERVED 
BY THE GRANTORS HEREIN.

THERE IS EXCEPTED AND RESERVED FROM THE OPERATION OF 
THIS DEED ALL COAL, OIL, GAS, AND OTHER MINERAL WITHIN AND 
UNDERLYING SAID TRACT, AS HERETOFORE EXCEPT AND RESERVED 
IN FORMER DEEDS.

SUBJECT TO EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS AND COVENANTS OF 
RECORD, IF ANY.

At the time of the execution of the Deed of Trust this property was reported to 
have an address of 1045 Kingwood Pike, Morgantown, West Virginia 26505.

The above referenced real estate will be conveyed with no covenants of 
warranty and subject to any and all easements, rights of way, conditions, 
covenants, restrictions, exceptions, reservations, leases and other servitudes, 
which may be a matter of record in the aforesaid Clerk’s Office or visible upon 
the ground.   The sale of the referenced real estate will also be subject to all 
prior liens and including any and all other deeds of trust, judgments, liens, and 
all other encumbrances of any nature whatsoever, if any, having priority over 
the subject Deed of Trust. 

The subject property will be sold in an “AS IS” condition.  The Substitute 
Trustee makes no representations and warranties of any kind or character 
including, but not limited to, the condition of the real estate or the title to the 
real estate to be conveyed. The Substitute Trustee shall be under no duty to 
cause any existing tenant or person occupying the subject property to vacate 
said property. 

In the event that there are federal tax liens against the property, the United 
States has the right to redeem the property within a period of one hundred 
twenty (120) days from the date of the sale.  The Substitute Trustee reserves the 
right to adjourn the sale for a time, or from time to time, without further notice, by 
announcement at the time and place of the foreclosure sale described herein. 

TERMS OF SALE

 1.  $4,000.00 (Four Thousand Dollars) in cash and/or certified funds made 
payable to “Elk River Trustees, Inc.” due as a deposit at the time of sale, with the 
balance of the final sale price due and payable within thirty (30) days of sale.  
Personal checks will not be accepted. 

 2.   The purchaser at the sale shall be responsible for payment of all real 
estate taxes.

 3.   The purchaser shall be responsible for payment of the recording cost of 
the deed and also for payment of the tax on the privilege of transferring the real 
property (transfer tax) imposed by West Virginia Code § 11-22-2.

 4. The parties secured by the Deed of Trust reserve the right to purchase 
the property at the foreclosure sale.

ELK RIVER TRUSTEES, INC.
714 Venture Drive, #132
Morgantown, WV 26508
Telephone:  304-241-6962  
Fax:  330-436-0301
Reference file # 23-02005
cc:  The Dominion Post (January 25, 2024; February 1, 2024)

30164 JANUARY 18, 25

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Morgantown Utility Board
City of Morgantown

Monongalia County, West Virginia
 

The Morgantown Utility Board (MUB) will receive sealed 
Bids until 2:00 p.m., Thursday, February 1st, 2024, at 
the MUB Office, 278 Greenbag Road, P.O. Box 852, 
Morgantown, West Virginia 26507-0852, for tree re-
moval services within the proposed limits of disturbance 
of the Upper Popenoe Run Sanitary Sewer Replacement 
and Stream Restoration project in Morgantown, West 
Virginia. Bids will be publicly opened shortly thereafter 
and read aloud.
 
Prospective Bidders must register with MUB by submit-
ting a written Expression of Interest (EOI), which must 
be received by MUB no later than 4:00pm, January 19, 
2024. Once the EOI is received, MUB will provide the 
project specifications and bid documents. A mandatory 
Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on January 29, 2024 at 
2:00 p.m. The EOI may be sent as an email to the con-
tact person below.
 
EOI should be sent to:
 

Morgantown Utility Board
Attn: Rich Rogers

P. O. Box 852
Morgantown, WV 26507-0852

email: rrogers@mub.org
 

Bids are to be addressed to the Morgantown Utility 
Board, 278 Greenbag Road, P.O. Box 852, Morgan-
town, West Virginia 26507-0852, and shall be marked 
“Sealed Bid – Tree Removal Services, Upper Popenoe 
Run Sanitary Sewer and Stream Restoration Project.” 
Specifications and Conditions may be obtained digitally 
or at the office of the Morgantown Utility Board upon 
request.
 
Morgantown Utility Board reserves the right to reject 
any or all Bids and to waive any informality in bids.
 

MORGANTOWN UTILITY BOARD
Morgantown, West Virginia

 
Michael W. McNulty

General Manager

30338                Jan. 25, Feb. 1

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MONONGALIA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
DIVISION NO. 2

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA and
MON METRO DRUG TASK FORCE,
  Petitioners,

Vs.                 Civil Action No. 24-P-14

TWO THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED
SIXTY-TWO DOLLARS ($2,662.00) IN U.S.
CURRENCY,
  Respondent.

NOTICE

TO ANY CLAIMANT OF THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED WITHIN THE PETITION:

 You have the right to file an Answer to the Petition setting forth your 
right to possession of the property within thirty days from the service hereof. If 
you fail to file an Answer, a Final Order forfeiting the property to the State will 
be entered, and such Order is not sutiject to appeal.

FURTHER NOTICE

TO ANY OTHER CLAIMANT OF THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED WITHIN THE 
PETITION:

 Any other person having a putative claim to the above-referenced 
property shall clearly state his or her identity and an address where legal 
process can be served upon him or her. Any such person shall refer to the 
specific Petition to determine a description of the seized property, the agency 
responsible for the seizure, the time and place of the seizure, the identity of the
person in possession of the property at the time of seizure. The State has 
requested an Order directing forfeiture of the property to the State, investing 
ownership of the property in the State.

These Notices are in compliance with West Virginia Code §60A-7-705(b) and 
(c).

    ____________________________
    Brandon Benchoff
    Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MONONGALIA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
DIVISION NO. ___

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA and
MON METRO DRUG TASK FORCE,
  Petitioners,

Vs.                  Civil Action No. 24-P-14

TWO THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED
SIXTY-TWO DOLLARS ($2,662.00) IN U.S.
CURRENCY,
  Respondent.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

 The object of the above-entitled action is forfeiture. It appearing 
by a petition filed in the above-styled action that the property seized and the 
subject of this suit is Two Thousand Six Hundred Sixty-Two Dollars ($2,662.00) 
in U.S. Currency. The Mon Metro Drug Task Force is responsible for the seizure 
from Shaw’s person and from 5000 Domain Drive, Apt. 315, Morgantown, WV 
from Ryan Rasheed Shaw.

 It is ORDERED that any claimant shall serve upon the State of 
West Virginia, J. Brandon Benchoff, Petitioner’s Attorney, whose address is 
Monongalia County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, 75 High Street, Suite 11, 
Morgantown, WV 26505, an answer or other defense to the petition filed in the 
above-styled action within thirty days of the date of service of the petition or
within thirty days of the publication, otherwise judgment by default will be 
taken against the property at any time thereafter. A copy of the petition can be 
obtained from the undersigned Clerk at her office.

 Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 12th day of January, 
2024.

    _____________________________
    Clerk of Court

30339                Jan. 25, Feb. 1

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MONONGALIA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
DIVISION NO. 1

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA and
MON METRO DRUG TASK FORCE,
  Petitioners,
Vs.                Civil Action No. 24-P-15

THIRTEEN THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED
SEVENTEEN DOLLARS ($13,417.00) IN U.S.
CURRENCY, ONE (1) KIMBER SOLO 9MM
PISTOL (SIN Sl162814) WITH MAGAZINE,
AND ONE (1) 2017 SUBARU OUTBACK
AUTOMOBILE (VIN 4S4BSENC4H3276562),
  Respondent.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

 The object of the above-entitled action is forfeiture. It appearing 
by a petition filed in the above-styled action that the property seized and the 
subject of this suit is Thirteen Thousand Four Hundred Seventeen Dollars 
($13,417.00) in U.S. Currency, one (1) Kimber Solo 9mm pistol (SIN S1162814) 
with magazine, and one (1) 2017 Subaru Outback automobile (VIN 4S4B-
SENC4H3276562). The Mon Metro Drug Task Force is responsible for the 
seizure from 2331 District Drive, Morgantown, WV from Rodney Johnson, 
Rasheab Bradsher, James Peoples II, Jathan Gonzalez, Adrieonna Fitzgerald, 
and Micha Thompson.

 It is ORDERED that any claimant shall serve upon the State of 
West Virginia, J. Brandon Benchoff, Petitioner’s Attorney, whose address is 
Monongalia County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, 75 High Street, Suite 11, 
Morgantown, WV 26505, an answer or other defense to the petition filed in the 
above-styled action within thirty days of the date of service of the petition or
within thirty days of the publication, otherwise judgment by default will be 
taken against the property at any time thereafter. A copy of the petition can be 
obtained from the undersigned Clerk at her office.

 Entered by the Clerk of said Court on the 12th day of January, 
2024.

    _____________________________
    Clerk of Court

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MONONGALIA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
DIVISION NO. 1

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA and
MON METRO DRUG TASK FORCE,
  Petitioners,
Vs.                 Civil Action No. 24-P-15

THIRTEEN THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED
SEVENTEEN DOLLARS ($13,417.00) IN U.S.
CURRENCY, ONE (1) KIMBER SOLO 9MM
PISTOL (SIN S1162814) WITH MAGAZINE,
AND ONE (1) 2017 SUBARU OUTBACK
AUTOMOBILE (VIN 4S4BSENC4H3276562),
  Respondent.

NOTICE

TO ANY CLAIMANT OF THE PROrERTY DESCRIBED WITHIN THE PETITION:

 You have the right to file an Answer to the Petition setting forth your 
right to possession of the property within thirty days from the service hereof. If 
you fail to file an Answer, a Final Order forfeiting the property to the State will 
be entered, and such Order is not subject to appeal.

FURTHER NOTICE

TO ANY OTHER CLAIMANT OF THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED WITHIN THE 
PETITION:

 Any other person having a putative claim to the above-referenced 
property shall clearly state his or her identity and an address where legal 
process can be served upon him or her. Any such person shall refer to the 
specific Petition to determine a description of the seized property, the agency 
responsible for the seizure, the time and place of the seizure, the identity of the
person in possession of the property at the time of seizure. The State has 
requested an Order directing forfeiture of the property to the State, investing 
ownership of the property in the State.

These Notices are in compliance with West Virginia Code §60A-7-705(b) and 
(c).

    _____________________________
    J. Brandon Benchoff
    Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

30340 JANUARY 25

AIR QUALITY PERMIT NOTICE

Notice of Application
 
 

Notice is given that Greer Industries, Inc. dba Greer 
Limestone Company has applied to the West Virginia 
Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Air 
Quality, for a Modification Permit to replace two vibrat-
ing screens at a Limestone Crushing/Screening Opera-
tion located at 5630 Earl L Core Road (State Route 7), 
near Masontown, Monongalia County, West Virginia. The 
latitude and longitude coordinates are: 39.572486° 
North, 79.846977° West.
 
The applicant estimates the increased potential to dis-
charge the following Regulated Air Pollutants will be: 
Particulate Matter (PM) of 0.0 tons per year (tpy) and 
Particulate Matter less than 10 microns (PM10) of 0.0 
tpy.
 
Startup of operation is planned to begin on or about the 
15th day of June 2024. Written comments will be re-
ceived by the West Virginia Department of Environmen-
tal Protection, Division of Air Quality, 601 57th Street, 
SE, Charleston, WV 25304, for at least 30 calendar 
days from the date of publication of this notice. Written 
comments will also be received via email at DEPAirQuali-
tyPermitting@WV.gov.
 
Any questions regarding this permit application should 
be directed to the DAQ at (304) 926-0499, extension 
41281, during normal business hours.
 
Dated this the 25th day of January, 2024.
 
By: Greer Industries, Inc. dba Greer Limestone 
Company
J. Robert Gwynne
Executive Vice President
8477 Veterans Memorial Hwy
Masontown, WV 26542

30342 JANUARY 25, 31

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF MONONGALIA 
COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

CYNTHIA S. TRIPLETT
                      Plaintiff,
 
v.                           CIVIL ACTION NO.: 23-C-287
 
BRIAN K. GRUBB,
             Defendant.
 
 

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
 

The object of the above-entitled action is to seek dam-
ages Defendant has caused Plaintiff, arising out of a 
motor vehicle collision occurring on or about the 11th 
day of November 2021, in Monongalia County, West 
Virginia, in which Defendant was at fault and committed 
other violations of law.
 
It has been shown by an Affidavit filed in this action 
that due diligence has been used without effect to as-
certain the location of Defendant, Brian K. Grubb, for 
service of process. It is ordered that Defendant, Brian 
K. Grubb, do serve upon Counsel for Plaintiff, Bader 
C. Giggenbach, Esq., Giggenbach Legal, PLLC, whose 
address is 154 Pleasant Street, Morgantown, West Vir-
ginia 26505, an Answer or other responsive pleading to 
the Complaint filed in this action on or before February 
28, 2024, which is not fewer than thirty (30) days after 
the date of the first publication of this notice, otherwise 
judgment by default will be taken against Defendant 
Brian K. Grubb, at any time thereafter. A copy of said 
Complaint can be obtained from the office of the under-
signed Clerk.
 
Enter this 23rd day of January 2024, by the Circuit 
Clerk of Monongalia County, West Virginia.
 

/s/: Donna Hidock
                                                     Circuit Court Clerk

 

30353 JANUARY 25

LEGAL NOTICE

TO:
Niles Jones, 485 West Run Rd, Morgantown WV 
26505 (Unit 211)
 
Victoria Johnson, 4539 Pineview Lane, Hephzibah 
GA 30815 (Unit 1101)
 
William Johnson, 3510 Sun Trail, Morgantown WV 
26505 (Unit 8006)
 
Please take Notice that on January 30, 2024 at 9:00 
a.m. and 10:00 a.m. MRI Properties LLC dba Mercury 
Storage will sell the contents of Units – 211, 1101 and 
8006 - at public sale at its West Run Road and Cheat 
Lake Morgantown, West Virginia locations respectively 
to satisfy indebtedness related to self storage rentals, 
late fees and publication costs pursuant to the written 
agreement between the undersigned and the above 
Lessees and further pursuant to West Virginia Code 
Section 38-14-5. You may redeem said property by 
payment of all charges in full related to your respec-
tive unit at any time prior to sale. Terms of sale will be 
cash. If no bid is received on an item it will be disposed 
of at the expense of the Lessee. All sales will be final 
and without any express or implied warranty. Contact 
for payment or sales information should be directed to 
(304) 594-9138.
Status of public sale will be updated on the web site at 
mercurywv.com/auctions/
 
MRI Properties LLC, a West Virginia Limited Liability 
Company dba Mercury Storage
 
By: Shawn G Fortney
It’s: Member

WO R L D

Ru s s i a’s top diplomat accuses
U.S., South Korea and Japan of
preparing for war with North Korea
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — Ru s s i a ’s top
diplomat accused the United States,
South Korea and Japan on Wednes-
day of preparing for war with North
Ko re a .

Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
told a U.N. news conference that this
new military bloc brought together
by the United States is building up
military activity and conducting
large-scale exercises.

All of a sudden South Korea’s
rhetoric “became even more hostile
towards Pyongyang,” he said. “In
Japan as well, we hear aggressive
rhetoric” and it is seriously talking
about setting up NATO
infrastructure with U.S. assistance.

Lavrov said the objective of the
military bloc is clearly stated:
“T hey’re preparing for war with the
DPRK,” the initials of North Korea’s
official name, the Democratic
Pe o p l e ’s Republic of Korea.

The Russian minister said the
U.S., South Korea and Japan have
also been talking about developing
their cooperation. “It’s quite wishy-
washy the way they phrased it, but
they said something like
nuclear-related cooperation,” he
said.

Last week, the three countries
conducted combined naval exercises
involving an American aircraft car-
rier in their latest show of strength
against nuclear-armed North
Ko re a .

North Korea’s Kim has been on a
provocative run of weapons testing
and threats that raised regional ten-
sions to their highest point in years.
Senior diplomats from the three
allies were to meet in Seoul to
discuss the worsening standoff with
Pyong yang.

On the other hand, Lavrov said
Ru s s i a ’s relationship with the DPRK
is “proceeding nicely, its developing
quite actively.”

“We see that the DPRK is trying to
be independent, not to dance
a ny b o dy ’s tune,” he said.

Kim Jong Un is one of the few

world leaders openly supporting
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
war on Ukraine. Kim has been
actively boosting the visibility of his
ties with Russia in an attempt to
break out of diplomatic isolation and
strengthen his footing, as he nav-
igates a deepening nuclear standoff
with Washington, Seoul and Tokyo.

Putin confirmed his willingness
to visit the North Korean capital,
Pyongyang, at a convenient time dur-
ing his meeting with Kim in Russia’s
Far East in September. Lavrov said
the timing will be decided by the
K re m l i n .

Lavrov compared Kim’s recent
announcement that North Korea
would not reunify with South Korea
to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
N e t a nya h u ’s statement saying there
will be no Palestinian state after the
ongoing Israel-Hamas war.

“It’s terrible when, instead of
unity, we have trends which divide
u s, ” the Russian minister said. “And
yet, this is a systematic process
across many regions, and the main
contributor to that trend are those
who believe to be the masters of the
u n ive r s e. ”

Without naming the U.S. and
former Western colonial powers, he
said countries that told others how to
live for half a millennium and
believe they are “masters of the uni-
ve r s e ” ignore that the overwhelming
majority of ex-colonies and are now
independent and want to buttress
their, cultural and religious
i d e n t i t y.

These ex colonial states are “l e av -
ing the West behind,” pointing to the
BRICS economic bloc of developing
economies that includes Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China and South Africa.
countries. The BRICS members have
invited Iran, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Egypt and
Ethiopia to join.

Lavrov said “the ex-colonial pow-
ers have to face up to the reality in
t o d ay ’s world.”

“You shouldn’t just think that
yo u ’re so strong just because you
have the dollar,” he said.

Do you coach a youth or club sport? Let
us know how your team is doing.

Share news and photos of your team at
Sports@DominionPost.com
Questions: 304-291-9425

Tell us about your team

If you see breaking
news or have a

story suggestion,
email

DPNews@Dominion
Post.com

or call
304-291-9425

News tips
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Solutions — B-6

Caller annoyed when friend’s
boyfriend answers her phone
DEAR HARRIETTE: My
best friend’s boyfriend is
always the one picking up
her phone when I call.
He’ll be like, “Hey, she’s in
the shower, but I can take a
message if you want.” Hon -
estly, I feel like it’s unnec-
essary because I know
she’ll see my missed call
and ring back when she’s
free. It bugs me because it’s
like he’s always got her
phone, and I don’t want
him accidentally reading
our private chats. I barely
text her now, worried he
might see it, and that’s
stressing me out about
what he might know from
our conversations. It’s get-
ting to me, and I’m not
sure how to bring it up
without causing drama.
— BLOCKER

DEAR BLOCKER: Fig-
ure out how you and your
best friend can spend time
together alone — and soon.
When you are together, ask
her about her life and
probe to learn as much as
you can about her
boyfriend. Is she really
happy? Does she feel safe?
Tell her that you are a bit
concerned because she no
longer answers her phone,
and it seems like he has
taken away her autonomy.

If you think your friend
is ever in immediate dan-
ger, remind her that help is

only a phone call away:
800-799 SAFE (7233), or text
88788 to reach the National
Domestic Violence Hotline.

DEAR HARRIETTE: I’m a
30-year-old woman, and I
live alone. Recently, my
closest friend has devel-
oped a habit of visiting to
watch a movie, only to end
up falling asleep, turning
our hangout into an
impromptu sleepover.
While I value our time
together, her unplanned
stays disrupt my minor
plans, such as cleaning and
organizing. How can I
kindly address this situa-
tion without hurting our
friendship, ensuring our
time together remains
enjoyable while also
respecting my need to stick
to my routines and
re s p o n s i b i l i t ies?
— B O U N DA R I E S

DEAR BOUNDARIES:
Explain that while you
enjoy her company, you
would prefer for your
evenings to end with her
going home. Make sure
that the time you spend
together is special, and
give her a heads-up that
lights out will be at a par-
ticular time.You may find
that occasionally it’s easier
to let her stay, but not at
first if you want to set new
b o u n d a r i e s.

T hursday,
Jan. 25, 2024

Physical improvements
and romance are favored.
With hard work and ini-
tiative comes positive
change. Map out what you
want to accomplish and
seize the moment. Turn
every day into an adven-
ture. Be open to new
beginnings, chance meet-
ings and expanding your
interests. It’s your job to
take responsibility for
your happiness.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 19) — Be a diligent
observer, and you’ll dodge
making a costly mistake.
Don’t buy into someone
else’s dream.

PISCES (Feb. 20-
March 20) — Take pride in
how you look. Put time and
effort into exercise and mar-
keting yourself for success.

ARIES (March 21-
April 19) —Distance your-
self from anyone trying to
manipulate you.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20) — Please don’t be
shy when it comes to your
feelings. Don’t waste time;
find out where you stand.

GEMINI (May 21-
June 20) — Get together
with people who have com-
mon interests. Conversations
that offer inside information
will be eye-opening.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22) — Call on an expert

when necessary, and you’ll
form a rapport with someone
you can work alongside.

LEO (July 23-
Aug. 22) — Determine
where your plans will lead
you before you begin. Taking
on too much will put you in
debt and affect your
reputation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22) — Consider mak-
ing your space more appeal-
ing. Discuss your plans, and
you’ll drum up valuable help.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23) — Acknowledge the
changes around you. Let your
actions speak for you, and
you’ll avoid a verbal clash.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 22) — Show confi-
dence and tolerance. Use
your ingenuity to overcome
setbacks or interference.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21) — Put more
emphasis on personal money
matters, medical issues and
contracts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — Take a moment
to sort out your thoughts
when dealing with
partnerships.

EUGENIA LAST


