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Morgantown Police arrested a Texas man
Wednesday for the stabbing death of a
Morgantown man.

At about 4:39 p.m. Tuesday, Morgantown Police
officers responded to 537 Milford St., off of Collins
Ferry Road, regarding a medical emergency.

Upon arrival, officers entered the home and
found the body of a man with multiple stab
wo u n d s.

According to an MPD press release Wednesday,
the victim, identified as Jacob Patrick Lough, 26,
of Morgantown, was pronounced dead at the
s c e n e.

Detectives identified the suspect as Jonathan
Ramirez, 23, of Watauga, Texas. Ramirez was
found around 10 a.m. Wednesday and taken into
c u s t o dy.

He was charged with first-degree murder and
transported to the Monongalia County Sheriff ’s
Department for transport to the North Central
Regional Jail.

The Morgantown Police Department is still
investigating this case and thanked the West
Virginia University Police Department for its
assistance in this investigation.

If you have information about this incident, or
to report other suspicious activity, call 304-284-
7522.

If you need immediate police attention or a
crime is in progress call 911.

Milford Street is off Collins Ferry between its
intersection with University Avenue and Bur-
roughs Street.

BY BEN CONLEY
BConley@DominionPost.com

Should voters renew the
county’s fire protection excess
levy in May, the Morgantown
Fire Department will likely be
among the agencies receiving
suppor t.

Monongalia County Volun-

teer Fire Association President
Mickey Rinehart said the asso-
ciation and the city of Morgan-
town are working out the nec-
essary details to add the city to
the levy language this time
a ro u n d .

Rinehart said the parties
walked away from a Tuesday

meeting with an “a m i c abl e
ag reement,” noting, “It looks
like they will be on the levy.”

The amount of money the fire-
fighters are looking to generate
through the levy renewal, and
exactly how those dollars will be
divided among departments, is
still being finalized.

As previously reported, the
MCVFA and the county’s volun-
teer departments organized, pre-
sented and campaigned for both
the original fire levy passed in
2016 and the initial renewal
passed in 2020. The city was not
involved in those efforts and the

County VFDs, Morgantown finalizing
excess fire levy renewal language

I N F R A S T RU C T U R E

More snow on the way

BY BEN CONLEY
BConley@DominionPost.com

A Subdivision and Land Divi-
sion Ordinance (SALDO) is ready
for the Monongalia County Com-
m i s s i o n’s consideration.

In fact, save a few minor
changes and clarifications, it’s
been ready and available for
review on the county’s website for
about two years.

The question now becomes if
and when the commission will
take it up.

Following a presentation
Wednesday from County Planner
Andrew Gast-Bray, Commission
President Sean Sikora said the
body intends to produce a time-
line indicating dates for a public
hearing and potential adoption of
the ordinance.

“At the end of the day I don’t
know what the temperature is for
this. I know I’ve just been wanting
to have the conversation and
t h e re ’s been so much resistance
about even having that conver-
sation. Every time we mention it
in a meeting, I’ll start getting
phone calls and texts about it,”
Sikora said.

“It’s evident when you look
across our county that there are
plenty of examples of why some-
thing like this is necessary. We
d o n’t want to take people’s rights
away as far as what they do with
their land. We’re just trying to
help people plan better and we’re
trying to do it in a sensible way.”

As has been reported, subdi-
vision regulations have been an
on-again-off-again topic for the
county going back some
60 years.

Gast-Bray reiterated the point
that regulating the subdivision of
land is not zoning. That point, he

Co m m i s s i o n
to produce
timeline for
s u b d ivi s i o n
re gu l ati o n
p ro ce s s

MON COUNTY

BY BRAD MCELHINNY
WVMetroNews.com

CHARLESTON — Pay raise
bills for West Virginia educators
passed their first committee hur-
dle with a more ambitious pro-
posal than what had been publicly
discussed up to now, but there’s
still much more to go.

The House Education Commit-
tee passed two bills providing pay
raises for teachers and school ser-
vice personnel during a Wednes-
day afternoon meeting.

House Bill 4767 would provide
pay raises for teachers, saying the
change is to “bring them into
parity with salaries offered in
surrounding states.”

The pay raise bill for teachers
raises the base pay, with starting
pay at a bachelor’s degree level at
$44,000, and then adjusts for each
year of service. The bill has a
formula to meet that goal of bring-
ing teacher salaries in line with
surrounding states, committee
leaders said, so that’s a twist on
the average 5% pay raises dis-
cussed up until now by the gov-
ernor and others.

“The goal was to say let’s get us
competitive with our neighbor-
ing states, try to take away the
argument of ‘We ’re not being paid
competitively and our people are
leaving us,’” Education Commit-
tee Chair Joe Ellington, R-Mercer,
said following the meeting.

“We want to get them to the
point where they’re comfortable,
competitive, get people to stay
here in the state so we can fill our
slots and get our students edu-
cated. That was the goal. But we
also want to give them the com-
fortable lifestyle. We’d like to give
them more. However, there’s a
finite amount.”

House Bill 4202 raises salaries
for school service personnel. It
would provide a raise of $670 a
month for those workers. Most of
the text of each bill shows
changes to pay scales.

Each bill was also referred to
the House Finance Committee.
Fiscal estimates suggest the
teacher raise bill could total $116
million. The total between the
two bills is estimated to be $210

Pay raises for
e d u c ato r s
not a
done deal
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The sun sets on Chestnut
Ridge Road (above) as

Deckers Creek shows ice at
right. AccuWeather forecasters

are calling for more cold and
snow in the area. Today's

temperatures will top out at
36 with some sun and snow.

Friday’s forecast calls for
snow to start about 2 a.m.

and continue through 5 a.m.
Saturday. Accumulations are

expected to be 2-4 inches,
with slippery roadways.
Friday's high will be 33.
Saturday will be 18 with

cloudy skies and more snow.
Sunday will be sunny and 26.

Ben Powell/The Dominion Post photos
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MPD makes arrest after fatal stabbing
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million to $220 million.
“The governor gave us

his budget. He told us what
the revenue expectation is.
My opinion is, it’s up to the
Legislature to decide how
we want to spend it,” said
Ellington, who said he has
started discussions with
House Finance Chair Ver-
non Criss.

Ellington continued by
acknowledging, “Finance
is going to look at the whole
budget. They’ve got to look
at the whole big picture.
We ’re trying to look from
the standpoint of educa-
tion, what things do we
need to do to get us to be
competitive nationwide
and to do the best for our
students and our citizens.”

Following the education
committee meeting, Fred
Albert, president of Amer-
ican Federation of Teach-
ers-West Virginia said he
was encouraged.

“We ’re very pleased, of

c o u r s e, ” Albert said. “And
this is a different bill from
what the governor had pro-
posed. This would create a
bill that would pay our
teachers and our service
personnel more. It’s much
needed because we all know
we ’re facing shortages in
both our professional staff
and our support staff, and
something needs to be
d o n e.

“So this is welcome
news, we appreciate it, and
we ’re hoping that it will
continue to move through
the Legislature in a positive
w ay. ”

Pay is a top concern
Gov. Jim Justice in his

State of the State address
called for average 5% pay
raises for state employees
at a cost to the state of $123
million. Justice said the
pay raise is meant to cover
increased costs under the
Public Employees Insur-
ance Agency and more.

West Virginia Education
Association President Dale

Lee said compensation has
fallen behind for state edu-
cators and that pay is a top
concer n.

“Pay is part of it. The
PEIA, the health benefit —
and last year’s raise, while
everybody says ‘Well you
got four in five years,’ last
ye a r ’s raise was eaten up
with the 24.2% increase in
PEIA premiums,” Lee said
Wednesday on MetroNews’
“Ta l k l i n e. ”

“We ’re facing another
10.5% premium increase
this year. If you had to pay
the spouse penalty, you
actually lost money from
last year to this year.”

In the Senate
The Senate is assessing

how the state’s own
finances will hold up with
the raise proposal.

Last week, Senate
Finance Chair Eric Tarr, R-
Putnam, said that $123 mil-
lion expense would be a
tight squeeze.

Tarr noted that officials
are already assessing the

financial effects of the
21.25% personal income tax
cut signed into law last
year. And he sized up com-
ing expenses such as the
continuing rollout of the
Third Grade Success Act,
which puts additional aides
in early-grade classrooms,
an additional expense of
$33 million each year of the
expansion.

Tarr said previously
that he supports state
employees getting paid as
much the state can possibly
afford relative to what their
market is. He cautioned,
though, that the state needs
to hold the line to not grow
spending beyond 3% while
there are still tax cuts mov-
ing into place.

Senate Education Chair
Amy Nichole Grady, speak-
ing Wednesday on “Ta l k -
l i n e, ” said the majority cau-
cus in the Senate has not
yet reached a consensus on
whether the proposed pay
raises are affordable for the
s t at e.

DEAL
FROM PAGE A-1

MFD was not a recipient of
those funds.

During last week’s com-
mission meeting, Rinehart
expressed frustration that
Morgantown was coming to
the table late in the game,
noting the two sides had yet
to have any official discus-
sions and levy language
must be finalized and sub-
mitted to the state by the
end of the month.

City representatives
said they made it known
late last year that the city
wanted the MFD to be
i n cl u d e d .

Morgantown City Man-
ager Kim Haws said the
request is ultimately aimed
at improving fire services
and ensuring taxpayers
within the city are treated
f airly.

“We ’re not focused sim-
ply on Morgantown, but
we want to continue to
support fire services
inside and outside the
[city],” Haws said. “We

simply wanted to talk a
little bit about the process
and how it came about and
what the city can do to
help with that process,
and also how the citizens
of the municipality might
gain some benefit from
supporting the fire levy.”

The current levy gener-
ates about $660,000 annu-
ally to be divided among the
county’s 12 volunteer
departments and its brush
fire and hazardous mate-
rials teams. The volunteer
fire association also
receives a small portion of
the proceeds.

According to budget
documents, the city antic-
ipates collecting about
$4.1 million in fire fees,
which makes up a little
more than half of the
MFD’s $7.64 million bud-
get for the current fiscal
ye a r.

The current levy ends
June 30, 2025. Any levies
passed in the May 14 pri-
mary would take effect July
1, 2025.

added, has been made by
the Supreme Court of
Appeals for West
Vi r g i n i a .

“The principal differ-
ence is that subdivision
ordinances regulate
infrastructure and zoning
regulations regulate land
u s e, ” he said. “Not the
same thing.”

In other words, a
SALDO doesn’t tell you
what you can or can’t
build on your land, but it
will tell you what you
must do to support what
you build on your land.

“Subdivision regula-
tions enable government
bodies to ensure safe
development by guaran-
teeing proper develop-
ment of roads, storm
water management, util-
ities, rights-of-way and
other infrastructure
n e e d s, ” Gast-Bray said.
“It’s important that when
we have development that
it has the appropriate
infrastructure, and that’s
what the SALDO is
intended to provide.”

As for the historic
reluctance to move the
issue forward, Sikora said
he believes it comes down

to multiple factors.
One, he said, is a fear of

the unknown in a county
t h at ’s never had any type
of regulation over
d eve l o p m e n t .

He also conceded that
elections have played a
role throughout the years
as one of the three com-
missioners is always fac-
ing reelection.

“That does hurt the for-
titude and willingness to
bring it up because every-
body is worried about it
being used against you in
the election. I think we
need to do our jobs and let
the chips fall where they
m ay, ” Sikora concluded.

Commissioner Tom
Bloom agreed.

Bloom has filed as a
candidate in the May pri-
mary. He’s seeking his
third six-year term on the
commission.

“Not at all,” he said
when asked if he has con-
cerns about taking this
issue up with an election
looming. “It’s an issue
where some people want
to hear it and some people
d o n’t, but it needs to be
dealt with one way or the
other. I’m elected as a com-
missioner to make diffi-
cult decisions. I’ll look at
all sides before I decide.”

PRODUCE
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S TAT E

WVEA gets educator satisfaction survey results
BY KATHERINE SKELDON
WVMetroNews.com

CHARLESTON —
Salaries, student behavior
and burnout are just some
of the concerns at least
700 West Virginia teachers
have that are being
reflected in a survey con-
ducted by the West Virginia
Education Association.

WVEA President Dale
Lee met with members of
the media and the associ-
ation to discuss the results
of that survey during a
press conference Tuesday.

Lee said as it’s becoming
increasingly difficult to
find, recruit and retain
teachers, among other
school employees, this
prompted WVEA to con-
duct the survey of 700 of its
members in November 2023
to try to gage the issues
t h at ’s keeping people away
from the profession
fur ther.

The survey responses
were broken down by age,
employment classification
and length of service, and
Lee said all of them say the
same — they are not happy
with the landscape of the
current education system
in the state.

“In all instances, the dis-
satisfaction was over-
wh e l m i n g , ” he said. “And
keep in mind, the working
conditions of our educators
are the learning conditions
of our students.”

The survey found a 73%

dissatisfaction rate with
working conditions in the
past year in education, with
just 2% saying they are
s at i s f i e d .

School employee
salaries, student behavior,
stress and burnout, cost of
employee health care, lack
of respect, employees leav-
ing the profession and pub-
lic funding going to charter
schools and vouchers were
among the top issues par-
ticipants revealed in the
survey as to the cause of
their dissatisfaction.

A total of 62% of the sur-
vey participants said they
are experiencing higher
levels of burnout with the
profession than ever before,
a statistic Lee said is even
up from 2020 during the
peak of the COVID pan-
demic. The burnout num-
bers showed they were
highest among those work-
ing at elementary and high
school levels, and early
career employees.

The survey showed 85%
of members say that tax-
payer funding for educa-
tion should only be used for
public schools.

In addition, the West Vir-
ginia Higher Education
Policy Commission indi-
cates there is 14% reduc-
tion in the number of stu-
dents entering the educa-
tion program.

Lee said these results
are not showing the future
in education looking any
brighter for the state based

on the current trajectory.
“Couple this with the

lack of students seeing edu-
cation as a career, and you
will see the staffing issues
will continue to grow if
something isn’t done to
address these concerns,” he
said.

While 54% of the survey
participants said they are
confident they will con-
tinue working in education
as a career, nearly half of
them said they are much
more likely to retire or
leave education earlier
than planned.

A total of 35% said they
are not at all confident they
will continue working in
education, with early
career employees being the
highest of that percentage
once again.

Lee said in 2018, there
were 728 teacher positions
across the state without a
certified teacher filling the
role — he said that number
had grown to 1,705 posi-
tions in 2023. Lee said this
number will continue to
increase if nothing
changes, and more issues
will be created as a result.

“What that does is cause
our students to have people
that are not certified filling
these positions,” Lee said.
“I know first grade posi-
tions that have had 10 sub-
stitutes in a year, that’s
doing harm to kids.”

However, participants
said they could see them-
selves staying in education

if pay and compensation
increased, student behav-
ior, discipline policies and
school safety improved,
and they were treated with
more respect.

Lee said these are all
issues states and school
systems are dealing with
across the nation, and they
are working to mitigate the
issues by offering signifi-
cant pay increases and
implementing other
refor ms.

He said, however, West
Virginia has given pay
increases to education
employees in four out of the
last five years, but those
increases have not kept
pace with the other state’s
pay raises.

“In the latest rankings in
state salaries, West Vir-
ginia fell from 46 in the
nation to 50th in the nation
in average teacher pay, even
though we had received
those multiple salary
i n c re a s e s, ” he said.

Lee said it’s time to take
these proposed changes to
better the state’s education
system to the Legislature.

He said WVEA plans to
present the findings of the
survey to both the Senate
and House education com-
mittees, but they want to
work with the legislators to
find the solutions.

Lee said WVEA also has
a number of bills it plans to
introduce and support at
this current 60-day legisla-
tive session.

LEVY
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CRIME

Man charged with malicious
assault at Pilot truck stop
BY ERIN CLEAVENGER
ECleavenger@DominionPost.com

A Mannington man was
arrested Friday after
Monongalia County
deputies responded to a dis-
turbance at the Pilot truck
stop on Smithtown Road.

Deputy Cole French, who
responded to the call at
around 7:22 p.m., said he
spoke with Gregory Buda, 40,
of Mannington, at the truck
s t o p.

According to the crim-
inal complaint, Buda said
another individual hit his
wife’s vehicle while back-
ing a truck out of a parking
spot at the truck stop.

Buda said the vehicle
began to leave the scene, so
he jumped in the back of the
truck and began hitting the

back glass in an attempt to
stop the driver.

The complaint states he
then picked up a shovel and
began hitting the back glass,
which eventually shattered.

Buda then allegedly
threw the shovel inside the
cab of the truck, striking the
driver in the back of the
head, causing a laceration.
The victim was checked out
by EMS.

Buda is now facing mali-
cious or unlawful assault
charges. He was arraigned
in Monongalia County
Magistrate Court on Satur-
day and was released after
posting the required 10% of
a $25,000 personal recog-
nizance bond.

A preliminary hearing
is scheduled before Magis-
trate Reyes on Jan. 23.

CANDIDATE FILINGS
DPNews@DominionPost.com

The candidate filing
period in West Virginia
runs through Jan. 27.

Early voting will be
May 1-11.

Primary election day is
May 14. Polls open at 6:30
a.m. and close at 7:30 p.m.

These statewide and
area state office candi-
dates filed with the sec-
retary of state on Tuesday.
The notation (I) indicates
incumbent.

U.S. President
Joe Biden (I),

Delaware, D

U.S. Senate
Glenn Elliott, Wheel-

ing, D

Gover nor
Patrick Morrisey,

Harpers Ferry, R

Au d i t o r
Mary Ann Roebuck

Claytor, St. Albans, D

House of Delegates
Michael DeVault (I),

Fairmont, R, District
74 (filed Jan. 12)

These are recent can-
didate filings for
Monongalia County.

Sherif f
Jason Morgan, R

Ma gistr ate
Ron Bane — Division 1
Sandy Holepit —

Division 4
Tim Pocius — D iv i s i o n

2
Dimas “Po n ch ” Re ye s

— Division 5

Prosecuting attorney
Gabrielle “G ab e ” Muc-

ciola, D,.
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CHRIS CHRISTIE HAS DONE HIMSELF A
SERVICE, DONE HIS REPUBLICAN
PARTY A SERVICE AND, MOST IMPOR-
TANTLY, DONE HIS NATION A SERVICE.

He convincingly expressed
great remorse for having
endorsed Donald Trump in 2016.
Then he entered the 2024 nom-
ination race with the goal of stop-
ping a repeat disaster. That was
the personal part.

Christie gave his party a mea-
sure of self-respect by going after
Trump as a threat to America
when most of the other Repub-
lican candidates wouldn’t even
point out his criminality. That
was the high point of Christie’s
emotional speech on suspending
his campaign: When asked
whether they would vote for
Trump if he were a convicted
felon, Christie said in a tone of
disbelief, every other candidate
in an earlier Republican debate

raised a hand.
Including Nikki Haley. That

should have been the lowest bar to
cl e a r.

But with Haley closing in on
Trump in New Hampshire pri-
mary polls, Christie knows full
well that by leaving the race he
would enhance her chances of
beating Trump. Or at least melt
his aura of invincibility.

At the same time, Christie did
not officially endorse Haley. She
will obviously have to do more.

She will have to start airing more
unvarnished truths about
Trump. It’s not enough to argue
that she has stronger poll num-
bers against Joe Biden in a
national election. That may be
true, but it’s a weak retort, as is
her age argument. (Haley has at
least broken with some competi-
tors by saying that the 2020 elec-
tion was not stolen.)

Trump obviously sees Haley
gaining and so he is dusting off
his greatest hits of vulgarity. He
has already resurrected “bir ther”
nonsense by posting an item
claiming that Haley was not a U.S.
citizen because her Indian par-
ents weren’t citizens at the time of
her birth. That should be enough
to reach for the brass knuckles.
After all, she is running against
an authoritarian who is clearly
losing his marbles.

Christie has been at politics for

a long time. One would think that
as a Republican-elected governor
in the Democratic state of New
Jersey, Christie would be some-
thing of a party hero. But he could
not avoid collisions with the
growing Hatfield-McCoy mindset
of his party. In 2012, when Pres-
ident Barack Obama visited the
Jersey shore after the devastation
of Superstorm Sandy, Christie
embraced him. That sweet photo
drew condemnations from brutes
on the right.

Christie may join Rep. Jim
Clyburn as a mover of the elec-
toral tides. A South Carolina
Democrat and civil rights icon,
Clyburn in 2020 steered the Demo-
cratic Party to the one candidate
who could smite Trump. At the
time, Democrats in the early cau-
cus and primary states were
embracing their glamorous left-
ies, Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth
Warren. Biden was all but dis-
missed by the political media.

Clyburn knew that the South-
ern primaries, with their heavy

representation of Black voters,
could change the course of the
election. But the voters needed
the signal from Clyburn to acti-
vate the wave. Clyburn delivered,
and from then on Biden became
the Democratic frontrunner. And
he went on to defeat Trump.

It’s said that Christie left the
race because he could no longer
see a path to victory. That’s not
quite right. As a moderate Repub-
lican, Christie never had a path to
victory, and he knew it. His role
was to be the Republican who
could call out Trump publicly and
loudly on the debate stage when
none of the others would.

But Christie is not going to
disappear. Combative and color-
ful, he will remain a regular on
the news shows. And there’s a
long term: For his defense of the
democracy, Christie will enter the
pantheon of American patriots.

FOLLOW FROMA HARROP on Twitter @
FromaHarrop. She can be reached at
fharrop@gmail.com.

How many smoke and vape shops is too many?
The Morgantown Planning Commission is considering a

change in zoning ordinances to limit any more vape/tobacco
stores from coming to downtown. The concern is that too
many such stores make High Street and its offshoots a less
welcoming place for families.

We can certainly respect that concern, especially con-
sidering all the work the City of Morgantown has put into
reviving downtown. And, to be fair, a quick Google Maps
search will turn up five smoke and vape businesses between
Willey Street and Walnut Street.

But we don’t think it’s good practice for the city to change
ordinances to keep certain businesses out. Whether five
smoke and vape shops in one area is too many should be up to
consumers. If all five shops can thrive in close proximity,
then there is obviously high demand for their products.

It seems to us that the concern is more about aesthetics
and atmosphere than any issue of safety. The City of Mor-
gantown is trying very hard to make High Street the kind of
place where all kinds of people — including parents with kids
— can stroll down the sidewalk and pop in and out of the
locally owned businesses. Downtown already has a bustling
nightlife; the city has been encouraging an equally busy
d ay l i g h t - l i f e.

Instead of changing the zoning to limit what it considers
non-family-friendly shops, the city should shift focus to
maintaining family-friendly storefronts and increase efforts
to attract the kind of businesses that reflect the city’s desired
cl i e n t e l e.

Many main streets and historic districts have and enforce
certain maintenance and curb-appeal standards. No one
would argue that businesses have the right to advertise their
wares, but there have always been reasonable limitations on
advertising products geared specifically to adults.

The City of Morgantown could issue guidelines for keep-
ing storefronts appropriate for all ages: Shops could be
required to keep adult-only products out of the front windows
and replace big, bright, bold signage with more subtle (and
perhaps adult-height) signs.

Focusing on the appearance of the storefronts would allow
the city to cultivate the atmosphere it desires downtown
without limiting what businesses can open.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

U.S. bombing Houthis latest example of
Congress sidelined for military action
PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN’S DECISION TO
ORDER A WAVE OF STRIKES AGAINST
HOUTHI TARGETS IN YEMEN WAS
INEVITABLE the moment the
Yemeni militia disregarded
Wa s h i n g t o n’s warnings a week
earlier and sent a swarm of 18
drones and three anti-ship bal-
listic missiles in the direction of
U.S. warships.

Last week’s strikes, which
took place with the cooperation
of the United Kingdom and were
aimed at 60 locations, were
designed to degrade the Houthis’
capabilities and hopefully deter
additional attacks on shipping
lanes in the Red Sea.

As one would expect, the U.S.
military is highly proficient at
these types of standoff opera-
tions. Tactically speaking, the
mission was a success. The
Houthis woke up the next morn-
ing with less military hardware
than they had the previ-
ous night. As one anony-
mous U.S. defense official
said shortly after the
joint U.S.-U.K. strikes
were over: “We hit them
pretty hard, pretty good.”

Beyond the tactical
and strategic questions
surrounding the opera-
tion, however, are the
legal and constitutional
ones that were largely
brushed aside. The key
question: Does the pres-
ident have the right to
order military action without a
vote from Congress?

In an ideal world, the coun-
try’s elites and institutions
would actually abide by the Con-
stitution as it’s currently writ-
ten. With respect to a wartime
action, the Constitution is quite
clear: The legislative branch has
the sole responsibility to decide
whether the nation enters hos-
tilities. This can be taken
through a formal declaration of
war or, as is more commonly
practiced since World War II, by
voting through an authorization
giving the president the author-
ity to initiate military action.

T hat’s how the system is sup-
posed to work, and it’s indicative
of the checks-and-balances prin-
ciple that our nation’s Founders
astutely established when they
were debating how the Ameri-
can republic should be orga-
nized and governed.

Unfortunately, in the real
world, checks and balances are
watered down as to be almost

irrelevant, at least when matters
of war and peace are concerned.
Outside a few ardent constitu-
tionalists on Capitol Hill such as
Rep. Ro Khanna and Sen. Rand
Paul, the vast majority of law-
makers either don’t seem to care
about Congress being sidelined
or are perfectly happy with an
all-powerful executive taking
exclusive control of the reins.

One needs only to take a fast
glance at the statements from con-
gressional leadership after last
we e k ’s strikes to appreciate just
how nonchalant Congress has got-
ten on what is the most conse-
quential issue elected lawmakers
will make in their careers.
Whether it’s House Speaker Mike
Johnson or Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee Chairman Jack
Reed, the rhetoric is largely sup-
portive of the U.S. operation
against the Houthis.

In terms of constitutional
questions, it’s depressing that so
many lawmakers are untroubled
with the idea of a single indi-
vidual making the decision to
bomb another country for the
rest of us. Yes, Biden is the pres-
ident and also the commander in
chief. But there’s a big differ-
ence between being a president
and being a king. The former
holds a lot of power but is forced
to share some of it with others
in the system; the latter holds all
the power and is unaccountable
to no one. Sometimes, it’s hard
to differentiate between the two.

To be fair, Biden is not the
only U.S. president to order mil-
itary action without Congress’
buy-in. You would be hard-
pressed to find any U.S. presi-
dent over the last several
decades who hasn’t done this.
Ronald Reagan invaded Grenada
(1983) and bombed Libya (1986)
without congressional approval.
While George H.W. Bush sought
and received congressional
approval for Operation Desert

Storm in Iraq, he also invaded
Panama (1989) and sent U.S.
forces into Somalia (1992) on his
ow n .

Bill Clinton bombed Iraq
three times (1993, 1996 and 1998),
authorized airstrikes in Bosnia
(1995) and spearheaded a NATO
bombing campaign against Ser-
bia in Kosovo (1999). George W.
Bush expanded the so-called war
on terrorism to Yemen (2002)
and Somalia (2003). Barack
Obama organized a U.S.-led mul-
tilateral bombing campaign in
Libya in 2011 on the legally
ridiculous notion that airstrikes
without ground troops didn’t
constitute “war” in the consti-
tutional sense. Donald Trump
sent Tomahawk cruise missiles
into Syrian government airports
and military facilities not once,
but twice (2017, 2018), in retal-
iation for dictator Bashar

Assad’s chemical
weapons attacks against
his own people. Biden’s
strikes on Houthi targets
are only the latest in a
long series of presiden-
tial war-making.

In short, keeping
Congress sidelined has
become such common
practice that it can now
sadly be referred to as
the normal way of doing
business. This isn’t how
the system is supposed to
work, and it certainly

i s n’t the way the Constitution
should be interpreted. Frankly,
the architects of that document
likely would be yelling exple-
tives if they were still alive and
knew how their work product
was being used — and just as
importantly, not used.

Can the situation change for
the better? Yes, it can. But it will
require bold action on the part
of Congress as an institution
and a willingness from lawmak-
ers to actually do their jobs. You
c a n’t fix this asymmetry of con-
stitutional power by relying on
the executive to help out. The
antidote is showing some back-
bone and political courage to
take difficult but necessary
vo t e s.

Continuing to hide under the
desk whenever the subject of
war comes up will, over time,
gut the legislative branch and
turn what should be a republic
into a de facto kingdom.

DANIEL DEPETRIS is a fellow at
Defense Priorities and a foreign affairs
columnist for the Chicago Tribune.

THE CONSTITUTION IS QUITE CLEAR:
THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH HAS THE SOLE

RESPONSIBILITY TO DECIDE WHETHER THE
NATION ENTERS HOSTILITIES. ...

IN THE REAL WORLD, CHECKS AND
BALANCES ARE WATERED DOWN

AS TO BE ALMOST IRRELEVANT, AT LEAST
WHEN MATTERS OF WAR

AND PEACE ARE CONCERNED.
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Members of Morgantown and the surrounding
communities are invited to join The Book
Exchange in kicking off its 90th anniversary
celebrations with a special meet-and-greet with
Country Roads Trust’s basketball players Josiah
Harris and Kobe Johnson.

The event will be from 5:30-7 p.m. Friday at the
Evansdale Book Exchange, 342 Patteson Drive,
Morg antown.

The event is free and open to the public.
Members of the community are encouraged to
grab selfies and to bring any memorabilia or
posters they wish to be signed.

“The Book Exchange has served Morgantown
and the WVU community for 90 years, and in this
new age of name, image and likeness, we are
excited to support our student athletes, too,” said
Vice President Jonathan Fleming.

The event, in collaboration with WVU’s NIL
partner Country Roads Trust, will kick off the
s t o re ’s anniversary celebrations that will be held
throughout the year. In addition to meeting the
two players, the event will feature giveaways and
m o re.

The Book Exchange features a wide collection
of branded gear and apparel, featuring name
brands such as Nike and Champion, as well as
locally owned West Virginia companies and
designers. The Evansdale location also features a
newly renovated Nike sports area with all the
latest designs.

“Morgantown is our home, and being a family-
owned and operated business for nearly a century
is something we’re very proud of,” Fleming said.
“We can’t thank the community enough for their
support, and hope to have more of these events in
the future.”

The Book Exchange was established in Mor-
gantown in 1934 and currently has two locations
— on the Downtown Campus (Willey Street) and
Evansdale Campus (Patteson Drive).

Customers can shop the entire collection at
bookexchangewv.com online 24/7, with both in-
store pickup and shipping options available.

BY ERIN CLEAVENGER
ECleavenger@DominionPost.com

A civil suit concerning the
operation of the University Place
(UPlace) complex on University
Avenue in Sunnyside was filed by
the West Virginia University
Board of Governors this month in
Monongalia County Circuit
Cour t.

Defendants in the lawsuit
include a series of limited lia-
bility companies, including WV
Campus Housing (WVCH), Down-
town Campus Parking Associates
(DCPA), Falcon Services,

Westridge Corporate Park, Toro
Equities, and Ryan Lynch, owner
of those LLCs.

The court document also
names any John Doe entities that
are currently unknown as well as
BDO USA, a Delaware-based lim-
ited liability partnership that
provides tax and advisory ser-
vices, including audit services.

WVU’s suit claims that over a
period of several years, unbe-
knownst to the university, certain
defendants have been “s e c re t ly
diverting money from the pay-
ments made by students who
reside at UPlace and other parties

and intended for the financing,
operation, and maintenance of
UPlace. Defendants have actively
concealed this fraudulent scheme
from WVU.”

In the 40-page lawsuit, WVU
makes numerous claims against
the defendants including breach
of contract, fraud, promissory
fraud, tortious interference with
contract, conspiracy, aiding and
abetting a tort, conversion and
negligence regarding the UPlace
complex.

UPlace is a mixed-use housing,
retail and parking facility where
Seneca Hall — a popular resi-

dence hall for WVU freshman —
is located. The property provides
256 residential units with 979 beds
and 29,650 square feet of retail
space, portions of which are used
by WVU and its affiliates.

The complex, opened in 2015, is
a WVU Public-Private Partner-
ship with WVCH and DCPA.

The partnership includes a
series of contracts and agree-
ments collectively referred to in
the suit as the “UPlace Agree-
m e n t s, ” including a long-term
lease, subleases and an operating
ag reement.

The lawsuit states that under

the UPlace Agreements, WVU
manages and operates the res-
idential part of UPlace as on-cam-
pus housing, collects revenues
from the garage and housing, pro-
vides all student services, and
maintains, manages and pays for
all maintenance and operating
costs and obligations associated
with the residences and parking
g arage.

WVCH was supposed to oper-
ate the retail portion of UPlace
and pay the debt service and util-
ities. However, according to

WVU files lawsuit against WV Campus Housing
C OU RT S

Sneakerhead Night with
WVU women’s basketball

Book Exchange celebrates 90 years

IT MAY LOOK LIKE A WINTER WON -
DERLAND OUTSIDE, but that doesn’t
mean there isn’t plenty to do
inside! These next few weeks in
Mountaineer County are no
doubt going to be a foodie’s par-
adise. With a chili cook-off, a tast-
ing event and many more, there
is sure to be something to excite
your taste buds! If you want
something to keep your kids and
yourself active, check out Launch
Pa d ’s Family Fun Day. As always,
Mountaineer Country is alive
with a variety of events.

If you’d like more information
on events in and around Mor-
gantown, there is a variety of
resources to be found at Visit-
MountaineerCountry.com. Plus,
follow us @VisitMountaineer-
Country on all major social
media platforms, or search “Vi s i t
Mountaineer Country” on the
Apple App Store or Google Play
Store to download our free trip
planner app. There, you can plan
your ideal day trip/staycation in
Monongalia, Preston and Taylor
counties, all while saving money
on lodging, dining and shopping
with our Mountaineer Deals.
n Triple S Harley-Davidson

Chili Cook-Off, 1-3 p.m. Sunday.
Join Triple S Harley-Davidson

at its location for the annual Chili
Cook-Off to benefit Pantry Plus
More. Registration to enter your
famous chili is only $10. If you
a re n’t much of a chef, be a taster.
With a donation of $10, you
receive raffles, prizes, beverages
and the opportunity to taste every
chili and vote for your favorites!
There will be a $500 prize for the
judg es’ favorite chili and a
$250 prize for the people’s favorite.
The winner will also receive a tro-
phy and bragging rights!

Fo o d i e s
can get
their fill

CVB

BY JIM BISSETT
JBissett@DominionPost.com

Tom Bloom can tell you all
about the spread offense.

After all, the Monongalia
County commissioner hails from
gridiron-rich Pennsylvania and
the football-crazed city of
Philadelphia, in particular —
whose Eagles, unfortunately for
him, spiraled out in their wild-
card run to the Super Bowl last
we e k .

It was another football game
last month, though, when Bloom,
who is also a founding board
member of Pantry Plus More,
took the offensive on a decidedly
different spread.

Or dunk, or bath, whatever you
want to call it.

That was after WVU outmus-
cled North Carolina 30-10, in the
D u ke ’s Mayo Bowl.

Said bowl has one of the goofi-
est — or most gross, some might
say — postgame traditions in all
of college football.

The one where, the winning
coach, if he agrees to it, gets a
4.5-gallon bucket of the sponsor’s
signature condiment poured over
his head for a charity of choice.

Said coach was Neal Brown,
and said charity was a certain
food bank in Westover.

“I’m gonna take it like a
ch a m p, ” WVU’s top football boss
said, as he drew in deep for the
D u ke ’s.

Which, prompted a response
from Bloom, who famously
observed, “For that kind of money
for Pantry Plus More, I’d take a
bath in mayonnaise any day.”

As it turned out, the board took
him up on it, immediately launch-
ing a campaign of its own, that, as
of 5 p.m. Wednesday, beckoned
19 people to the cause, who have
kicked in $1,234 toward the
$10,000 goal.

D o n’t hold the mayo on this
one, the pantry’s board president,
Julie Woolwine said.

“We ’re gonna keep it going
until we make that goal,” she
said.

“It’s for a good cause, and
besides, it’s Tom getting dunked
in mayonnaise.”

Amanda Bolyard, who chairs
the pantry’s annual Back to
School Bash, among other events,
said in all seriousness, that it’s
really more about the former —
than it is the latter.

“It’s about getting the word out
to more people about what we do,”
Bolyard said.

“We have an all-volunteer staff,
and we’re working to make sure
no kid goes hungry in Monon-
galia County.”

Motivating mayo
Even in relatively prosperous

Mon, which economically fares
better than a lot of its Mountain
State neighbors, that’s a tall order.

May o
bath for
Bloom?

COMMUNITY

William Wotring/The Dominion Post photos

Those attending Wednesday evening’s WVU women’s basketball game at the Coliseum were invited to
wear their favorite sneakers and swag for Sneakerhead Night, one of several promotions held
throughout the season.

SEE WVU, A-5

DPNews@DominionPost.com

After years in the making, the
new tubing hill at Chestnut Ridge
Park & Campground is gearing up
for its first fully functional
we e ke n d .

Monongalia County Director
of Parks & Recreation J.R. Petsko
said the frigid temperatures and
the park’s ability to make snow
have the slope ready for action.

There are two tubing sessions
available on Friday, Saturday and
Sunday; from 10 a.m.-noon and
from 2 p.m.-4 p.m. Tickets can be
purchased for $10 at
m o n c o u n t y p a rk s. c o m .

Each session is limited to
50 people and only Chestnut
Ridge rental tubes are
per mitted.

The Saturday morning session
and the Sunday afternoon session
are sold out. As of Wednesday
eventing, there were 10 tickets left
for Saturday afternoon and
25 remaining for Sunday morn-
ing. Both Friday sessions had
more than 40 tickets remaining.

Chestnut Ridge
tubing hill
opens Friday

SEE CVB, A-5

Meet-and-greet Friday with
WVU basketball players
Josiah Harris, Kobe Johnson

BU S I N E S S

Pantry Plus More
still raising funds
for creamy dunking

SEE MAYO, A-5

Team continues
promotions at
home games
DPNews@DominionPost.com

It was Sneakerhead Night
Wednesday as the WVU
wo m e n’s basketball team took
on Houston in a mid-week Big-
12 match-up.

Fans were encouraged to
wear their best sneakers and
swag and enter to win prizes
throughout the night, includ-
ing a pair of WVU color Nike
Dunk Lows or basketball
s h o e s.

This was one of several pro-
motions planned for the sea-
son, culminating in Senior Day
March 2.

WVU women’s basketball fans sign up for give-aways at Wednes-
day’s home game vs. Houston. For complete game coverage and
more photos, see Page B-1.

SEE TEAM, A-5
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Hilda Ralston
Hilda Elwanda Ralston

passed away peacefully on
Jan. 17, 2024, at the age of 96,
surrounded by her loving
f amily.

Hilda was born on Jan.
25, 1927, in Junior, a daugh-

ter of the
late Otis
and Pearl
Shahan.

Fa m i ly
was the cor-
nerstone of
Hilda’s life,
and she is
fo n d ly
re m e m -

bered by her loving daugh-
ters, Elwanda (Ed) McCart-
ney and Robin (John) Mas-
ters; her adoring grandchil-
dren, Marc (Kimber)
McCartney, and daughter,
Rylee, Clint Masters, and
Rebecca Masters; and her
last surviving sister, Eve-
lyn Phyilliaere.

A short two weeks after
returning from his deploy-
ment in World War II, Hilda
and Robert married in 1946.
Hilda spent the early years

of their 52-year marriage
tending to the home and
caring for their two daugh-
ters. Later, Hilda worked
for American Vending at
the WVU Coliseum until
her retirement. Hilda and
Robert loved to travel and
would often winter in var-
ious cities in Florida.

The family would like to
extend a special thanks to
all of Hilda’s caregivers and
to those friends who offered
her their love and support
through to her final days.

Family and friends are
invited to gather at Fred L.
Jenkins Funeral Home
from 4-8 p.m. on Friday, Jan.
19, and again on Saturday,
Jan. 20, from 10 a.m. until
the time of funeral service
at 11 a.m. with Pastor Dan
Meadows officiating. Fol-
lowing the service, Hilda
will be laid to rest next to
her husband at Beverly
Hills Memorial Gardens.

Condolences:
f re d j e n k i n s f u n e r a l

h o m e. c o m

Hilda
Ralston

William Stevens
William F. Stevens, 66, of

Morgantown, went to be
with the Lord, Jan. 15, 2024,
in the comfort of his own
home surrounded by his
loved ones.

William was born Dec. 2,
1957, the son
of George
and Vir-
ginia Mae
S t eve n s.

Wi l l i a m
e n j oye d
w at ch i n g
sports, espe-
cially the
Steelers and

the Mountaineers. He loved
bowling, golfing, and he
loved nature and adored his
furry baby Molly.

William is survived by
his loving wife of 25 years,
Ruth; his mother, Virginia
Mae Stevens; his children,
Brooke Brownley, (Adam);
Joebed Carpena, (Chan);
Rene Carpena, (Dana), Iri-
cel Wyatt (Richard); grand-
children, Ethan, Trae,
Lymari, Adrian, Adriana,
Breana, Elijah, Emalyse,
Brandon, Seth and Nova;

g reat-g randchildren,
James, Easton, Gianna and
Aiyanna; his sister, Sharon
Cuppett; and nephews,
Stephen, (Andrea),
Michael, (Kayla); Douglas,
(Annamarie).

William is preceded by
his father, George Stevens.

Friends and family will
be received at Hastings
Funeral Home, 153 Spruce
St., Morgantown, from
1 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 19,
until the time of the funeral
service with Chaplin Den-
nis Lusin officiating. Fol-
lowing the funeral service
cremation services will be
provided by Hastings
Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations
may be made to WV Caring
Hospice, PO Box 760,
Arthurdale, WV 26520, for
their excellent care during
a difficult process.

Condolences:
hastingsfuneral

h o m e. c o m

William
Stevens

WVU’s complaint, the uni-
versity is now paying the
debt service and utilities
for the retail premises
from their collected
f u n d s.

The joint operating
agreement requires all
gross revenues from
UPlace, including those
from WVU and WVCH, to
be deposited into an oper-
ating account. WVU is
then reimbursed monthly
for operating expenses and
a yearly management fee
no higher than 4% of the
f acilities’ gross revenues.

“While WVU does not
have access to the oper-
ating account, WVCH war-
ranted under the UPlace
Agreements that all dis-
bursements from the oper-
ating account would be
used exclusively for
UPlace and the parking
facility project expenses,”
the suit states.

WVU claims in the suit
that by 2017, WVCH, DCPA
and Ryan Lynch “had
stopped paying operating
expenses, management
fees, and other amounts
owed to WVU and advised
WVU there were insuffi-
cient funds to make these
payments to WVU.”

WVU agreed to work
with Lynch’s companies
and Bank of America to
restructure the project
loan, which included
WVU’s agreement to close
Arnold Hall, another res-
idence hall, in order to
convert 400 beds to
UPlace’s Seneca Hall.

In conjunction with the
loan restructuring,
amendments were made to
the UPlace Agreements,
which are collectively
referred to in the suit as
the “April 1, 2017
A m e n d m e n t s. ”

One of these amend-
ments restated that WVCH
would use funds in the
operating account solely
for expenses related to the
operation of UPlace and
the parking garage.

Another was the estab-
lishment of a “waterf all”
system that dictated the
order in which operating
account funds are to be
disbursed — first the debt
service to Bank of America
was to be paid for the pro-
ject loan, then WVU was to
be paid current operating
expenses, followed by pay-
ment of past due amounts
to WVU if funds are avail-
able in the account.

WVU claims that Lynch
and his companies “had no
intention” of using the
operating funds solely for
UPlace or of disbursing
the funds in accordance
with the waterfall.

“WVCH, DCPA, and
Ryan Lynch made these
false promises regarding
the Operating Account
funds to induce WVU to
assist them with the
restructuring of the Bank
of America loan. This
included WVU’s agree-
ment to close Arnold Hall,
and though WVU has not
paid additional residential
rents, it agreed to poten-
tially pay additional rents,
and to enter into the April
1, 2017 Amendments.”

According to WVU,
unbeknownst to it, Lynch
and WVCH began improp-
erly transferring money
into and out of the oper-
ating account to other enti-
ties owned by Lynch and
possibly others. The law-
suit alleges that Lynch and
company took active mea-
sures and made multiple
misrepresentations to
WVU in order to conceal
the improper transfers.

WVU states Lynch gave
a “variety of false and mis-
leading administrative
reasons for why payments
were delayed.”

Upon receiving a pay-
ment in June 2022 for less
than the amount owed,
WVU noticed that WVCH
and Lynch had wired the
money to WVU from
accounts other than the
Operating Account.

At that time, WVU
states it demanded that
WVCH and Lynch pay all
amounts currently owed
under the agreements
within 30 days. The uni-
versity said Lynch did not
respond but did send
another partial payment
that did not come from the
Operating Account.

An audit report for fis-
cal year 2022 found further
evidence that WVCH was
owed $3,633,688 from
“related parties,” wh i ch
suggested that at least that
amount of money had been
improperly transferred to
undefined parties.

Because of the diver-
sion of funds for non-
UPlace purposes, the
Operating Account was
left with a cash balance of

only $22,000 on June 30,
2022. The balance the pre-
vious year was
$2.2 million.

The audit report led to
WVU discovering WVCH
has also failed to collect
over $785,000 in rent from
one of UPlace’s commer-
cial tenants, which the suit
states is owned by one of
Ly n ch ’s family members.

According to WVU, the
report also showed that
Lynch and the Lynch enti-
ties repaid the over $3 mil-
lion missing from the
Operating Account, but it
believes as soon as the
audit was completed that
money was immediately
diverted back to Lynch.

The remaining defen-
dant, BDO USA, prepared
the annual audit reports of
W VC H .

WVU alleges that BDO
knew or should have
known that WVCH, DCPA
and Lynch were diverting
funds from the Operating
Account to the other Lynch
companies and failed to
report the improper and
suspicious nature of the
multiple, unexplained
transfers of substantial
amounts of money from the
Operating Account in their
audit reports.

WVU claims to have suf-
fered significant damages
and requests all damages
allowed by law, including
compensatory, punitive
and specific performance
under the contracts as well
as interest, court costs and
attorney fees.

The Dominion Post was
unable to reach Lynch for
comment.

The Dominion Post publishes obit-
uaries Wednesday-Sunday. They can

now be viewed for free at domin
ionpost.com. To sumbit an obituary,

email obits@dominionpost.com
WVU
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nMountain Mama
Tasting Series, 6 p.m. Jan.
26.

Indulge yourself at the
Mountain Mama Tasting
Series — A Cupcakerie
Event at Monongalia
County Community Cen-
ter, where a variety of
dishes await you. Chef
Donnie Orr has created a
menu that pays homage to
Appalachian culture, and
you will want to taste

them all. The menu
includes chestnuts, ramps,
bone marrow, short ribs
and more unique ingredi-
ents. Get ready for an
Appalachian culinary
journey like no other.
n Launch Pad Family

Fun Day, 3-9 p.m. Jan. 26.
Get ready for nonstop

family fun at Launch Pad
Trampoline Park. For just
$20 you get a one-hour, all-
access pass to the tram-
poline attractions. Your
pass also includes face
painting, family fun

games, prizes and dinner
with pizza and drinks
after your jump session.
Spaces are filling up fast
so be sure to purchase
passes for your family
and friends today.

Details for each of
these events and others
can be found at Visit-
MountaineerCoun-
t r y. c o m / E ve n t s.

Stay connected to
Mountaineer Country

For the latest updates
and tourism information

in Mountaineer Country,
sign up for our e-newslet-
ter at VisitMountaineer
Country.com, and follow
@ Vi s i t M o u n t a i n e e r C o u n -
try on social media. Use
the hashtag, #VisitMoun
taineerCountry in your
posts for a chance to be
featured on our social
media.

VISIT MOUNTAINEER
COUNTRY CVB strives to
increase the tourism economy
by marketing and selling the
destination to our guests by
“wowing” them and encouraging
them to stay one more night and
spend one more dollar.

CVB
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Food insecurity — t h at
is, the clinical state of sim-
ply not getting enough
food to sustain one’s self
nutritionally — is ever-
present here, across West
Virginia and within the
confines of Mon County.

In Mon County, around
15% of school-age children
are food insecure, accord-
ing Feeding America, a
national watchdog group.

Across West Virginia,
it’s 1 in every 7 children
who are going to bed with
grumbling bellies, the
organization reports.

“How can you expect a
kid to focus in class on
M o n d ay, ” Bolyard asked,
“when he never really had
anything to eat over the
we e ke n d ? ”

She appreciates all the

people who contribute to
Pantry Plus More and all
the volunteers who make
the place go, she said.

That includes Bloom,
she said, who is willing
take a Duke’s dive for the
good of the order.

“If I get to do this, I’m
gonna make it into a huge
public event,” Bloom said,
“because it’s for Pantry
Plus More.”

Ideally, he said, Moun-
taineer football stars Gar-
rett Greene and Nick Mal-
one would do the dunking
honors — “Because they
volunteer a lot with us. The
whole team does, really.
Coach Brown has been
great for our community.”

Visit Pantry Plus
M o re ’s Facebook page to
find out more about the
organization, and how you
can volunteer while con-
tributing to the

B l o o m / D u ke ’s campaign,
Bolyard said.

People with specific
questions, she said, are
encouraged to send a pri-
vate message to the page,
for a response from her or
another board member.

“I keep hoping that
D u ke ’s Mayo will pick up
on what we’re attempting
h e re, ” Bolyard said.
“T hat’s a great thing
they’re doing.”

Huddling up, for
The Food-on-Ice Bowl

She’s been repeatedly
tagging the “New Heights”
podcast hosted by NFL sib-
lings Travis Kelce of the
Kansas Chiefs and Jason
Kelce, who is on the team
of Bloom’s Eagles, to keep
the drive alive, as it were.

“We ’re trying to get
some matching sponsors,
t o o, ” she said, “because we

want to see this happen.”
Meanwhile, what will

happen Saturday at Pantry
Plus More’s Westover
headquarters at 9 Rousch
Drive, Bloom said, is right
in the offensive scheme of
t h i n g s.

Just like an NFL playoff
game with Mother Nature
showing blitz, a truck from
the Mountaineer Food
Bank Mobile Food Pantry
in Gassaway, Braxton
County, is scheduled to roll
into the lot — in defiance
of those 18-degree temper-
atures and snow forecast-
ers are predicting for the
d ay.

The giveaway, while
supplies last, is set for
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Bloom
said.

“Our volunteers will be
out there no matter what,”
he said, “because if they
a re n’t, people don’t eat.”

MAYO
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Season-long
promotions

n Hometown Hero:
Each game one Hometown
Hero will be honored for
their service to the
c o m m u n i t y.
n Te e ’s for 3’s: Follow-

ing every Mountaineer
3-pointer this season,
T-shirts courtesy of the
Mountaineer Maniacs will
be tossed into the crowd.

Single-game
promotions

n Jan 27 vs. Iowa State
— 50th Anniversary Cel-
ebration and Gold Rush

Join the Mountaineers
as they honor the classes
of 14 to present and all
their accomplishments as
part of the 50th anniver-
sary of WVU women’s bas-
ketball. All fans in atten-
dance will receive a gold

commemorative 50th
anniversary rally towel.
Additionally, all fans are
encouraged to wear gold
for the annual Gold Rush
game vs. Iowa State.
n Jan. 30 vs. UCF — “I

Belong” Diversity & Inclu-
sion Game

The first 200 fans in
attendance will receive an
“I Belong” T-shirt. It’s also
Faculty/Staff Apprecia-
tion night and all WVU
employees will be granted
free admission with a
valid employee ID.
n Feb. 6 vs. Texas Tech

— National Girls &Women
in Sports Day, Black His-
tory Month Celebration

Join the Mountaineers
as they celebrate National
Girls and Women in Sports
Day with a pregame clinic
on the concourse from
other WVU Women’s
sports teams. The Moun-
taineers will also be hon-
oring Black History
Month with NPHC Night.

At halftime, the Moun-
taineers will recognize all
NPHC fraternities and
sororities for their work
on campus.
n Feb. 17 vs. Oklahoma

— Pink Game
Fans are encouraged to

wear pink in support of the
fight against breast
c a n c e r.
n Feb. 24 vs. Baylor —

50th Anniversary End of
Year Celebration and
Alumni Welcome Back

Join the Mountaineers
as they celebrate all
50 years of WVU women’s
basketball. All former
team members will be
invited back to Morgan-
town and will be recog-
nized during halftime.
Fans in attendance will
receive a 50th Anniversary
Commemorative give-
aw ay.
nMarch 2 vs. TCU:

Senior Day
The 2024 seniors will

be honored with a

pregame ceremony.
Fans can purchase tick-

ets by visiting
WVUGAME.com, calling
800-WVU GAME or visit-
ing the Mountaineer
Ticket Office at the Gold
Gate of the WVU Coli-
seum. The ticket office is
open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday
through Friday, and
90 minutes prior to tipoff
on game days.

Single-game tickets are
$10 each for reserved seats,
$8 each for general admis-
sion (GA) and $5 each for
groups of 10 or more when
purchased in advance at
WVUGAME.com. At the
WVU Coliseum ticket win-
dow, tickets will be $12 for
all reserved seats, $10 for
adult GA, $5 for youth and
seniors GA and $5 for
groups GA. The dis-
counted online pricing
will be available until
tipoff of the game.

TEAM
FROM PAGE A-4

DominionPost.com

https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/17/hilda-ralston/
https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/17/william-stevens-4/
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BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-866-868-5020CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more with 
approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. 
Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at time of estimate 
only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, 
FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, 
ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA 
#2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

35% SAVINGS!
INCLUDING SHIPPING!

*Plus $7.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. Limited time o� er, good 
while supplies last. Not valid with any other o� er. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero 
Beach, FL 32966

IC:  H4YX33

35% SAVINGS
INCLUDING SHIPPING

ONLY

$3299*

Reg. Price $44.99
Special Limited

Time Offer!

BUY 12 GET 12

MORE FREE!

Call 1-888-291-0926
to Order Item 2692X

or Visit HaleGroves.com/H4YX33
Only $32.99 plus $7.99 shipping & processing. Satisfaction completely guaranteed.

Buy 12 get 12 more  FREE!

Hale Honeybells
The once a year citrus sensation!  

 Thu. Fri.
Lake Yest. Change

Temperature

Precipitation
Showers
T-storms
Rain
Flurries
Snow
Ice

Shown 
are noon 
positions 

of weather 
systems and 

precipitation. 
Temperature 

bands are 
highs for the 

day.

Cold
Warm

Stationary

Fronts

 Major Minor Major Minor

Five-day forecast indicates peak feeding times for � sh 
and game.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W 

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, 
t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow fl urries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Monongahela

 7 a.m. 24-hour

Fld: � ood stage. Prs: stage in feet at 7 a.m. yesterday. Chg:
change in previous 24 hours. M: missing.

River Stages

 Fld. Prs. Chg.

MOUNTAINS

Mansfi eld

Columbus

Parkersburg

Charleston

Huntington

Beckley

Elkins

Cumberland

Pittsburgh

Wheeling

Akron

Altoona

Martinsburg

Morgantown

Fairmont

Clarksburg

Grafton

Kingwood

25/20

30/23

24/21
29/23

30/24

32/25

38/27

38/26

36/25

37/27

36/23

29/24

32/25

35/26

36/27

34/26

36/26

34/24

West Virginia: Cloudy today; a 
couple of � urries, but dry in the 
south. A little snow at times late 
tonight, accumulating up to an 
inch; untreated surfaces will be 
slippery. Untreated surfaces will 
be slippery. Shown is today's weather. 

Temperatures are today's highs 
and tonight's lows.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2024

Full Last New First

Jan 25 Feb 2 Feb 9 Feb 16
Thu.: 5:27 a.m. 11:39 a.m. 5:51 p.m. ----

Fri.: 6:14 a.m. 12:04 a.m. 6:40 p.m. 12:27 p.m.

Sat.: 7:02 a.m. 12:49 a.m. 7:28 p.m. 1:15 p.m.

Sun.: 7:50 a.m. 1:36 a.m. 8:17 p.m. 2:03 p.m.

Mon.: 8:39 a.m. 2:25 a.m. 9:06 p.m. 2:52 p.m.

Beckley, WV 36/25/pc 28/7/sn
Charleston, WV 38/27/pc 28/13/sn
Columbus, OH 30/23/sn 26/10/sn
Cumberland, MD 36/23/sf 31/18/sn
Fairmont, WV 35/26/sf 29/13/sn
Grafton, WV 36/26/sf 29/11/sn
Huntington, WV 38/26/pc 28/13/sn
Kingwood, WV 34/24/sf 26/8/sn
Pittsburgh, PA 29/23/sn 27/12/sn
Wheeling, WV 30/24/sn 26/9/sn

Cheat Lake   866.23 -2.01
Deep Creek, MD   2457.51 -0.13
Jennings Randolph   1442.36 +0.48
Stonewall Jackson   1069.00 -0.33
Tygart   1052.32 -5.51
Youghiogheny   1418.37 +0.57

Morgantown  22 10.35 +0.01

Morgantown through 4 p.m. Wednesday

High/low  .............................................  20°/9°
Normal high/low  ...............................  38°/21°
Record high  ................................. 67° in 1932
Record low  ................................  -16° in 1982

Sunrise today  ..................................  7:38 a.m.
Sunset tonight  ................................  5:23 p.m.
Moonrise today  ............................  11:50 a.m.
Moonset today  .............................  12:56 a.m.

34° 29°

26° 11°

18°

13°

23°

13°

40°

33° 

TODAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY

Turning cloudy, � urries; not as 
cold

Cold with a little snow Cloudy, � urries; brisk and 
bitterly cold

Mostly sunny and very cold Not as cold with some sun

24 hrs ending 4 p.m. Wednesday  ...........  Trace
Month to date  ......................................  2.65"
Year to date  ..........................................  2.65"

 New Base Trails
Ski Area snow (in) (in) Open

Snow reports provided by OnTheSnow.com

Canaan Valley   5 40-64 16

Seven Springs, PA   4 18-18 24

Snowshoe/Silver Creek   1 48-48 45

Timberline Four Seasons   3 30-70 20

Wisp, MD   3 20-22 24

A L M A N AC TV LISTINGS
Associated Press

Today is Thursday,
Jan. 18, the 18th day of
2024. There are 348 days
left in the year.
Highlight:

In 1778, English navigator
Captain James Cook reached
the present-day Hawaiian
Islands, which he named the
“Sandwich Islands.”

On this date:

In 1975, the situation
comedy “The Jeffersons,” a
spin-off from “All in the Fam-
ily,” premiered on CBS-TV.

In 1993, the Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday was observed
in all 50 states for the first
time.

In 2005, the world’s largest
commercial jet, the Airbus
A380 “superjumbo” capable
of flying up to 800 passen-
gers, was unveiled in
Toulouse, France.

In 2012, President Barack
Obama rejected the Keystone
XL project, a Canadian com-
pany’s plan to build a
1,700-mile pipeline to carry
oil across six U.S. states to
Texas refineries.

In 2023, a helicopter carrying
Ukraine’s interior minister
crashed into a kindergarten in
a foggy residential suburb of
Kyiv, killing him and about a
dozen other people, including
a child on the ground.

Today’s birthdays:
Movie director John Boorman
is 91. Actor-director Kevin
Costner is 69. Country singer-
actor Mark Collie is 68. Actor
Mark Rylance is 64. Actor Ali-
son Arngrim (TV: “Little House
on the Prairie”) is 62. Former
Maryland Gov. Martin O’Mal-
ley is 61. Actor Jane Horrocks
is 60.

Family fails to be there
when needed most
DEAR ABBY: S o m e h ow
I became the go-to per-
son for everyone in my
family — siblings as
well as parents. I have
the means, and for
decades, I have been
happy to help. I
recently lost a brother,
and I assumed the peo-
ple I’ve been there for
would be there to sup-
port me.

Abby, they all
failed. Two didn’t
show up at all, and two
came and left so fast
my head spun. It was a
two-part ceremony. My
gathering was the
first. I was so hurt I
d i d n’t want to go to
the second gathering,
but I wanted to honor
my brother, so I went.
Bad decision. My
deceased brother had
one enemy, and that
person was invited to
speak and ruined it all
for me.

My husband was so
upset he told my fam-
ily off and said that I
had been crying for
days. No one cared
enough to contact me
to clear things up.
Instead, they doubled
down and called me
selfish for needing
them to be there for
m e.

Now I’m hurt and
upset, and I have no
family to turn to. Hon-
estly, it’s nothing new,

but I think I’m so hurt
because I feel this is
the end of family func-
tions forever. What do
you think? — FULL OF
EMOTION

DEAR FULL: I am
sorry for your loss.
Because you have been
the family rescuer and
in return were treated
with disrespect and
indifference, you have
every right to be
upset. I hope that in
the future you will
begin to develop rela-
tionships with people
who show some
reciprocity. Because
you appear to come
from a family of “t a k-
e r s, ” enlarging your
circle will give you a
better chance of hav-
ing healthier (not to
mention more reward-
ing) relationships.
please consider it.

JEANNE PHILLIPS writes “Dear
Abby” under the pseudonym
Abigail Van Buren. Write Dear
Abby at DearAbby.com or P.O.
Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

JEANNE PHILLIPS
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BY JUSTIN JACKSON
JJackson@Dominion Post.com

Having thrown everything at
Oklahoma except the Sooners’
covered wagon, West Virginia
found life on the road in the Big 12
to be taxing once again.

The 15th-ranked Sooners had
every answer in the second half,
even as the Mountaineers threw
multiple defensive looks their
way, and Oklahoma ran away
with a 77-63 victory Wednesday
inside the Lloyd Noble Center.

WVU fell to 2-10 all-time at
Oklahoma and has lost both of its
true road games in the Big 12 this
season by a combined 48 points.

“We weren’t there tonight,”
WVU head coach Josh Eilert said
on his radio postgame show. “We
were a step slow. Our minds were
a step slow. Our bodies were a step
slow. We couldn’t get the 50-50
b a l l s. ”

West Virginia threw a pack
line defense, a 2-3 zone as well as
some full-court trapping at Okla-
homa in the second half.

The Sooners countered by
making nearly 64% of its shots
over the final 20 minutes and won
convincingly despite committing
a season-high 19 turnovers.

“T hey’ve got a really good
team and they play their roles

really well,” Eilert said. “If you
d o n’t bring your A game, you’re
not going to beat a team like that
on the road.”

The first half was just plain
ugly, as both schools combined for
19 turnovers and a combined 6 of
21 (28.6%) from 3-point range.

The good news for West Vir-
ginia was forward Pat Suemnick
was able to fight through his flu-
like symptoms — he was isolated
on the trip to Norman, Okla. and
then had his own hotel room —
and was able to remain in the
starting lineup.

He played well at the start,

No. 15 Oklahoma dominates in the second
half to keep WVU’s road woes in full gear

MEN’S BASKETBALL

BY NICK HENTHORN
The Intelligencer

WHEELING — The Morgan-
town Mohigans came out with the
final blow in a heavyweight fight
against the Wheeling Park Patri-
ots on Wednesday, emerging with
a 62-59 road victory inside the
Palace on the Hill.

“Heck of a high school game,”
Wheeling Park head coach
Michael Jebbia said. “We re n’t
many games played around the
state tonight, so I’m grateful both
school systems allowed us to
p l ay.

Aiden Davis scored a game-
high 33 points for Park, making
five 3-pointers and also grabbing
eight rebounds, while Morgan-
t ow n’s Sharron Young scored 29
points, going 11-12 at the foul line,
along with seven rebounds, six
assists and four steals.

Young scored 14 in the fourth
quarter and went 6-6 at the line to
keep Park at a distance late.

“Sharron Young made his free
t h row s, ” Jebbia said. “T here’s
good players all over West Vir-
ginia but I think you watched the
two best in this gym tonight,
Sharron Young and Aiden Davis
going back and forth there.”

Though there were 11 lead
changes through the night, Mor-
gantown managed to hold the
advantage at the end of each quar-
ter, 13-10 after the first, 27-26 at
halftime, and 40-37 after three.

Despite the victory, Mohigans
head coach David Tallman evoked
the language you’d expect from
the losing side after the game.

“Wheeling Park just wanted it
more than us tonight,” Ta l l m a n
said. “They were way tougher
than us. Their guys played way
harder than us, they were hun-
grier than us, and I give their kids
c re d i t . ”

Morgantown made a game-
defining scoring run to start the
fourth quarter, though their pull-
away burst was perhaps sparked
by a wing 3-pointer from Jacob
King– assisted by Young– in the
closing seconds of the third quar-
t e r.

The shot put Morgantown
back ahead after Park had knot-

M o rg a n tow n
comes out
on top in
heav yweight
battle at
Wheeling Park

B OYS ’ HOOPS

ONE FOR THE BOOKS
Mo u n t a i n e e r s
have historic
defensive outing
in rout of Houston
BY CODY NESPOR
CNespor@DominionPost.com

As frigid as the weather in
Morgantown, the Houston
wo m e n’s basketball team’s
offense might have been even
colder Wednesday evening.

The West Virginia women (15-
2, 4-2 Big 12) put forth a historic
defensive performance as they
routed the visiting Cougars (11-6,
2-4) 80-39 inside the Coliseum.

WVU’s defensive dominance
was apparent from the tip, as the
Mountaineers pitched a shutout
in the first quarter. It was the first
time in the program’s 50-year his-
tory that the Mountaineers held
an opponent scoreless for an
entire period.

“I don’t know why,” WVU
coach Mark Kellogg said. “I guess
they missed some shots, we
played pretty hard and turned
them over a little bit.”

WVU led 17-0 after the first
quarter as Houston missed all
13 of its shots from the field and
turned the ball over seven times.

“And we rebounded the ball
fairly well tonight,” Kellogg said.
“When they got the one shot, I felt
like we limited them to the one-
and-out.”

WVU out-rebounded Houston
12-7 in the opening frame. The
Cougars had just one offensive
re b o u n d .

“I don’t think I realized it

really until the second quarter,”
WVU senior Lauren Fields said
of the shutout.

“Once we get going, we’re not
really worried about the score,”
offered teammate Jayla Heming-
way. “We just know that once we
go out there, if we play to our
standard the scoreboard won’t
matter in the end.”

Part of the Cougars’ str ug gles
was the absence of leading
scorer Laila Blair, who picked up
two fouls in the first four min-
utes of the game and spent the
rest of the period on the bench.

“She’s our go-to player and
then you’re looking around and
just trying to figure it out for a
second,” UH coach Ronald

Hughey said. “If you can get on a
run and get a few baskets and
then you can get here back in the
game and hopefully she can add
to that. You don’t want her to
come in with the fouls and still
try to force the issue.”

Blair averages over 19 points
per game this season and was

Kehler, UHS wrestling enter OVAC tournament with confidence
BY MICHAEL GRIFFITH
Sports@DominionPost.com

The University High School
wrestling team had just about
the best week a program could
ask for last week, earning two
duel victories over a pair of
defending state champions,
Parkersburg South and North-
ern Garrett (Md.).

The Hawks are now rolling
into one of the tougher and more
important stretches of their
schedule with the OVAC confer-
ence tournament beginning this
evening at WesBanco Arena in
Wheeling and with the bigger
tournaments of the year still to
come such as the WSAZ,
regional, and state tourna-
m e n t s.

As of last week, 11 of the 14

starting varsity wrestlers for
UHS were ranked in the top 10 for
their weight class in the state,
with senior Luca Felix (165) and
Brock Kehler (285) coming in
ranked No. 1.

Kehler entered his junior sea-
son after an undefeated, 53-0
state title-winning sophomore
year in the 215-pound weight
class. With an unscathed record
of 33-0 so far this year, Brock is
entering the OVAC tournament
with a streak of 88 straight vic-
tories dating back to the begin-
ning of last season but is doing it
in the 285-pound weight class
after moving up on the roster for
the Hawks for his junior year.

“I’m happy with my perfor-
mances this year so far and am

PREP SPORTS

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

University's Brock Kehler wrestles Nate Brenneman of Northern
Garrett on Friday.SEE UHS, B-2

William Wotring/The Dominion Post

West Virginia Mountaineers guard Lauren Fields (23) protects the ball from Houston Cougars forward
Kamryn Jones (34) on Wednesday.

SEE WOMEN, B-3

AP photo

West Virginia guard Kerr Kriisa (3) is defended by Oklahoma guard
Javian McCollum (2) and others during the second half of an NCAA
college basketball game Wednesday, in Norman, Okla.SEE OKLAHOMA, B-2

SEE MHS, B-2

https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/17/morgantown-comes-out-on-top-in-heavyweight-battle-at-wheeling-park/
https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/17/no-15-oklahoma-dominates-in-the-second-half-to-keep-wvus-road-woes-in-full-gear/
https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/17/mountaineers-have-historic-defensive-outing-in-rout-of-houston/
https://www.dominionpost.com/2024/01/17/kehler-uhs-wrestling-enter-ovac-tournament-with-confidence/
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S C O R E B OA R D

C ALENDAR
THURSDAY, JANUARY 18

BOYS BASKETBALL
Trinity Christian at Notre Dame, 7:30 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Trinity Christian at Notre Dame, 5:45 p.m.
Fairmont Senior at Preston, 7 p.m.

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING
Ron Muack OVAC Tournament at WesBanco Arena, 5 p.m.

ON TV
Due to issues with the Associated Press website, the

information for today’s TV schedule was unavailable at the
time of publishing.

feeling very confident at
this point in the season,”
Kehler said. “The biggest
difference this year has just
been adjusting to the size of
my opponents. Bigger guys
mean it’s harder to move
them or lift them but I can
use my speed against those
opponents to give me an
advantage. Usually, I’m giv-
ing up some weight but I’m
training hard in the weight
room to make up for that.”

The work Kehler has put
in to better his perfor-
mance on the mat has cer-
tainly been reflected in his
results, saying that inten-
sity has remained on the
top of his list all season.

“I’m trying to constantly
push the pace of my
m at ch e s, ” Kehler said. “I’ve
been working on my con-

ditioning a lot to be able to
score as many points as I
can and then ultimately get
the falls that I want. I think
I’ve been able to do that well
this year to get my work in
and then go for the pin to
help the team.”

Not only has he faced the
challenge of moving to a
new weight class, but
Kehler is also diving into
his college recruitment
trail, saying he has visits
scheduled for the coming
spring.

“The recruiting process
has been fun already,” he
said. “I’ve met so many
great coaches and being
able to see what kind of
opportunities are out
there for me is fun. I’m
getting everything lined
up to take some visits in
the spring once the season
is over.”

One thing that doesn’t

show up on paper when it
comes to Kehler is his lead-
ership, something UHS
head coach Ken Maisel said
he has been doing even
before this year.

“He certainly is that guy
for us, but I would even
expand it to last season,”
Maisel said. “He started
taking on that leadership
role last year. Sometimes
when you’re at a big tour-
nament and you have
coaches on every mat
already, it’s nice to have a
guy who can say that they
will go over to another mat
and help out one of their
teammates or support them
in our place. He leads by
example in the wrestling
room and by the way he
lives his life outside of the
wrestling room. His team-
mates love him and truly
look up to him.”

After the big week that

UHS had, Maisel says he
hopes his team can keep
that focus with their most
difficult matches of the sea-
son yet to come.

“It becomes a little more
individually focused with
the non-duel meets coming
u p, ” he said. “When you
have so many teams like
you do in the OVAC, you’re
bound to hit an opponent at
some point that is a strong
wrestler, maybe even in the
first round, and maybe
someone who you’ve never
seen before. You can’t
afford to take any rounds
off and that’s what we are
trying to get our team to
focus on.”

The Hawks will begin
the 70th annual Ron Mauck
OVAC conference tourna-
ment tonight in Wheeling
inside WesBanco Arena.
Matches will begin at
6:30 p.m.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

TCU women cancel 2 games against ranked
opponents because of run of injuries on the team
Associated Press

FORT WORTH, Texas
— Two TCU games have
been canceled because the
team does not have
enough available players,
the Big 12 announced
We d n e s d ay.

The Horned Frogs (14-4,
1-4 Big 12) were scheduled
to host No. 7 Kansas State
on Wednesday night and
visit No. 24 Iowa State

on Saturday.
In a post on X, formerly

Twitter, the TCU athletic
department said the games
were canceled “due to
injuries within the pro-
gram and in the interest of
the health and safety of our
s t u d e n t - at h l e t e s. ”

The women’s basketball
program announced it
would hold open tryouts
Thursday and Friday for
women interested in walk-

ing on for the remainder of
the season.

TCU announced Tues-
day that point guard
Jaden Owens tore her
anterior cruciate liga-
ment and meniscus in her
right knee against Hous-
ton on Saturday and
would miss the rest of the
season. Ten players saw
action in that game.

Under conference rules,
a school unable to field a

team will forfeit the contest
if no extraordinary circum-
stances exist.

As a result, Kansas State
and Iowa State each will be
credited with a win in the
league standings and TCU
will pick up two losses.
Overall records will not be
impacted, per NCAA pol-
i cy.

The Horned Frogs’ next
game is scheduled for Jan.
23 at home against UCF.PRO FOOTBALL

NFL Playoff Glance
All Times EST
Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 13
Houston 45, Cleveland 14
Kansas City 26, Miami 7
Sunday, Jan. 14
Green Bay 48, Dallas 32
Detroit 24, L.A. Rams 23
Pittsburgh at Buffalo, ppd. to Jan. 15
Monday, Jan. 15
Buffalo 31, Pittsburgh 17
Tampa Bay 32, Philadelphia 9
Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 20
Houston at Baltimore, 4:30 p.m. (ESPN/ABC)
Green Bay at San Francisco, 8:15 p.m. (FOX)

Sunday, Jan. 21
Tampa Bay at Detroit, 3 p.m. (NBC/Peacock)
Kansas City at Buffalo, 6:30 p.m.
(CBS/Paramount)
Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 28
AFC
AFC lowest remaining seed at AFC highest
remaining seed, 3 p.m. (CBS)
NFC
NFC lowest remaining seed at NFC highest
remaining seed, 6:30 p.m. (FOX)
Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 11
At Las Vegas
TBD, 6:30 p.m. (CBS)

PRO HOCKEY
NHL

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 43 26 8 9 61 144 114
Florida 44 27 13 4 58 138 114
Detroit 44 23 16 5 51 158 146
To r o n t o 42 21 13 8 50 150 138
Tampa Bay 44 22 17 5 49 146 149
Montreal 44 19 18 7 45 123 150
B u ff a l o 44 19 21 4 42 130 143
Ottawa 39 15 24 0 30 131 147

METROPOLITAN DIVISION
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

N . Y.
Rangers

43 28 13 2 58 143 123

Philadel-
phia

44 24 14 6 54 130 120

Carolina 43 24 14 5 53 148 132
Pittsburgh 42 21 15 6 48 129 113
Wa s h i n g t o n 42 21 15 6 48 101 125
N . Y.
Islanders

44 19 15 10 48 130 150

New Jersey 42 22 17 3 47 144 147
Columbus 44 14 21 9 37 134 165

WESTERN CONFERENCE
CENTRAL DIVISION
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Wi n n i p e g 43 29 10 4 62 143 99
Colorado 45 29 13 3 61 170 141
Dallas 43 26 12 5 57 160 130
Nashville 44 24 19 1 49 139 138
Arizona 42 21 18 3 45 128 126
St. Louis 42 21 19 2 44 120 135
Minnesota 43 18 20 5 41 126 144
Chicago 44 13 29 2 28 99 159

PACIFIC DIVISION
GP W L OT Pts GF GA

Va n c o u v e r 44 29 11 4 62 168 114
Ve g a s 44 25 14 5 55 140 120
Los Angeles 41 21 12 8 50 135 109
Edmonton 40 24 15 1 49 142 119
Calgary 44 21 18 5 47 139 139
Seattle 44 19 16 9 47 124 130
Anaheim 44 15 28 1 31 111 150
San Jose 45 10 31 4 24 89 183
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for

overtime loss. Top three teams in each division
and two wild cards per conference advance to
p l a y o ff s .

TUESDAY'S GAMES
N.Y. Rangers 5, Seattle 2
Washington 2, Anaheim 0
Colorado 7, Ottawa 4
Dallas 5, Los Angeles 1
Winnipeg 4, N.Y. Islanders 2
Chicago 2, San Jose 1, SO
Edmonton 4, Toronto 2
Calgary 3, Arizona 2, OT

WEDNESDAY'S GAMES
Montreal 3, New Jersey 2
Detroit 3, Florida 2, OT
Chicago at Buffalo, ppd

TODAY'S GAMES
Chicago at Buffalo, 7 p.m.
Colorado at Boston, 7 p.m.
Dallas at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
St. Louis at Washington, 7 p.m.
Seattle at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
Toronto at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Arizona at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Vegas, 10 p.m.
Nashville at Los Angeles, 10 p.m.

FRIDAY'S GAMES
Detroit at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Florida, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Columbus, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Chicago, 8:30 p.m.

SATURDAY'S GAMES
Tampa Bay at Buffalo, 12:30 p.m.
Colorado at Philadelphia, 1 p.m.
Nashville at Arizona, 3 p.m.
Winnipeg at Ottawa, 3 p.m.
Dallas at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Boston, 7 p.m.
Toronto at Vancouver, 7 p.m.
Washington at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Edmonton at Calgary, 10 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Vegas, 10 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

scoring six-straight points
in the early moments,
including a dunk and
another basket came from
an offensive putback.

Suemnick finished with
nine points and seven
rebounds. He was the only
WVU player to grab an
offensive rebound in the
g ame.

The Mountaineers (6-11,
1-3 Big 12) generated little
else on the offensive end,
though.

RaeQuan Battle, who
entered the game averaging
20 points per game, missed
his first six shots before
finishing the half with a
baseline drive and then a 3-
p o i n t e r.

He never quite found a
rhythm in the game and
finished with 12 points on

just 4 of 13 shooting.
“He digressed from the

previous game,” Eiler t
said. “He’s trying to help in
any way he can, but we’ve
got to get the ball out of his
h a n d s.

“He’s got to understand
that we have the advantage
on the backside if we can get
it out of his hands. He’s got
to make the right pass.”

Meanwhile, WVU’s
defense kept the clamps
early on against Oklahoma
guards Javian McCollum
and Otega Oweh, who came
in averaging a combined 30
p o i n t s.

McCollum was held to
five points — he added eight
more in the second half —
and Oweh missed all eight
shots he attempted in the
first half.

That changed in the sec-
ond half, as Oweh got him-
self inside and started

doing the dirty work.
He scored twice on offen-

sive rebounds, including an
and-one three-point play
that gave the Sooners (14-3,
2-2) a 61-42 lead with 7:49
re m a i n i n g .

Oweh finished with 12
points, all coming in the
second half. He added a
double-double with 10
rebounds, just nine less
than the Mountaineers had
the entire game. The Soon-
ers finished with a 33-19
rebounding advantage.

Odd thing about that stat
is the last time WVU played
at Oklahoma, the Moun-
taineers also had just 19
re b o u n d s.

“We didn’t rebound it
wh at s o eve r, ” Eilert said.

Jalon Moore got Okla-
homa going in the second
half with a lob dunk, after
he got behind WVU’s zone
and stuffed it.

Moore finished with 16
points to lead four Oklahoma
players in double figures.

Noah Farrakhan led
WVU with 14 points, but
missed part of the second
half after injuring his knee.
He did return to action min-
utes later.

Quinn Slazinski had 10
points and five rebounds
for the Mountaineers.

Box score

NO. 15 OKLAHOMA 77, WEST VIRGINIA 63
WEST VIRGINIA (6-11)

Harris 3-4 0-1 8, Suemnick 2-2 5-6 9, Battle 4-13 2-
4 12, Johnson 2-4 0-0 6, Kriisa 1-5 2-2 4, Slazinski 3-6
4-6 10, Farrakhan 6-11 1-1 14, Akok 0-1 0-0 0, Wilson
0-0 0-0 0, Naveh 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 21-46 14-20 63.

OKLAHOMA (14-3)
Godwin 1-2 0-0 2, Moore 7-11 2-3 16, McCollum 2-

4 8-8 13, Oweh 5-16 2-5 12, Uzan 3-7 1-2 8, Soares 3-4
5-6 13, Hugley 2-3 4-6 8, Darthard 1-3 0-0 3, North-
weather 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 25-51 22-30 77.

Halftime—Oklahoma 29-25. 3-Point
Goals—West Virginia 7-23 (Johnson 2-2, Harris 2-3,
Battle 2-8, Farrakhan 1-2, Akok 0-1, Slazinski 0-3,
Kriisa 0-4), Oklahoma 5-15 (Soares 2-3, McCollum
1-2, Darthard 1-3, Uzan 1-4, Moore 0-1, Oweh 0-2).
Rebounds—West Virginia 19 (Suemnick 7), Okla-
homa 33 (Oweh 10). Assists—West Virginia 10
(Kriisa 4), Oklahoma 16 (McCollum, Uzan 5).
Total Fouls—West Virginia 19, Oklahoma 13.

OKLAHOMA
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PRO BASKETBALL
NBA

EASTERN CONFERENCE
ATLANTIC DIVISION

W L Pct GB
Boston 32 9 .780 —
Philadelphia 26 13 .667 5
New York 24 17 .585 8
Brooklyn 16 23 .410 15
To r o n t o 16 25 .390 16

SOUTHEAST DIVISION
W L Pct GB

Miami 24 17 .585 —
Orlando 22 19 .537 2
Atlanta 17 23 .425 61/2

Charlotte 8 30 .211 141/2

Wa s h i n g t o n 7 32 .179 16
CENTRAL DIVISION

W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 28 13 .683 —
Cleveland 24 15 .615 3
Indiana 23 17 .575 41/2

Chicago 19 23 .452 91/2

Detroit 4 37 .098 24
WESTERN CONFERENCE

SOUTHWEST DIVISION
W L Pct GB

New Orleans 25 17 .595 —
Dallas 24 17 .585 1/2

Houston 19 21 .475 5
Memphis 15 25 .375 9
San Antonio 7 33 .175 17

NORTHWEST DIVISION
W L Pct GB

Minnesota 29 11 .725 —
Oklahoma City 27 13 .675 2
Denver 28 14 .667 2
Utah 22 20 .524 8
Portland 10 29 .256 181/2

PACIFIC DIVISION
W L Pct GB

L.A. Clippers 26 14 .650 —
Sacramento 23 17 .575 3

Phoenix 22 18 .550 4
L.A. Lakers 20 21 .488 61/2

Golden State 18 22 .450 8
TUESDAY'S GAMES

Philadelphia 126, Denver 121
Phoenix 119, Sacramento 117
L.A. Clippers 128, Oklahoma City 117

WEDNESDAY'S GAMES
Minnesota 124, Detroit 117
Boston 117, San Antonio 98
Toronto 121, Miami 97
Cleveland 135, Milwaukee 95
Atlanta 106, Orlando 104
New York 109, Houston 94
New Orleans 132, Charlotte 112
Dallas at L.A. Lakers, night
Golden State at Utah, ppd
Brooklyn at Portland, night

TODAY'S GAMES
Chicago at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Utah, 9 p.m.
Indiana at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Memphis at Minnesota, 10 p.m.

FRIDAY'S GAMES
Philadelphia at Orlando, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
Denver at Boston, 7:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Miami, 8 p.m.
Phoenix at New Orleans, 8 p.m.
Dallas at Golden State, 10 p.m.
Indiana at Portland, 10 p.m.
Brooklyn at L.A. Lakers, 10:30 p.m.

SATURDAY'S GAMES
Milwaukee at Detroit, 3 p.m.
Philadelphia at Charlotte, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Washington, 7 p.m.
Cleveland at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Toronto at New York, 7:30 p.m.
Memphis at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Utah at Houston, 8 p.m.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Wednesday, Jan. 17
EAST
Bucknell 73, Boston U. 57
Colgate 64, Army 56
Davidson 79, Fordham 69
Lafayette 72, Holy Cross 68
Navy 71, Lehigh 69
Robert Morris 102, Detroit 99, 2OT
Rutgers 87, Nebraska 82, OT
St. Bonaventure 99, Rhode Island 64
UConn 62, Creighton 48
SOUTH
Appalachian St. 76, Georgia St. 68
Chattanooga 74, Mercer 60
Florida St. 84, Miami 75
Furman 100, VMI 60
Gardner-Webb 74, Radford 68
High Point 86, Presbyterian 83
Kentucky 90, Mississippi St. 77
LSU 89, Mississippi 80

North Texas 60, East Carolina 59
SC-Upstate 73, Longwood 71
Southern Miss. 69, Arkansas St. 66
UAB 83, Tulane 69
UNC-Greensboro 73, The Citadel 67
Virginia 65, Virginia Tech 57
Wofford 75, ETSU 73
MIDWEST
Bradley 70, S. Illinois 69
Drake 77, Illinois St. 56
Evansville 78, Valparaiso 75
IUPUI 85, Fort Wayne 79
Loyola Chicago 79, UMass 78
Murray St. 73, Ill.-Chicago 58
Oakland 70, Youngstown St. 67
SOUTHWEST
Louisiana-Lafayette 86, Texas St. 68
Oklahoma 77, West Virginia 63
Tulsa 107, UTSA 78
UCF 77, Texas 71

Let us know what’s going on
with your business, club or

team. Email news tips,
photos or press releases to
DPNews@DominionPost.com
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ted up the score, 37-37, the
possession prior.

“Two-time defending
state champ, you’ve got to
be able to knock them
out,” Jebbia said. “And I
thought King’s three at
the end of the third quar-
ter was huge, then they
got a bucket or two to start
the fourth. It was right
there, tied, up one, down
one, then they got a little
bit of separation up to six
or eight points. To our
guys’ credit, we fought
and got it back to two. Just
ran out of steam there.”

An 8-2 run to start the
fourth put Morgantown
ahead 48-39, and the rest of
the game went the way of
Park nearly breaking
through to even things,
only for the Mohigans to
stuff them back down,
largely coming from Young
scoring inside or at the free-
throw line.

“We played harder,”
Tallman said of his team’s
fourth. “But we were still
losing guys, we were just
kind of running around,
doing what we want to do.
We ’re not playing the way
that we work every day in
practice as far as team
defense, team offense.
Last few games we’ve had
20-plus assists, tonight I
would be surprised if we
had more than five. Very
individual tonight and if
we keep doing that we’re
going to get beat multiple
t i m e s. ”

Aiden Davis made a deep
3-pointer to bring Park
within six, 50-44 with 3:00 to
p l ay.

Later, Park’s point guard
forced a live-ball turnover,
triggering a double-team at

the top of the key and forc-
ing an errant pass which
Mykel Davis picked off and
dribbled down the court,
finishing with a thunder-
ous slam dunk which
brought Park within two,
54-52 with 1:20 to play.

With the Palace rock-
ing after the jam, Morgan-
town did not call a time-
out, instead quickly
inbounding and moving
the ball down the court,
fast-breaking after a make
and getting an easy basket
under the hoop from
Brody Savage.

An acrobatic and-one
from Aiden Davis moved
the pendulum back to
Pa rk ’s side a few posses-
sions later, the ensuing
free-throw making it a
three-point game, 58-55, but
another pair of Young free
throws and a basket from
Izzy Everett kept Park from
ever being in a position to
tie the game or take a lead.

Morg antown’s defense
had Park working for every
basket. Besides Aiden
D av i s ’ 33, Mykel Davis
scored 17, and the next

highest scorer for the Patri-
ots was Josh Huffman with
five, both of his baskets
coming in the fourth quar-
t e r.

“Their ball pressure on
defense, getting after you,
making every pass tough,
t h at ’s the biggest thing–
and it’s no secret, so we
tried to spread them out
and keep the number of
possessions a little bit
l owe r, ” Jebbia said. “If
Morgantown scores their
average of 80 points, we’re
going to be beaten 80-60 or
80-65.

“We had to try and keep
it in that realm, we just
h ave n’t been able to get
over the hump these last
few years. I thought Aiden
and Mykel carried us
there with their offense,”
Jebbia said. “It’s just not
easy to score on them.”

There were a couple of
close calls late – in one
Mohigan possession with
under a minute to go, the
home Park crowd wanted a
held ball where there was a
foul call in the backfield
against the Patriots. Later,

on what would end up as
the last possession of the
game, Morgantown elected
to take a foul once Aiden
Davis crossed half-court.
The junior flung up a 3-
pointer at the whistle, one
which miraculously went
in, but the foul was called
on the floor.

A Mykel Davis putback
at the buzzer brought the
score to its final resting
p l a c e.

“We ’ve got to get a lot
b e t t e r, ” Tallman said.
“I’m just being honest,
these guys have big goals,
they say they do, but if
they do then they’ve got to
buy in and do what we’re
trying to teach them every
day and get better. Hon-
estly, credit to Wheeling
Park, Aiden Davis is a
heck of a player, he put on
a heck of a show tonight,
and we didn’t execute any-
thing.”

Following Young’s 29,
King finished with eight
points, and each of Savage,
Marty Johnson and Waylon
Colistra had six. Seven
Mohigans scored on the
night.

“Our kids’ effort was
great, it just was not quite
enough,” Jebbia said. “T he
margin of error against
Morgantown in very min-
imal and they made some
key plays.”

BOX SCORE
MORGANTOWN 62, WHEELING PARK 59
MORGANTOWN (62) – Frey 0 0-0 0; Everett 1 0-

0 2; King 3 0-1 8; Young 9 11-12 29; Shrewsberry 2 0-
0 5; Johnson 2 2-2 6; Colistra 3 0-0 6; Savage 3 0-0 6;
Totals 23 13-15 62.

WHEELING PARK (59) – A. Davis 10 8-11 33. M.
Davis 7 2-2 17; Johnson 0 1-2 1; K. Davis 0 0-0 0;
Williams 1 0-0 3; Lewis 0 0-0 0; Huffman 2 0-0 5;
Totals 20 11-15 59.

Three-point goals: Morgantown 3 (King 2,
Shrewsberry). Wheeling Park 8 (A. Davis 5, M.
Davis, Williams, Huffman).

MHS
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Nick Henthorn/The Intelligencer

Morgantown’s Sharron Young drives past Wheeling Park’s
Aiden Davis Wednesday night.
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NFL

Browns coach Stefanski shakes up offensive staff,
coordinator Alex Van Pelt, 2 other assistants gone
Associated Press

CLEVELAND — For the
second straight year,
Browns coach Kevin Ste-
fanski has made a major
offseason change to his
staf f.

Offensive coordinator
Alex Van Pelt has parted
ways with the team, leaving
just days after Cleveland
was blown out in the wild-
card round by Houston and
following a season in which
the Browns were ravaged
by injuries.

A team spokesman con-
firmed Wednesday that Van
Pelt is no longer with the
Browns. Also, Stefanski
fired running backs coach
Stump Mitchell and tight
ends coach T.C. McCartney
was not retained after his
contract expired.

The shakeup might not
be over as the Browns con-
tinue to hold staff evalu-
at i o n s.

T hey’ve quickly moved
on from Mitchell and are
interviewing Duce Staley
to be his replacement. The
48-year-old Staley was most
recently an assistant head
coach and running backs
coach with Carolina before
being fired.

Following a 7-10 season
in 2022, Stefanski fired
defensive coordinator Joe
Woods and special teams
coordinator Mike Priefer.
Those moves led to the hir-
ing of Jim Schwartz, who
turned Cleveland’s defense
into one of the NFL’s best
this season, and Bubba
Ventrone, who dramati-

cally improved special
t e a m s.

Van Pelt’s departure is a
surprise. It was immedi-
ately known if he was fired
or resigned.

He and Stefanski
appeared to have a strong
relationship, and just last
week Van Pelt praised his
boss for the job he did dur-
ing a challenging season.

“He’s awesome,” Va n
Pelt said of Stefanski, who
has led the Browns to the
playoffs twice in four sea-
sons. “I’ve enjoyed every
second with him. He’s
coached a lot of football,
different schemes. His abil-
ity to change on a dime
based on who this player,
his starter is at quarter-
back I thought has been
really remarkable.

“But the message, the
culture he’s built here over
the last four years, I’m
really proud to be on his
staf f.”

However, while Van Pelt
helped in putting game
plans together, Stefanski
handled all play-calling
duties on game day. Van
Pelt may have wanted an
increased role and wasn’t
going to get it with the
B row n s.

It’s also possible Stefan-
ski is looking for someone
to help him better suit
C l eve l a n d ’s offense to quar-
terback Deshaun Watson,
who made just six starts
before suffering a season-
ending shoulder injury and
undergoing surgery.

All three assistants had
been with Stefanski since

he was hired in 2020.
The Browns went 11-6

and made the playoffs this
season despite a wave of
injuries and having to start
five quarterbacks. How-
ever, they were abruptly
bounced from the playoffs
on Saturday, losing 45-14 to
the Houston Texans.

Stefanski said Sunday
that some of his assistants
would be leaving for other
opportunities in the com-
ing weeks.

Mitchell, a former NFL
running back, just com-
pleted his fourth season
with the Browns. He spent
much of the season trying
to help the team cope with
the loss of star Nick Chubb,
who suffered a season-end-
ing knee injury in Week 2.

Mitchell has coached in
the league for more than
two decades.

McCartney helped
develop David Njoku into
one of the league’s best
tight ends. Njoku finished
with career highs in
catches (81), yards (882) and
touchdowns (6) this
season.

C l eve l a n d ’s offense was
in constant flux from the
o p e n e r.

The Browns lost Watson
to a shoulder injury in
November, and the team
signed free agent Joe
Flacco, who went 4-1 as a
starter and surpassed
expectations before he
threw two pick-6s against
the Texans. Cleveland also
played much of the season
with backups at both start-
ing tackle spots.

AP photo

Cleveland Browns head coach Kevin Stefanski speaks
during a news conference after their 45-14 loss against
the Houston Texans in an NFL wild-card playoff football
game Jan. 13, in Houston.

N BA

Murray hits jumper at
buzzer to lift Hawks to
106-104 win over Magic
Associated Press

Dejounte Murray hit a
17-foot jumper as time
expired to give the Atlanta
Hawks a 106-104 victory
over the Orlando Magic
on Wednesday night.

Murray finished with
26 points, and Trae Young
scored 18 points on 5-for-
14 shooting for Atlanta.
Onyeka Okongwu had 15
points, and Bogdan Bog-
danovic and Clint Capela
each added 12. The Hawks
shot 51.3% but had a sea-
son-high 23 turnovers

Paolo Banchero scored
26 points to lead the
Magic. Wendell Carter Jr.
had 18 and Jalen Suggs
added 16.

After Banchero made a
3-pointer from a couple of
feet beyond the arc to tie it
at 104 with 8.4 seconds left,
Murray dribbled down
the left wing with
Markelle Fultz, pulled up
and swished the jumper
for the win.

KNICKS 109
ROCKETS 94

NEW YORK — Ju l i u s
Randle scored 31 points,
Jalen Brunson added 30 in
his return from a two-
game absence and New

York beat Houston.
Brunson missed two

games because of bruised
left calf and Randle strug-
gled without his point
guard in a loss to Orlando
on Monday, shooting 5 for
18 for 15 points. But the
offense was flowing nicely
again in the second half as
the Knicks pulled away
after leading by two at
h a l f t i m e.

OG Anunoby had 15
points for the Knicks, who
reached the halfway point
of their schedule at 24-17.
Josh Hart finished with 10
points and 13 rebounds.

Fred VanVleet had 24
points and 12 assists for
the Rockets, who finished
1-5 on a six-game trip.
Alperen Sengun added 18
points and 10 rebounds in
H o u s t o n’s eighth straight
loss to New York.

TIMBERWOLVES 124
PISTONS 117

DETROIT — A n t h o ny
Edwards had 27 points
and eight assists to lead
Minnesota.

The Pistons, who beat
the Wizards on Monday,
are 2-35 after winning two
of their first three games,
including a 28-game los-
ing streak that matched
the NBA record.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

A l a ba m a ’s Proctor announces plans to enter transfer
portal; Downs reportedly makes same decision
Associated Press

Alabama left tackle
Kadyn Proctor plans to enter
the transfer portal after
starting as a freshman and
All-America safety Caleb
Downs might join him.

Proctor announced his
intentions Wednesday on
social media. Downs’ plans
to enter the portal were
announced on social media
by Deuce Recruiting, where
his father Gary, a former
NFL running back, is
national recruiting director.
Gary Downs did not imme-
diately respond to an email
from The Associated Press.

If Downs and Proctor
decide not to return to the
Crimson Tide, it would be
the biggest blows yet for
new coach Kalen DeBoer.

They would be the top
two players to have entered
the transfer portal and
already departed receiver
Isaiah Bond is No. 4,
according to 247Sports’
composite rankings.

Downs became the first
Alabama freshman dating
back to at least 1970 to lead
the team in tackles. He
earned second-team All-
America and Southeastern
Conference newcomer of
the year honors from The
Associated Press after mak-
ing 107 tackles.

Proctor started every
game at left tackle for
Alabama. They were two of
A l ab a m a ’s top recruits in
the 2023 class, with Downs

ranking No. 6 in the
247Sports composite and
Proctor No. 9.

Downs was the SEC’s
fourth-leading tackler. He
also forced a fumble, recov-
ered a fumble and made two
interceptions. Downs
scored a touchdown on one
of his four punt returns.

Former Alabama sec-
ondary coach Travaris

Robinson has left to become
Georgia’s co-defensive coor-
dinator and safeties coach.

A number of Alabama
players have already trans-
ferred or entered the portal
since the retirement of
coach Nick Saban.

Bond left for Texas while
starting center Seth
McLaughlin headed to
Ohio State. Several players

landed at Florida State,
including No. 2 rusher Roy-
dell Williams, wide
receiver Malik Benson and
offensive lineman Terrence
Fe r g u s o n .

Cornerbacks Dezz Ricks
and Antonio Kite have also
entered the portal, among
others. Rival Auburn
announced Wednesday that
Kite has signed to play for
the Tigers.

AP photo

Alabama defensive back Caleb Downs (2) and linebacker Chris Braswell (41) celebrate a
fumble recovery during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Kentucky in
Lexington, Ky., Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023. Braswell joined fellow linebacker Dallas Turner
and offensive tackle JC Latham in announcing plans to leave the Crimson Tide for the NFL
He announced his decision in a post Thursday, Jan. 4, 2024, on Instagram.

Get local news and sports in The Dominion Post

coming off of a career-
high 33-point perfor-
mance against TCU on
S at u rd ay.

“She’s the go-to scorer
for them and she’s a super-
talented offensive player,”
Kellogg said. “We put
some attention on her for
sure and wanted to go at
her on the offensive end.
Even if we didn’t get her
into foul trouble, maybe
we could tire her out.”

Following the night-
mare first quarter, UH
made three of its next six
shots to open the second.
UH’s first point came on
a Maliyah Johnson and-
one layup at the 9:06 park
of the quarter.

UH made three of its
next six shots including
Jo h n s o n’s, then missed its
next seven to finish the
first half 2-26 from the
field, trailing WVU 35-8 at
the break.

“We got off to the great
start in the first quarter
and that probably set the
tone for the entire
g ame,” Kellogg said. “We
wanted the quick start.
We knew that if we could
prevent them from scor-
ing, they couldn’t pres-
sure us as much as they
wanted to. Obviously,
you don’t set out to hold
them to no points in a
quarter, but we certainly

wanted to punch first.”
WVU’s lead built to 30

in the third quarter and
the Cougars were only
able to get it back into the
20s one time as the Moun-
taineers cruised to the 40-
point win.

Houston finished 17-61
from the floor with
22 turnovers. Johnson led
the Cougars in scoring
with nine points.

JJ Quinerly led the
Mountaineers with 18
points and four steals.
Kylie Blacksten was next
with 14 points while Jor-
dan Harrison had 10.
Fields finished with a
double-double with
10 points and a career-
high 10 rebounds.

The Mountaineers pay
a visit to Cincinnati on
Saturday and then enjoy a
welcomed week off.

Box score
WEST VIRGINIA 80, HOUSTON 39

HOUSTON (11-6)
Jones 2-5 0-2 4, McFarland 0-3 0-0 0, Patterson

2-10 1-2 5, Blair 1-5 1-2 3, Boyd 2-13 0-0 4, Diawara
1-2 0-0 2, Johnson 3-11 2-2 9, McNeil 1-1 0-0 2,
Aaron 4-6 0-1 8, Merchant 0-1 0-0 0, Onyeje 0-3 0-
2 0, Thompson 1-1 0-0 2, Totals 17-61 4-11 39

WEST VIRGINIA (15-2)
Blacksten 5-10 2-3 14, Fields 4-7 0-0 10, Har-

rison 4-6 3-4 12, Quinerly 5-14 7-8 18, Watson 2-6 2-
2 6, Arigbabu 0-0 0-0 0, Diggs 4-4 0-1 8, Hunter 2-2
0-1 4, Hemingway 3-6 2-2 8, Totals 29-55 16-21 80

Houston081417—39
West Virginia17182421—80
3-Point Goals_Houston 1-22 (Patterson 0-4,

Blair 0-3, Boyd 0-5, Johnson 1-7, Aaron 0-1,
Onyeje 0-2), West Virginia 6-15 (Blacksten 2-2,
Fields 2-3, Harrison 1-3, Quinerly 1-3, Watson 0-
2, Hemingway 0-2). Assists_Houston 6 (Boyd 2),
West Virginia 17 (Harrison 7). Fouled
Out_Houston Blair. Rebounds_Houston 29
(Jones 8), West Virginia 40 (Fields 10, Watson
10). Total Fouls_Houston 21, West Virginia 9.
Technical Fouls_None. A_2,251.

WOMEN
FROM PAGE B-1
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Say that to my face: Djokovic challenges a
heckler in testy 2nd-round win at Australian Open
Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Aus-
tralia — Already sick and
tired in another early
round slog, Novak Djokovic
unloaded on a heckler who
crossed the line at the Aus-
tralian Open.

Defending champion
Djokovic angrily chal-
lenged the spectator to “s ay
that to my face” and ges-
tured to the man to come
down onto the Rod Laver
Arena court, the venue for
10 of his record 24 Grand
Slam titles.

He then went on a roll,
winning three straight
games from 2-2 in the
fourth set before finishing
off Alexei Popyrin 6-3, 4-6, 7-
6 (4) 6-3.

The 36-year-old Serb
then turned to the crowd
again and yelled, pumping
his fist to celebrate the vic-
t o r y.

Asked later what trig-
gered his rage, Djokovic
responded: “I mean, you
d o n’t want to know.”

“I was tolerating it for
most of the match. At one
point I had enough,” he
said. “He didn’t have the
courage to come down.
T hat’s what I was asking
him: ‘If you have courage, if

yo u ’re such a tough man,
tough guy, come down and
tell it to my face.’”

That didn’t happen.
Djokovic didn’t ask for the
man to be removed. Sta-
dium security didn’t inter-
ve n e.

Djokovic moved on to
the third round, still sim-
mering a little bit about the
e pisode.

“I’m not going to sit and
say ‘it’s all good.’ It’s not
good,” he said. “Of course,
it upsets me. I’m frustrated.
I don’t want to be expe-
riencing that, but I have to
accept it as it is.

“Sometimes I don’t tol-
erate when somebody
crosses the line. That’s it.”

Djokovic has been deal-
ing with a sore wrist and
said after his opening
match — a four-hour, four-
set win over 18-year-old
qualifier Dino Prizmic —
that he hasn’t been well. He
was struggling against
Popyrin, who is ranked
4 3 rd .

So, was it the kind of
spark that he needed?

“Look, I don’t want to be
in those types of situations.
Yeah, I was flat I guess emo-
tionally. Game-wise I was
quite flat,” he said. “M ay b e
that was needed for me to

be shaken up a bit and start
to find the kind of intensity
that I needed to have all
m at ch . ”

Last year’s losing final-
ist, Stefanos Tsitsipas, also
had a tough time against an
Aussie with the crowd
behind him on an adjacent
cour t.

Tsitsipas wasted match
points in the 10th game of
the fourth set and then had
to save four set points to
force a tiebreaker, which he
clinched for a 4-6, 7-6 (6), 6-2,

7-6 (4) win over Jordan
T hompson.

Wo m e n’s champion
Aryna Sabalenka and U.S.
Open winner Coco Gauff
avoided the early Day 4
upsets in their draw to
advance to the third round,
along with 16-year-old
Mirra Andreeva.

Three-time major final-
ist Ons Jabeur lost 6-0, 6-2 in
54 minutes to Andreeva on
Rod Laver, and then 2018
champion Caroline Wozni-
acki also lost to a young

Russian on the No. 3 show
cour t.

Two other 16-year-old
players lost on center court
to highly-ranked players:
No. 10 Beatriz Haddad Maia
accounted for Alina
Korneeva 6-1, 6-2 and
Sabalenka overpowered
Brenda Fruhvirtova 6-3,
6-2.

Gauff, still a teenager
herself, extended her win-
ning streak to nine matches
at Grand Slams with a 7-6
(2), 6-2 win over fellow
American Caroline Dole-
h i d e.

She’ll next play Alycia
Parks, who beat 2021 U.S.
Open runner-up Leylah
Fernandez 7-5, 6-4.

Sixth-seeded Jabeur
went out in 54 minutes
against the up-and-coming
A n d re eva .

“I was really nervous
before the match because
I’m really inspired by Ons
and the way she plays,” said
Andreeva, who lost in the
junior final here last year.
“Before I started on the
WTA Tour, I always
watched her matches and
was always so inspired.”

Wozniacki, who had
two children before
returning to the tour late
last year after 3 1-2 years

away, led by a set and a
break before losing 1-6, 6-
4, 6-1 to 20-year-old Maria
T i m o f e eva .

Amanda Anisimova,
coming back from a seven-
month mental health
break, beat Nadia Podor-
oska to move onto a match
against Paula Badosa.

No. 8 Maria Sakkari, No.
16 Caroline Garcia and No.
25 Elise Mertens didn’t
make it past the second
ro u n d .

On the men’s side, No. 4
Jannick Sinner, No. 5
Andrey Rublev and No. 10
Alex de Minaur — Au s-
tralia’s highest-ranked
player — advanced in
straight sets and pro-
gressed along with No. 12
Taylor Fritz, No. 15 Karen
Khachanov and U.S. Open
semifinalist Ben Shelton,
the No. 16 seed, who had a
6-4, 6-1, 3-6, 7-6 (5) over
local hope Chris O’C o n-
nell.

A quarterfinalist on
debut here last year, Shel-
ton said he enjoyed the
atmosphere and the sup-
port that the home crowd
gave O’Connell and said he
could still hear “Au s s i e,
Aussie, Aussie, Oi, Oi, Oi”
in his sleep.

AP photo

Novak Djokovic of Serbia points to a spectator during his
second round match against Alexei Popyrin of Australia at
the Australian Open tennis championships at Melbourne
Park, Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday.

N BA

Warriors assistant coach Dejan Milojevi,
46, dies in Salt Lake City after heart attack
Associated Press

Golden State Warriors
assistant coach Dejan Milo-
jevi, a mentor to two-time
NBA MVP Nikola Jokic and
a former star player in his
native Serbia, died Wednes-
day in Utah after suffering
a heart attack, the team
announced. Milojevi, part
of the staff that helped the
Warriors win the 2022 NBA
championship, was 46.

Milojevi died in Salt
Lake City, where he was
hospitalized Tuesday night
after the medical emer-
gency happened during a
private team dinner. The
Warriors had been sched-
uled to play the Utah Jazz
on Wednesday night, a
game the NBA postponed.

“We are absolutely dev-
astated by Dejan’s sudden
passing,” coach Steve Kerr
said in a statement released
by the team. “This is a
shocking and tragic blow
for everyone associated
with the Warriors and an
incredibly difficult time for
his family, friends, and all
of us who had the incred-
ible pleasure to work with
him.”

M i l o j ev i ’s death
elicited a massive and
immediate outpouring of
sympathy from the basket-
ball community, and
moments of silence were
held Wednesday before
NBA games. Miami Heat
coach Erik Spoelstra
called the news “hor rific.”
Atlanta forward Bogdan
Bogdanovic — a Serbian,
like Milojevi — p o l i t e ly
declined comment
Wednesday before the
H aw k s ’ game, saying “I’m
sorry. I can’t talk about it
right now. I feel so bad,”
while tapping his chest.
San Antonio coach Gregg
Popovich raved about how
good a coach Milojevi
w a s.

“You changed my life in
such a short time,” Wa r -
riors rookie Brandin
Podziemski wrote on social
media. “The most impor-

tant thing you ever told me
was to just smile! Your joy
and laughs will forever be
missed. Shine down on us
from heaven.”

Milojevi was in his third
season with the Warriors.
He previously coached in
Serbia — where he once
worked with a young Jokic
before the now-Denver
Nuggets star came to the
United States — along with
Montenegro, plus had been
an assistant coach for the
Serbian national team
alongside current Atlanta
assistant Igor Koskoskov.

“The NBA mourns the
sudden passing of Golden
State assistant coach Dejan
Milojevi, a beloved col-
league and dear friend to so
many in the global basket-
ball community,” N BA
Commissioner Adam Sil-
ver said.

Milojevi worked closely
with Jokic, Los Angeles
Clippers center Ivica
Zubac, Orlando center
Goga Bitadze and Houston
center Boban Marjanovic,
among others, during his
time as a coach in Europe.
With the Warriors, he
worked primarily with the
big men like Kevon Looney,
who raved about Milojevi’s
attention to detail.

“Rest in peace, Deki,”

Dallas Mavericks star Luka
Doncic wrote on social
media.

Kerr said he originally
learned of Milojevi from
Kent Lacob, the son of
Golden State owner Joe
Lacob. And when the War-
riors went through some
staffing changes in 2021,
Kerr decided to pursue
Milojevi. It took some con-
vincing, but Milojevi
finally agreed to take the
offer. Kerr was thrilled.

“I immediately saw what
Kent was talking about,”
Kerr said in a video pro-
duced by the Warriors last
year. “He was so great to be
around. At the same time,
he had this amazing bas-
ketball background both as
a player and a coach. It
made so much sense for us
to bring Deki in.”

Milojevi won three con-
secutive MVP awards in the
Adriatic League, taking
those trophies in 2004, 2005
and 2006 when the 6-foot-7,
240-pound power forward
was at the peak of his play-
ing career. Jokic was MVP
of that league in 2015, a year
after current Golden State
forward Dario Saric was
M V P.

His potential in the
game came early: Shortly
after he began playing,

Milojevi scored 141 points
in a game as a 14-year-old in
1991.

“I teach all my players
that basketball is not a job,
but that they should enjoy
the game,” Milojevi told
Bosnian radio-television
outlet RTV in a 2018 inter-
view. “Because if you want
to do something for the next
20 years, then you have to
love it a lot. It’s not easy to
endure all these efforts if
you don’t like something.
Only those who have a sin-
cere love for the game can
handle everything with
great success.”

Before joining the War-
riors, Milojevi had NBA
experience through Sum-
mer League assistant coach
stints with Atlanta, San
Antonio and Houston.

Toronto coach Darko
Rajakovi said he had
known Milojevi since he
was a teenager.

“He was a role model as a
player, as a man, as a hus-
band, as a coach — some-
body that I really admired
and have a lot of respect
fo r, ” Rajakovi said. “U n fo r -
tunately, last night, his
heart stopped working and
he left his wife and two kids
behind and a big, big
le gacy.”

Added former Golden
State assistant and current
Sacramento head coach
Mike Brown: “Not only was
he an extremely talented
coach, he was an even bet-
ter person.”

A rescheduled date for
the Warriors-Jazz game
was not immediately
announced. The Jazz said
tickets for Wednesday night
would be honored at the
rescheduled game. Golden
State is next scheduled to
play at home Friday
against Dallas.

Milojevi is survived by
his wife, Natasa, and their
children, Nikola and Masa.

“Their loss is unfath-
o m abl e, ” Kerr said.

AP file photo

Golden State Warriors assistant coach Dejan Milojevic
passes the ball before an NBA basketball game against
the New Orleans Pelicans March 28, 2023, in San
Francisco.

GOLF

Scheffler, Cantlay ready to
shoot low as PGA Tour
returns to the mainland at
The American Express
Associated Press

LA QUINTA, Calif. —
The PGA Tour is back on
the mainland in the Palm
Springs area, where the
mandate is always to go
l ow.

Three relatively
straightforward desert
courses greet the field
each year at The Amer-
ican Express, where tidy
scores abound and shot-
making mettle gets
another early season
after similar standards
in Hawaii. The weather
forecast is looking ideal
at PGA West La Quinta,
with little wind and no
rain predicted to get in
the way of birdies and
eagles by the bunch.

An increasingly large
chunk of the world’s top
players are making their
way to the event in
recent years, unintimi-
dated by the high stan-
dards necessary for con-
tention and eager to get
agg ressive.

“I feel like the easier
courses on tour, you
c a n’t really get behind,
just because it’s so much
harder to catch up,” top-
ranked Scottie Scheffler
said Wednesday. “If you
look at a U.S. Open golf
course ... if the average
scores are low 70s, you
can still get those crazy-
low numbers every now
and then, so there’s hope.
Here, you can’t get
caught too far behind.
Yo u ’ve got to hit the
ground running and
start making birdies
e a rly. ”

Relative simplicity is
the new standard at the
65th edition of The Amer-
ican Express, a tourna-
ment once known for its
complexity — at least
between shots.

The former Bob Hope
Desert Classic spent a
half-century as a five-
round pro-am affair in
which golf stars mingled
with politicians, million-
aires and Hollywood roy-
alty for long, languorous
rounds. That style of
tournament fell out of
favor as pro golf gener-
ally got more serious in
the 21st century — Tig er
Woods stayed away, for
instance — and the pro-
am format was dropped
in 2012.

The tournament still
has some distinct fea-
tures, including the
three-course rotation
before the 54-hole cut.
Aggressive play also
remains vital.

Patrick Cantlay knows
all about what to do: He set
the Stadium Course scor-
ing record with a 61 in the
final round in 2021, only to
lose by one stroke to Si
Woo Kim.

“It’s important really
to be patient around
these tracks,” said Cant-
lay, who was born in
Long Beach and played at
UCLA. “You can make
two, three, four, five
birdies in a row out here,
but when you’re making
pars, you’re feeling like
yo u ’re falling behind.
Sometimes you just have
to wait for your stretch of
holes. They’re courses
where you feel like
yo u ’ve got to shoot 3, 4
under a side. I know that,
but at the same time, play
my normal golf and stay
p at i e n t . ”

FAMOUS FACES
The field is impressive

at the top, with Scheffler
flanked by Southern Cal-
ifornians Cantlay and
Xander Schauffele, who
returns to the desert after
a five-year absence.
Defending champion and
Kapalua winner Jon
Rahm isn’t here after join-
ing LIV Golf, but Justin
Thomas is making his
2024 debut with his first
trip to the event since
2015.

HOMETOWN GUY
All 30 players who

earned their cards on the
Korn Ferry Tour are here,
but the most prominent is
Tom Whitney, the 34-year-
old Air Force veteran who
attended La Quinta High
School. Whitney, who
made his first PGA Tour
cut at this event in 2018, is
starting his first full year
on tour.

“There was more pres-
sure coming here in 2018
on a sponsor’s invite,”
Whitney said. “Now, I was
chatting with my caddie
earlier today, and it feels
like I belong out here. I’ve
earned my way to hold
this card.”

Do you coach a youth or club sport? Let us know how your
team is doing.

Share news and photos of your team at
Sports@DominionPost.com
Questions: 304-291-9425

Tell us about your team
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CNN ’s new chief says the network needs to
recapture ‘swagger and innovation’ of its youth
Associated Press

NEW YORK — CNN’s
new chief executive says
the company needs to
recapture the “swagger and
i n n ovat i o n ” of its early
days — and that, he says,
increasingly means
embracing a future outside
of television.

Mark Thompson,
appointed CNN’s chief
executive last fall after
stints at The New York
Times and BBC, outlined a
strategy to his staff
Wednesday that included a
corporate restructuring
but few external specifics
on how that transformation
will take place.

Once a “scrappy out-
s i d e r, ” CNN has been slow
to respond to the reality of

its primary television busi-
ness shrinking, Thompson
said in his memo. He was
not made available for an
on-the-record interview
with The Associated Press.

“T here’s currently too
little innovation and risk-
taking,” Thompson said in
the memo. “Like so many
other news players with a
broadcast heritage, CNN’s
linear services and even its
website can sometimes
have an old-fashioned and
unadventurous feel as if the
world has changed and they
h ave n’t.”

CNN needs to follow the
audience, and smartphones
are where most people
under 40 first turn for news,
he said.

To change the thinking,

Thompson said the current

national, international and

digital teams need to be

combined into one unit,

under the leadership of Vir-

ginia Moseley as executive

editor. Mike McCarthy
will become CNN’s
managing editor.

Atlanta-based CNN is
also hiring Alex MacCal-
lum, currently chief rev-
enue officer at The Wash-
ington Post, as an executive
in charge of digital projects
and services.

T hat’s where Thompson,
known for establishing the
digital subscription service
that transformed the Times
as a business the past
decade, will look for sus-
tained revenue at CNN. It’s
not clear whether this will
mean a paid subscription
service or other products.

In the past, CNN hasn’t
always “gone the extra mile
to squeeze every bit of
value from the outstanding

news and other intellectual
property we create,” he
wrote. “No longer.”

He said the CNN.com
website needs “drastic
moder nization.” The net-
work also needs multiple
digital projects to comple-
ment the CNN Max stream-
ing service, he said.

With cord-cutting, the
audience for cable televi-
sion in the U.S. has fallen by
one-fifth in the past two
years, he said. CNN’s full-
day ratings averaged
479,000 in 2023, down 15%
from a year earlier. Fox
News Channel’s 1.22 mil-
lion was down 18% and
MSNBC’s 780,000 was up
6%, according to the
Nielsen company.

Thompson said CNN’s
television personalities
must find multiplatform
audiences, and praised
Anderson Cooper’s “All
There Is” podcast about
g rief.

AP file photo

CNN's new chief executive, Mark Thompson, arrives at
Portcullis House in London on Sept. 9, 2013.
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You DeSeRVe it! 
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Call/Text Anytime 
Jason Thompson 
(304)322-5249 
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com
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JOe’S LaNDScapINg 
& TRee RemOVaL 
We cover all of your 

Lawn Care & 
Landscaping needs. 

Jobs include;
Mulching, Hedge Trim-
ming, Tree & Stump 
Removal, Weeding,  

Lawn Care and MUCH 
MORE!!

Residential & 
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Insured

724-231-5275
724-710-0365

WV062504
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#WV057088

mINIaTURe 
ScHNaUzeR pUpS 
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Health Guarantee
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cleaning,
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morgantown c & m TRee 
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Free Estimates
caLL NOW
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Back 

& Free Estimates!!!
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Sidewalk Removal & 

Repair grading
* foundations 

*Drainage correction  
*Site prep Land clearing 

*Underground Utilities
* gravel Services
 *Retaining Walls
*Waterline Repair

*Hauling
 

Full Ins. WV#010427 
Find us on 

304-216-9696
304-319-0976 

HaRRIS HOUSeHOLD 
SOLUTIONS 

Painting Inside or Out 
General Repairs 

Call Today 
 304-216-1410 

ask for Allen
Fully Insured

10% Discounts for 
Veterans and Seniors

 3D-K paINTINg LLc 
 

Call for a free estimate 
on any interior, exterior, 
painting, wall repairs, 
pressure washing and 

staining! We do the best 
for desired results!!
304-376-3738 
Call today while we 

still have openings this 
season!

 
 
Home Remodeling

& 
Repair Services

 
Interior/exterior

 
free estimates! 

 
««Discounts«« 

for military & Seniors
 

304-322-7474
 

WV 056070 & OSHA Cert. 

LOOKINg fOR LaND 
TO BUILD 

ReTIRemeNT HOme 
around 1-2 acres on Rt 
119 South between Boy 
Scout Camp Rd and the 
Mon/Taylor County Line.
With most utilities avail-
able. Good side roads 

are acceptable.
Send Text message to 

304-627-0418

RIcHaRD 
SmaLLS paVINg 

 
Your cheaper Little 

asphalt paver!
 

Seniors & Veterans 
Discounts

 
Driveways, parking 
Lots, patchwork &

Seal coating
 

Work guaranteed
free estimates

 
Licensed and Insured
www.smallspaving.

com
 

304-292-1109
304-613-0202
304-366-1717
WV#014145

aBSOLUTeLY 
A BETTER DEAL
LaUReL HOme

ImpROVemeNTS
Free Est. WV005031 

Insured. 304-296-2050
LHIroofing.com

“We NaIL IT”

aRea’S #1 
ROOfINg & 

SIDINg 
cONTRacTOR 

Leading the 
competition in 

  Sales 
        Service 
              Satisfaction

for over 50 years! 

Proud to be an Owens 
Corning Preferred 
Contractor and a 

Master Elite Roofing 
Contractor. 

fRee eSTImaTeS 

Laurel Home 
Improvements 

304-296-2050
We Nail It !!!

WV # 005031 Insured
LHIwenailit.com

mOBILe HOme 
fOR ReNT 
2 Bedroom

6 Miles from Town
$560 Plus Gas & Electric
Deposit & Lease No Pets

304-216-1355

fOR SaLe 
Kitchen, 

15Ft Base & Top,
Door & Storm, Patio 
Door, & Garage Door 

w/ Opener
304-216-1355

2012 SILVeR 
meRceDeS 

GLK 350 Auto, Approx 
84K Miles

Good Dependable Car
Never Wrecked

asking $10,500
304-276-0738

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
Buying comic Books

call or Text
304-598-8925

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦

TRISTaTe TRee 
SeRVIce 

 
STUmp gRINDINg

 
Any Size Stump

 
Optional Cleanup

 
Fit through 35” Gate

 
Licensed & Insured

 
Tristatetreewv.com

 
304-376-6700

pemBROKe WeLSH 
cORgI pUppIeS 

AKC, Family Raised, 
Shots, De-Wormed, & 

Vet Checked
Ready Now $700

CALL 814-483-3064

30164 JaNUaRY 18, 25

aDVeRTISemeNT fOR BIDS

morgantown Utility Board
city of morgantown

monongalia county, West Virginia
 

The Morgantown Utility Board (MUB) will receive sealed 
Bids until 2:00 p.m., Thursday, February 1st, 2024, at 
the MUB Office, 278 Greenbag Road, P.O. Box 852, 
Morgantown, West Virginia 26507-0852, for tree re-
moval services within the proposed limits of disturbance 
of the Upper Popenoe Run Sanitary Sewer Replacement 
and Stream Restoration project in Morgantown, West 
Virginia. Bids will be publicly opened shortly thereafter 
and read aloud.
 
Prospective Bidders must register with MUB by submit-
ting a written Expression of Interest (EOI), which must 
be received by MUB no later than 4:00pm, January 19, 
2024. Once the EOI is received, MUB will provide the 
project specifications and bid documents. A mandatory 
Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on January 29, 2024 at 
2:00 p.m. The EOI may be sent as an email to the con-
tact person below.
 
EOI should be sent to:
 

Morgantown Utility Board
Attn: Rich Rogers

P. O. Box 852
Morgantown, WV 26507-0852

email: rrogers@mub.org
 

Bids are to be addressed to the Morgantown Utility 
Board, 278 Greenbag Road, P.O. Box 852, Morgan-
town, West Virginia 26507-0852, and shall be marked 
“Sealed Bid – Tree Removal Services, Upper Popenoe 
Run Sanitary Sewer and Stream Restoration Project.” 
Specifications and Conditions may be obtained digitally 
or at the office of the Morgantown Utility Board upon 
request.
 
Morgantown Utility Board reserves the right to reject 
any or all Bids and to waive any informality in bids.
 

mORgaNTOWN UTILITY BOaRD
Morgantown, West Virginia

 
Michael W. McNulty

General Manager

VIDeO DRaIN 
INSpecTION & 

cLeaNINg 
Underground

Water/Sewer Line
Replacement

or Repair
*utilities

WV#010427
304-216-9696
304-319-0976
Barnett Excavating, 

LLC

Clinton Water Association
is now hiring Full-Time

Service Department Employees. 
Benefits include Health Insurance, 

Life Insurance and Retirement.
Please submit resume to

703 Greenbag Road
Morgantown, W.V. 26508.

Must have valid driver’s license and 
ability to pass drug screening.

fOR SaLe
cLaSS RINg 

Morgantown HS 1978
White Gold

Sapphire w/ Floating 
Mohigan, Size 6

Great Cond, Appraised
$500

304-290-4092
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Solutions — B-5

Family member reticent to
take ownership of store
DEAR HARRIETTE: My
great-aunt and great-uncle
recently shared their inten-
tion to leave me their cher-
ished small jewelry store
when they pass away. This
business holds sentimental
value, as it was established
and nurtured by them,
becoming a local staple.
While my cousins or sib-
lings would gladly inherit
this legacy, I’m uncertain
about taking on the role of
a business owner, particu-
larly as I approach middle
age. The stress and respon-
sibility associated with
running the store are
daunting to me. How can I
address this situation del-
icately without disappoint-
ing my relatives or feeling
overwhelmed by this unex-
pected inheritance? —
INHERITANCE WOES

DEAR INHERITANCE
WOES: Be grateful that
your aunt and uncle gave
you the heads-up about
their plans. Instead of
freaking out, spend time
with them learning about
the ins and outs of the
business. Start by asking
them as many clarifying
questions as you can.
Learn absolutely every-
thing that you can so that
you are ready when they
pass — or so that you can
respectfully and clearly tell
them you cannot accept

their generous gift.

DEAR HARRIETTE: I
recently went on a first
date with a nice guy I met
online, but during our time
together, I noticed his
attention often wandered
to other women around us.
He’s asked me for a second
date, and I’m conflicted
about whether to accept.
Should I give it another
chance and go on a second
date, or is it a cue to
reassess our connection
and expectations moving
forward? — WA N D E R I N G
EYES

DEAR WANDERING
EYES: If you find the guy
interesting, you have a cou-
ple of options. You can talk
to him before accepting his
invitation and tell him that
while you enjoyed his com-
pany, you are a bit sur-
prised that he called you
for another date because
you noticed that he was
distracted by other women
the whole time you were
together. If he can’t focus
on you during your date,
you will pass on going out
again. That may seem
abrupt, but it addresses
your concern directly and
gives him an opportunity
to see his behavior and
react to it.

T hursday,
Jan. 18, 2024

Express yourself. Be
adventurous and make
changes that push you to
follow your heart and
dreams. Opportunity
comes to those willing to
embrace change. Share
your thoughts, and the
right people will tag
along. Your progress this
year will help build a
foundation that won’t dis-
appoint you. Live your life
to the fullest and take
responsibility for your
h ap p i n e s s.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — Don’t hesitate.
Act and make things happen.
Embrace new beginnings and
bask in what life offers.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 19) — Reach out to
people with something to
offer. Be willing to adjust to
meet your demands, and
you’ll discover a comfortable
path.

PISCES (Feb. 20-
March 20) — Get involved in
campaigns you believe in,
and share your concerns and
suggestions with well-con-
nected people.

ARIES (March 21-
April 19) — Updating your
image will encourage you to
get out and showcase what
you have to offer.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20) — You’ve got
more going for you than you

realize. Second-guessing
yourself will lead to regret.

GEMINI (May 21-
June 20) — Set boundaries
to protect yourself from
those trying to mislead you or
damage your reputation.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22) — Your contacts
will help you reach your
objective. Be brave and make
your voice heard.

LEO (July 23-
Aug. 22) — Deviating from
your plan because someone
wants you to go big or go
home will lead to disaster.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22) — Stay out of
harm’s way when it comes to
relationships, and seek out
things that will improve your
life.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23) — Stay focused on
doing your best. Don’t let
someone push you into pro-
jects that don’t interest you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 22) — An emotional inci-
dent will lead to an opportunity
to make a positive change.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-
Dec. 21) — Confusion will
surface due to misleading
gestures.

EUGENIA LAST


