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Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make

Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible |
and the proceeds help provide services to Y
help the blind and visually impaired.

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

v a $200 restaurant & « a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
voucher at one of 50 locations

Call 1-833-255-2612

Heritage
(pfor theBlirélgd

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (866) 855-9626 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

What kinds of vehicles can | donate? - Support Veteran Nonprofits.
Veteran Car Donations accepts most cars, trucks, H Free P|Ckup & Towmg.

boats, RVs, and motorcycles. We can pick up your vehicle,

) ® Top Tax Deduction.
running or not.

It gets better: your car donation can be picked up within Donate Your Vehicle Today

____\
24 hours, and in some cases even the same day. 866-855-9626 *—
www.veterancardonations.org/dnt202 Veteran Car Donations

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 855-9626.
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SPRING CAR CARE | CORROSION

Spotting Early Signs of Rust

stopping it is often straightfor-
ward. Surface rust can usually
be sanded away with fine-grit
sandpaper. Once the area is
smooth, applying a rust con-
verter helps neutralize any
remaining oxidation. After
that, a primer and matching
touch-up paint protect the
metal from moisture.

For slightly deeper rust
where the metal has begun to
pit, you may need a more
thorough cleanup. Removing
all the affected material is
crucial to prevent rust from

Rust can develop
quietly on a vehicle
long before it becomes
obvious. Catching
corrosion early helps
prevent costly repairs
and keeps your
car looking and
functioning its best.

With spring rains, melting

snow and leftover road salt cre-
ating ideal conditions for
corrosion, this is a smart time
to look for the earliest warning
signs. Knowing where rust
appears, how to stop it and
when to call a professional can
help extend the life of your

returning.

Rust-inhibiting primers and
sealants can help reinforce
the repair and slow future
corrosion.

Regular car washes, espe-
cially during spring when
leftover salt remains on the

vehicle. roads, are one of the best
ways to prevent rust from
forming. Washing the under-
carriage reduces buildup that

accelerates corrosion.

WHERE RUST USUALLY
APPEARS FIRST

Rust tends to form in areas
exposed to moisture, salt and
road debris. The undercarriage
is one of the most common
places for corrosion to begin
because it takes the brunt of
mud, slush and winter road
treatments. Brake lines,

WHEN TO SEE A
PROFESSIONAL
If rust has caused bubbling
over a wide area, created
holes or reached structural
gradually corrodes the metal small bubbles under the paint ~ small changes in texture can components, it is time to seek

© ADOBE STOCK

exhaust components and frame from the inside out. surface. These bubbles indicate  signal a bigger problem devel-  help from a professional.

rails are especially vulnerable. Other early rust locations moisture has worked its way oping beneath the surface. Advanced rust can compro-
Wheel wells and fender include rocker panels, around  beneath the paint and is begin- Underneath the vehicle, rust  mise the frame, brake lines or

edges are frequent trouble windshield edges, the trunk ning to oxidize the metal. may look like flaking metal, suspension parts, making the

spots. Dirt and salt can collect ~ floor and areas where painthas Surface rust may appear as
along the inner lip of the chipped. Any exposed metal light discoloration or tiny
fender, slowly wearing away can begin corroding quickly orange Spots.

protective coatings and expos-  once the protective finish is
ing metal. Door bottoms often =~ compromised.

trap water, especially when
drain holes become clogged.
When moisture cannot escape,
it sits inside the door and

scaling or reddish-brown vehicle unsafe.

patches. Using a flashlight Auto body shops have the

during your inspection can help tools and expertise to safely
Flaking paint, rough patches  you spot areas of concern more remove significant rust and

or areas that feel gritty to the easily. restore the affected areas.

touch are additional warning They can assess whether the
HOW TO IDENTIFY signs. Rust often spreads HOW TO STOP RUSTIN  damage is cosmetic or struc-

EARLY RUST underneath the paint long ITS EARLY STAGES tural and recommend the
Early rust usually appears as  before it becomes visible, so When rust is caught early, appropriate repairs.
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needs
catl

2016 CHRYSLER 200 | | 2014 DODGE CHALLENGE
AT ¢ 2.4L o STK# 26670X AT ¢ 3.6L e STK# 26174

2013 SUBARU IMPREZA | | 2016 CHEVY EXPRESS 2500 ' 2016 FORD EXPLORER

AWD e CVT e 2.4L » STK# 27444 AT ¢ 4.8L » STK# 24484 . 4WD ¢ 3RD ROW e AT o 3.5L » STK# 27136

2013 HONDA PILOT |
4X4 o 3RD ROW o AT ¢ 3.5L » STK# 27600

'We Finance the PERSON... NOT their Credlt Score'

*Receive a $200 Discount at time of purchase for scheduling an appointment.

DD-Motors.com 301-463-2404 DD-Motors.com
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2019 CHRYSLER 300 | | 2016 2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

STOCK #: 17711X, 3.6L V6, AT : , 1. ) STOCK #: 18374, 3.6L V6, AT

2020 DODGE JOURNEY 201 5 JEEP WRANGLER 2018 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

STOCK #: 17513X, 2.4L L4, AT STOCK #: 27022, 3.6L V6, AT STOCK #: 17667X, 3.6L V6, AT )

" 2018HONDAHRV || 2013 DODGE 2012 HONDA RIDGELINE

STOCK #: 26398, 1.8L 14, AT STOCK #: 17587X, 5.7L V8, AT STOCK #: 26750, 3.5L V6, AT

| -;.._«..g:fg,-—- Bad credit? No problem!

‘*.'v.

% . Drive away' today'

~ We Finance the PERSON... NOT their Credlt Sore'

*Receive a $200 Discount at time of purchase for scheduling an appointment.
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SPRING CAR CARE | TECHNOLOGY

Resetting Car Tech After Winter

Winter can be hard on
vehicles, and modern
cars rely on a range of
sensors and tech
features that may
need attention once
the weather warmes.

Cold temperatures, road
salt, moisture and grime can
interfere with cameras, GPS
systems and safety sensors.
Taking time to reset and recali-
brate these features in the
spring helps ensure they func-
tion properly and keeps you
safer on the road.

RECALIBRATING
SENSORS FOR
SPRING DRIVING
Advanced driver assistance
systems rely on sensors placed

around the vehicle. These
include parking sensors, blind
spot detectors, collision avoid-
ance systems and lane
departure alerts. Winter condi-
tions often cover or disrupt
these sensors with ice, slush or
debris, which can lead to false
alerts or reduced
performance.

Start by giving your car a
thorough wash, making sure to
clean around bumpers, grilles
and the areas where sensors
are housed. Road salt can leave
residue that interferes with
accuracy, so paying attention
to small crevices is important.

Some vehicles recalibrate
automatically as you drive.
Others may display warnings
that indicate calibration is

needed after battery discon-
nections or sensor
obstructions. If error messages
persist, technicians can per-
form a professional
recalibration using specialized
tools. This step is especially
important after body repairs
or windshield replacement, as
those changes can shift the
alignment of key sensors.

UPDATING GPS MAPS
AND SOFTWARE
GPS systems and navigation
apps tend to become outdated
over time. Roads change, new
intersections are added and

updated routes may not appear
on older maps. Spring is a
good time to install map
updates so you're prepared for
road trips and daily travel.

Many vehicles now offer
over-the-air updates through
built-in Wi-Fi or mobile con-
nections. Others may require
downloading updates onto a
USB drive or visiting a dealer-
ship. Keeping maps current
helps avoid unexpected
detours, reduces travel time
and improves the accuracy of
estimated arrival times.

Beyond maps, spring is also
a smart time to update your

car’s infotainment or safety
software. These updates can
improve system performance,
add new features or fix known
issues.

CHECKING BACKUP
CAMERAS AND
VISIBILITY FEATURES

Backup cameras are exposed
to winter’s harshest elements.
Snow, slush and road salt can
coat the camera lens, reducing
visibility or causing the picture
to appear blurry. A simple
cleaning with a soft cloth and a
bit of window cleaner is often
enough to restore clarity.

© ADOBE STOCK

If the display still seems
unclear after cleaning, check
for cracks or moisture inside
the lens. Backup camera hous-
ing can loosen over time,
especially in areas hit hard by
winter potholes. Securing the
housing or replacing damaged
parts can restore a clean, reli-
able image.

Spring is also a good time to
examine other visibility fea-
tures such as 360-degree
cameras, side-view cameras or
parking assist cameras. Ensur-
ing these systems are clean
and aligned improves both
convenience and safety.



Winter weather
leaves behind more
than melting snow

and slushy roads.

It often creates potholes,
rough patches and uneven
surfaces that can take a toll on
your vehicle’s suspension sys-
tem. As spring arrives, it’s a
good time to assess whether
winter driving has caused
wear or damage. Understand-
ing how potholes impact
suspension components and
knowing the early warning
signs of trouble can help keep
your car safe and comfortable
on the road.

HOW POTHOLES
DAMAGE YOUR
SUSPENSION
Potholes form when mois-

ture seeps into cracks in the
pavement, freezes and
expands. By spring, those
once-small cracks may have
grown into large holes. Hitting
a pothole forces the suspen-
sion to absorb a sudden, sharp
impact, which can strain or
bend important components.

Shocks and struts are often
the first parts affected. These
components control how your
vehicle absorbs bumps and
maintains tire contact with
the road. A severe pothole hit
can cause them to leak, bend
or lose effectiveness.

Control arm bushings, ball
joints and tie rods can also
suffer damage. These parts
keep the wheels aligned and
help maintain stable steering.
When jolted by potholes, they
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SPRING CAR CARE | A SMOOTH RIDE

Spring Suspension Check-Up

can loosen or wear out prema-
turely. Over time, this affects
the vehicle’s handling and
increases tire wear.

Even the springs in your
suspension system can crack
or shift under repeated
impacts. A damaged spring
may cause your vehicle to sit
unevenly or sag on one side.

WARNING SIGNS
OF SHOCK OR
STRUT PROBLEMS
Shocks and struts wear

down gradually, but pothole
damage can speed up the pro-
cess. Pay attention to how
your vehicle feels as you
drive. If the ride becomes
noticeably rougher or boun-
cier, the suspension may need
attention.

One common sign is exces-
sive bouncing after hitting a
bump. If the car continues to
bob up and down instead of
settling quickly, the shocks or
struts may be worn. Nose-div-
ing during braking or swaying

© ADOBE STOCK

while turning are indicators
of failing suspension
components.

Uneven tire wear, especially
on the edges, can signal that
the suspension is no longer
keeping the tires aligned
properly. This affects han-
dling and shortens the life of
the tires themselves.

Unusual noises offer addi-
tional clues. Clunking,
knocking or squeaking sounds
when going over bumps often
point to worn bushings, loose

components or failing ball
joints.

CHECKING BUSHINGS
AND OTHER
COMPONENTS

Bushings are cushions made
of rubber or polyurethane that
help absorb vibration and
allow parts of the suspension
to move smoothly. Over time
they can crack, split or deteri-
orate, especially after
encountering potholes or
harsh winter road debris.

If bushings are worn, you
may notice vibrations in the
steering wheel or hear rattling
sounds from underneath the
vehicle. The car may feel less
stable when turning or driving
over uneven surfaces.

Inspecting bushings visually
can be difficult without lifting
the car, so a professional
inspection is often recom-
mended. Mechanics can check
alignment, springs, ball joints
and tie rods for early signs of
damage.

PROTECTING YOUR
SUSPENSION THROUGH
THE SEASON

A spring suspension
check-up helps prevent small
problems from developing
into more expensive repairs.
Driving carefully around pot-
holes, avoiding deep water
that may hide road damage
and keeping tires properly
inflated can reduce strain on
suspension parts.

If you notice any changes in
handling, noises or uneven
tire wear, scheduling a profes-
sional inspection is a smart
move.
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Quality Metal Roofing and Siding
Come see us for all your

metal and building needs.
2056 Winners Drive Pleasant Valley, WV 26554

'304-534-9449

info@cnmetalsllc.com
www.cnmetalsllc.com

Sales Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 7:00AM - 4:00PM e Closed Saturday & Sunday



