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Pre m i e r
sponsors
gu i d e d
fishing trip
on Lake Erie
DPNews@DominionPost.com

The always popular West Virginia
Fishing, Hunting & Outdoor Sports
Show returns March 2-3 to Mylan Park,
but you can enter now to win a fishing
charter from Kokimo Joe Sport Fish-
ing Charters.

Sponsored by Premier Chevrolet
GMC and Premier Nissan of Morgan-
town, the giveaway will feature a day
on Lake Erie for four people. The trip
will be a guided tour of Geneva, Ohio,
and the winner and their three guests
will fish for walleye.

An entry form for the contest began
running in The Dominion Post on Feb.
18 and must be turned in to Premier
Automotive at the University Town
Centre by Thursday. Only original
forms are eligible. No copies will be
acce pted.

The drawing will be held March 3 at
the WV Fishing, Hunting & Outdoor
Sports Show.

Registration for four other prize
giveaways will be at the show.
n Northern Maine Bear Bait Hunt,

retail value: $4,600.00
Northern Maine Bear Bait Hunt for

two, including meals and lodging with
Backbone Mountain Guide Service.
nWeekend for two at Dream Moun-

tain Ranch, $10,000
Weekend includes three sika deer

hunts; a meat hunt, including process-
ing, a cabin and meals.
n SR70 youth dirt bike, $967
The SR70 is a great pit bike for

younger kids to learn on if they have
outgrown a 50cc bike. It comes with a
semi-automatic transmission.
n Red Bonafide SS127 kayak, $1694
Designed for maximum stability

without sacrificing paddling perfor-
mance and angler-friendly features.

Hunting, fishing, outdoor show
brings hundreds from all over
BY TIFFANY MORGAN
DPNews@DominionPost.com

Mylan Park will host the 22nd annual
Hunting, Fishing & Outdoor Sports Show
March 2-3.

More than 100 vendors will fill the
Ruby Community Center at Mylan Park
in Morgantown.

The event is sponsored by WVRC
Media, which has been the organizer for
the past three years.

Rachelle Beatty, event coordinator,
said they feature individuals, organiza-
tions and businesses, mainly from the tri-
state area, among other regions, as well as
Kentucky, Texas, California, South Africa
and more.

There will be a reptile rescue exhibit
from the Zoology Zone Science Center.
They will have a reptile room for atten-
dees to safely observe and interact with
bearded dragons, alligators, pythons and
other reptiles.

Beatty said in past shows, they have
hosted a number of famous personalities.

This year’s show will host former
NASCAR driver Josh White. He will be
promoting the second season of his
TV show, “Josh White’s Outdoor
A dve n t u re s. ”

Kenny Davis, from the outdoor show
“Whitetail Frenzy,” will also be there to
meet people, as well as host a seminar.

There will be a meet-and-greet with
WVU football quarterback Garrett
Greene. Fans are encouraged to bring
their own footballs and memorabilia to be
signed by Greene, but he will also have
some footballs of his own for Mountaineer
suppor ters.

In addition to the celebrity faces,
Beatty said there will be a number of door
prizes and giveaways, including a dirt
bike, a guided bear hunt and a fishing
k aya k .

Kelly Ayersman, event co-coordinator,
said with all of the prep work for an
outdoor-themed show, it is worth it to see
vendors and people from all over the
region pull together — “like a family” —
and bring their passions to Morgantown
for a two-day event.

“It’s a lot of work [but] it’s rewarding.
We get to meet a variety of people, and
t h at ’s been the best part of it, because
there are people that we don’t meet on a
day-to-day basis,” Ayersman said. “T hey
love the people and they can’t wait to

come and be a part of a much bigger
eve n t . ”

For educational purposes and
demonstrations, the show will have
some how-to’s on fishing. There will
also be representatives from West Vir-
ginia Division of Natural Resources,
Division of Forestry and the Division of
Ag riculture.

Hours for the show will be from 10 a.m.-
7 p.m. March 2 and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. March 3.
The first 100 people to enter will receive a
door prize.

Daily admission is $12 for adults, $6 for
veterans with proof of service, $5 for ages
6-12 and free for kids under 6. For
more information on the event, go to
wvoutdoorspor tsshow.com.

Submitted photo

Attendees look over some rifles and other displays at a previous Fishing, Hunting &
Outdoor Sports Show. More than 100 vendors will fill the Ruby Community Center at
Mylan Park March 2-3 for this year’s show.

IN ADDITION TO THE CELEBRITY
FACES, THERE WILL BE A NUMBER
OF DOOR PRIZES AND GIVEAWAYS,
INCLUDING A DIRT BIKE, A GUIDED
BEAR HUNT AND A FISHING KAYAK.
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1 CENTRAL WV WIRELESS ASSOCIATION
2 WVCAP
3 DEEP VALLEY NETS
4 SKY FILMS-(ETHAN) 
5 CONCESSIONS
6 CEDAR RIDGE OUTFITTERS
7 CEDAR RIDGE OUTFITTERS
8 RONK FAMILY MAPLE FARM
9 SUGAR BOTTOM FARM
10 SULLYS BITES
11 SPORTSMAN EMPORIUM
12 SPORTSMAN EMPORIUM
13 SPORTSMAN EMPORIUM
14 DREAM MOUNTAIN RANCH
15 DREAM MOUNTAIN RANCH
16 L &C FUDGERY
17 KAYAK LOADING SOLUTIONS LLC
18 KAYAK LOADING SOLUTIONS LLC
19 KAYAK LOADING SOLUTIONS LLC
20 KAYAK LOADING SOLUTIONS LLC
21 COUNTRY ROADS CORNHOLE
22 COUNTRY ROADS CORNHOLE
23 SILVERFOX TRADING POST
24 SILVERFOX TRADING POST
25 KOKIMOJOE CHARTERS
26 THUNDERBOLT MARINE ELECTRONICS
27 TRISTATE TREE SERVICE & FIREWOOD
28 TRISTATE TREE SERVICE & FIREWOOD
29 WOOD’S BOAT HOUSE AND POWER SPORTS
30 BROTHERS OF THE WOODS
31 HARDY’S CUSTOM CALLS
32 HARDY’S CUSTOM CALLS
33 LAUREL FORK FARMS
34 LAUREL FORK FARMS
35 LAUREL FORK FARMS
36 TEAM ENTICER
37 MIDDLETOWN TRACTOR 
38 RUSTIC PRODUCTS
39 RUSTIC PRODUCTS
40 RUSTIC PRODUCTS
41 ALMOST HEAVEN KETTLE CORN
42 PETER PEPPERS PA PICKLES
43 PETER PEPPERS PA PICKLES
44 MIDDLETOWN TRACTOR 
45 MIDDLETOWN TRACTOR 
46 WOOD’S BOAT HOUSE AND POWER SPORTS
47 BASS PRO 
48 PARCS  SUPERSTORES
49 PARCS  SUPERSTORES
50 HIGH MOUNTAIN ON OFF ROAD
51 HIGH MOUNTAIN ON OFF ROAD
52 THE GREAT OUTDOORS MARINE
53 THE GREAT OUTDOORS MARINE
54 AUTO MAX 
55 CATHRYN BOSTER STATE FARM
56 ZOOLOGY ZONE SCIENCE CENTER
57 ZOOLOGY ZONE SCIENCE CENTER
58 ZIEBART OF MORGANTOWN
59 ZIEBART OF MORGANTOWN
60 JENNINGS EXCAVATING INC
61 WINDROCK PARK
62 MEYERS RV
63 MEYERS RV
64 MEYERS RV
65 MEYERS RV
68 LAKE ONTARIO SPORTISHING PROMOTION
 COUNCIL
69 LAKE ONTARIO SPORTISHING PROMOTION
 COUNCIL
70 MASONTOWN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT
71 ROSS LAKE CAMPS INC
72 COVE MOUNTAIN CALLS
73 MARIANNA OUTDOORSMEN ASSOCIATION
74 TEN MILE CREEK OUTFITTERS
75 MASSAGING INSOLES
76 WVU BASS FISHING CLUB
77 WV ATTORNEY GENERAL OFFICE
78 WHITE WATER ADVENTURES INC

79 DIRT ROAD ENDEAVORS
80 DIRT ROAD ENDEAVORS
81 OUR FAMILY CRAFT SHOP
82 OUR FAMILY CRAFT SHOP
83 OUR FAMILY CRAFT SHOP
84 OUR FAMILY CRAFT SHOP
85 ALPHA OUTSIDE LLC
86 BURNSVILLE MARINA
87 BURNSVILLE MARINA
88 MCJC FARMS
89 JUMBO BAIT
90 JEFF’S JERKY
91 WHITETAIL FRENZY
92 WHITETAIL FRENZY
93 NATIVES FLY FISHING
94 NATIVES FLY FISHING
95 THE LIFE OF A HUNTER’S WIFE
96 MAX’S SPORT SUPPLY

97 SMOKEY’S DEER LURES
98 WV OUTDOORS/CHRIS LAWRENCE
99 JOSH WHITE ‘S OUTDOOR ADVENTURES
100 MOUNTAINEER RV and OUTDOOR CENTER
101 MOUNTAINEER RV and OUTDOOR CENTER
102 HUNTER’S CHOICE
103 NATURE’S VOICE GAME CALLS
104 DRAGGIN HOOKS SPORTFISHING
105 WOLF PAW ARCHERY/WHITETAIL FORENSICS CAMO
106 VIPER AMMUNITION
107 LONGSPUR TRACKING AND OUTFITTING
108 SEMINAR AREA
109 HOFMANN’S LURES
110 NORTHERN SKY’S CHARTER SERVICE
111 BASS NATION OF WEST VIRGINIA YOUTH
112 VIKING EYEWEAR
113 VISIT CLEARFIELD COUNTY
114 VISIT JOHNSTOWN

115 WVA SPORTSMAN MAGAZINE
116 HEWLETT MANUFACTURING
117 AUNT CAROL’S GOURMET DIPS
118 BOW MINDED
119 BOW MINDED
120 FRENCH CREEK GAME CALLS
121 HUNT CHEF
122 HUNT CHEF
123 BACKBONE MOUNTAIN GUIDE SERVICE
124 BLACKFLY CUSTOMS
125 BLACKFLY CUSTOMS
126 RIVER VALLEY GOURMET DIPS
127 US LAWSHIELD
128 unHookR BY DEEP CREEK BAIT COMPANY
129 WEST VIRGINIA TRAPPERS ASSOCIATIONS
130 BACK COUNTRY HUNTERS &ANGLERS
131 WEST VIRGINIA DEER ASSOCIATION
132 WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC

133 WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC
134 GRINDSTONE SAFARIS
135 RAZORS EDGE CUTLERY
136 RAZORS EDGE CUTLERY
137 NSA T-SHIRT MINISTRIES
138 NSA T-SHIRT MINISTRIES
139 PRIZE TABLE
140 PRIZE TABLE
141 TOUCH OF AMISH
142 TOUCH OF AMISH
143 REEL KAOS FISHING CHARTER
144 VACATION VILLAGE RESORT
145 VACATION VILLAGE RESORT
146 VACATION VILLAGE RESORT
147 BUGSY’S BAITS USA
148 BUGSY’S BAITS USA
149 OCEAN STINGER CHARTERS
150 WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
151 HERITAGE HABITAT TO P & R WHITETAIL SUPREME
152 LEAFFILTER WATER SOLUTIONS
153 HILLBILLY’S JERKY
154 STOUFFER’S FIREARMS
155 KAUFMAN REALTY & AUCTIONS OF WV
156 KICK BACK N CAMP INC
157 PA HICKORY SYRUP
158 4-PLAY TURKEY CALL
159 ACADEMY OUTDOORS
160 SUNSETTER ADVENTURE LLC
161 COOL-MANIA FISHING
162 GRAHAM MEDIA LLC
163 TIMBER TRAIL EBIKES
164 WV DIVISION OF FORESTRY
165 NORTH COUNTRY GEAR WORKS
166 KEYSTONE VALLEY RANCH
167 WENGER BELTS
168 WENGER BELTS
169 BLACK OPS TACKLE
170 BLACK OPS TACKLE
171 WV DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES
172 WV DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES
173 WV DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES
174 WEST VIRGINIA HUNTER EDUCATION ASSOC
175 LEAFFILTER GUTTER PROTECTION
176 NATIVE ROOTS
177 SCENT STOPPER
178 TIMBER TRAIL E-BIKES
179 DEATH SHIMMER LURES
180 PRIMO SIGNS
181 BAKER’S WATERPROOFING
182 BAKER’S WATERPROOFING
183 GWYNN OUTDOOR LIVING
184 GWYNN OUTDOOR LIVING
185 GWYNN OUTDOOR LIVING
186 STINKY PINKY FISHING CHARTERS
187 SCHMOOPSIE COUTURE
188 RUGA RUE JERKY
189 CUTCO
190 GUTTER HELMET HOME SOLUTIONS
191 AWESOME BUCKS
192 LAUREL FORK FALCONRY
193 KIDS MOVIE AND ARCADE AREA
194 KIDS FACE PAINTING
195 THE OUTER RIM PRAXEUM LIGHTSABER SCHOOL
196 SUGAR DADDY’S FUDGE & CANDY
197 SUGAR DADDY’S FUDGE & CANDY 
198 PHILLY TWISTS PRETZELS
199 ON POINT ADVENTURE FOODS
200 PA POPPERS
201 DINA COLADA’S CAFE
202 CHOCOLATE MOONSHINE/MZ ENTERPRISES
203 PETER PEPPERS PA PICKLES
204 PETER PEPPERS PA PICKLES
205 RUSTBELT INDUSTRIES LLC (LASERS)
206 JULES JEWELS
207 JULES JEWELS

*BOOTH LOCATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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Learn about reptiles, amphibians from Zoology Zone
BY ERIN CLEAVENGER
ECleavenger@DominionPost.com

The Zoology Zone Science Center, a
nonprofit based in Hurricane, brings a
hands-on, educational approach to
wildlife and environmental conserva-
tion with its reptile and amphibian
counter parts.

The center will be at the West Virginia
Hunting, Fishing & Outdoor Sports Show
March 2-3 at Ruby Community Center at
Mylan Park.

Since Zoology Zone is West Virginia’s
only reptile and amphibian rescue, all of
the animals brought to live shows as
educational ambassadors have been res-
cued and rehabilitated, said Andy McKee,
C E O.

McKee said they not only get to teach
about the science behind these animals in
a really fun and interactive way, but they
also get to talk about their rescue story.

“What that allows people to do is kind
of shift their mentality and thinking
from ‘these are scary animals’ to ‘eve n
though I don’t like these animals, they
d o n’t deserve to be mistreated’ and things
like that,” he said. “It really does shift
ways of thinking, which is super cool.”

McKee describes Zoology Zone shows
as edu-tainment — “it’s educational,
t h e re ’s value and it’s also fun,” he said.
“You gotta make learning fun.”

According to McKee, one of their
shows can be both an experience and an
expedition around the world.

People coming to the show will see and
get a chance to pet and interact with a

wide variety of reptiles and amphibians,
ranging from little snakes that are
cousins to what we have in our own
backyard to more exotic animals like
lizards, giant snakes, tortoises and maybe
even an alligator.

While teaching about the animals, pre-
senters will also highlight the wildlife
and environmental safety and conser-
vation surrounding them.

“Our mission is to inspire both wildlife

and environmental conservation through
hands-on immersive education,” M c Ke e
said.

There are two rules when attending a
Zoology Zone show, according to
McKee: “Have fun and accidentally
learn something.”

“The things that kids accidentally
learn — and that’s learning without
knowing that they’re learning — is what
they remember for the rest of their life,”

said McKee, who is also a former middle
school science teacher.

“It’s not just show and tell — this is
something really cool that serves a pur-
p o s e, ” he said.

To learn more about the work being
done at the Zoology Zone Science Center,
upcoming events or to donate to the
cause, visit the website Zoologyzone.org.
You can also find them on various social
media platforms — @zoolog yzonewv.

Zoology Zone Science Center photos

A young girl (left) looks at a tortoise at the Zoology Zone Science Center. Children (right) check out and snap photos of a reptile at
the center.

‘Whitetail Frenzy’ promotes beauty of Appalachia

BY KAITLYN EICHELBERGER
Keichelberger@DominionPost.com

“Whitetail Frenzy” follows hosts
Kenny Davis and Aharon Davis across
North America as they share their hunt-
ing exploits and foster an interest in
outdoor sportsmanship. At the annual
West Virginia Fishing, Hunting & Out-
door Sports Show March 2-3 at the Ruby
Community Center in Morgantown,
viewers can meet Kenny back in his home
s t at e.

The show began as a childhood dream

and has run for over a decade. Kenny
knew starting a hunting show would
require determination and standing out
from the crowd, and becoming the first
show to consistently harvest mature
whitetails from the Appalachian region is
just one way “Whitetail Frenzy” has
made a name for itself.

“I knew I had to invest in myself. I
knew that I have to have a business plan
that was different than other people try-
ing to do this,” said Kenny. “I want people
from other states to see that we have an
awesome state and we have great people,
and that I was able to take a childhood
dream regardless of how challenging it
was and make it a reality.”

Hunting, originally a vital means for

sustenance during the brothers’ ch i l d -
hood, has evolved into a way to share and
appreciate the beauty of wild and won-
derful West Virginia.

“I found that being in nature and sit-
ting in a tree stand, you get up there
before daylight sometimes, the sun rises
and you see God’s creation come alive,”
said Kenny. “The squirrels start coming
down trees, leaves crunching, deer com-
ing in, birds chirping. To me, that’s my
favorite part of hunting. I feel closer to
God when I’m hunting.”

Season 10’s episodes, which aired on
the Pursuit Channel from July through
December, are now available on demand
on CarbonTV. Kenny’s favorite moments

“I KNEW I HAD TO INVEST IN
MYSELF. I KNEW THAT I HAVE TO

HAVE A BUSINESS PLAN THAT WAS
DIFFERENT THAN OTHER PEOPLE

TRYING TO DO THIS.”
Kenny Davis

“Whitetail Frenzy” co-host

Offers authentic
hunting experiences

SEE WHITETAIL, F-11
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Monty Smith — Pi ck l e
Guy — to attend 22nd
annual outdoor show
with variety of flavors
BY TIFFANY MORGAN
DPNews@DominionPost.com

The Morgantown region is geared up
for a jarring experience with Peter Pep-
per’s PA Pickles as one of the vendors
coming to Mylan Park.

Monty Smith, owner and founder of
Peter Pepper’s PA Pickles, will sell pick-
les in a range of flavors at the annual
Hunting, Fishing & Outdoor Sports
Show March 2-3 at the Ruby Community
C e n t e r.

Smith, also known as the “Pickle Guy,”
has been in the business for 22 years.
Originally from Pennsylvania and for-
merly in the restaurant business, he
decided to branch out from the typical
food-and-drink business model to pursue
a spice business.

After some experimentation, Smith
found himself with a five-gallon bucket
and one vegetable: a cucumber. The foun-
dation of Peter Pepper’s PA Pickles was
laid.

“I created [my business] from one
bucket of pickles,” Smith said.

He currently offers an assortment of
over 34 flavors of pickles, two flavors of
mushrooms and a selection of peppers, all
of which are made fresh seven days a
week and require refrigeration; nothing
is canned.

Smith has been traveling near and far,

mostly in the northeast region, with his
pickles and has made an impression.

Aside from the outdoor show he
attends at Mylan Park, Smith appears at a
total of 150 shows throughout the year,
including eight farmers markets,
15 wholesale accounts and more. Smith
also attends The Great American Out-
door Show in Harrisburg, Pa. — a nine-
day event — which is the largest outdoor
show in the world.

Smith takes his pickled goods to New
York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, West Vir-
ginia, Virginia and the city of Chicago.

Just in a week-span, Smith said he sells
an average of 5,000 buckets of pickles. At
last year’s Morgantown show, Smith had
two booths that sold out on both days,
according to Rachelle Beatty, event coor-
dinator of the WV Fishing, Hunting &
Outdoor Sports Show.

“He’s definitely become a staple the
people look forward to at this and other
events around the country,” Beatty said.

After the Morgantown show, Smith
will move onto his next pickle adventure
as spring approaches.

The show in Morgantown will have
more than 100 vendors, including Smith,
and cost is $12 daily admission, $6 for
veterans with proof of service, $5 for
ages 6-12 and free for kids under 6. For
more information on the event, go to
wvoutdoorspor tsshow.com.

Peter Pepper’s PA Pickles
offers an assortment of

over 34 flavors of pickles,
two flavors of mushrooms

and a selection of pep-
pers, all of which are

made fresh seven days a
week and require refriger-
ation; nothing is canned.

Monty Smith will bring his
pickles to the WV Fishing,
Hunting & Outdoor Sports

Show March 2-3
at Mylan Park.

Peter Pepper’s PA Pickles photo

OUTDOOR SPORTS SHOW

The 2023 Fishing, Hunting & Outdoor
Sports Show fills Ruby Community
Center at Mylan Park. From top: Jim
“Timber Jim” Riggle talks with people
at the Smokey’s Deer Lure booth;
attendees wander through various
vendors at the show; 360 Hunting
Blinds displays products for people to
check out. This year’s show is set for
March 2-3 at the Ruby Community
Center.

The Dominion Post file photos
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BY KAITLYN EICHELBERGER
Keichelberger@DominionPost.com

In late 2022, NASCAR racer and
Marine Corps veteran Josh White posted
the first episode of “Josh White’s Out-
door Adventures” to his YouTube chan-
nel. Just over a year later, White prepares
to meet fans at his first trade show
appearance, while signing a deal for the
show's third season with a major cable
TV network.

After learning to hunt with his grand-
father at age 4, White took an interest in
drag racing as a teenager and later com-
peted in NASCAR. The determination
vital to racing combined with the tenacity
required during his years in the Marine
Corps supplied White with the resolve to
transform his childhood passion into a
hunting show.

“In the Marine Corps, we’ve always
had the saying, ‘Improvise, adapt and
ove rc o m e. ’ I’ve taken that with me in all

aspects and areas of everything,” said
White. “Once I see the potential for some-
thing, I’m going to stick with it. That’s
helped me be able to move onto bigger and
better things.”

“Josh White’s Outdoor Adventures”
offers viewers an unfiltered glimpse into
the life of an average hunter in the scenic
landscapes of West Virginia, highlighting
the thrill of the hunt, family values and
creating memories. The first season is
available for viewing on the Josh White’s
Outdoor Adventures YouTube channel,
with the second season on Hunt Channel
and Waypoint TV. Each episode is an
improvement from the last, said White,
and he’s always looking for ways to better
the show. Season 3 is already in the works
and has been signed with a major TV
channel for early 2025.

“It’s not about how many points we’re
hunting, it’s more based around my fam-
ily, me as an average hunter going out
there and filling the freezer and having a
fun time creating memories,” said White.
“I’ve found that’s what people really like.
It’s a different pace than these big-time
TV shows.”

White’s favorite moments of Season 2
feature his 14-year-old daughter harvest-
ing her first deer with a bow in Episode 4

and taking her first shot at a large buck in
Mississippi during the season finale.

“That was probably the highlight of my
season, getting to see the excitement
through her,” said White.

White will be set up at Booth 99 at the
annual WV Fishing, Hunting & Outdoor
Sports Show on March 2-3 at the Ruby
Community Center at Mylan Park in
Morgantown. He will meet viewers of
the show and carry a selection of mer-
chandise from “Josh White’s Outdoor
A dve n t u re s, ” alongside a range of prod-
ucts and brochures from sponsors of the
show, including Bilson Arms, Buck-
Maxx Outdoors, Outdoor Pro Shop,
Clamp a Ramp ATV Safety Bar and
Master Blaster Coffee. White will also
host a small giveaway.

“Stop on by, I’ll be there,” said White.
“I’m there to support others and meet new
people, hopefully make new friends and
make some new fans. I can tell my story
and hopefully turn them on to a new show
they’ll enjoy for years to come.”

For updates on “Josh White’s Outdoor
A dve n t u re s ” and the upcoming third
season, visit Facebook.com/Josh
WhitesOutdoorAdventures or JoshWhite
O u t d o o r s. c o m .

“IT’S NOT ABOUT HOW MANY
POINTS WE’RE HUNTING, IT’S

MORE BASED AROUND MY FAMILY,
ME AS AN AVERAGE HUNTER

GOING OUT THERE AND FILLING
THE FREEZER AND HAVING

A FUN TIME CREATING MEMORIES.
I’VE FOUND THAT’S WHAT

PEOPLE REALLY LIKE. IT’S A
DIFFERENT PACE THAN THESE

BIG-TIME TV SHOWS.”
Josh White

“Josh White’s Outdoor Adventures”

‘Josh White’s Outdoor Adventures’ prepares for bigger things
Highlights the true
West Virginia
hunting experience

Backbone Mountain Guide
Service to attend outdoor show
BY TIFFANY MORGAN
DPNews@DominionPost.com

Backbone Mountain Guide Service is located in
Crystal, Maine. The organization specializes in
hound hunts for bears in the northern Maine woods,
with guided hunts over bait as well.

Erik Geroski, owner of Backbone Mountain Guide
Service, said he has run hounds in West Virginia for
30 years and was looking to expand where he could
hunt with his dogs — thus discovering Backbone
Mountain Guide Service in 2010.

The owner at the time hired Geroski as a hounds-
man for his business and clients. When the owner got
sick, he was looking to sell the business and Geroski
took the opportunity. He has been the owner for five
years now.

Currently, it is not legal to host guided hound
hunts in the state of West Virginia because the bear
population cannot support it — which is why
Geroski bought Backbone Mountain Guide Service.

The guide service has a following of nearly 4,000
on Facebook. They host 40 hunts a year of bait and

hound hunting combined.
For the bait hunts, Geroski said they start putting

active bait on their sites a month before the season,
in preparation for the hunts, and visit them daily
until the hunters arrive.

“The adventure is getting the hunters into the
bear. It’s usually a difficult task,” Geroski said.

The cost of the guided hunts range from $2,100 to
$2,900, and hunters arrive on Sunday for six nights at
camp and five day hunts. All bear hunts are fully
guided, and there are three to four registered guides
in camp, including Geroski, during any week.

For the hunts, Geroski said it is the hunter’s
choice of weapon — gun or bow — and they may also
bring their own dogs, if they so choose.

Backbone owns 40,000 acres in the northern
Maine woods and has 80 bait sites throughout the
property. Hunters on the campsites are welcome to
partake in native trout fishing and can also par-
ticipate in turkey, rabbit and grouse hunting when it
is in-season in the region.

Backbone Mountain Guide Service photo

Erik Geroski will bring his Backbone Mountain Guide Service to
Mylan Park next weekend.SEE GUIDE, F-11
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of Season 10 feature hunting trips with
his son, during which his son missed a
shot at a mature buck and then later used
a grunt call to draw in another large buck,
demonstrating the highs and lows of
authentic hunting.

“Whitetail Frenzy” will be stationed at
booths 91 and 92 for its first-ever appear-
ance at the WV Fishing, Hunting & Out-
door Sports Show. In addition to the hosts
meeting fans, signing autographs and tak-
ing pictures, “Whitetail Frenzy” merchan -
dise and sponsor products will be available
for purchase. Kenny will also host a sem-
inar on hunting mountain whitetails and
host a Q&A session with West Virginia
Outdoors podcast host Chris Lawrence
from 4:15-5 p.m. Saturday.

“I’m looking forward to being there
and talking to other people from West
Vi r g i n i a , ” said Kenny. “Last year was the
first time we had done a Charleston show
since we started, and that’s what made me
realize how many people in the state of
West Virginia follow us and have pride in
what we do. For me, these events aren’t
about selling apparel. It’s not about any-
thing other than just meeting fellow West
Virginians and talking about hunting.”

For more information, visit
Facebook.com/WhitetailFrenzy and
WhitetailF renzy.TV.

WHITETAIL
FROM PAGE F-8

Geroski said the Maine Guide test has
long been regarded “one of the most
difficult and challenging in the U.S.”

“I love the thrill of the hound hunts. In
Maine, there’s always the possibility
yo u ’re going to get into a trophy-sized
b e a r, ” Geroski said.

Two years ago, on one of their hunts
they killed a 605-pound bear in Aroostook
County. The state record is a 699-pound
bear killed in the same county in 2012.

Geroski will be bringing his orga-
nization to the WV Fishing, Hunting &
Outdoor Sports Show at Mylan Park on
March 2-3. He will be offering a hunting
prize. Register at the show. For more
information on Geroski’s business, visit
the Facebook page at Backbone Moun-
tain Guide Service.

GUIDE
FROM PAGE F-10

DominionPost.com

WILDLIFE MOUNTS

Businesses that mount wildlife for
hunters attend the 2023 Fishing, Hunt-
ing & Outdoor Sports Show at Mylan
Park. Above are mounts done by Cedar
Ridge Outfitters. At left are deer mounts
from Holy Pursuit Outfitters. This year’s
show will take place March 2-3 at the
Ruby Community Center.

The Dominion Post file photos
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RULES: 1. Deadine for entries is Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024, at noon. No late entries will be accepted. 2. Entry forms will be published in The Dominion Post Sunday, February 
18th through Thursday, February 29th. 3. To enter, contestants must fill out their name, address, phone number, and email address on the form provided, and drop off at 
the sponsor location listed in this advertisement. Multiple entries may be submitted. 4. No purchase necessary. One entry form per contestant per day of the contest. 5. NO 
PHOTOCOPIES OR HAND-DRAWN ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED. Any such entries will be immediately disqualified and discarded. Only official entry forms will be accepted.
6. At the conclusion of this contest, all entries will be gathered from sponsor locations. One entry will be chosen at random. Contestant acknowledges that their name, likeness 
or photograph may be used in promotional materials associated with this contest. Contestant must be at least 21 years of age to participate. Employees of this newspaper 
and its affiliates (and their immediate family) are not eligible to participate. All entries become property of West Virginia Newspaper Publishing Company. 7. By completing and 
submitting an official entry form, contestants are consenting to participation in this contest. The Dominion Post and all sponsors of this contest are not responsible for lost, 
stolen, or damaged entries. Entries must be legible to be considered valid. 8. Winner may not transfer prize to another person. Winner is responsible for taxes or any other fees 
associated with prize. 9. Rules subject to change without notice. The Dominion Post, WVRC Media and WV Fishing, Hunting & Outdoor Sports Show are not responsible for this 
prize. 10. Fish at your own risk. The Dominion Post and WVRC Media are not responsible for any injuries or death.
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