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BUCKWHEAT FESTIVAL

‘80 Years of Memories’
BY KAITLYN EICHELBERGER
Keichelberger@DominionPost.com

Preston County’s Buckwheat Festival
is preparing to celebrate “80 Years of
M e m o r i e s. ”

Everyone is invited to join Preston
County for four days of parades, carnival
rides and games, livestock shows and
sales, arts and crafts, and Preston
County’s famous buckwheat cakes.

During the Great Depression, buck-
wheat was grown as an “insurance crop”
because of its hardy nature and short
growing season. In 1938, Preston County
farmers came together to celebrate the
ye a r ’s harvest. Thus, the annual Buck-
wheat Festival began, named after one of
the area’s most important crops.

Observed nearly every year, only can-
celled during World War II and in 2020, the
festival is a hallmark of memories for
residents of Preston County. This sig-
nificance inspired this year’s theme, said
General Chairman Nick Taylor.

Last year, as Taylor drove home with
his family on the final day of the festival,
his children sat in the backseat rem-
iniscing about the celebrations. At that
moment, the theme for 2022 became
cl e a r.

“I wanted to center this year’s theme
around memories because really, at the
end of the day, that’s what we do at the
f e s t iva l , ” said Taylor. “We create mem-
o r i e s. ”

The event acts as a gathering for the
community, and youth are a big part of the
f e s t iv i t i e s.

“It really highlights a bright spot of our
county and in our youth, particularly our
youth that are involved in agriculture.
These kids are hard workers,” said Tay-
lor. “The kids showing are from here and

they’re representing their town, their
county, their communities and their fam-
i l i e s. ”

The festival’s royalty courts are
another example of this, comprised of
county residents from elementary to high
school. Holding the titles of King Buck-
wheat and Queen Ceres LXXX are James
“J i m my ” Peaslee of Albright and Taylor
Holt of Fellowsville.

“To me, the festival highlights our
yo u t h , ” said Taylor. “Whether it’s our
marching bands or our livestock asso-
ciation or our royalty court, you really see
some of the best we have to offer from our
youth at the festival. I think that’s really
special.”

To mark the anniversary, WVU’s Pride
of West Virginia will be performing on
Saturday and a new craft beer festival has
been added to the lineup on Friday.
Another vital aspect of the festival, the
arts and crafts fair is a full house of new
and old vendors, said Taylor.

Completely volunteer-run, the Buck-
wheat Festival is by the community, for
the community.

“We ’re an army of volunteers,” said
Taylor. “T here’s so many people that
spend countless hours getting this fes-
tival off the ground, and it’s pretty amaz-
ing to see what can be done by a lot of
people with a passion to do this.”

With all aspects of the festival return-
ing to normal since 2020-21, festival orga-
nizers are looking forward to a strong
turnout. There’s something for everyone
to enjoy.

“Hopefully everyone will be able to
come back and join us and start making
memories again.”

TWEET @DominionPostWV

THE SCHEDULE

Tuesday
9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. — market steer, lambs

and goats arrive
9 a.m.-8:30 p.m. — market swine

ar rive
2 p.m.-8 p.m. — exhibits registered in

Memorial North Building
6-7 p.m. — market Steer weigh-in and

p i c t u re s
7-8 p.m. — market lamb and goat

weigh-in and pictures

Wednesday
7 a.m.-1 p.m. — market swine weigh-in

and pictures
8 a.m.-3 p.m. — all remaining live-

stock arrive
8 a.m — sheep showmanship followed

by market lamb show
9 a.m.-3 p.m. — Memorial North

exhibits judged (closed to the public)
1 p.m. — goat showmanship followed

by market lamb show
1-2 p.m. — feeder calf and prospect

market steer weigh-in
4-8 p.m. — buckwheat cakes and

sausage dinners
6 p.m. — carnival opens
6 p.m. — Buckwheat Cake Eating

Contest
6-9 p.m. BINGO
6:30 p.m. — judging of market steer

Thursday
8 a.m. — swine showmanship fol-

lowed by market swine show
11 a.m.-8 p.m. — buckwheat cakes and

sausage dinners

Noon-10 p.m. — arts and crafts open
Noon-10 p.m. — exhibit buildings

open
Noon — carnival opens
Noon — Geocache Contest begins
4 p.m. — judging of feeder calves and

prospect market steer
5:30 p.m. — purebred sheep show fol-

lowed by breeding goat show
8:30-10 p.m. — BINGO (closed during

parade)
7:30 p.m. — F i re m e n’s Parade
9:30 p.m. — Fireman Day trophy pre-

sentation (closed to the public)

Friday
8 a.m.-7 p.m. — buckwheat cakes and

sausage dinners
8 a.m. — Ladies and Shepherds Lead
9 a.m. — Royalty Breakfast (by invi-

tation only)
9:30 a.m. — judging of pure-

bred/cross-bred beef/dairy cattle
10 a.m.-9 p.m. — arts and crafts open
10 a.m.-10 p.m. — exhibit buildings

open
10 a.m. — carnival open
Noon — Coronation of Queen Ceres

and King Buckwheat (football field)
2 p.m. — School Day Parade
3:30 p.m. — Lamb Dressing Contest

(Cow Palace)
4-10 p.m. — BINGO
6 p.m. — beef showmanship followed

by supreme champion showman
6 p.m. — 1 Hour Flash Bash (Craig

Civic Center)

The Dominion Post file photo

Crowds gather for all the events and activities of a past Preston County Buckwheat
Festival in Kingwood. This year’s festival kicks off Thursday with a carnival, livestock
judging, the Firemen’s Parade and more and runs through next Sunday.

SEE SCHEDULE, P-4
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6-10 p.m. — Craft Beer Festival (Com-
munity Building, Mill Room)

10 p.m. — fireworks (rain date Sat-
u rd ay )

Saturday
7:30-9:30 a.m. — Ag Olympics (Cow

Pa l a c e )
8 a.m.-7 p.m. — buckwheat cake and

sausage dinners
10 a.m.-9 p.m. — arts and crafts open
10 a.m.-10 p.m. — exhibit buildings

open
10 p.m. — carnival opens
Noon — Geocache Contest ends
Noon — Buckwheat Mile
Noon — Far mer’s Day Parade
2 p.m. — WVU Marching Band Field

Show (approximate time)
2 p.m. — Youth Livestock Award Cer-

e m o ny
4 p.m. — Youth Livestock Sale (Cow

Pa l a c e )
4-10 p.m. — BINGO
6 p.m. — Big Bucks Bingo - Craig Civic

Center - Doors open at 4:30 p.m.
9-11 p.m. — remaining livestock

removed from barns

Sunday
8 a.m.-3 p.m. — buckwheat cake and

sausage dinners
10 a.m.-1 a.m. — Car Show registration

(Civic Center)
10 a.m.-3 p.m. — Car Show open for

viewing (Civic Center parking lot)
10 a.m.-4 p.m. — arts and crafts open
10 a.m.-4 p.m. — exhibit buildings

open
Noon — carnival open
1-4 p.m. — BINGO
1 p.m. — Irish Road Bowling regis-

tration, Pleasantdale Road
4 p.m. — drawings for $10,000 and

commemorative rifle
5-6 p.m. — remove exhibits from Memo-

rial North

SCHEDULE
FROM PAGE P-2

The Dominion Post file photo

The Cow Palace hosts several livestock shows and sales during the Preston County
Buckwheat Festival. This is the 80th year for the annual event held in Kingwood by the
Kingwood Volunteer Fire Department and numerous volunteers.

NEW THIS YEAR, A CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL WILL BE HELD
FROM 6-10 P.M. FRIDAY IN THE MILL ROOM.
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The Preston County Buck-
wheat Festival 2022 royalty
court, from left, escort
Chayce Andrew, Maid of
Honor Averi Adams, Queen
Ceres Taylor Holt, King
Buckwheat James Peaslee,
Maid of Honor Natalie
Stemple and escort Carson
Kidwell. The 80th annual
Buckwheat Festival is
Thursday through Oct. 2 in
Kingwood.

William Wotring/The Dominion Post
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Natalie Stemple Averi Adams

The coronation of Queen
Ceres Taylor Holt and King
Buckwheat Jimmy Peaslee
will be at noon Friday at the
Preston High football field.
Also Friday, the Preston
County Buckwheat Festival
will feature a Royalty Break-
fast, judging of some of the
livestock, the School Day
Parade and a Lamb Dress-
ing Contest. New to the fes-
tival is the Craft Beer Fes-
tival, which takes place
from 6-10 p.m. Friday in the
Mill Room of the Commu-
nity Building. The Buck-
wheat Festival kicks off
Thursday and runs through
next Sunday.

Submitted photo

QUEEN CERES LXXX

Holt makes dream come
true with crowning
BY KAITLYN EICHELBERGER
Keichelberger@DominionPost.com

As a little girl, Taylor Holt dreamed of
being Queen Ceres of the Preston County
Buckwheat Festival, an agriculture fair
and carnival held annually in Kingwood.
After months of working for the title, Holt
has earned the title of Queen Ceres
LXXX.

Preston High School senior and Fel-
lowsville native, Holt decided to compete
for Queen Ceres to share the opportunity
with younger generations and act as a
role model.

“It seems like every year the [number
of] people who go out for [Queen Ceres]
just keep getting smaller, and smaller and
s m a l l e r, ” said Holt. “So I wanted to show
children that it is still such a great oppor-
t u n i t y. ”

Holt, who has a speech impediment,
wanted children to see that nothing
should hold them back from pursuing
what they love.

“A bunch of people told me I wouldn’t
get Queen Ceres because of my speech
impediment,” said Holt. “I wanted to
show people not to let a disability hold
you back; to still go out and do whatever

you want.”
After applying, participating in mul-

tiple pageants, interviewing with judges
and giving speeches, Holt was chosen as
this year’s Queen Ceres.

“This was my first pageant ever,” said
Holt. “So honestly, I didn’t know what I
was doing and I didn’t know what to
expect. But I enjoyed it so much.”

Since winning the title in April, Holt
and King Buckwheat, James “J i m my ”
Peaslee, have participated in 10 parades,
attended the State Fair of West Virginia,
visited various Preston County schools to
speak to students, volunteered for the
Food for Preston event and more.

Their next step? The Buckwheat Fes-
tival Thursday through Oct. 2.

The theme for this year’s festival is “80
Years of Memories.” After spending so
many years attending the Buckwheat Fes-
tival, Holt looks forward to the special
memories this year will bring.

“I get to create a ton of memories every
year that I cherish forever,” said Holt.
“I’m very excited to see what memories I
get to create this year.”

TWEET @DominionPostWV

William Wotring/The Dominion Post photos

Taylor Holt is Queen Ceres LXXX and will reign over the 80th Preston County Buckwheat
Festival this week.

The Buckwheat Festival begins Thursday.
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KING BUCKWHEAT

Peaslee has passion for
Preston and agriculture
BY KAITLYN EICHELBERGER
Keichelberger@DominionPost.com

After years of competing in the Preston
County Buckwheat Festival’s livestock
shows, James “J i m my ” Peaslee has
achieved a longtime goal — earning the
title of King Buckwheat.

Preston High School senior and
Albright resident, Peaslee is a fourth-
generation farmer raising goats, sheep,
cattle, chickens and a hay crop on his
family farm.

“He has a passion for representing the
county and agriculture,” said General
Chairman Nick Taylor. “He’s shown ani-
mals for a lot of years.”

Peaslee is an active member of the
Preston County FFA Chapter, the Lenox
Loyal Workers 4H Club and the Preston
County Livestock Association.

Before the final pageant, Peaslee was
interviewed by judges and provided a

tour of his farm.
Since his crowning, Peaslee has trav-

eled the county accompanied by Queen
Ceres Taylor Holt. The pair have taken
part in 10 parades, attended the State Fair
of West Virginia, visited Preston County
schools to speak to students, volunteered
for the Food for Preston event and more.

“I have had a really fun time with the
court doing all the parades and events,”
said Peaslee.

Thursday through Oct. 2, Peaslee will
represent Preston County at the Buck-
wheat Festival and continue to partic-
ipate in the fair’s livestock shows.

“With the Buckwheat Festival coming
up, I am really looking forward to exhibit-
ing my livestock and spending time with
the court and others involved in the fes-
t iva l , ” he said.

TWEET @DominionPostWV

William Wotring/The Dominion Post photos

James “Jimmy” Peaslee, of Albright, is the 2022 King Buckwheat. He is a Preston High
School senior and a fourth-generation farmer.

Carson Kidwell Chayce Andrew

Taylor Holt and
Jimmy Peaslee
will represent Pre-
ston County dur-
ing the upcoming
Buckwheat Festi-
val in Kingwood.
Both are seniors
at Preston High
School.

“... I AM REALLY LOOKING FORWARD TO EXHIBITING MY LIVESTOCK.”
James “Jimmy” Peaslee

King Buckwheat
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BUCKWHEAT FESTIVAL SIGHTS

William Wotring/The Dominion Post file photos

Clockwise from above: Cow Palace will be the place to go to see livestock such as this
cow during the Buckwheat Festival. Check out the parades such as this Firemen’s
Parade from 2021 in which Central Preston Middle band participated. There will be
parades Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Carnival rides will again be part of the activities
Thursday through Sunday.
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3 TO 5 TRUCKING
4C ENTERPRISES
A & L PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
A+ MEAT PROCESSING
ACE AGGREGATES
AESOP TRUCKING
AFFORDABLE SIGNS UNLIMITED
AJ & JESSICA BERNATOWICZ
ALEXANDER CONSTRUCTION
ALICO
AMERICAN HOMES
ANDERSON EXCAVATING
ARCH COAL LEER MINE
BACHTEL ENTERPRISES
BALL PREOWNED AUTO
BERNATOWICZ SHOW HORSES
BFS COMPANIES
BILL STONE EXCAVATION
BILLS TREE SERVICE
BISHOFF BROTHERS MEMORIAL
     FUND
BOB & LINDA FORMAN
BRIAN & KRISTY POLING
BROOKSIDE FARM
BRUCETON FAMILY MEDICINE
BYKOTA INC
C & L AUTO REPAIR
CARRIE SEE INSURANCE
CHASE TRUCKING
CHILDS FEED & SUPPLY
CLEAR MOUNTAIN BANK
CMS BUILDERS
CRAIG BERNATOWICZ- 
     CGB INSURANCE

CRANESVILLE STONE
DANNY’S COUNTRY COOKING
DELEGATE BUCK JENNINGS
DELEGATE TERRI SYPOLT
DR. BILL & CINDI SHOCKEY
DR. FRANK CARY
DR. LORN WOLFE
DREAM MOUNTAIN RANCH
EVANS TRUCKING
EVERHART BROWN & ASSOCIATES
FAIRFAX MATERIALS
FARGO INSURANCE
FARM CREDIT OF THE VIRGINIAS
GAYDOS & TURNER PLLC
GLOTFELTY ENTERPRISES
GREER INDUSTRIES
HAYES CATTLE COMPANY- 
     Houston Hayes
HMH CORPORATION- 
     Harry & Cheryl Hayes
HOFFMAN FARM
HOUSTON LIVESTOCK & HAULIN’
HUNTER THOMAS FOR 
     COMMISSONER
IRONMAN BUILDERS
J & K LIVESTOCK
J GREGORGY LAW FIRM
JENMAR
JENNINGS EXCAVATING
JNB SERVICES
JOHN HARDESTY
K & B FARMS
KIDDIE KORNER DAYCARE

KINGWOOD SAV-A-LOT
L & H SHOWSTOCK
LEER SOUTH SENTINEL COMPLEX
LEGACY SHOW PIGS
LEWIS & BURGE
LP MINERALS
MCCLEARY ENTERPRISES
MDS DISTRIBUTORS/ACE 
     HARDWARE
MEADOW VIEW FARM SUPPLY
METTIKI COAL
MIKE HARTSELL AUCTIONEER
MORGANTOWN DECKS & 
     OUTDOOR LIVING
MOUNTAIN PATH PROPERTIES
MOUNTAINEER CONTRACTORS
MT. STATE BBQ
NICK & MELISSA TAYLOR
NIKKI MOON, REALTOR
OK FARMS
OURS AUTO SALVAGE
OUTKAST TRUCKING
PEASLEE FAMILY FARM
PEGGY GALLOWAY, CPA
POLING’S LAWN CARE
POMEROY FARMS
PRESTON CONTRACTORS
PRESTON COUNTY YOUTH CENTER
PRESTON FARMERS MARKET
PRESTON HEALTHCARE
PRESTON NEWS & JOURNAL
PRETZEL EXCAVATING
PRODIGI FIBER TO THE HOME

RAINBOW TIRE
SAMANTHA STONE, COMMISSIONER
SAND HILL LLC
SANDERS SHOW STOCK
SCOTT FORD
SENATOR RANDY SMITH
SERIOUS DIESEL
SETH & VICKIE COGAR
SINES FARMS
SOLID ROCK EXCAVATING
SOUTHERN STATES OAKLAND
STELLAR SUPPORT SERVICES
STONE ASPHALT
STONE FARMS
STONE PAVING
STONEY HILL CORP
STREET’S MOTOR
STREET’S STORE
SURVEYOR & ASSOCIATES
TARRELL RIES EDWARD JONES
TC ENERGY
THE BRIGHT LAW FIRM
THRASHER
THREE-D DRILLING
TRI STATE INSURANCE GROUP
TRIPLE J STORAGE
TUNNEL CUT FARMS
VALLEY POINT FARMERS 
     FEED & SUPPLY
WESBANCO
WILSON WORKS
WINDY MOUNTAIN FARMS
WOLFE’S EXCAVATING

Thank You to our 2021Buyers
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FIELD OF BUCKWHEAT

Kathy Jenkins, of Albright, submitted
this photo of a field of buckwheat
blooming just outside of Masontown,
in Preston County, in 2018. Buck-
wheat is a hardy crop with a short
growing season. In 1938, Preston
County farmers came together to cel-
ebrate the year’s buckwheat harvest
and the Buckwheat Festival began.
According to healthline.com, Buck-
wheat belongs to a group of foods
commonly called pseudocereals.
These are seeds that are consumed
as cereal grains but don’t grow on
grasses. Quinoa and amaranth are
two other common pseudocereals.
Buckwheat, despite it’s name, is not
related to wheat and is gluten-free. In
addition to buckwheat flour, it is
ground for tea and noodles. Buck-
wheat has become popular as a
health food due to its high mineral and
antioxidant content. Its benefits may
include improved blood sugar control.

Submitted photo
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